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Our hometown had a number of actively-used 
parks or park-like areas by the second decade of the 
20th century. They included the old Crystal Lake 
area, the Coal Valley area, Terminal Park, Chautau-
qua Park, Windmont Park, East Park, West Park, 
Leggett Field, McKinley Park, and the Wethersfield 
Commons. Those spaces were privately owned, 
owned by the school districts, or owned by the cities.  

But with the creation of the Kewanee District Park 
Board in 1919, there became an organized park dis-
trict and a framework for the future, coordinated, de-
velopment of a true park system.  

By January, 1920, the Park Dis-
trict Board had identified four parks 
for it to build or acquire for its sys-
tem. The first would be at the site of 
the former Kewanee Mining & 
Mfg. Company’s brickyard and ice 
plant at the corner of Main and 
Eleventh St. The Board also would 
acquire the already-developed 
Chautauqua Park from the West 
Side Businessmen. Nearly 100 
acres of sprawling land along Coal 
Valley would be acquired for a 
crown jewel of the park.  

The final location identified by the  

Board was a half-acre, triangular piece of land, 330 
ft. x 358 ft. by 161 feet, near the Kewanee Boiler 
Company as a possible park location. At the time, it 
was flooded and being used for ice skating. 

By July 1920, Liberty Park had been named and in-
itial funds had been allocated for its development. 
Bounded by the railroad tracks to the north, Rose Street 
to the south, and Franklin Street to the east, the park 
would be built after Northeast Park was completed on 
the KMMC land.  

By early 1923, plans were underway for the park 
to have a comfort station, wading pool, sand pits, and 
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playground equipment, including 
chutes, swings, teeter totters, and 
other apparatus. 

Liberty Park 
open-ed in time 
for the Fourth of 
July. Although 

not all of the play-
ground equipment had 
arrived, the wading 
pool and covered 
sand pit proved pop-
ular for the target 

group, children under 10 years old. 
On July 24, Genevieve Sparling, the 
park’s summer supervisor, reported 

that 305 youngsters had used the 
park on that day alone. 

Over the years, the park was used 
for a multitude of activities.  There 
were various exercise and swim-
ming classes, children’s pageants 
(attended by up to a thousand spec-
tators), picnics, wiener roasts, fire-
works, and other events large and 
small. The focus, however, always 
remained on young children. 

But, as the city grew in size and 
use of automobiles grew as well, the 
park district worried for the safety 
of the children. Traffic on Rose and 
Franklin Streets increased, and the 

railroad tracks always presented a 
hazard. In 1950, the Park Board ex-
plored its options. 

In 1951, the city, which owned 
West Park, and the park district 
reached an agreement for the Lib-
erty Park playground to be moved to 
north part of West Park, which had 
been used only sporadically.  

The new playground area was 
bounded by the diagonal sidewalks 
on the north side of West Park, con-
verging near the middle of the park. 
A new wading pool, bathhouse, 
dressing rooms, and a filter house Park District Board Chairman E. E. Baker (left, behind pool) 

Kewanee Boiler Co. on other side of tracks; comfort station on left; cov-
ered sand pit center back behind pool 

Playground behind wading pool and comfort station (left) 

Miss 
Sparling 
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were constructed, and the playground equipment was 
moved from the old location. The city continued to 
own the land while the park district was responsible 
for operating and maintaining the playground park 
and equipment. Kewanee Boiler purchased the land 
on which the old Liberty Park sat for use as a parking 
lot.  

The city government leased the land to the park 
district which was responsible for managing and 
maintaining that portion. That arrangement contin-
ues today, with Liberty Park located on the north end 
of West Park, Kewanee’s first park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening day for Liberty Park at West Park 


