
The 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment 
 

A Collection of Stories from Kewanee Celebrating Women’s Rights. 

 

We celebrate adoption of the amendment which removed most legal barriers to women's right to vote. 
But Native Americans were still denied that right until later in the decade, and until the Civil Rights 
legislation in the 1960s, Black women (and men) were victims of voter suppression tactics - intimidation, 
poll taxes, literacy tests, to name a few. And today, some are still trying to prevent U.S. citizens from voting 
through new suppression tactics. 

We have four articles from historians and writers with strong ties to Kewanee. 

Dave Clarke writes on a Native American woman who spoke in Kewanee the week the 19th Amendment 
was adopted. 

Carla Hillman of the League of Women Voters of Kewanee will remind us of the history of the League 
in Kewanee and its role in non-partisan voter education and expanding suffrage.  

Joy Hernandez will share her personal experiences with women from the past who paved the way for 
her right to vote today. 

Dean Karau’s story is about the first Kewanee woman to run for elected office. 

 

Let's celebrate the continued march to universal suffrage and participation in our on-going experiment 
in democracy. 

 

(While Kewanee women undoubtedly marched on behalf of suffrage, the photo above has Kewanee as a 
background, but the women shown are neither from Kewanee nor marched in that particular parade.) 



NEAWANNA VIA KEWANEE 
Dave Clarke 

(Originally published in the Kewanee Star Courier on August 28, 2020; reprinted with 
permission.) 

On Aug. 18, 1920, voters in Tennessee passed the 19th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution 
becoming the last state needed for ratification and gave women the right to vote. 

One week later, on Thursday, Aug. 25, an Indian princess named Neawanna stood under a big 
tent in Windmont Park and spoke about equality and justice for those we now refer to as Native 
Americans.  

Her speech, on the last day of Kewanee’s week-long annual Chautauqua series, was covered at 
length in a front-page story in the next day’s Kewanee Daily Star Courier. The headline read 
“Indian Maid in Eloquent Plea for Her People.” On the opposite side of the page was the 
breaking story on Aug. 26 that Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby had officially 
certified the 19th amendment that morning, making it part of the Constitution.  

Princess Neawanna, a college- educated member of the Ojibwa tribe dressed 
in beaded Indian attire, never referred to women’s suffrage or the 
Constitution in her speech, but her message was loud and clear 
100 years ago — American Indians wanted fair and equal 
treatment under the law. She made the appeal “to white men for the 
members of her vanishing race” and did not ask for food or 
money. She said all that the Indian desires is an equal footing 
with the white citizens of this great country. 

“I desire that the white people understand my people. 
When the word ‘Indian’ is mentioned you 
immediately think of a savage or wild beast,” she said. 

Her tribe, the Ojibwas, formerly inhabited the region 
around Lake Superior. When Columbus came to 
America, she said, there were 1,400 distinct 
tribes. Today, she said then, there are 280, 
with 42 represented by a single man or 
woman. In a few years, she claimed, this 
number will be extinct due to high death 
rates caused by TB and other diseases, and 
intermarriage, with nearly two-thirds of 
tribe members estimated to be of “mixed” 
blood.  

“The Indian is not looking for pecuniary 
gain from the white people. All he demands 
is fair treatment under the laws. You allow 
foreigners from every land to come here and 
make their homes, but the Indian is kept on a 
reservation where he cannot learn your traits nor 
your laws,” she told the audience. “15,000 Indians 
showed patriotism and loyalty in the 
world war just closed and served 
valiantly...so, as a messenger from 
my people, I ask you, is it right that the 



United States extend helping hands to the starving and weak of other lands and, at the same time, 
keeps the Indians on reservations, away from the environments of civilization, and still expects them 
to have the love of country and liberty that you have? The Indian is loyal, faithful. self-sacrificing and 
honorable to a degree unexcelled by the white man. I leave you with a message from my people, make 
us citizens, give us the same rights you enjoy in this land.” 

But who was this Indian princess, an obviously well-spoken champion of her indigenous 
people? 

The Chautauqua, an Iroquois word and name of the lake in New York where the first assembly 
was held, was a summer fixture which brought entertainment and education to rural communities 
across the nation in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The movement provided entertainment, 
education and enlightenment for the whole community, with speakers, teachers, musicians, 
showmen, preachers, and specialists of the day. Princess Neawanna was apparently a popular 
speaker on the Chautauqua circuit. Her name is found listed on Chautauqua programs in more than 
a dozen states. The newspaper in Northfield, Minn., where she spoke in June 1920, two months 
before speaking in Kewanee, said “Princess Neawanna is recognized as among the foremost 
students of that interesting period when the far-flung continent of North America was passing from 
the hands of the Indian to the progressive ownership of our forefathers.” 

A search by Kewanee historian Dean Karau found two revealing newspaper articles about the 
identity of Neawanna. In February 1917, Katherine Todd, a reporter for the Daily Republican in 
Rushville, Ind., was granted an interview with the princess. 

“She was a typical Indian from the straight, blue-black hair and flashing eyes to the tips of her 
beaded moccasins,” Todd wrote. She said her name in English was “Sparkling Waters” and that 
she belonged to the Algonquin division of the Ojibwa tribe. She claimed her title by direct descent 
as the great-great-granddaughter of Black Eagle, “an Indian chief of national renown.” She spent 
her childhood with her people and spoke her native language, with “imperfect and halting 
English,” until she was 15. At that point, she went to Carlisle Indian School, in Carlisle, Penn., the 
flagship and foremost Indian boarding school in the nation, which immersed its students into 
mainstream Euro-American culture, believing they might become able to advance themselves. 

The school was affiliated with Dickinson College, also located in Carlisle, which is probably 
where she received her “university” degree. She went with the intention of educating herself to 
“be a teacher among my own people.” 

After graduating, however, she found that lecturing was much more profitable “and perhaps, 
indirectly, more helpful to my race.” In the four years since her graduation, she said she had been 
“all through every state east of the Mississippi River and south of the Mason and Dixon line.” Her 
favorite poet was Tennyson and she was for prohibition since “Liquor has been the cause of the 
downfall of my race.” 

She also said, “The white woman occupies the same position as the Indian squaw. She is down-
trodden by men and is allowed to exist, but that’s about all. I think women should have equal rights 
with men.” She was obviously paying attention to the Women’s Suffrage Movement. 

Two years earlier, in March of 1915, Neawanna was one of 11 members of her tribe who 
recreated an Indian village, complete with teepees, on the fourth floor of S. Kann, Sons & Co., the 
largest department store in Washington, D.C. The article in the Washington Times, which featured 
a photo of the “pretty Indian maid,” said Neawanna was the only member of the group who spoke 
English well. 

The Indians came from a village near Petoskey, Mich., located on Lake Michigan at the northern 
end of the Lower Peninsula. There were about 5,000 Indians in the village where, it was said, the 
tribe owned “considerable land.” 



Neawanna used her platform touring the nation on the Chautauqua circuit to tell the “white 
man” face-to-face about who Indians really were, what they wanted and what they deserved. On 
June 2, 1924, a short four years since Neawanna lectured in Kewanee, Congress granted citizenship 
to all Native Americans born in the United States by passing the Indian Citizenship Act. One of 
her main goals was accomplished. Other objectives took longer, and may still today may not be 
realized. With citizenship came the right to vote, but with individual states having the final say. It 
wasn’t until 1962 that all Native Americans cold cast a ballot.  

  



The First Woman to Run for Elected Office in Kewanee 
Suffragist Leader Elizabeth V. Eddy Paved the Way in Our Hometown 

Dean Karau 

The 1818 Illinois Constitution granted voting rights only 
to “white, male inhabitants above the age of twenty-one.” But 
within 50 years, the women’s rights movement took hold 
across the country, including in Illinois. 

I’ve written before on the 1848 Seneca Fall Convention 
and its “Declaration of Sentiments” in support of women’s 
rights. (See the March 14, 2020, Star Courier article “Women 
Responsible for at Least Half Our History.”) In 1855, women 
in Illinois organized, and in 1869, Illinois women formed the 
first statewide suffrage organization, the Illinois Woman 
Suffrage Association. 

In 1870, Illinois updated its constitution for, among other 
reasons, implementation of the 15th Amendment to the U.S 
Constitution which gave Black males the right to vote. 
However, by a 46 to 12, vote, the constitutional convention 
delegates did not expand voting rights to women. 

In 1873, the Illinois General Assembly did vote to permit 
women to serve as county school superintendents. However, 
women still couldn’t vote in superintendent contests (even for 
themselves). 

In 1891, the General Assembly granted women the right to 
vote in school elections. Those opposed had argued that men 
earned income and women performed household duties, and 
the two “spheres” should not be mixed. But suffragists 
successfully asserted that, assuming this separate sphere argument was valid, then women, whose 
role included overseeing the education of their children, should be allowed to vote in elections 
related to their sphere. The Illinois Supreme Court later upheld the constitutionality of the law. 

Less than a year later, it appears that Mrs. E. V. Eddy became the first Kewanee woman to run 
for any elected office, 38 years after the village was founded. 

Elizabeth Venulia Keeler was born in New York in the early 1830s. She was said to be a 
descendant of Aaron Burr. 

Elizabeth married Jiria W. Eddy, and by 1860, the family was living in Kewanee where Jiria 
was a watchmaker. Soon Jiria built a thriving jewelry business and became a prominent Kewanee 
citizen and property owner. (Part of one of his buildings still stands today on Tremont Street and 
is part of Good’s Furniture.) 

Elizabeth similarly became well-known, first in Kewanee, then in the county, and then across 
the state, but for different reasons. 

Elizabeth stood but 5 ft. 2 in. tall, but she was a strong-willed and determined woman. (That 
probably means that some people today, in our current political vernacular, would call her “nasty.”) 

I first found Elizabeth’s name in connection with an 1881 petition to the Kewanee town board 
seeking to allow women a voice on the question of dram shops, an issue first raised by the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union. (Temperance, women’s rights, and abolition grew up 
together across the U.S., including in Wethersfield and then Kewanee.) 



Elizabeth soon became a member of the Equal Suffrage Association of Henry County, and was 
elected its vice-president in 1891. 

In 1891, the Equal Suffrage Association of Kewanee was formed, and Elizabeth organized and 
hosted their meetings, in both her home and, as the group quickly grew, in churches such as the 
Kewanee Congregational Church. 

Elizabeth was also a member of the Illinois Equal Suffrage Association. In 1891 on October 
28, 29, and 30, Kewanee hosted the twenty-second annual session of the Illinois association at the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Elizabeth was critical in securing and then organizing the event, and 
she gave the opening speech on the session’s first night. 

It was likely at that state meeting that Elizabeth was encouraged to run for the Kewanee school 
board. That summer, the legislature had passed and the governor signed into law the Act permitting 
women to run in school governance elections. 

The April 1892 school board election was the first time Kewanee women could vote. According 
to reports, 1165 votes were cast, 500 by women. Pundits guessed the women’s vote was split 
between the two tickets of candidates. Elizabeth garnered 511 votes, failing to gain a board seat 
by 135 votes. 

Elizabeth continued to be active in securing rights for women. She was elected to the executive 
committee at the state association’s twenty-third annual convention in 1892, and was also named 
a delegate to the national convention in Washington. 



At the 1895 state convention, Elizabeth told the attendees that 1,000 Kewanee women had 
registered and voted in the last school election, resulting in what she described as “smash[ing] a 
corrupt school ring which had existed for 13 years . . . .” (She did not identify the members of the 
“ring.”) 

Elizabeth continued to work on behalf of women’s rights in Kewanee, Henry County, and 
Illinois, until she moved to the state of Washington in 1909. She then became an extensive traveler, 
crossing the Atlantic eight times. (At the age of 65, she took up the study of French in Paris!) 

Elizabeth lived long enough to see her life’s worked finally achieved. 

In 1913, the Illinois General Assembly passed a law allowing women to vote in presidential 
elections  

  



LWV OF KEWANEE FOUNDED IN 1946 
Carla Hillman 

On August 26, we celebrated the 100th anniversary of the adoption of the 19th amendment 
granting women the right to vote in all offices. That same year, both the League of Women Voters 
of the United States and Illinois were founded.  

But we should also celebrate the League of Women Voters of Kewanee, a nonpartisan, activist, 
grassroots organization that believes all voters should play a critical role in democracy. 

Kewanee’s League was founded in 1946 with 31 members. The following paragraphs are from 
the document “The League of Women Voters Story - Kewanee Illinois.”  It was written by the 
local chapter in the mid-1970’s in honor of the International Women’s Year in 1975 and the USA 
Bicentennial Celebration. 

    

It was in 1946 that the first impetus for a Kewanee League of Women Voters came from Mrs. 
Gordon Spelman.  Kay Spelman had moved [to Kewanee], and was enthusiastic about its goals, 
its workings, and what it offered the community.  She talked with friends, and they in turn passed 
the word along to other women.  

She also got in touch with the Illinois League through a friend who had become a member of 
the state board. It was decided to have an informal one o'clock luncheon (price $1) at the Waunee 
Farm restaurant on August 29, to which all the women of Henry County were invited, to discuss 
the possibility of forming a Henry County League of Women Voters. 

Several Kewanee women worked personally to bring others to that meeting, and there was good 
publicity in the newspaper where it was emphasized that the league was non-partisan and open to 
all.  

. . . 

A committee composed of Mrs. Spelman, Mrs. Harper Andrews, and Mrs. A.W. Errett was 
appointed to formulate plans for the new league. They presented a slate of officers and a set of 
bylaws at the organizational meeting held on September 26 at 2:30 p.m. in the Art Room of the 
Kewanee Public Library.  

Mrs. Harold Waller was elected the first President of the Kewanee League.  She had been a 
member of Winnetka, and acquainted herself with such material from the state about the purpose 
and program of the League before accepting this awesome task.  She later served on the Illinois 
Board, both as vice president in charge of obtaining funds, and as a secretary.  

. . . 

Interestingly, no refreshments were served.  It was felt then that members should not "waste" 
their energies and time preparing food for the meetings: focus should be on issues and discussion. 

There was plenty of discussion. One early Leaguer said it was nice to go to one place in Kewanee 



where they talked about something besides baby formulas and recipes, and where women could 
talk together and express differences of opinion without unpleasantness.  

Another early member believed that a small town needed a LWV even more than a larger, more 
cosmopolitan community where there existed other stimuli for intellectual discussion and 
participation in government.  

Meetings were held in public buildings - the library, YMCA, church parlors, and the hotel until 
1960 when homes of members began to be used. One of the first local issues to occupy the attention 
of the newly formed League was an effort to have Grade A inspected milk sold in Kewanee.  

At the October 11 meeting, Mayor Fred Brown discussed the commission form of government 
which would be in line with "Know Your Town" - the year's focus.  Mrs. C. P. White reported on 
the Gateway Amendment which was to be voted on in November in Illinois.  

On December 12, an "Inquiring Reporter" poll on the subject of inflation was conducted by the 
LWV of Kewanee. A representative of the league questioned men and women of Kewanee, asking 
"What do you think we can do to combat inflation?"  Answers printed in the newspapers were 



given by Mrs. J.L. Alderman, Hays Arter, Mrs. Henry Terry, Edwin Peterson, and Mrs. Harold 
Powers.  

    

The charter members who joined on September 26, 1946 were:  Henrietta Adler, Alice 
Andrews, Eva Andrews, Virginia Andrews, Lois Anson, Hulda Beckman, Elizabeth Brooks, 
Mildred Day Craig, Martha Curtis, Dorothy Ann Dooley, Eva Emigholz, Lucy Errett, Kay 
Garland, Caroline Griffith, Josephine Hatcher, Joyce Hyde, Phoebe Johnson, Ethel Koppitz, Ruth 
McFall, Darlene Nelson, Mrs. W. B. Russell, Kathleen Spelman, Betty Stewart, Hildur Swanson, 
Grace Thompson, Elsie Varney, Barodel Waller, Elsie Butler Waller, Jattie Wilkinson, Nyra 
Wood, and Amy Young.  

 

Another fact to celebrate is that current member Grace Good was born one year before the 19th 
Amendment was ratified in 1920.  She joined in the late 1940's because of her concern for 
pasteurization of milk. Enforcement of the milk ordinance was advocated by the local League in 
1947 - 48. 

  

Carla Hillman, 
President 

League of Women 
Voters of Kewanee  

 



Because of Them, I Can Vote - and I Do. 
Joy Hernandez 

Back on May 6th, 2014, I had the honor of meeting Goldie. She was born in April of 1921 and 
at that point, Goldie was 93. She was very proud in telling me; she had been born a year after white 
women had the right to vote in the United States. 

She sat in her wheelchair and told me about how, growing up, all the women in her life 
impressed upon her how important it was to vote, how hard they had fought for this right, and that 
she should do just that, in every election as soon as she was of age. Goldie did, and in 1940 voted 
in her first presidential election, in the shadow of World War II. I had this conversation with Goldie 
outside of a polling location in Fishers, Indiana, on that state's primary day. Fishers is a northeast 
suburb of Indianapolis, founded only 120 years before Goldie was born. She was taken to vote by 
her granddaughter, and told me she had made sure her children knew how important it was to vote 
in every election, just like she had done, and just like her forebearers had told her to do. 

I didn't get her last name, but I remember this conversation these six years later. We took a 
selfie together and I posted it as #Day6 of a 100 Happy Days challenge I was undertaking on 
Facebook. I had to post one thing each day for 100 days that made me happy. Goldie's story and 
legacy made me happy. Being able to vote without any barriers made me happy. Knowing in that 
moment that I had more rights at my age than Goldie's grandmother had had made me happy -  and 
appreciative. 

Six years before that, I had the honor of meeting Billie Jean King at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, as she was waving the 
green flag to start Pole Day, a major 

driver qualification day for the 
Indianapolis 500. We were 

doing a live interview 
with her, and she stop-
ped the (male) reporter 
on air to tell everyone 

at home that I, a 
female 

photographer, was 
holding the camera 

and broadcasting this 
interview. That meant a lot 

to her personally, 
as, during  

the 

famous Battle of the Sexes in 1973, she said there were no female reporters let alone 
photographers. I had always understood that my career is in a male-dominated industry, at least 

Joy Hernandez and Goldie 



where news photographers are concerned - I'm currently the only female news photographer at my 
station, and maybe in the city - but her statement, live on the air, interrupting the normally plotted 
out interview, hit home to me. She won that match for me, and for every woman that walked before 
her and that has walked after her. 

It was a legacy like Goldie's, women fighting not just for their rights in that moment, but for 
the rights of their daughters and granddaughters, and in honor of their mothers and grandmothers. 
Fighting for our rights to be equal, to stand eye-to-eye and shoulder-to-shoulder, to be seen as 
humans. 

Four years ago, we had the first female presidential candidate, Hillary Rodham Clinton, and 
today, we have our third female (and first Black female) vice presidential candidate, Kamala 
Harris. All politics aside, that's groundbreaking. Clinton's nomination acceptance speech had me 
thinking about Goldie then, and Billie Jean King. And to have had three – three - women nominated 
for vice president in my lifetime, I can't imagine what Goldie's grandmother would think. 

Today, our daughters, the little girls running around Irving, strolling through Central, or 
gathering in the cafeteria at KHS (okay, if we weren't in the middle of a pandemic, to be real) can 
be a president of the United States - and it's not a pipe dream. They just can. They can play sports. 
They can go to college. They can have their own credit cards. They can own property. They can 
start businesses. They can fly planes and drive cars. 

Because of all of the fighting women before them, bold women, refusing to accept the status 
quo or to sit in the corner and shut up and look pretty, they - and I - can do all of these things. 

Because of Billie Jean King, I was able to play basketball and run in track at Neponset and 
Kewanee, the sports I desired to play. I had no barriers. 

Because of Goldie's mother and grandmother, and the thousands of Suffragettes, including 
Kewaneeans, I can vote. 

And I do. 

One hundred years later, I vote. 

 

 

 

Joy Hernandez is a Kewanee native who 
voluntarily promotes her hometown. 


