
 
 

Garrett E. Smith was born in 1811 in Connecticut, 
the second child of Anson and Polly Smith. By the 
time he arrived in Wethersfield, he was known 
simply as Garry. His story runs parallel to the growth 
of the village. 

Soon after Garry’s birth, the Smith family moved 
to Rutland in Jefferson County, New York. Anson, 
in addition to farming, was a tanner and currier, 
manufacturing a large amount of leather. Garrett 
likely learned his business 
skills from his father. 

Some time after com-
pleting his education in the 
Rutland common schools, he 
met and married his wife, 
Adeline. Garry and Adeline 
then made their way to 
Illinois,  

The Smith’s son Mont-
gomery was born in 1833 in 
Illinois. His son Reuben was 
also born in Illinois in 1843. 

In his book, SKETCHES OF 

WETHERSFIELD TOWNSHIP, 1836-

1925, Frank Craig suggests that Smith first set up a 
small merchandise store at the intersection of today’s 
Division and Willard Streets, but there are no other 
records to confirm this. 

However, we know from Henry County land 
records that by 1847, the Smith family was living in 
Wethersfield, and Smith was becoming a catalyst for 
the growth of the village.  

In June 1847, Smith purchased Village Lot Nos.  
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67 and 74 from the Connecticut Association. In 
September 1848, Smith purchased Village Lot Nos. 
68 and 73 from the Association.  

Smith first built his general merchandise store on 
Lot No. 74 on today’s McClure Street. To the east he 
built another store which became a shoe shop. Then 
Wethersfield’s Sullivan Howard, the preeminent 
architect and carpenter in Henry County, built a large 
warehouse for Smith on Lot No. 73, to the west of 
Smith’s store. To the west of the warehouse, Smith 
then built what records refer to as a mechanic’s shop, 
possibly a blacksmith shop or H. H. Bryan’s wagon 
shop. 

What did a general merchandise store stock at that 
time? From estate records found at the Henry County 
Courthouse, we can approximate what may have 
been found in Smith’s store. 

In June, 1849, after his businesses were 
established, Smith was appointed Wethersfield’s 
postmaster by Jacob Collamer, just named U.S. 
Postmaster by newly-elected President Zachary 
Taylor. Smith took over the position from Sylvester 
Blish, who operated the previous Post Office at his 
first inn located about 200 yards south of today’s 
Division and West Streets.  

In those days, a Post Office was merely a sideline  



 
 

to a postmaster’s main business(es). He had to keep 
the Post Office open during normal business hours 
and, if mail was delivered on a Sunday, he had to 
wait until any church services concluded and then 
open the office for an hour. (This was a compromise 
with ministers - drivers of mail wagons would often 
blow on a horn or a trumpet as the wagon came into 
town, leading some men to leave church for the Post 
Office, where they would visit with each other and 
even play cards.) 

Clearly, the center of village of Wethersfield was 
finally developing.  

By 1849, Dr. Elbert Pinney built a home and a drug 
store on west side of Lot No. 75, the southwest corner 
of today’s McClure and Hollis Streets. He also 
provided office space to Dr. Richard Earle, a dentist. 

In 1849, Dr. Pinney sold to Henry G. Little and 
Little’s brother-in-law Daniel McClure the east half 
of Lot No. 75 and 15 feet on the east side of the west 
half of Lot No. 75. McClure then put up a general 
store the same year on today’s McClure Street, half 
a block west of Tenney Street. 

In 1851, Sylvester Blish and his son William 
purchased Lot No. 49 (among other adjacent lots) 
and built yet another general store on the northeast 
corner of Church and Tenney Streets, in anticipation 
of the railroad coming through the heart of the 
village. (The Blish’s lost their bet on the route of the 
railroad, which ran a mile and a half north, creating 
Kewanee.) 

Soon, other shops opened, churches were planned 
and built, and the village of Wethersfield was thriv-
ing. 

In February 1851, Smith purchased the west half 
of Lot No. 93 in Wethersfield, across the street from 
his other property. Smith then built a new house on 
the lot for his family. 

Unfortunately, Smith be-came ill in late 
1851, and he died on January 5, 
1852. He was buried 
in Wethersfield’s Cem-
etery.  

After Smith’s 
death and the coming 
of the railroad, Ke-
wanee was born. 
While the story is that 
many Wethersfield’s 

businesses literally moved their buildings to the new 
village, the record suggests at most two buildings 
were actually moved, one of which was Smith’s 
warehouse. Hazelton Page and his oxen team were 
involved in the move of the warehouse to the brand 
spanking new village.  

According to a 1976 typed note at the Kewanee 
Historical Society, Smith’s warehouse ended up on 
today’s Loomis Street. The unattributed note says 
that the building was a warehouse for Record Lum-
ber Co., then Mackmer & Means Lumber Co., and 
was still standing on the “Portes Property” in 1976. 
My understanding is that the building is no longer 
there, but many of you likely remember the building, 
a link to those early settlers. 

Garrett E. Smith made significant contributions to 
the growth of Wethersfield, and he is one of many 
pioneers whose name should not be forgotten. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Smith headstone 


