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For years Kewanee had fine quality 
independent baseball teams such as the 
Kewanee Regulars. But in April 1906, 
a group organized the new Kewanee 
Baseball Association in order to “give 
the city a first class article of base-
ball.” Frank F. Shults was chosen as 

manager of the 
new team. (In 
addition to his 
work in sports, 
Shults was the 
manager of the 
Kewanee opera 
house.) Plans 
were under-
way to erect a 
new 90 ft. long 

grandstand behind home plate at Termi-
nal Park. Other seating was moved closer 
to the ball diamond and more bleachers 
would be added. Local players were en-
couraged to tryout but the team would not turn away 
outside talent. The team would keep the name the 
Kewanee Regulars. 

But at some point, Kewaneeans began inquiring 
about the possibility of securing a professional minor 
league team which would play in the Class D Iowa  

State League.  

In 1902, the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues had 
been formed as an umbrella organiza-
tion for minor league baseball. It 
reached an agreement with the Na-
tional and American leagues to estab-
lish a classification system, roster and 
salary limits, and a system for drafting 
players. The Iowa League was one of 
the 14 leagues to join the NA. 

In October 1907, the Iowa League 
told Shults that the Marshalltown 
franchise was being dropped from the 
league, and that if Kewanee could 
guarantee an attendance for the year 
of at least 20,000, it could expect a 
team. To move the ball forward, 
Shults chaired a committee formed to 
obtain 40 subscribers at $50 per share 
to finance the proposed Kewanee 

franchise. 

At the December 9 Iowa League’s meeting on 
membership, the Kewanee 12-person delegation was 
led by attorney H. S. Pomeroy and included Kewanee 
baseball stalwarts such as Shults, John P. Brady, and 
Dave Pollack. The league voted to add Kewanee, and 
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it joined Quincy, Waterloo, Jacksonville, Bur-
lington, Oskaloosa, Ottumwa, and Keokuk in 
the league. Also at the meeting, the league was 
renamed the Central Association, salary limits 
and game guarantees were set, and a 126 game 
schedule was established. The league would 
also seek to become a Class C league. 

With a franchise secured, Kewanee needed 
to catch up with the other teams in the league. 

First, in January 1908, the team retained 
Harry Bosse, the 32 year-old Keokuk first base-
man, as its first skipper. 

Next, the team needed a 
name. The Kewanee Star-
Courier ran a naming con-
test, and “Boiler Makers” 
garnered 82,000 votes to 
54,000 votes for “Prairie 
Chickens.” “Eagles” had 
12,000 votes while “Hus-
tlers” netted 9,000. With 
votes ranging from 760 to 
only ten, the also-rans were 
“Boosiers,” “Calves,” “In-
fants,” “Bosse’s Calves,” 
“New  Comers,” “Ostriches,” 
and “Loco Focas.” 

The starting line-up for 
opening day on May 7 in 
Quincy saw Bosse at first, 
Rebscher at second, Burg at 
short, Kourik at third, 

Johnston in left, Copeland in center, Nelch 
in right, Elliott catching, and Wagner pitch-
ing. But the team would cycle through nu-
merous other players and three managers 
during the course of its first season. 

When the Boiler Makers beat Quincy in 
their first-ever game, they found them-
selves atop of the Central Association 
standings – for the only time the entire sea-
son. 

After a successful three and one road 

trip, Kewanee planned for the 
home opener on May 12. 
Most Kewanee businesses 
closed in time for the start of 
the festivities scheduled be-
fore the 3:30 p.m. game.  

First there was a parade 
comprised of the teams, dig-
nitaries, the Redmen band, 
firemen and wagons, the 
equestrian club, and citizens 
in carriages. It traveled 
throughout downtown, after 
which fans made their way to 
Terminal Park by autos and 
street cars. There, the fans 
were treated to a pre-game 
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concert by the Redmen band. After the mayor threw 
out the first pitch, the Boiler Makers introduced 
Kewanee to its first-ever professional minor league 
game. 

Unfortunately, Kewanee lost its home opener. And 
it lost many other games that first season as well. The  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boiler Makers ended up in seventh place in the Cen-
tral Association with a 48-79 record. But they would 
improve in the years ahead, bringing Kewanee excit-
ing times and helping to place the city on the baseball 
map of the Midwest. 

KEWANEE, ILL. TEAM – Central Association 
Front:   Berg, Johnston, Crandal, Copeland, Lage, Hodge 

Back:   Wagner, Noe, Stevenson, Pressy, Calahan, Lewis, Fisher  
 


