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The Beginning of a Kewanee Furniture Empire
Good’s Furniture’s Modest Foundation Built in Our Hometown
Elmer Samuel Good was born in 1863 in Wethersfield, to Samuel Washington Good and Mary Ann
Dickinson Northrup. It was a humble start for the
founder of a now-famous
Kewanee business.
Samuel Good had arrived
in Wethersfield in 1851 with
his parents, Dorrington Good
and Alice Hoar. When his father died in 1856, Samuel
maintained the family farm in
the northeast quarter of Section 1 in Wethersfield Township. Samuel and Mary Ann
were married in 1858, and she
eventually gave birth to eight
children
Elmer likely attended the
South Brick School in Wethersfield, on today’s Tenney
Street, and then the Old Academy on the edge of Wethersfield and Kewanee Townships, on today’s South
Chestnut Street.
In 1891, Elmer left for Bur-

lington, Iowa, where he attended business college.
When he returned to Kewanee, Elmer was active
in civic affairs. He was a member of the Masons and
later an officer; and a
member of the Y.M.C.A.
and the Young Men’s Sunday Evening Club. He was
active in his church and a
member of the Knights
Templar. He also was a
member of the Shakespeare Home Study Circle.
Elmer enjoyed athletic
endeavors as well. He
played base ball (including
indoor base ball), golf, and
was an avid bicycler,
proud owner of Adlake
wheels. (The May 5, 1895,
Star Courier reported that
Elmer “collided with a
cow. They untangled themselves after three rounds,
the cow and the wheel both
being slightly damaged.”)
In 1895, C. J. Road-

installed for the display of large
pieces of furniture. They offered a
wide variety of goods and services,
including furniture and musical instruments, and upholstery and embalming and undertaker services.
But by 1900, Elmer and Palmer
had a parting of the ways. Elmer
maintained the furniture business
at the same location while Palmer
moved his embalming and undertaking business a few stores to the
west.

strand sold his interest in the Roadstrand & Palmer
furniture and undertaker business, located at 204 W.
Second Street, to Elmer. The business was renamed
Palmer & Good.
In 1898, Palmer & Good moved into A. McLean’s
new brick business building at 108-110 W. Second
Street. The business occupied the three main floors
and the basement of the building, except for office
space for McLean. Special plate glass windows extending almost the full width of the building were
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In 1901, with
his business future firmly in his
own hands, Elmer
married
Jean Oliver in a
private family
ceremony. It was
a surprise to the
couple’s many friends.
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Jean had been born
in 1874 in Wethersfield, to William R.
Oliver and Elizabeth
Jackson
Turnbull.
Both of her parents
were from Scotland.
By the 1860s, William was farming in
the northeast corner
of Section 22 in
Wethersfield Township. Jean likely attended nearby School
No. 8, then at the Old
Academy, followed
by studying music at
Monmouth College.

At that time, I doubt that anyone, including
Elmer and Jean, could have imagined that by the
end of 20th century, E. S. Good’s furniture business would be not only Kewanee’s preeminent
furniture enterprise, but one with an immense
multi-state, regional reputation.
(Perhaps there’ll be future stories about the early
years of E. S. Good’s business.)

In 1904, the couple’s first child, Everett Oliver,
was born. He was followed by Wallace Theodore in
1908.
By the end of the decade, Elmer’s business was operating out of the building at 208 N. Main St. It was
one of four furniture stores operating in Kewanee.
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