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Glen Oak Park
One of the Many Kewanee Parks Birthed Around the Beginning of the Twentieth Century
Kewanee’s love affair with parks began in the last
quarter of the 19th century and first years of the 20th
century. East Lake Park, Merritt’s Pond (Wethersfield), Crystal Lake Park, Terminal Park, Windmont Park (Wethersfield), and San Souci Park are
some of the names which come to mind.

Glen Oak Park, however, is not often remembered, probably because it was in existence for only a
decade. But during that decade, many Kewaneeans,
including many of its immigrants, enjoyed the resortlike atmosphere created at the east end of 10th Street,
just north of the railroad tracks in the northeast part

of town. It came about because of Frank Simpson.
Francis Marion “Frank” Simpson was born in Ohio
in 1850. Two year later, his family relocated to Tazewell County. When Frank was 22 years old, he moved
to Kewanee, where he lived for the rest of his life.
Frank eventually farmed northeast of the city while
continuing to acquire property. He was civic-minded,
serving nine consecutive terms as road commissioner as
well as a term as a school trustee of the township.
Frank in due course platted much of his land for
development to meet the city’s housing needs.
But in September 1905, Frank announced plans
for a summer resort northeast of the city to answer
the demands of Kewaneeans. The September 7,
1905, Kewanee Daily Star Courier reported that the

land for the proposed park was one of “the prettiest
pieces of timber land in the vicinity so located that it
makes an ideal park without much alteration. . . . In the middle of the land
is a hollow which when enlarged will
make a fine lake. . . . There will be
amusements of various kinds . . . [and
the park] will be so arranged that it will
not be excelled for picnic grounds.
Boat houses will be built, also bath
houses and diving boards.” There was
talk of a baseball field as well.
The May 8, 1906, Kewanee Daily
Star Courier announced the opening of
the park. There would be boat riding
and bathing in summer and ice skating
in winter. Plans were being made for a

pavilion for dancing,
and likely a Belgian
swing. The lake could
be expanded on demand.
Simpson
advertised regularly, and
Kewaneeans responded. Civic and other
groups planned picnics
and other outings at
Glen Oak Park. Baseball was played on a flat
field within the park.
High diving became
popular, both watching as well as participating. The lake was stocked
with fish, mostly black bass
but crappies as well, in 1906
and again in 1908. Fishing
became popular.
Those living nearby
could walk to the park.
Others could take hacks
from other parts of the city.
And many would take the
interurban train running
along Lake Street, get off at
Coal Street and then walk
northward three blocks.
Still other rode their
“wheels.”
The first tragedy at the lake occurred in August
1906 when a well-known young Kewaneean went in
bathing but quickly went under and
drowned.
But the park continued to attract
Kewaneeans, even in light of the competition from other parks, including San
Souci Park, also northeast of the city, and
Windmont Park in Wethersfield.
In 1913, Simpson sold the popular resort to Frank Stone, who lived near
Neponset, northeast of Kewanee. Stone
soon sold his farm and moved closer to
the park. In 1914, Stone hired F. W. Bartz
to help operate the park. Together they
made plans to add a shoot-the-chute and a
merry-go-round. They also planned to tap

into the electric light wires that extended to Sheffield in
order to light one section of the park.
Stone warned, however, that “unless the better element of Kewanee and surrounding territory patronize the park it will be closed. [I] will not tolerate any
form of ‘rough stuff.’” He also ran notices in the paper advising “[a]ll parents are requested to keep their
children out of Glen Oak park as the owner will not
be responsible for any accidents therein.
But Glen Oak Park then suffered a blow that led
to its closing. In mid-November 1915, the dance pavilion burned to the ground. The cause of the fire was

unknown. When Stone learned of the fire and raced
to the scene, the roof was falling in, and there was no
pressure for water to attempt to put out the fire. The
park never opened again.
In July 1916, Stone sold the southwest part of
what was formerly Glen Oak Park to a Russian Orthodox church organization for use as a cemetery
(though the organization never built a church).
Glen Oak Park thus joined other Kewanee parks,
such as Terminal Park, Crystal Lake Park, and East
Lake Park, as only memories from the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

To learn more about Kewanee and Wethersfield, past, present, and
future, please visit my Facebook page, Dusty Roads, at
https://www.facebook.com/Dusty-Roads-103160191295142

