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In September 1900, the Kewanee Mining & Man-
ufacturing Company was formed. The purpose of the 
business was to (1) manufacture and sell common, 
pressed front, and paving brick, (2) manufacture ice 
and provide cold storage, 
and (3) conduct mining op-
erations and sell coal. The 
incorporators were three 
Kewaneeans along with two 
others experienced in the ar-
tificial ice business – a for-
mer New York congress-
man and the current New 
York fire commissioner. 

KMMC located its manu-
facturing operations on prop-
erty bounded by Main, 
Tenth, Eleventh, and Vine 
Streets, while its mining op-
erations were sited north-
west of Main and Eleventh. 
Its pressed brick plant 
would produce 20,000 bricks 
a day, employ around 150 
workers, and be only the 
second brick plant along the 
Chicago, Burlington and 
Quincy Railroad. 

In January 1901, KMMC contracted for con-
struction of a 40 ft. x 70 ft. brick building for its ice 
plant. Other buildings would be erected to house the 
engine and boilers, and it would sink an artisan well 
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on the property. Sales of ice would begin later in the 
spring.  

In May 1901, the city let a contract for brick side-
walks and specified that KMMC bricks be used. In 
June, KMMC had built tramways and had laid track 
for making bricks on a large scale.  

By early summer, KMMC’s ice plant was com-
pleted and was reportedly turning out a “very supe-
rior quality of ice.”  

Meanwhile, Mayhew & Stancliff, which had been 
supplying Mississippi River ice in Kewanee, began 
building a competing artificial ice plant on Park 
Street, west of the railroad depot. The competition, 
however, was short-lived. In July, KMMC acquired 
Mayhew & Stancliff’s operation. KMCC would con-
tinue the Park Street operation until it could complete 
its ice plant on North Main Street, at which time it 
would consolidate its ice making operations there. 

In October the Park Street plant was closed and its 
equipment moved to the North Main Street plant 
where a storehouse which could hold five hundred 
tons of ice had been built. 

In April 1902, KMMC announced it was doubling 
its workforce at its ice and brick plants, to 300 work-
ers. Already producing 40,000 bricks a day, it pur-
chased a new machine which would increase produc-
tion to over 170,000 bricks a day. To house the new 
machine, KMMC would build a new 75 ft. x 250 ft. 
building joined to the existing plant. Instead of natu-
rally drying the bricks for 12 days in sheds before 

Jan. 11, 1901 Kewanee Daily Star Courier 

KMMC plant looking to the east. The pond in background later was the location of the first Northeast 
Park pool. The houses beyond the pond are on North Vine Street. 
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placing them in the kilns, iron cars on the 
tracks and loaded with bricks would be 
rolled into newly-built, heated tunnels to al-
low drying within 24 hours. 

Unfortunately, the KMMC pond near its 
ice plant often proved to be a hazard, par-
ticularly in winter. A December 1902 arti-
cle warned skaters to stay away from the 
pond because the discharged warm water 
from the plant resulted in only a thin crust 
of ice but with the appearance of thicker 
ice. 

In 1903, KMMC announced further ex-
penditures to improve its operations, in-
cluding for its coal mining business, which 
had been able to supply only half of the de-

mand during cold weather. The same year, 
the company completely switched from 
mule and horse power to electric power to 
move its clay, brick, coal, and other heavy 
matter around its sites. By year’s end, 
KMMC was listed as the fifth largest com-
pany in Kewanee, behind only Western 
Tube, Kewanee Boiler, Boss Mfg., and Pe-
ter’s Pump. 

In early 1904, KMMC announced that it 
was starting a construction operation to bid 
on projects of any size and in any city. In 
October, the company began hiring yet 
more workers for its burgeoning business. 

However, tragedy struck on January 7, 
1905, when KMMC’s buildings were de-
stroyed by a fire. The fire started at about 

4:30 p.m. in the brickmaking room in the 
northwest corner of the plant. Driven by a 
bitterly cold wind from the west, the fire 
soon engulfed the brickmaking plant, the 
ice plant, the office building, and the engine 
houses. The loss was estimated at about 
$90,000. Because of the losses, the KMMC 
coal mines, which had turned out 15,000 
tons of coal, the most in Henry County that 
year, were closed. 

In July, after KMMC decided not pro-
ceed, it leased its property to M. C. Quinn 
to rebuild the brick and ice plants and take 
over the coal mining operations. But 

Workers in front of one of the kilns 

A boiler room for generating heat for curing bricks 

KMCC coal miners 
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Quinn’s efforts failed. In October, 
he leased the coal mines to Phillip 
Henry Coal Co.  and in February 
1906, foreclosure proceedings be-
gan. In May, the Kewanee Brick 
Co. was formed in an attempt to 
start up that part of KMMC’s busi-
ness. That attempt failed, and in 
1907, the land was sold to housing 
developers. 

The KMMC property, however, 
continued to pose safety issues. In 
1906, a young man drowned in the 
old pond on the west side of Main 
Street from which KMMC obtained 
clay for its bricks. In 1912, a 14-
year-old boy drowned in the pond to 
the east of the ice plant. In reporting 
the latter death, the newspaper said 
that the two ponds had claimed at 
least six lives over the years. In 1914, the paper re-
ported of complaints from near the old pond about 
it being used as a dumping ground, with foul odors 
and blowing waste. Over the ensuing years, warning 
about the dangers inherent in and around the area 
were regularly issued. Finally, the ponds were closed 
and filled. 

After the creation of the Kewanee Park District in 
1919, it was announced that the first park would be 
built at the KMMC brick and ice site, would aptly be 
called Northeast Park, and would include a 

swimming pool. Original plans would locate the pool 
in the center of the park. But in 1922, the park district 
decided that the site of the old KMMC clay pond 
would be a more natural location and also allow for 
a larger clay-bottomed pool. In July 1923, the largest 
outdoor pool in Illinois and second largest in the 
United States opened at Northeast Park.  

Kewanee Mining & Mfg. came on the scene 
quickly, grew successfully just as quickly, and then 
fell by the wayside nearly as quickly. But what it left 
behind became one of Kewanee’s, one of the 
region’s, and one of the state’s most beautiful parks. 

Pond to the east of the old KMMC ice plant. The houses in the dis-
tance were on North Vine Street, at least one of which still stands. 

Northeast Park swimming pool, ca 1924  
(A 1925 national magazine reported that the pool had held 1,000 bathers at one time) 


