
 

 
Reprint of a book review appearing in the March-April 2026 ILLINOIS HERITAGE: 

 

A Book Review: 

WALTER THOMAS BAILEY:  
STARING INTO THE YAWNING GULF OF ETERNITY. 

By Dean R. Karau 

Reviewed by Kathryn H. Anthony, Ph.D. 
Professor Emerita, ACSA Distinguished Professor AIA/ACSA Topaz Laureate 

School of Architecture, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

An excerpt of Dr. Anthony’s review: 

“I was aware of Bailey's ground-breaking role as our first Black architecture graduate from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where, decades later, I served on the faculty for 40 
years. . . . Yet it was only after reading Dean Karau's WALTER THOMAS BAILEY: STARING INTO THE 

YAWNING GULF OF ETERNITY, that I realized my prior knowledge was just the tip of the iceberg.  

“Karau's masterful book chronicles Bailey's lifelong career in a way that no other publication has 
accomplished to date. It reflects an incredible amount of work to illuminate and document the 
entirety of Bailey's work over his lifetime, thus preserving his legacy for future generations.” 

 

  

April 2026 Dean R. Karau 





 



 


