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Annual Fundraiser 2020
Much has happened over the past 
year, including a new building for 
the Museum and our increasing 
online presence with additions to our 
kewaneehistory.com website and the 
addition of the Kewanee Nostalgia 
Facebook group.  We expect the new 
building will help us improve how we 
present our museum artifacts, photos, 
and documents and our continued 
online efforts will help share Kewanee 
history to a wider audience.  

The work that we are doing would not 
be possible without the continuing 
generosity and support of our 
members.  Thank you very much.   We 
are asking for your continued financial 
support this year to help with the 
expense of operating and improving 
our museum.   Last year’s fundraiser 
was a great success thanks to the 
generosity of many members.   For the 
calendar year 2019 we received about 
$23 thousand in contributions from 
about 70 members.  

Thank you very much 
to those who donated in 
2019.

Members that donated 
$500 or more accounted 
for almost $15,000 of 
our total donations and 
included an anonymous 
donor, Mike and Kathy 
DeWalt, David Good, 
Henry County Insurance 
Agents, Duane Lempke, 

O U R
H I S T
O R Y

Robert and Jane Morse, Michael 
Fischer and Jane Rogers, Mr. & Mrs. 
James Ratcliffe, and the Kewanee 
Rotary Club.  We also received a 
matching gift from Illinois Tool Works.

We’d also like to thank those that made 
in-kind contributions to the society:  
B&B Printing, Ed’s Heating and 
Plumbing, Network Business Systems 
of Geneseo (our internet provider), 
Mark Tudder (trash pickup), Kewanee 
Star Courier and WKEI.

This is our only special fundraising 
event of the year.   Please support 
it if you can and send your check to 
Kewanee Historical Society, 211 N. 
Chestnut St., Kewanee, IL 61443.  
We are a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization.
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Ballhawks Mural
 
The Kewanee Walldogs Murals Com-
mittee headed by Dianne Packee is 
going ahead with the 19th Kewanee 
mural, which will be dedicated to the 
Kewanee Ballhawks.  It will be paint-
ed from July 6 to 10 on the west side 
of the 2nd Street building that faces 
Union Federal Savings and Loan.

According to our own Larry Lock, 
who has written several articles about 
the Ballhawks, the young women who 
comprised the team brought consid-
erable recognition to Kewanee during 
the 1950s and into the 1970s.

The team was started in 1948 through 
the efforts of Mrs. Grace Larson.  
Originally, they were known as the 

Merchanettes since Grace persuaded 
a number of merchants to sponsor 
the team.  

In 1956 the Ballhawks won the first of 
five IASA championships, repeating 
in 1958, 1959, 1960 and 1961.  Their 
’61 title earned them the opportunity 
to host the 1962 ASA Midwest Re-
gional. 
Their hopes of winning the regional 
for the first time were not fulfilled and 
many of the team’s veterans retired, 

Search Kewanee 
Newspapers Online

We’ve mentioned this resource in past 
newsletters and it’s worth reminding 
you again this year.   The Kewanee 
newspaper digital project is spon-
sored by the Kewanee Public Library 
and supported by the Kewanee His-
torical Society and the Henry County 
Genealogical Society.  Over the past 
year almost three decades of addi-
tional newspapers were added.  The 
archive now stretches from the 1850’s 
to 2001.  It’s a valuable tool for re-
searching Kewanee’s past and is fun 
and interesting to just “read the pa-
per” from a date in history.  The direct 
link to search over 140 years of online 
Kewanee papers is kewanee.advan-
tage-preservation.com.

ending the glory years for the Ball-
hawks.

The team continued until 1974 under 
the coaching of Dot Larson, daughter 
of Grace Larson.  The team remained 
competitive but did not win any 
more state titles. Dot, an outstanding 
catcher, and teammates Fran Seke-
ta and pitcher Gerry Hammerstrand 
have been inducted into the IASA Hall 
of Fame, along with Grace.  For more 
about the Ballhawks you can find arti-
cles by Larry on our kewaneehistory.
com website.

Photo of the Ballhawks Mural that will 
be painted this Summer
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In 1951 the name was changed to 
Ballhawks and they were on their way 
to becoming one of the top teams in 
the Illinois Amateur Softball Associa- 
tion (IASA). They finished 2nd in the 
association state tournament in 1952 
and 1954.



Carol Andris
6908 E. 2000 St.
Kewanee IL 61443

WE ARE MOVING!

The big news 
this year is 
our new 
museum 
building.   
In late 
Novem-
ber of 
2019 
OSF 
(hospital 
group) 
donated their 
unused build-
ing in the middle of 
downtown Kewanee to the Kewanee 
Historical Society.  It’s at 125 N Trem-
ont, the South West corner of Tremont 
and Second streets.  We couldn’t ask 
for a better, more centrally located loca-
tion. It’ll give us more space, and it has 
a working elevator to make it easier for 
folks to see displays on every floor. 
The new building is in generally good 
condition but does require significant 
updates.   We are replacing the roof-
ing, the HVAC system, doing mainte-
nance to the brick work, painting, and 
carpeting much of the new museum.   
Thankfully, in addition to the generous 
donations of our members, we received 
a bequest in 2019 from the Agnes and 
Paul Miller trust that has helped make 
the refurbishment possible.  Your dona-
tions, the donation of the building by 
OSF and the bequest are greatly appre-
ciated and will help ensure that the His-
torical Society will be able to preserve 
and share Kewanee’s history in a great 
museum for many years to come.   
Work has started and will continue over 
the summer. We are expecting to have 
the building in “move in” condition by 
mid-September.    The current plan is to 
operate the existing museum at 211 N 
Chestnut throughout the Summer and 
move the collection in the Fall.   It’ll be 
a significant effort to get that done, but 

it’ll be well worth it when 
we’re done.

We’ll work on organizing new 
displays and getting everything set 

up in the Spring and through next 
Summer … it’ll certainly be a work in 
progress for a while.  
The move gives us a great opportu-
nity to reorganize what we have and 
to feature some items that we’ve just 
not had the room to display … such 
as the WKEI sign that used to sit atop 
the Hotel Kewanee and a fire wag-
on from the early days of Kewanee 
Boiler.
Thank you for support as we under-
take this major move.

History of the New 
Building

The April 1942 fire that started in the 
Kewanee Dry Goods store destroyed 
many buildings on Tremont and Sec-
ond Streets in downtown Kewanee.  
One of the first locations that was 
rebuilt was the South West Corner 
of Tremont and Second streets … 
our new museum building.  The new 
building was built for the Carps De-
partment Store which opened in that 
location in December of 1942.

Carps occupied the building until the 
early 1950’s.  It then became “The 
Vogue”, a women’s clothing store that 

Find us on...

The Kewanee Historical Society’s 
Facebook group “Kewanee Nostal-
gia” is a great resource to rem-
inisce and learn about Kewanee 
history. It was originally created 
by Hayden Baldwin and we’ve been 
helping build it for the past few years 
and took it over in early 2020.  It’s a 
Facebook group with almost 2,400 
members and about 1,500 view the 
site every day.  To help keep the dis-
cussion active we post a photo or two 
of Kewanee’s past from the 1880’s to 
2000 almost every day.   Members of 
the group also post photos and mem-
ories of Kewanee.  It’s a very active 
and friendly group and over the past 
year alone has had over 1,000 origi-
nal posts, 15,000 comments, 90,000 
“likes” and about 500,000 visits to the 
site from its members.

It’s a “private” group, which means 
we ask everyone who wants to join 
whether they have a connection to 
Kewanee. That helps keep the group 
focused on its purpose, Kewanee 
Nostalgia.  Posts about anything other 
than Kewanee’s pre 2000 history 
are not allowed.  There’s no politics, 
current events, memes, or general 
unrelated posting.  It’s really a great 
group and if you’re not currently a 
member you owe it to yourself to 
check it out.  To do that you need to 
have a Facebook account … just type 

“Kewanee Nostalgia” in the search 
window of Facebook and you’ll find 

the site.    Hit the join button and 
answer the one question we ask 
… “What’s your connection to 
Kewanee.”

Visit us at...

Be sure to check out our website at 
www.kewaneehistory.com.   We con-
tinue to add content.   We’ve added a 
new section this year for Dean Karau’s 

“Dusty Roads” articles that 
have been published in 

the Star Courier. There 
are nearly 50 and 
are very well done 
and offer a wealth 

of information about 
Kewanee history.  Dean 

does significant research for 
each article and it shows in the fin-
ished product.   You can find them in 
their own tab at the top of the website 
called “Dusty Roads”

In addition to Dean’s articles we con-
tinue to add photos, videos, and doc-
uments.  Over the past year the num-
ber of photo galleries has increased 
from 44 to 51 and we have close to 
3,000 photos of Kewanee available on 
the Website.

In 2019 we had about 8,000 unique 
visits to the website, over 27,000 
page views, and many more individ-
ual photo views.  The most popular 
single page view is Larry Lock’s histo-
ry of Kewanee Boiler, which was read 
3,200 times.

We are busy adding new content to 
the www.kewaneehistory.com web-
site every month, so even if you’ve 
seen it, you may want to check in 
from time to time to see what’s new.

Email Help

Our annual newsletter is the only 
time each year that we contact 
members, and, like this newsletter, 
it has always been a paper copy 
sent through the mail.   While we 
have no intention of flooding your 
inbox with junk, we would like to 
have your email address.   Many of 
you are probably just as happy to 
get an emailed newsletter as a pa-
per copy.  It would save us a little 
expense and give us the opportunity 
to contact you every once-in-a-while 
with email if something new and 
noteworthy happens at the museum.  
This year in particular that would be 
the case.  Later this year as the work 
on the new museum progresses, we 
thought it would be a good idea to 
send members a few photos of the 
interior of the new museum … and 
maybe next spring after we move 
the collection, we could send photos 
of the new museum layout.   

So, we’re asking you to send an 
email to the Historical Society and in 
the email just let us know if you’d 
you prefer the newsletter to continue 
to come to your house in the mail 
or if email is O.K. with you.  Also, 
please add your name to the email 
… sometimes it’s hard to tell from 
an email address who the sender 
is.   Send it to: kewaneehistory@ke-
wanee.com

W e ’ r e 
continuing 
to scan, 
s h a r e , 

and archive 
old Kewanee 

photos and 
documents. We have about 5,000 
photos scanned so far.  We’d love to 
see your old Kewanee photos and to 
include them in the museum’s digital 
archive.  Here’s how to help us do that:
1. Stop by the museum when we’re 
open and we’d be happy to scan them 
on the spot.  You can keep or donate 
the originals as you like.
2. If you have access to a scanner you 
can scan your photos and email them 
to us.  When you scan please set your 
scanner to 600 DPI.
3. You can mail your photos to us and 
we can scan them … if you want the 
originals back please let us know.   Be 
aware there’s some risk of damage or 
loss in the mail.

We’re not looking for your family 
holiday snapshots … we’re looking for 
photos of Kewanee.  It’s fine if there 
are people in them, just as long as they 
include buildings or events in Kewanee.   
Pictures from any time before 2000 
would be great.   There seems to be 
great interest in photos from the 50’s, 
60’s and 70’s on our Facebook group.

many of you will remember.  In 
1973 it became “Lou-Marge’s”, 

also a women’s clothing 
store.   In 1988 the build-
ing was donated to the Ke-
wanee Public Hospital.  The 
hospital was later acquired 
by the OSF Hospital system 
and OSF donated the build-

ing to the Historical Society in 
November of 2019.   

There are links to a variety of Kewanee 
related websites, including to the Ke- 
wanee Newspaper search site. The 
newspaper search is free and exten- 
sive, with papers from the mid-1800’s 
to 2001.


