
 
 

 
 
 
 

In 1826, Gilbert Vanderwerken launched a horse-
powered omnibus service in Newark, New Jersey, and 
the street car era in America was born. As Kewanee 
grew, it joined the public transport movement in the 
early 20th century.  Not long after, Kewanee’s and 
Wethersfield’s beautiful resource, Windmont Park, 
came to be.  Let’s find out how it happened 

In 1901, the Galesburg & Oneida Electric Railway 
Company was formed, and a year later, it began 
planning a streetcar system in Kewanee and 
interurban transport between Kewanee and Galva. In 
March 1902, after the company acquired rights-of-
way for the system, the city granted it a franchise.  
Two months later, the Galesburg & Kewanee Electric 
Railway Company was formed, and it absorbed the 
Galesburg & Oneida Railway. 

Meanwhile, a mile east of downtown Kewanee, 
Charles K. Ladd owned land that contained a small 
lake created by a dam on a nearby creek. In the 1880s, 
it became a popular boating, picnicking, and 
entertainment location called Lake Park. Even after 
the dam was destroyed, the park was still heavily used. 

When the railway company began planning its 
routes in Kewanee, it was natural for it to lay a track 
to Lake Park. In addition, the company announced 

plans to upgrade the old lake area to an updated 
recreation park at the eastern terminus of the railway. 
The November 17, 1902, Kewanee Daily Star 
Courier reported that 

 “[a] recreation park on the old lake grounds, 
east of the city, is contemplated by the 
[company] . . . .  The local street-car system 
will be extended to the location and it will be a 
place of easy access when the lines are 
completed.  Pavilions will be erected and other 
improvements made which will make the park 
an inviting place.” 

The company also planned car barns at Lake Park. 

Subsequently, because the Galva line would run 
into Wethersfield, the company wanted to purchase 
property in Wethersfield for a power plant and 
another car barn.  

The April 7, 1903, Kewanee Daily Star Courier 
reported that “[t]he land bought is on Tenney street 
just south of Mill street. . . . The street car company 
expects to erect its powerhouse and car barn on this 
ground immediately and work on the plans has 
already begun.”  There were no plans, however, for a 
recreational park on this end of the railway system.  
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Thus, if the original Wethersfield site for the 
power plant and car barn had been used, there would 
be no Windmont Park today! 

Finally, on August 23, 1903, the maiden voyage 
of the first street car took place, from downtown to 
Terminal Park.  

 Meanwhile, work continued on the line and on 
the recreational facilities at the old Lake Park, 
renamed Terminal Park. The Terminal Park train 
barn was built in mid-November 1903, and a skating 
rink would soon open. 

By 1904, the system extended eastward from 
downtown past Western Tube (later Walworth), to 
the Fairgrounds and Terminal Park, looped the 
downtown, traveled southward down Main Street 
and Tenney Street past the proposed car barn, and 
westward on McClure Street to West Street (now 
Beach). The concept of a recreational park at the end 
of the line did not exist. 

But as the development of the Kewanee to Galva 
interurban continued, the railway company decided to 
locate its Wethersfield power plant and car barn at the 
end of McClure Street, west of West Street. And soon, 
the concept behind Windmont Park was born. 

As construction on the power plant and car barn 
continued, so, too, did work on the adjoining lake and  
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its development as a recreation destination. 

Finally, in January 1906, “Winmont Lake” was 
ready for public use by ice skaters. (The paper 
corrected the name to “Windmont” the next day.) By 
May, watercraft began playing on the lake. 

By June, the pavilion at Terminal Park was being 
moved to Windmont Park, a fence was being built 
around the park, and entertainment offerings were 
scheduled to begin soon. In late July, the iconic 
archway was completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, other issues arose and postponed 
the official opening of Windmont Park to the 
following year. Although the park had been used for 
skating, boating, and other recreational activities 
since the previous year, Windmont Park held its 
official opening the first week of June 1907. That 
same week, officials ordered the iconic bridge. 

Windmont Park sprang to life, bringing untold fun 
and entertainment to Wethersfield and Kewanee. 
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