
 

 
 
 
 

I recently wrote about Dr. Elbert Pinney, whom I 
described as one of Wethersfield’s first physicians. 
To be honest, I was unsure whether he was the first, 
and I wanted to leave some wiggle room when 
describing his status in Wethersfield. I’m glad I did, 
because I recently found numero uno. 

Barclay Hinchman was born in 1817 in Philadelphia 
to a Quaker doctor and his wife. In his early years, 
Barclay attended school, worked on a farm, and then 
taught. In 1843, he attended medical school in 
Cincinnati, followed by a teaching stint in Aurora, 
Illinois. 

In Illinois, he met Lydia Cutler, a young widow. 
They were married in Henry County on April 15, 
1846. (One source suggests the marriage took place 
in Victoria in Knox County, but the marriage was 
recorded in Henry County.) 

In 1846, Barclay purchased his first property in 
Wethersfield, Lot No. 66 (2 1/2 acres on the 
southeast corner of Church and Hollis Streets). He 
subsequently purchased a quarter-section in the 
township, and then another lot in the village, Lot No. 
48 (2 1/2 acres on the northwest corner of Church and 
Tenney Streets).  
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It was in Wethersfield where Barclay commenced 
his practice of medicine. 

Prior to Barclay’s arrival, Dr. Thomas Hall of 
Toulon and Osceola looked after the needs of 
Wethersfield residents. With Barclay in the village, 
the settlers had better access to medial care. 

Two years after Barclay moved to Wethersfield, 
Dr. Pinney joined Barclay in ministering to the needs 
of the colonists.  

Life in the colony was fraught with danger, even 
for a professional such as Barclay. A Geneseo doctor 
told the story of Barclay’s near death experience in 
February 1849, which was retold in the April 20, 
1918, Kewanee Daily Star Courier.  

Barclay was asked to consult with the Geneseo 
doctor on a former patient who lived northwest of 
Geneseo. On a warm spring morning Barclay left on 
horseback, but soon the weather changed to snow, 
and he found himself in the middle of a blizzard. He 
lost the trail, and as night came, the storm was so 
blinding that his horse plunged into a creek, 
struggled out of the water, but then died. Barclay 
crawled in close to the horse’s belly and curled 
between it and the animal’s hind legs, protecting 
himself as best he could, waiting for the storm to pass 
and morning to come.  

He could hear roosters crow and knew that he was 
not very far from a home. Around 3:00 a.m., the 
storm abated and about a half mile away he saw a 
light. Barclay made for the light. but had to crawl on 

hands and knees as his feet were frozen. He finally 
reached the log cabin, and was taken in and cared for 
until morning when he was taken to a hotel in 
Geneseo. He stayed there for several weeks, and 
finally the doctor who had asked for his consultation 
had to amputate one of Barclay’s feet.  

As difficult as that ordeal was, Barclay soon faced 
another, worse event. In August 1850, his young wife, 
Lydia, died, and he was left alone in Wethersfield.  

Lydia’s headstone in Sharon Cemetery, 
Whiteside County, where she was 

buried with her family 

From 1850 Federal Census for Henry County 



 

After Lydia’s death, Barclay went back east, then 
to Michigan, then Cincinnati, then St. Louis, and 
finally New Orleans, where he attended lectures at 
the New Orleans Medical College. In 1855, he also 
attended lectures at the Jefferson Medical College.   

In 1856, Barclay finally settled in Iowa, and in 
1858, he married Louisa Cox. They had three 
children together. 

As he continued to provide medical treatment, 
Barclay found himself counseling his patients on a 
variety of non-medical issues, growing into 
evangelical and pastoral work. He eventually became 
a registered minister. 

Barclay Hinchman died in 1892 and was buried in 
the Sugar Creek Cemetery in Searsboro, Iowa, 
survived by his second wife and their children.  

In THE CHRISTIAN WORKER, a Quaker 
publication, he was remembered as “a man who had 
unlimited confidence in the Holy Spirit and 
depending on Him for his preparation for the 
ministry of the Word, his communications were 
accompanied by the power of God and were edifying 
and comforting to the Church.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wethersfield’s first resident physician, Barclay 
Hinchman, was a previously unknown colonist. We 
assume there are many more undiscovered stories 
like his. We should to take the time to look for them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Barclay Hinchman head stone in the  
Sugar Creek Cemetery, Searsboro, Iowa 


