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Kewanee’s Company F in the Civil War.

Norman Hyde Pratt came to Wethersfield
from New York in the 1840s. He eventually
became a commission salesman. When
President Lincoln called for additional en-
listments in mid-1862 during the Civil
War, Pratt was one of many Wethersfield
and Kewanee citizens to sign up, and he
was elected as a lieutenant a company of
Kewaneeans which eventually became
part of the 124th Regiment of the Illinois
Volunteer Infantry. His brother, Julius Au-
gustus Pratt, was the first Kewaneean in
the two companies to die in the Civil War. %
After the Vicksburg siege in 1863, N. H. Pratt
was promoted to captain.

After the war, Pratt opened an insurance agency
in Kewanee on the south side of Second Street mid-
way between Tremont and Chestnut streets. In 1867,
President Johnson appointed Pratt Kewanee’s post-
master, and he ran the Post Office from his Second
Street business from 1867 until 1887 when his wife,
Louise Anna Sloan, daughter of early Kewanee pio-
neer Seymour Sloan, died. Pratt moved back to New
York, remarried, and eventually moved to the Chi-
cago area, where he died in 1895. At his death,
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Kewanee’s newspaper, the Independent, wrote
that “Capt. Pratt was a man of sterling qual-
ities who always had the greatest respect
of those who knew him.”

The following is an excerpt from the
HISTORY OF THE 124TH REGIMENT ILLI-
NOIS INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, OTHERWISE
KNOWN A4S THE HUNDRED AND TwoO
DozeN, by R. L. Coward, Chaplain. It
describes a day or so in the life of
Kewanee’s Union soldiers in battle against
o the Confederates as part of the Mobile
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“Company A, under Lieut. W. F. Dodge was
then sent out as a skirmish line to feel of the
enemy on our right front, while company F,
commanded by Capt. N. H. Pratt, was sent out
for the same purpose in front of our left.

“Capt. Pratt deployed his company with his
left resting on the enemy's main line of works,
and swept forward. After advancing about a
hundred and fifty yards, a piece of artillery
opened on them with grape, but they speedily
captured it, sustaining no damage, and with it
eight or ten prisoners and another gun.

“Sending his prisoners to the rear, the cap-
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Kewanee Post Office.

Below: Early 1880 photo of Second St. look-
ing east to Tremont St.

Right: Excerpt of 1885 Sanborn Ins. Co. map.
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tain requested permission to continue his ad-
vance, giving as a reason that he believed the
enemy were evacuating, and these few men
were only a feint to cover the escape of the
cape of the main body. Company F

to

that we had done a pretty good night's work.

“The division took about 500 prisoners, of
which we took our full share. The troops on our
left took the confederates in the rifle-pits in

continued to move forward, capturing
eight or ten pieces of artillery, and
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more men than its own force num-
bered, till nearly midnight. Some of the
men inquired if the captain was going
to take company F to Mobile unsup-
ported.

“But at last the rest of the regiment
came up to find the rebels really gone,
penetrating as far in the darkness as
Old Spanish Fort, which it reached
about midnight. Here we stacked arms
and rested a little, scrambling mean-
time for the possession of the guns,
and for the hams and corn meal left by
the garrison.

“But very soon the ‘Octorara,’ not
knowing of the change of administra-
tion in the Fort, sent a hundred-
pounder shell at us, and it was deemed
prudent to withdraw. So we returned

# i”"" x* b N ; '_Q-- .
3 e ' 1y
S Qf’! A "’l’“';";s;: o g, e WXyt .
.n“? _ wCOpar : o
. { ™ k" By 1{/5“
P - i > e

1 osaiogne

to our quartiers, reaching them about
three o’clock in the morning, confidant
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The map depicts the array of Confederate forfifications surround-
ing Mobile Bay in early 1865. The Spanish Fort is highlighted.
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front of them, who had been left to their fate by until after midnight upon learning that the Fort
the retreating garrison, but they did not do it as in our hands.”

Watercolor of USS Octorara by Alex Stuart.
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