Dean R. Karau January 2026

Kewanee’s Early Parks and Recreation in Postcards.

In the United States in the middle of the
19th century, envelopes with pictures on them
began being used to enclose letters. This likely
was the precursor to the postcard.
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Then in 1861, Congress passed legislation
for privately printed, one-ounce cards to be
mailed. That same year, a copyright was is-
sued for the first such card in the U.S. But the
idea did not immediately catch on.

UNITED STATES OF

In 1872, Congress approved government
production of postal cards with a message on

one side and the recipient’s address on the Civil War era “Soldier’s Letter.”
other. But only the government could use the
[P— ‘ term “Postal Card,” which could be mailed for

one cent. While private publishers could print
such cards, they cost two cents to mail and
were called a variety of other names.

In 1898, Congress passed legislation allow-
ing private companies to produce cards with
the statement “Private Mailing Card, Author-
ized by Act of Congress of May 19, 1898,
which could be mailed for one cent. But mes-
sages were not allowed on the address side of
the private mailing cards, although messages
could appear on the front of the card, either
One cent government postal card. alone or alongside an image.
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card with which we’re familiar today. Because of an
international convention, Congress allowed for mes-
sages on the left half of the address side of the card,
which ushered in the “Golden Age of Postcards.”

At the same time, “real photo” postcards began
being produced using the Kodak “post-
THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA card camera” which could take a picture
g N e and then print a postcard-size negative of
Private Mailing Card sraue nrns nenp P ) heg
A the picture, complete with a divided back

e and place for postage.

Finally, in 1901,
the Post Office issued
an order which al-
lowed the words “Post
Card’ on the back of ‘

Kewanee quickly joined the golden
age, and hundreds of thousands of
Kewanee-centric postcards were pro-
duced and sent around the country and
around the world. The chamber of com-

postcards, but messages were still not allowed on the merce could use postcards to promote the city and
address side and, because all cards had images, there announce events, while individuals could have their
was no space for messages. personal photos developed at local drug stores to be

The year 1907 marked the adoption of the post printed on the front of postcards.
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Red Oak Hollow was a popular picnic area in the late 1800s and early 1900s, and the home of
Kewanee’s first golf course in 1896.

Particularly popular postcards showcased Kewa- drawing visitors to the city. Here are just of a few of
nee’s recreational opportunities in the hope of the many such cards.
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A group in the early 1900s enjoying an excursion at Sans Souci Spring Lake Park.
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Windmont Park, Kewanee, 11l

Windmont Park was opened in 1906, at the end of the streetcar run, as a destination entertain-
ment and recreation spot for the growing community — and to drive sales of streetcar tickets.

West Park, Kewanee’s first park (1855), was refurbished in the 1910s, adding walking paths and
this beautiful fountain.
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CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUNDS AT LIBERTY PARK, KEWANEE, ILL.

Liberty Park was built specifically for Kewanee’s “kiddies,” with a small wading pond and play
equipment, located across the tracks from the Kewanee Boiler Company, ca mid-1920s.

The clay-bottomed swimming pool on the east side of Northeast Park, ca. ~1924-1930.
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(If you’d like to learn more about Kewanee'’s Public Library. You can also view my video on the
many parks, past and present, my book, A BRIEF HIS- parks on YouTube:
TORY OF THE FIRST YEARS OF KEWANEE PARKS, can be hitps.//voutu.be/96IH4Nn0228.)

purchased at the Kewanee Historical Society or on
Amazon, or you can check it out from the Kewanee
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