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Richard Carroll – A Black Man’s Journey to Freedom
Born a Slave, He Fought in the Civil War Before Making a Life in Kewanee
(This week’s story flows from
the fine work of Mary Frances, a
Springfield professor and artist.
Mary recently released a video
documentary, EVA CARROLL MONROE AND THE LINCOLN COLORED
HOME. This story is about Eva’s
father.)

burgh Landing, Tennessee,
where the Battle of Shiloh
occurred in April.
Richard’s next stop was in
Cairo, Illinois, where he became
a manservant for a provost
marshal in charge of military
police. Subsequently, the marshal was transferred to Kewanee, along with Richard. But
when the marshal resigned from
the army in late 1863, Richard
lost his job.

Richard E. Carroll was born
in 1844 to Cynthia Hayes and
Nelson Carroll, slaves laboring
on a farm near Point Pleasant,
Missouri, along the Mississippi
River about 10 miles south of
New Madrid.
In 1862, Confederate troops
occupied the area. But in March,
Union General John Pope led a six
week successful attack on New
Madrid, giving the Union greater
control of the Mississippi River.

It was common for states and
cities to pay bounties to meet recruiting quotas. In Illinois, the state
bounty was $100, and Kewanee paid an
additional $50 for single enlistees and
$100 for married ones. When Richard
learned of the bounties, he knew
immediately what he needed to do.

Soon, Richard Carroll fled the
farm and joined the nearby Union
army where he worked as a cook.
Eventually he was taken to Pitts-

In December 1863, in Kewanee,
Richard enlisted, along with four
other Black Kewaneeans, all originally from the New Madrid area.
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(The others were Frank
Lewis, George Bolden,
Archibald Hopson, and
Oliver Ward.) In January in Quincy, Richard
became a private in
Company D of the 29th
Regiment U. S. Colored
Infantry.
Richard and his fellow Black Kewaneeans saw Abraham Lincoln later in January
when the president
reviewed the Colored
Infantry regiment in
Quincy.

first child was born in Illinois. A second child was
born in 1869. In 1870, Richard and Mary were living
with their daughters in Elmira Township in Stark
County, where he farmed while Mary kept house.
By 1876, Richard and his family had moved to
Kewanee. He was working as one of the sixty or so
miners in the coal shafts north of town, many owned
by Lathrop Coal & Mining Company, founded in
1869.
The Carroll family lived on Cutters Avenue (the
200 block of today’s Elliot Street) south of South
Street (today’s Central Boulevard). Their neighbors
included Emanuel Bailey, father of later-to-befamous architect Walter T. Bailey. By this time
Richard and Mary had three more daughters, and the
children likely attended the old Irving Elementary
School, built in 1867.

In July 1864 in Petersburg, Virginia, Richard was
at the Battle of the Crater. Of the nearly 1,900
soldiers injured in the fight, 275 casualties were from
the Colored Infantry, the most of any unit.
But Richard
suffered an epileptic attack while
in the service,
which he attributed to the
excitement of
battle and drinking water that
was contaminated with blood.
The army, however, diagnosed
it as a preexisting condition of epilepsy
and issued him a
disability discharge in October 1864.
Subsequently,
in early 1865, a Richard Carroll, fitting Richard E.
Carroll’s age and physical description, volunteered
in Chicago, joined the 13th Regiment U.S. Colored
Heavy Artillery, collected a bounty, and was
mustered out in November 1865 in Louisville,
Kentucky.

In 1877, Kewanee’s Black
population hovered around 40
citizens. Richard
became part of
the group which
organized
Kewanee’s African
Methodist Episcopal
Church.
Richard worked
tirelessly on behalf of the congregation to raise
funds to help the
church survive.
Richard was
active in other
Black causes. He
subscribed to the
WEEKLY LOUISIANIAN, a newspaper founded by P.
B. S. Pinchback in 1870. Pinchback was an officer in

After the war, Richard E. Carroll met Mary Frey,
a Kentuckian eight years his junior. In 1868, their
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the Civil War and the first Black governor in the U.
S. The paper was one of the few newspapers in the
1800s that appealed to a racially diverse audience. It
supported desegregation in education and encouraged Black involvement in politics. Richard
regularly shared it with Kewanee’s newspapers.
In 1879, the Kewanee paper reported on Richard’s
participation in a remembrance of the fifteenth anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation held at
the AME Church in Princeton. He also wrote numerous letters to the editor and gave church lectures
about Blacks’ need to work and vote.
By 1880, Richard’s and Mary’s family grew to
seven daughters and one son. To help support his
family, Richard started a laundry business in 1880.
Samples of his work were placed in a case in front of
Staples Shoe Store in downtown Kewanee. He also
worked as a porter at the Kewanee House.

Richard eventually received a military pension
and moved to Springfield. He continued to be actively engaged in his local community. But his second
wife died and three more marriages ended in divorce.
Richard was 73 years-old when he died on December 8, 1917, during an unusually hard winter at the
Quincy Veteran’s Home. He was buried in a potter’s
field with a marked grave at Oak Ridge Cemetery in
Springfield.
Richard Carroll’s story is one repeated many
times by Blacks as they transitioned from slavery to
citizenship. Their stories deserve to be told.
(Dave Clarke, ably assisted by Henry County
genealogist Steve Morrison, has written two columns
for the Star Courier on aspects of these Black Civil
War veterans who relocated to Kewanee, HOW 25
SLAVES FROM MISSOURI CAME TO KEWANEE (June 14,
2016), and KEWANEE ‘COLORED TROOPS’ HELPED END
THE CIVIL WAR (February 24, 2017).
You can learn more about Mary Frances’ video at:
https://maryfrancesartist7.wixsite.com
/lincolncoloredhome.
Eva Carroll Monroe was born in 1869 in Illinois
and lived in Kewanee for a number of her early
years. The Lincoln Colored Home and other civic
engagements eventually became her life's work. In
addition to Steve Morrison, Mary also received
assistance from the Kewanee Historical Society and
Larry Lock in making her video.
In September, Mary Frances arranged for a grave
marker to be added to Mary Frey Carroll’s gravesite.)

Tragedy struck in June 1880 when Mary Carroll
died after a long struggle with scarlet fever
complicated by giving birth. She was only 31 years
old. She left behind Richard and eight children.
Many attended her funeral at the AME Church, and
she was buried in an unmarked grave at Pleasant
View Cemetery.
After Mary’s death, Richard left Kewanee for
Macomb. In December 1882, He married Charity
Kitchen, a Missourian 10 years younger than him, at
the AME Church in Macomb.
In 1884 Richard became the first Black to run as
a Republican for political office in Macomb. After
his defeat, he said “[t]he will of the convention is my
political law.”
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