
 

 
 
 
 

Forrest Leroy Cady was born on January 26, 
1886, to Jonas Bergland and Minnie Hollander in 
Bishop Hill. After his parents 
divorced, Minnie married wid-
ower Frank Cady in 1892, and 
Forrest quickly took to Frank as 
his father. 

As a youngster, Forrest was 
nicknamed “Hollick,” the origin 
of which was unknown. But as he 
gained a reputation as a good local 
ballplayer, the nickname was 
shortened to “Hick.” 

Hick continued to develop his 
skills. In 1906, his Bishop Hill 
team won the amateur Western 
League pennant, and Cady batted 
.361 with a .978 fielding 
percentage. 

Cady tried out for Kewanee’s 
semipro team, the Clippers. The 
manager was impressed and 
added Hick to his team as a 
reserve outfielder, occasional first 
baseman, and pinch hitter. But 

when Kewanee’s regular catcher went down with a 
split finger (catching was even more dangerous way 
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back when), Hick volunteered to catch, and his value 
grew. 

Hick then tried to make the Rock Island Three-I 
League club but failed. He played with an 
independent team out of Monmouth, but then he was 
sold to Indianapolis of the American Association. 
Frustrated, Hick sought his release. 

Back in Bishop Hill, Hick played for the Kewanee 
Boilermakers in the Central Association and the 
Kewanee Regulars, and then moved on to play in 
Ottumwa, Iowa, Evansville, Indiana, and Newark, 
New Jersey. 

When the Boston Red Sox opened their brand 
spanking-new Fenway Park in 1912, Hick made 
the roster as a backup catcher.  

Hick also made news that year with a quirky play 
which eventually was featured in “Ripley’s Believe 
It or Not.” Hick had singled and driven in a runner 
from third, but the home plate umpire ruled that the 
runner had been balked home and called Hick back 
to the plate. This time, Hick doubled. The odd 
incident led Ripley’s to declare that he had recorded 
the impossible—two hits in one turn at bat! 

Babe Ruth became famous as a renowned hitter. 
But when Ruth joined the Red Sox in 1914, it was as 
a pitcher, and he continued to pitch until he began his 
transition into a hitter in 1919. In 1916, Ruth led the 
American League in shutouts and earned-run-

average, he was among the 
top three pitchers in wins 
and strikeouts in two of his 
five full seasons of 
pitching, and, in the 1918 
World Series, he pitched 19 
1/3 consecutive scoreless 
innings, a mark that stood 
until Whitey Ford broke it 
in 1961. 

It was in 1915 when 
Hick pinch hit for Ruth.  

In the seventh inning of 
a close game and with Ruth 
coming to the plate, man-

ager Bill Carrigan had seen enough of Ruth’s 
pitching and decided to send Hick up to the plate. But 
the 6’2,” 179-pound Hick failed to get a hit. 
Nevertheless, between 1914 and 1927, Hick was one 
of only four men to pinch hit for the Babe. 

Hick continued with the Red Sox through the 
1917 season. He was the opening day catcher in the 
1913, 1914, and 1915 seasons, and over his time with 
the Bosox, they won the World Series in 1912, 1915, 
and 1916.  

Hick’s game began to decline in 1916, and he had 
only 162 at bats that year, and he only saw action in 
17 games in 1917. 



 

The Philadelphia Athletics acquired Hick in 1918, 
but he only warmed up pitchers and was released in 
June. 

After working in a shipyard during the war, he 
played in 34 games for the Philadelphia Phillies in 
1919 before being released. 

Hick caught on with a Pacific Coast League team, 
and bounced around that league for another six years. 
After that, Hick turned to umpiring. 

In 1946, at the age of 60, Hick died in a hotel fire 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Hick Cady gave fans from Bishop Hill and 
Kewanee thrills and excitement in the first decade of the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

twentieth century, and he parlayed his skills into a 
workmanlike professional career.  

Not many from Henry County can say they won 
three World Series, and even fewer can say they 
pinch hit for the Babe.  

Well, actually, only Hick can lay claim to either 
of those feats. 

(Once again, after researching for this article, I 
found that Dave Clarke had already written two 
articles on Hick Cady. I’ll post those articles on the 
Dusty Roads Facebook page so you can enjoy them 
for a second time.) 

 

 

 
 

To learn more about Kewanee and Wethersfield, past, present, 
and future, please visit my Facebook page, Dusty Roads, at  

https://www.facebook.com/dusty.roads.kewanee 


