


KEWANEE CENTENNIAL COMMISSION

OFFICERS

W. B. Russell, President John Lewis, Treasurer
Robert Hatcher, Vice President Eber D. Jernberg, Jr., Secretary

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Maurice A. Melford

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mayor Ernest E. Stull 
Dr. T. B. Carney 
John Demmler 
Harry Harper 
Rev. Charles Hoskinson 
Senator F. P. Johnson 
Chris Ketridge 
Russell Lindstrom

Wayne Maxwell 
Airs. R. A. Murchison 
Lawrence J. Standaert 
L. W. Strand 
Duane Swedman 
V. A. Tredinnick 
Ellis Waller 
Mrs. T. J. Welch

Dr. H. D. Swain

r

FOREWORD

The Kewance Story is not intended as a history of Kewanee. A satisfactory 
account of the one hundred years of Kewanee’s history would require a volume 
of several hundred pages. This little booklet, presented on the occasion of 
Kewanee’s Centennial observance, is intended to provide a glimpse into the city’s 
past in the hope that the reader may better appreciate what has been done for us 
of the present by those who have gone before. The achievements of our pre 
decessors should serve as inspiration to us to move forward to even greater 
progress in the future.

The members of the Committee for the Preparation of The Kewanee Story 
wish to express their sincere thanks to the many individuals who have cooperated 
in the task of gathering material. If there are any inaccuracies in the work the 
Committee must accept the responsibility for them.

COMMITTEE FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE KEWANEE STORY

C. C. Pryor, Chairman Mrs. S. P. Heaps
Mrs. Florence Neville Anderson Frank Preston Johnson
Verle Fairfield Chris Ketridge
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I. IN THE BEGINNING
Between the great bend in the Illinois River and the broad surface of the 

Father of Waters there lay a vast, rolling prairie mantled with a cover of waist- 
high grasses which moved with an undulating motion in the wind in the manner 
of the heaving bosom of that great inland sea whose waters washed the shores 
of Illinois little more than a hundred miles to the north and east. Only the 
irregular files of trees along the courses of meandering streams and the occasional 
groves broke the monotony of the panorama of grass and sky. >

Not yet had the white man come to defile the virgin nature of the prairies 
of northwestern Illinois—that region of which Henry County came to be a part. 
The area was the hunting grounds of the Sauks and Foxes, the Winnebagoes 
and the Pottawatomies. Their villages were along the larger streams and their 
trails formed a criss-cross pattern over the whole area.

But civilization was not to be denied. Up the Mississippi and Illinois, and by 
covered wagon from the south and east, came the white man. At first there 
were few; then his numbers increased as the pace of migration quickened. He 
encroached upon the domain of the red man, and the frontier became a fearsome 
place as the Indian fought to hold that which he considered to be rightfully 
his own.

The Black Hawk War of 1832 proved to be the final struggle between the 
Indian and the white man for the control of northwestern Illinois. Black Hawk’s 
people, the Sauks, were driven from their ancestral home at the confluence of 
the Rock and Mississippi rivers by U. S. troops and Illinois militiamen.

When White Cloud, otherwise known as the Prophet, refused to take his 
Winnebagoes into the conflict, and when Black Hawk’s other friends, the 
Pottawatomies, also refused to aid him, Black Hawk and his people fled up the 
Rock River, then north across the Wisconsin, and back toward the Mississippi in 
a desperate attempt to get safely across that stream where the U. S. government 
had decreed they must go. At the point where the Bad Axe River flows into the 
Mississippi the U. S. troops and militiamen caught up with the starving and 
exhausted Indians, and before the Sauks could effect a crossing of the Mississippi 
most of Black Hawk’s people were slain. Only a few managed to cross to safety. 
Black Hawk himself escaped to the dells of the Wisconsin River where he was 
captured a short time later. He was taken East in the custody of the U. S. 
government and later returned to a reservation on the Des Moines River where 
he died in 1838.

In 1832, the Winnebagoes ceded to the U. S. all of their territory which 
lav southeast of the Wisconsin and Fox rivers, and the following year the 
Pottawatomies, Ottawas, and Chippewas ceded their holdings to the U. S. govern 
ment and prepared to move to reservations west of the Mississippi. Thus, when 
the first white settlers came to Henry County in 1835 they found only a few 
peaceful, disillusioned, and disorganized stragglers of the once proud tribes of 
Sauks, Ottawas, Winnebagoes and Pottawatomies. The Indian menace had ceased 
to exist. The few Indians who continued to remain for a time in the vicinity had 
become resigned to the knowledge that the white man had come to stay.

With this picture of conditions on the prairies of northwestern Illinois at 
the time of the settlement of Henry County, let us pause to take a brief glance at 
the political evolution of this area with which our story is concerned.

This land was discovered and claimed by the French in the latter part of the 
seventeenth century. In 1671 Nicholas Perrot became the first European to set 
foot upon the soil of Illinois when he visited the Miamis where Chicago now 
stands. In 1672 Fathers Claude Allouez and Claude Dablon, Jesuit missionaries, 
carried their Christian teachings to the Indians of southern Wisconsin and
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northern Illinois. The following year, Father Marquette and Louis Joliet entered 
the upper Mississippi by way of the Wisconsin and paddled down the Father 
of Waters to the mouth of the Arkansas. They returned to Lake Michigan 
by way of the Illinois and Chicago rivers. In 1679 the great French explorer, 
LaSalle, came to the Illinois country. He built a fort at Peoria Lake in 1680, and 
at Starved Rock in 1682. It was in 1682 that he made his famous voyage to the 
mouth of the Mississippi, claiming all the land drained by the great river for 
King Louis XIV, of France. He named the vast area “Louisiana.”

But French possession of the Illinois prairies lasted less than a century. The 
English colonies east of the Appalachians had no intention of permitting the 
French to maintain undisputed control of most of the continent. The English and 
French collided west of the Appalachians and, as a result of the Treaty of 1763 
which ended the French and Indian War, the Illinois country passed into English 
hands along with Canada and all other territory east of the Mississippi except the 
island of New Orleans.

Then came the American Revolution. Colonel George Rogers Clark took 
Illinois from the English in 1779, and the Treaty of 1783 made Illinois a part of 
the infant United States of America. From 1779 to 1784 the Illinois country was a 
part of Virginia. In 1784 Virginia ceded Illinois to the government of the United 
States. The Ordinance of 1787 established the Northwest Territory constituting 
the future states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin.

In 1790 most of what is now Illinois was organized into St. Clair County 
and a part of Knox County of the Northwest Territory, but the area west of 
the Illinois River remained unorganized. In 1801 Illinois became a part of the 
Territory of Indiana. What is now Henry County was included in St. Clair 
County until 1812 when it became a part of Madison County. Illinois became a 
state in 1818. Subsequently, until 1837, as new counties were created, what is 
now Henry or portions thereof, was at different times a part of Madison, Pike, 
Fulton, Putnam, Jo Davies and Knox counties. In 1825 Henry County was 
created and named for that great patriot and statesman of the Revolutionary 
period—Patrick Henry. Henry County was detached from Knox and organized as 
a separate county in 1837. That event occurred two years after the first white 
settler arrived in Henry County.

II. FOUNDING OF KEWANEE
One of the largest of the numerous groves which dotted the rolling, grass- 

clad prairies of Henry County was a tract of timber about fourteen miles long 
and six miles wide located near the southeast corner of the county and known 
as Barren Grove. The settlement which grew into the city of Kewanee was 
founded along the south edge of Barren Grove. That settlement was Wethers 
field. Since the roots of Kewanee lie deeply buried in Wethersfield, we must 
preface the story of the founding of Kewanee with the story of the founding of 
Wethersfield. *

Several of the first ambitious attempts at settlement in Henry County were 
colonies sponsored by organizations of Eastern Protestants. Wethersfield was one 
of those colonies.

In June, 1835, Rev. Ithamar Pillsbury, Archibald Slaughter, and Noah T. 
Pike arrived in Henry County to locate lands for the Andover Colony which was 
sponsored by the New York Association. When Rev. Pillsbury returned East in 
:he fall of 1835 he was contacted by Caleb J. Tenney, of Wethersfield, Con 
necticut, concerning the possibility and practicability of a Connecticut group 
rounding a colony near the Andover settlement. The conversations between
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Pillsbury and Tenney resulted in the formation at Wethersfield, Connecticut, of 
the Connecticut Association for the purpose of sponsoring a colony in Illinois in 
the vicinity of the New York Association’s colony at Andover.

During the winter of 1835-36 plans were made for the colonizing attempt. 
A committee of purchase, consisting of Rev. Ithamar Pillsbury, Col. Sylvester 
Blish, and Elizur Goodrich, was appointed in February, 1836, and the three men 
set out for the Illinois country. Arriving at Andover, they found a cabih or two 
which had been built the previous year, but there were no inhabitants in Andover 
at that time. The men walked the twenty-two miles to Barren Grove and at 
once set about the task of selecting land. Before returning East they had selected 
and entered ninety-nine quarter-sections in what is now Wethersfield and Ke 
wanee townships. The first entry was made May 7, 1836. The following March 
an additional quarter-section was entered, thus bringing the total of the company’s 
holding to 16,000 acres. The land was purchased from the government.

The committee of purchase, having completed their work, returned East 
and another committee, consisting of Rev. Joseph Goodrich, John F. Willard 
and Henry G. Little, was appointed to survey and lay out a town, and divide the 
timber into twenty-acre lots. Willard and Little reached the company’s holdings 
in November, 1836, with the intention of laying out the town and timber lots 
without delay. However, they found that the services of the county surveyor, who 
lived at Dayton, which was located in Colona Township some thirty miles from 
Barren Grove, would not be available until the following spring. Willard and 
Little remained for a few days with John Kilvington and family in their cabin 
which had been built in the summer of 1836 in Barren Grove about one and 
one-half miles northeast of the company’s holdings, then the two committeemen 
proceeded to French Grove in Peoria County where they secured the services 
of a surveyor, Nelson Simons. The three, together with William Wheeler, 
W. T. Little, Sullivan Howard, and Simeon B. Stoddard, returned to Barren 
Grove on November 16, 1836. The men worked at surveying for two days, then 
late in the evening of November 18, they stopped their work, which was not 
resumed until the following spring.

Late on November 18, the party, with the exception of Willard, went to 
Fraker’s Grove, a short distance west of the present site of LaFayette. Willard 
remained at Barren Grove to build a cabin, living with the Kilvington family 
during the two weeks required to accomplish his task. Willard’s cabin was the 
first building to be built on the company’s land, and the first in Wethersfield. 
He, with Nathan Butler and Joseph Goodrich, lived in the cabin during the 
winter of 1836-37.

The work of laying out the town and dividing the timber into twenty-acre 
lots was resumed in April, 1837, with the surveying being done by the county 
surveyor, Arba M. Seymour. The village was laid out at about the center of the 
company’s holdings. It was named for the city in Connecticut where the Con 
necticut Association was formed.

Though the cabin of Willard was the first erected in Wethersfield, others 
were built early in 1837. In February, Sullivan Howard built a house of green 
lumber hauled seventy miles from Ellisville, on Spoon River. Henry G. Little 
and William T. Little “raised” log cabins within the next few weeks. The cabin 
of William T. Little was only 18 by 20 feet in size and consisted of one room with 
a loft above. Abner B. Little and family resided with his son’s family in the cabin 
which was the home of sixteen people during the winter of 1837-38. The cabin 
stands today on the farm of Charles T. Little, grandson of Abner B. Little, at the 
south edge of Kewanee and is the oldest building in the city. It is in a well 
preserved condition despite its age of 117 years.

Among the settlers who came to the colony in the spring and summer of 1837
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were Elisha Wolcott, Caleb Little, Evan Wheaton, C. B. Miner, Selden Miner, 
Col. Sylvester Blish, William Blish and Luther C. Sleight. Col Sylvester Blish 
became Wethersfield’s first postmaster. In 1838 and 1839 many newcomers 
came to the colony. Prominent among them were David Potter, John H. Wells, 
Francis Loomis, Champlain Lester and Zenas Hotchkiss.

Wethersfield became a busy place. A saw mill was built in 1837, and a grist 
mill, in 1838. The first store was opened by James Carson in 1839. In less than 
two years from the laying out of Wethersfield the community could boast of a 
population of 130.

The years passed. Wethersfield continued to grow. It became a thriving 
community. Then came rumors of a railroad to be built across the southern 
part of Henry County. The rumors developed into fact with the organization 
of the Central Military Tract Railroad in Galesburg in February, 1851. The 
right-of-way was surveyed in 1852 and the work of building the road went 
forward rapidly.

The citizens of Wethersfield exerted every effort to induce the railroad to 
build through their town, but their efforts were in vain. The railroad company 
was interested in a right-of-way which would entail the minimum amount of 
expense in construction. To build through Wethersfield it would have been 
necessary to bridge a slough and do a considerable amount of grading and filling 
all of which could be avoided by building on the comparatively high and level 
ground one mile north of Wethersfield. Thus, Wethersfield was left to one 
side, and a new town which became Kewanee was begun on the railroad. The 
city of Kewanee thus owes its existence to the Central Military Tract Railroad 
which later became a part of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy system.

The southern edge of Barren Grove was included in the Wethersfield colony. 
In addition, there were several settlers farther north in the timber and also to the 
east and west of what became the site of Kewanee. The farm of Matthew B.

Kewanee's first house, now D. A. R. Chapter House.
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and John P. Potter lav on the site of Kewanee west of the road ivhich later became 
Main Street. Their farm house, which had been built in the spring of 1850, became 
Kewanee’s first house. The Potter house is still standing but not on its original 
location which was on the west side of Main Street a few yards north of 
Second Street. It became the property of the Daughters of the American Revolu 
tion and on June 23, 1903, it was moved to its present location on Park Avenue 
where it is occupied as their chapter house. The Potters sold portions of their 
farm for town lots. George A. Morse and Silas Willard acquired some of the 
Potter land along the railroad on Main Street and built a warehouse and store 
in 1853. The store, known as the “Pioneer Store,” was the first in Kewanee.

Following the surveying of the railroad right-of-way and when it became 
known where the railroad station would be located, there was a scramble to 
obtain choice lots. Several of the men who had been prominent in the settlement 
of Wethersfield saw the advantages of being located on the railroad and were 
among the first to obtain lots on the new town site.

The new town was laid out on May 1, 1854, by Capt. Sullivan Howard, 
Henry G. Little, Ralph A. Tenney, Nelson Lav, George A. Morse and Col. 
Sylvester Blish. Henry G. Little and Capt. Howard had figured prominently 
in the laving out of Wethersfield in the fall of 1836 and spring of 1837, and Capt. 
Howard came to be known as the “Father of Kewanee.” Charles C. Blish did the 
surveying.

When the town was laid out the proprietors called it Berrien, the name of 
the chief engineer of the railroad. Col. Berrien, however, objected to having the 
town named for him and, when asked by the proprietors to name the new 
town, he suggested the name “Kewanee.” The name was acceptable and was 
legalized by a special act of the legislature on February 14, 1855. The postofficc 
was given the name Kewanee when first established in 1854. The first postmaster 
was Col. Sylvester Blish who also had been Wethersfield’s first postmaster. It is 
said that “Kewanee" is an Indian name meaning “prairie chicken.”

There was much activity in Kewanee even before the town was laid out 
and the work of building increased rapidly all during the remainder of 1854. The 
railroad was completed through Kewanee during the latter months of 1854 and 
for a time thereafter Kewanee’s growth was exceptionally rapid. Within eighteen 
months after the laying out of the town, the population, including Wethersfield, 
was 1500, and by 1857 there were 2000 inhabitants.

The founding of Kewanee marked the end of Wethersfield’s development 
insofar as its business growth was concerned. Within a short time after the laying 
out of Kewanee practically all the business houses of Wethersfield moved to the 
new town site. Wethersfield remained as a residential area and eventually Ke- 
wance's expansion southward bridged the mile which originally separated the 
two towns. In 1921, Wethersfield was officially annexed to the city of Kewanee.

OONtF 30 I <11 i
III. INDUSTRIES

The City of Kewanee was underlaid with a four to six foot vein of coal. 
During the year 1867, 53,000 tons of coal were mined here. Thirty-two thousand 
tons were shipped to various points, 14,000 tons were used by the railroad and 
several thousand more were used for home consumption. The Platt Coal Mining 
Companv was the largest of several mines operated in the early days.

In 1869 the Lathrop Coal Mining Company was organized with a capital 
of nearly 400,000 dollars. The mine was one and one-half miles east of town and 
employed two hundred people. In addition, there were many smaller mines 
operated by the Kirleys, Bates, Prices, Atkinsons, Meloens, Lambs, E. S. Barlow,

9



Jake Fleming, John Fischer, and a Mr. Galloway, who, it is said, was responsible 
for persuading the railroad to use coal instead of wood.

Kewanee was possessed of a clay suitable for the manufacture of brick and 
tile. Several brickyards came into existence. One was operated by the Gunthers, 
another by the Kewanee Mining and Manufacturing Company, and a third by 
John P. Potter and Joseph Miner—later by John P. Potter and son, and still later 
by Noble E. Potter. Many of the business buildings in Kewanee are built with 
brick from the Potter yard.

H. H. Bryan opened the first wagon and carriage shop in Wethersfield in 
1850. He was followed by James Wiley who, in 1852, established a business at 
the corner of Church and Tenney streets. He employed four woodworkers, five 
blacksmiths, three painters, and three carriage trimmers. He took many prizes for 
the excellence of his work.

In 1865 the O’Brien Brothers, manufacturers of carriages and wagons, moved 
to Kewanee and located on North Main Street. They employed about fifty7 men 
and made, on an average, two wagons, two carriages, and one hundred harrows 
per day.

At the corner of Fourth Street and Lexington Avenue stood the Kewanee 
Foundry and Machine Company which was operated by J. Keeler and Company. 
The firm manufactured the Harris wind mill.

The partnership of Anderson and Slocum, dissolved in 1870, was the fore 
runner of the Anderson Universal Heater Company, established in 1869. In 
April, 1872, the name was Anderson Steamer and Heater Company. In 1876 it 
became the Haxtun Steam Heater Company which employed twenty-five to 
thirty men.

In 1883 the Kewanee Rolling and Pipe Mill came into being, and in 1884 
the Haxtun Steam Heater Company and the Kewanee Rolling and Pipe Mill 
consolidated. In March, 1891, the name w'as changed to the Western Tube 
Company. E. E. Baker became vice-president, treasurer, and director.

In the spring of 1892, the Western Tube Company discontinued the 
manufacture of boilers and the company was divided, one part continuing as the 
National Tube Company, later the Walworth Company, and the other organized 
and incorporated May 4, 1892, as the Kewanee Boiler Company.

The manufacture of the Kewanee Boiler was begun in the old boiler shop 
of the Western Tube Company on Main Street. During 1893 the company built 
an addition to this building. They then occupied about one and one-half acres 
of ground and employed less than one hundred men. In 1900 the Kewanee Boiler 
Company sold this property to the Western Tube Company, purchased seven 
acres of ground and erected new shops on the present site. In 1920 a “Million 
Dollar Addition” was built, bringing the total acres occupied to thirty-three, with 
thirteen acres under roof.

On December 14, 1927, the Kewanee Boiler Company was purchased by the 
American Radiator Company and the name became Kewanee Boiler Corporation. 
In 1952 the Kewanee Boiler Corporation merged with the Ross Manufacturing 
Company and assumed the name Kewanee-Ross Corporation. The firm has fifty- 
eight, branches in the United States, enjoys affiliations in Canada, and has export 
contacts in many foreign countries.

In 1883, H. H. Perkins invented an end-gate for wagons and called it the Boss 
shoveling* board. He formed a partnership with E. K. Hayes and began manu 
facturing the product in a small way. Hayes soon purchased Perkins’ interest 
and moved the factory to Galva.

Soon thereafter Perkins patented the Perkins Boss Husker. In 1889 a small 
company was formed by W, H. Lyman, Judge C. C. Wilson, H. H. Perkins, and

10

H. T. Terry to manufacture these pins. The first of these forged pins were pur 
chased in Rockford and the brass fittings in Waterbury, Connecticut. During 
their second year the company purchased a trip hammer and lathe, together with 
an old cook stove which enabled complete manufacture at home.

During the formative years the company built windmills, corn planters, and 
a new shoveling board developed by Perkins.

Incorporated in 1893 under the name “The Boss Manufacturing Company,” 
the company began making overalls. Lyman noted that farmers’ wives were 
buying canton flannel to make mittens for their husbands. That led to the 
manufacture of mittens. From this was developed the canton flannel work glove 
of today.

The growth of the company made additional production necessary. The 
first branch plant was opened in Galesburg in 1903. At present the company 
has plants in Cisco and Breckenridge, Texas; Leavenworth, Kansas; Chillicothe, 
Missouri; Lebanon, Indiana; Palm, Pennsylvania; Findley and Bluffton, Ohio, 
and Kewanee and Peoria, Illinois.

In 1886 Peter Wistrand began the manufacture of a hand pump, using the 
firm name “Peters Pump Company.” Fred Gunther became a partner in 1890, 
and that year a two-story machine shop and foundry was erected at the corner of 
Main Street and the railroad. In 1892 they manufactured a corn planter and a 
general line of pumps. In 1904 Wistrand sold his interest in the company and 
the factory became a co-partnership with Frederick Gunther, president; William 
Gunther, secretary; and Frank Gunther, treasurer. The firm discontinued business 
in 1948.

Like most Kewanee industries, the Kewanee Manufacturing Company is 
“home made.” Royal H. Hayward, William H. Lyman, and J. H. Baethke founded 
the company in 1919. Today the company’s products are sold in forty-four of 
the forty-eight states. The company began in quarters at the corner of Fourth 
and North Tremont streets. The business began with two employees, a small 
amount of equipment, and a ton of steel. The first product was coal chutes. 
Within a year the rented quarters were purchased, and four years later the floor 
space was increased by the construction of an adjoining steel building. In 1929 
the company built a new modern factory at the southwest edge of Kewanee. 
Three additions have since been built to the building. It is equipped with 
machinery for the fabrication and finishing of sheet and bar steel. The company 
produces truck bodies and hoists, coal yard equipment, and products used in 
building construction. Recently they have begun the fabrication of aluminum 
window and door frames.

During World War II the company became a producer of bomb fins, anti 
tank mines and other war materiel.

Raymond F. Zang is president of the Kewanee Manufacturing Company.
In January, 1946, the Kewanee Industrial Washer Corporation came into 

existence. Joseph Rule and C. Paul White, Jr., both native Kewaneeans, were 
president and secretary-treasurer, respectively. White succeeded Rule as presi 
dent in 1947. The firm’s first home was at the corner of Third and East streets. 
In 1952 a modern office and shop was constructed on the west side of the city. 
Today the Kewanee Dishwasher is sold in all forty-eight states and in some 
foreign countries.

Shortly after the turn of the century Henry L. Demmler came to Kewanee 
to install machinery for the Western Tube Company. Demmler saw opportunities 
in this vicinity and induced his brothers, William and Rudolph, to join him in 
organizing the firm of William Demmler and Brothers, Structural Engineers. 
The firm built coal mine tipples, fabricated structural steel work, and produced
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foundry equipment. They specialized in a line of pneumatic core machines, an 
invention of Dcmmlcr and M. J. Hewlett. The original site of the Demmler 
factory was on North Main Street where the Eagles Lodge is now located. In 
19i8 the factory was moved to the corner of Alain and Fifth streets. About sixty 
men are employed. H. L. Demmler died in 1950 and the business has been con 
tinued by his son, John N. Demmler.

The Kcwanee Machinery and Conveyor Company began in 1912 when Wal 
lace Glidden became interested in a seed corn hanger with his father-in-law, 
George Hurff. Glidden interested B. F. Baker in the product and a partnership, 
the Kewanee Corn Hanger Company, was formed. Quarters were first occupied 
on Loomis Place, but in 1922 the firm moved to Commercial Street. In 1916 the 
name was changed to Kcwanee Implement Company. During World War I the 
firm received several small contracts for war materiel. During that period they 
added several pieces of farm equipment to their line, and in the twenties added 
other new products. In 1926 additional space was rented across the street from 
the Boss factory, and in that same year construction was begun on the present 
factory building at the west edge of the city. In 1946 another building was 
erected which doubled the firm's floor space. About 175 people are employed 
in the plant and office. Robert L. Glidden is general manager.

The Martin Machine Company came into being as a manufacturer of low- 
bed machinery trailers quite by accident. Jim Martin, being mechanically in 
clined, learned to maintain and repair his Model T. Soon he was helping neighbors 
with their cars and this resulted in the establishment of a garage. Soon Jim felt 
the need for a lathe and other mechanical equipment so he established a machine 
shop in a building adjacent to the railroad. Two years later the building wras sold 
and Martin moved to a location at the south edge of the city. In order to move 
his machinery he built an extremely low platform trailer. It was so practical that 
there came to be a demand for it.

In 1939 Martin was asked to build a trailer for hauling Caterpillar tractors 
equipped with a high lift shovel. This accomplished, an entirely new market was 
opened and additional capital was necessary to expand his business. The company 
was incorporated July 3, 1940, with a capital stock of $21,200. During World 
War II, Martin Machine Company's new type trailer with a hinged or folding 
goose-neck was accepted by the army as standard equipment.

In 1949 the company suffered a disastrous fire. Rather than rebuild on the 
old site, which was not large enough to allow for future expansion, the company 
secured a new site north of the railroad and east of North East Street, where a 
new factory was constructed. Martin trailers are sold in all forty-eight states and 
in many foreign countries.

Space does not permit an account of all of Kewanee’s industries. There are 
several smaller industries which are in a flourishing condition and which have 
contributed mightily to Kewanee’s reputation as an industrial city. Among them 
are Kewanee Iron and Metal Company, Martin Engineering Company, Kewanee 
Headwear Company, Household Paper Products Company, Seifert Vault Com 
pany, United Woodworking Company, Mail-O-Graph, and others. They will 
undoubtedly enjoy the same growth and prosperity that has characterized the 
development of the other industries which have called Kewanee their home for so 
many years.
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IV. TRANSPORTATION
As the year 1850 approached, the Middle West was at the threshold of a 

period of spectacular economic development. For a generation settlers in ever 
increasing numbers had been moving into the "Old Northwest. Everywhere the 
rich, level land had responded generously, and better transportation was 
desperately needed.

In 1851 the Central Military Tract Railroad was incorporated in Galesburg 
to build a line from that community to connect with the Chicago and Aurora 
Railroad at Mendota. After difficulties in obtaining necessary funds for con 
struction, a plan for building a single through route between Chicago and the 
Mississippi River went into effect and construction began at Mendota in 1852.

The right-of-way for the railroad through Kewanee was donated by John P. 
and Matthew B. Potter, brothers who owned the farm which became the original 
site of Kewanee. By October, 1854, the railroad had reached Kewanee and by 
early December the line was completed to Galesburg. The first engine used on 
the road was the “Pigeon,” built by Baldwin in 1837 for the forerunner of the 
.Michigan Central Railroad. On July 9, 1856, the Central Military Tract Railroad 
was consolidated with the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad which was 
already building west of the Mississippi.

The coming of the railroad was undoubtedly the main factor in the founding 
of Kewanee. It contributed much to the early growth of the settlement by pro 
viding shipping facilities for its coal, grain, and manufactured products. In the 
year 1869 the value of coal shipped was estimated at $180,000.

In every movement for the betterment of the territory through which it 
passed the Burlington has taken a lively interest, contributing both time and 
money to that end. On occasions of disaster the Burlington has contributed free

Old "No. 9.” This type of wood-burner was used on the Central 
Military Tract Railroad through Kewanee in 1854.
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transportation of supplies needed to help the victims of catastrophes. Truly the 
coming of the railroad was a blessing to the pioneer.

About 1896 an itinerant, who had in some way acquired a horseless carriage, 
came through Kewanee and sold rides for a fee of one dollar. A ride over 
bumpy, dirt roads in the vehicle that resembled a buggy, but which was propelled 
by a motor, was indeed a thriller. By 1903 the automobile was well on its way to 
replacing “Old Dobbin” and people were complaining to the police about the 
fast drivers of the new-fangled contraptions. Farmers often alighted from their 
carriages to hold their horses when meeting automobiles and frequently shook 
their fists at the departing contraptions. By 1920 people were planning automobile 
trips to their vacation spots rather than going by train.

In the early twenties there was agitation for hard roads through the country, 
and in November, 1924, the people of Illinois adopted the law providing for an 
additional one hundred million dollar bond issue for the purpose of completing 
the original state bond issue road system. Sixty million dollars had previously 
been voted.

The first hard road to enter Kewanee was Route 34 from the east, next was 
Route 78 in 1926, and in 1927 the road between Kewanee and Cambridge was built.

The contract for paving the business district of Kewanee was let July 20, 1899. 
The improvement cost $39,620. Since that time scarcely a year has passed without 
some addition to the paved streets of the city until today the unpaved street is the 
exception rather than the rule. Kewanee has literally been pulled out of the mud.

In 1902 Fred Emery of Galesburg began agitation for a street railway system 
for Kewanee. He was able to interest W. H. Lyman, F. M. Lay, and several 
others in the program. A part of the roadbed was constructed early in 1903, and 
on August 21, 1903, the first car ran on a part of the line. The first line ran from 
the baseball park, at the east side of the city, on Lake Street to East Street, over 
East to Third Street, Third to Main, Main to Division, Division to Tenney, 
Tenney to McClure, and McClure to Payson. Later the west end loop was’ 
completed and a line to east Wethersfield was put in operation. To accommodate 
the people living north of the railroad and east of Main Street, still another line 
was constructed. The company tried on several occasions to gain permission to 
cross the Burlington tracks but their petitions were denied, so the north branch 
ran only as far as the tracks, the route being Main Street to Ninth Street, Ninth 
to May, and return. The first station of the company was at the southwest corner 
of Main and Third streets. Later the company acquired the old Baptist church at 
the northeast corner of Main and Third streets and converted it into a station 
and car barn. In 1906 the route was extended from Payson Street to Windmont 
Park, and car barns and a power house were built there.

Soon after the first street cars were running in Kewanee, the same company 
constructed a line between Kewanee and Galva to connect with the Rock Island 
lines, and to provide transportation for men residing in Galva but employed in 
Kewanee. Cars ran between the two places on an average of one each hour. In 
addition to the passenger service, some freight was carried.

In 1923 the company went into the hands of a receiver and service was dis 
continued for ten months. On June 14, 1924, an election was held to determine 
whether or not the Lyons plan for operation of all public utilities, including the 
street cars and interurban line should be adopted. This resulted in the resumption 
of sendee. In 1932 some buses were put in operation, and in 1936 the city bus 
lines became the property of Jack Hanna and W. L. Newburn who operated 
them until 1951 when they were sold to Lawrence A. Gold, of Chicago. At the 
present time six buses are in operation and they travel about six hundred miles 
per day.
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The year 1928 saw Kewanee becoming air-minded. At that time, Frank Lay, 
chairman of the aviation committee of the Kiwanis Club, started agitation for the 
establishment of an airport for Kewanee. Through cooperation of the Kiwanis 
Club, Chamber of Commerc, and E. E. Baker, Inc., stock worth $50,000 was sold 
and 120 acres of land on Route 34 and 78, south of Kewanee, were purchased 
from William C. Henry. The first directors of Kewanee Airports, Inc., were 
R. E. Pankey, O. F. Lyman, T. C. Pierce, A. J. Anderson, H. D. Chetfry, J. H. 
Baethke, R. W. Rounseville, and P. D. Adler. An all steel hangar was erected 
at a cost of $12,000, and on June 16, 1930, the Kewanee airport was dedicated. 
More than fifty airplanes from various parts of the country participated in 
the dedication. Ten thousand persons were in attendance. Major Reed G. Landis 
was director of the program; Major Lafeton Whitney was his assistant. Amelia 
Earhart Putnam had planned to attend but stormy weather in Chicago prevented 
her from making the flight to Kewanee.

The Kewanee airport was located on a proposed Chicago-Kansas City air 
route but the field was inadequate for landing large transport planes. A few 
years after the opening of the airport a tragic accident occurred when a Braniff 
transport plane crashed in attempting to make a forced landing. Three persons 
died in the crash.

The field was operated for a number of years for the convenience of small 
craft and as a flight training school. Operators included Boyd Grover, W. E. 
Gerber, Cole Brothers (now of national air racing fame), and Maynard Corkill, 
of Galva.

Jack Cope, a Kewaneean who gained fame as a parachutist in the early 
thirties, appeared in a number of exhibitions here. He suffered a serious injury 
in a jump in Chicago and a benefit show was given for him here. It was on this 
occasion that Major General Jimmy Doolittle, of World War II fame, appeared 
at the airport.

On May 16, 1952, the board of directors of Kewanee Airports, Inc., recom 
mended to the stockholders that the corporation be dissolved, subject to action 
at a meeting to be held on June 4, at which time the stockholders voted to dis 
solve the corporation. In March, 1953, the property was purchased by O. H. 
David. In addition to maintaining the field as an airport, he has constructed a 
motel and effected other improvements.

The past century has seen transportation develop from the slow pace of 
the ox team to the supersonic speed of man in flight—a near miraculous develop 
ment in the course of human affairs.

V. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS
The early settlers in Wethersfield were god-fearing people. The purpose of 

the Connecticut Association in founding the colony was, in the words of the 
Association’s regulations, “for promoting the cause of education and piety in the 
State of Illinois or vicinity, and the increase of our doing good . . . ”. The worship 
of God was as much a part of the lives of the Wethersfield colonists and the 
early settlers in Kewanee as any other aspect of their living.

The growth of the community’s religious organizations has kept pace with 
the growth of the city itself. Today there are at least thirty-two religious 
congregations in the city. Some church groups which once flourished are no 
more.

In these few pages it is impossible to tell the complete story of each of 
Kewanee’s churches, and some of the religious groups which once existed but 
which have since disbanded have been neglected altogether in this account.
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The history of the community’s churches dates back to 1838, when Wethers 
field's first church building, a log structure, was erected at the northeast corner 
ofchsu*+Nand Tenney streets. Rev. Ithamar Pillsbury was the first minister.

The Congregational Church, organized in 1839, was Wethersfield’s first 
religious institution. Their first building was erected in 1849 on the site now 
occupied by Wethersfield Junior High School. After the congregation merged 
with the Kewanee church the building became the Wethersfield town hall.

The Methodist Episcopal Church in Wethersfield was organized in 1841. A 
building was completed in 1853 at the southwest corner of Church and Tennev 
streets. The society dissolved after most of its members affiliated with the Ke 
wanee church. The building now stands on the farm of Charles T. Little at the 
south edge of the city.

Wethersfield's third church was a Baptist congregation which was organized 
in 1843. The members met at various places and in 1854 found a permanent church 
home at Ann a wan.

Another Baptist church was organized in Wethersfield in 1851. The erection 
of a brick building on Lot 76 on Tenney Street was begun in 1856. Before the 
building was completed the congregation moved their place of worship to 
Kewanee and assumed the name of the First Baptist Church of Kewanee. Their 
unfinished building was sold to the Wethersfield school trustees.

The First Baptist Church, since it was organized in Wethersfield before 
Kewanee was founded, is the 
oldest existing church society 
in the city. After the congre 
gation moved to Kewanee, 
meetings were held in Cutters 
Hall, Sykes Hall, and in other 
church buildings. In 1867 a 
building was erected at the 
northeast corner of Main and 
Third streets. It was used until 
1906 when it was sold to the 
city for use as a street car 
station. In that same year the 
present building was con 
structed at Tremont Street 
and Central Boulevard. Rev. Gordon L. Vaughn has been pastor since 1946.

The Congregational Church in Kewanee was organized in 1855. The first 
church building, a frame structure, was built on the northeast corner of First 
and Tremont streets in 1858. It was razed in 1892 to make way for a new brick 
structure which was erected on the same site. The new building was dedicated 
in 1893. In 1951 that building was sold. In 1949 the congregation purchased the 
Pierce property at Chestnut and Prospect streets, and in 1952 construction of a 
new building on the site was begun. It was dedicated June 7, 1953. Frank M. Lay 
contributed over $100,000 toward the cost of the new church. Rev. Charles C. 
Hoskinson has been pastor since 1950.

Old Colony Church, 
Wethersfield's first church and school.

The First Methodist Church in Kewanee was organized in 1855. The first 
church building was erected at the northeast corner of Fourth and Burr streets in 
1856. The site is now a part of the property of the Walworth Company. The 
second building was built at the northeast corner of First and Chestnut streets 
in 1880. It was a twin-steepled brick church. The First Methodist society was 
strengthened by various groups at different times. In the 1870’s most of the 
Wethersfield Methodists affiliated with the Kewanee church. The Swedish 
Methodists and the Ebenezer Methodists disbanded in 1919 and their members
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joined the First Church. In 1935 the Primitive Methodists merged with the First 
Methodist Church. The present structure at Main Street and Central Boulevard 
was completed in 1927. Dr. Loyal Thompson has been pastor since 1944.

The few Catholics among the early settlers of Kewanee and vicinity were 
ministered to by the parish priests at Lacon. Early meetings were occasionally 
held at the home of Patrick Cavanaugh, six miles south of Kewanee, and later 
at the home of Matthew Joyce on North Tremont Street. In 1865 a sniff 11 frame 
church was erected at the northwest corner of Fifth and Chestnut streets. The 
building, which still stands, was known as St. Mary’s, and was the home of the 
Catholic congregation of Kewanee until the first Visitation Church was built on 
Park Street between First and Central Boulevard in 1885. The present Visitation 
Church was completed in 1915. Substantial gifts by James and Mary Quirk helped 
finance construction of the new church. Right Reverend Monsignor William P. 
Burke has been pastor since 1919.

The first religious organization in Kewanee (not including Wethersfield) 
was a church school held on May 13, 1855, in the Kewanee House, a hotel in 
which Abraham Lincoln was entertained when he visited Kewanee in 1858. 
The group which organized the first Sunday school organized the 
St. John’s Episcopal Church on July 13, 1856. They erected the present building 
at the corner of Chestnut Street and Central Boulevard in 1857. It is the oldest 
church building in Kewanee still used for church services. The first church bell in 
Kewanee was rung from the belfry of St. John’s in 1860. Rev. Canon George T. 
Lawton has been rector since 1937.

The church life of the people of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church dates back to 
1862 when a congregation of Lutherans was formed. The first church building 
was a frame structure built at the corner of Central Boulevard and Elm Street in 
1867. The structure now stands at 109 South Elm Street and is used as a parish 
hall. The present brick building was erected in 1903. Rev. M. F. Oberndorfer 
has served as pastor since 1928.

The Kewanee Branch of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Dav Saints was organized in 1863. In 1868 a church, known as “Old Ship Zion,” 
was built on North Main Street. Later the Methodist Episcopal building on East 
Fourth Street was purchased. In 1885 the Primitive Methodist building located 
on Fifth Street at the end of Tremont Street was purchased. That building was 
sold when the city decided to extend Tremont Street farther north. In 1898 the 
present brick structure was completed at Sixth and Tremont streets. Elder David 
N. Williams is president of the Kewanee Branch.

The Free Methodist Church was organized in 1867. Their first building was 
one purchased from the Protestant Methodists. In 1877 the congregation sold 
that building to the Kewanee school district and erected a church at the corner 
of Main and First streets. That building was occupied until 1941 when the 
present church property at Beach and Prospect streets was purchased. Rev. Paul 
W. Pierson is the present pastor.

The Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, formerly known as the Swedish 
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation, was organized in 1869. Their first church 
structure was erected on the northeast corner of Grove Street and Central 
Boulevard in 1871. In 1888 the congregation purchased Doorpaht’s lot at Central 
Boulevard and Main Street where the present building was constructed in 1892. For 
the first fifty years of the church’s history all services were conducted in the 
Swedish language but in recent decades services have been in English. Pastor of 
the church is Rev. R. G. Edlen.

The First Presbyterian Church was organized in 1872. The first building 
constructed on the site of the present structure on Tremont Street. In 1903
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the building was sold to the Christian congregation and was moved from the 
site. A new church structure was completed in 1904. Rev. Howard E. Stanton 
has been pastor since 1949.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Church, located at Grove Street and Central Boulevard, 
was founded in 1881. The first church building was a frame structure which 
was replaced with the present brick building in 1911. Rev. Edward H. Busekros 
has served as pastor since 1952.

The First Mission Covenant Church had its origin with a group of Swedish 
immigrants in the 1880’s. The church was organized in 1889. In 1891 the present 
buildup was erected at First and Burr streets. The church has been without a 

\ .. nr pastor since 1951.
Kewanee’s Jehovah’s Witnesses, when organized in 1900, were known as the 

International Bible Students. They took their present name in 1931. For years 
they met in private homes but as their number increased they rented halls. At 
present they arc located in their Kingdom Hall at 312 South East Street. Manuel 
Paternoster is the Congregation Servant.

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church was organized about the turn of the century 
by a group of Lithuanian immigrants. From 1906 to 1912 they carried out a 
fund-raising campaign and purchased a site at Eighth and 'Fremont streets where 
the present church building was erected in 1913. Rev. Stanley J. Bartkus has 
been pastor since 1932.

Calvary Baptist Church was organized as the Swedish Baptist Church by a 
group of Swedish immigrants in 1901. The present frame building was erected at 
First and "Walnut streets in 1903. In 1931 the church took its present name. The 
church has been without a regular pastor since January 4, 1954, when its minister, 
Rev. George Sprague, was killed in an automobile accident.

Kewance’s First Christian Church was organized in 1902. In 1903 the old 
Presbyterian church building was 
purchased and moved to a lot on 
East First Street. It served the con 
gregation until 1921 when the so 
ciety occupied the East Second 
Street structure which they had 
purchased from the Swedish Meth 
odists. On March 20, 1949, that 
building was gutted by fire. In 
1950 a new church home was com 
pleted at Dwight and Division 
streets. Rev. Roland Florence is 
pastor.

Kewanee’s First Church of °ld Town Halt' Wethersfield.
Christ, Scientist, dates back to the turn of the century. In 1900 services were held 
and a Christian Science society began to take form. It was organized as a church 
in 1902. 1 lie present building at 302 South Main Street was erected on property 
purchased in 1907. The building was dedicated in 1921.

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church had its beginning when the Belgians and 
Hollanders belonging to Visitation parish organized their own parish on the 
north side of Kewanee in 1906. Their first church was a low, frame building 
erected at 303 West Sixth Street in 1906. The present structure on Central Boule 
vard was built in 1917. Father Francis B. Dickman has been pastor since 1947.

St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Roman Catholic Church, located at Main 
and Tenth streets, was founded in i907. The present brick building, which serves 
as the parish church, school, and Sisters’ convent, was erected the same year.
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In 1934 the parish administration was turned over to the Franciscan Fathers of 
the Order of Friars Minor Conventual. Rev. Sigmund Grochowski, O. F. M. 
Conv., has been pastor since 1951.

Grace Church of the Nazarene was organized in 1909 as the Pentecostal 
Church of the Nazarene. For a time a building was occupied at Fifth and Tremont 
streets. A new church and parsonage were built at Beach and Prospect streets but 
the property was lost in the depression of the early 1930’s. The congregation 
next occupied the old Catholic church building at Fifth and Chestnut streets. 
Later the site at 600 West Division Street was purchased and the present basement 
church building was constructed. Pastor is Rev. Sherman D. Hunter. ,

The Seventh Day Adventist Church began as a branch Sabbath school in 1915. 
In 1925 the church company was organized and for years services were con 
ducted in homes, halls, and theaters. In 1949 the Dana school building was 
purchased and moved to the site at 121 Mosher Avenue where it was dedicated 
as a church in 1951. Elder W. B. Pontynen is pastor.

The Church of God in Christ began in 1927 when twin sisters, Mary and 
Martha Renfro, began teaching a Pentecostal gospel. Services were first held in 
private homes, then in a building on Eighth Street. In 1931 a building at 604 North 
Walnut Street was occupied. In 1948 a new church was erected at 816 Acorn 
Street. Elder W. C. Walker has been pastor since 1942.

Holy Trinity Polish National Catholic Church in Kewanee was organized 
in 1928 by a group of Polish speaking people. The people of the parish built the 
present church structure at 712 North Trcmont Street in 1928. Pastor is Father Ed 
mond Mlynarczyk.

Kewanee Gospel Church had its origin in a series of evangelistic meetings 
held in a tabernacle on the old fair grounds in 1931. In that same year Rev. Lorna 
L. Matter and Rev. S. Marie Novak came to Kewanee and conducted meetings 
in the old Primitive Methodist church building at the corner of Main and 
Second streets. The church was organized with the converts of those meetings 
and the two young women evangelists became the pastors. The old church 
building was sold and the congregation met in a tent and in another building while 
their basement church, built in 1935, at 219 South Walnut Street, was under con 
struction. Miss Novak died in 1944, and Miss Matter has continued as pastor of 
the church.

A group of dissenting members of the Swedish Mission Church organized a 
congregation known as the Evangelical Covenant Tabernacle in 1934, and 
affiliated with the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church. A building was pur 
chased at George and Williams streets and remodeled for use as a church. It was 
almost completely rebuilt following a fire in 1937. A branch church, known as 
the Community Bible Chapel, is maintained on West Dewey Avenue. Rev. C. 
Norman Ericson serves as pastor of both congregations.

Christ’s Gospel Mission at 515 East Third Street was founded in 1945 by the 
present pastor, Rev. Loyed Fultz. Meetings were held in a tent on the church site 
and in a building at 324 South East Street where the East Side Gospel Center was 
organized. In 1946 the Gospel Center was taken into Christ’s Gospel Mission. 
Construction of the present brick church building was completed in 1949.

Kewanee’s Church of the Open Bible began with services in a tent on 
North Tremont Street in July, 1947. The present church building at 900 Pleasant 
View Avenue was completed in 1950. The church owns a school bus which is 
used to transport worshipers to and from church services. Rev. and Mrs. William 
B. Hearron have been pastors since May, 1953.

In addition to the Lutheran churches previously mentioned, there is the 
Redeemer Lutheran Church at Second and Vine Streets. Rev. Ehme Osterbur is 
pastor. The Second Baptist Church is located at 606 West First Street. Pastor is
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Rev. F. D. Green. Rev. J. H. Payton is pastor of the Bethel A. M. E. Church at 
340 Fifth Avenue.

The Salvation Army was organized as a local corps in Kcwanee in 1906. 
Until 1925 the corps occupied rented quarters, but in that year a half-basement 
building was constructed at 123 East Third Street which served as the citadel for 
27 years. In 1952 a new chapel was added to the old building. Senior Major and 
Mrs. H. M. Uptegrove have been in charge of the local corps since 1947.

There are two rural churches which should be included in our story. The 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ, now known as the Fairview Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, is located seven miles north of Kewanee, east of Route 78. 
The church was organized in Annawan in 1854. The first building was con 
structed in 1858, and was completely rebuilt in 1916 and 1917. The church is 
celebrating its Centennial this year. Rev. Glen Catlin is pastor.

The Church of Peace, located three miles northeast of Kewanee, was 
organized in 1876. The present church building was erected the same year. Pastor 
is Rev. Erich Pfundt.

Kewanee’s Y. M. C. A. was organized in 1887. T. H. Phillips was the first 
president. The “Y” first occupied rented quarters on the second floor of a building 
on the south side of Second Street between Trcmont and Chestnut. The Quinn 
building, on Main Street between Second and Third, was the second home of 
the “Y.” The third home was Kewanee's first Y. M. C. A. building which was 
erected at the southeast corner of Main and First streets. John H. Pierce, E. E. 
Baker, B. F. Baker, Elias Lvman, W. H. Lyman, and H. T. Lay were prominent 
among those who helped finance the building. About 1928 the need for a larger 
building was realized. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lay contributed $100,000 on condition 
that the people of Kewanee contribute another $200,000. The fund-raising cam 
paign went “over the top,” but due to the depression it was impossible to collect 
all funds that had been pledged. Nevertheless, the building program went forward 
and the present building on First Street was erected in 1931. Garrett Hadcock is 
the present Y. M. C. A. secretary.

The past century has seen many thousands of Kewanee people working 
toward the spiritual and cultural advancement of the community.

VI. EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
The story of the schools of Kewanee is primarily the story of two public 

school systems. Though the village of Wethersfield ceased to exist as a political 
entity with its annexation to Kewanee in 1921, its schools have continued to exist 
as a system entirely apart from the Kewanee school system. All attempts to 
consolidate the two systems have failed.

The first school in Wethersfield was taught in the summer of 1839 by 
Parmelia Stewart in the old log church building which had been constructed at 
the northeast corner of Church and Tenney streets in 1838. In the fall of 1839 
a one-room frame school house was built south of the old log church on Tenney 
Street. In 1850 the building was moved across the street to Lot 65 where it was 
used for school purposes until 1866.

In 1856 the school trustees acquired the unfinished brick church building 
and grounds of the Baptist congregation. The building was completed and used 
as a school house until 1903 It stands today on its original site on Tenney Street 
between McClure and Church streets.

In 1856 Wethersfield and Kewanee joined hands in building a union school
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on Chestnut Street 
between Division and 
Prospect streets. This 
school, known as the 
Old Academy, was 
instituted to meet the 
demand for a higher 
grade of education 
than the other schools 
of the two villages 
could offer. The 
building was a two- 
story brick structure 
with a cupola. In 
1870 Kewanee pur 
chased Wethersfield’s 
interest in the 
Academy and there 
after it was known as the Kewanee High School. When the building was razed 
the bell was placed in the clock tower of Kewanee’s Central school building. It is 
now in the clock tower of the Kewanee Central Junior High School building.

A two-room brick building was erected in 1867 north of the other brick 
building. School \vas"^»«dTTc£cd in the two brick buildings until the Blish School 
was constructed on the Commons in 1903.

A high school course was organized in 1903 and for a decade the high school 
and all grades were housed in the Blish School. Then in 1914 a township high 
school district was established and a new high school building was constructed 
on the town hall site north of the Blish School on McClure Street. The building 
was completed early in 1915. In the fall of 1914 the town hall, which had been 
built in 1849 as the Congregational Church, was moved about forty feet east of 
its original location and was remodeled for use as the high school gymnasium. It 
now serves as the junior high school gymnasium.

From 1914 to 1949 two school districts provided for Wethersfield’s educational 
needs—the elementary school district No. 40 and the township high school district 
No. 191. In 1949 the new community-unit district No. 230 was formed to replace 
the old dual system. The new district included most of Wethersfield Township 
plus some territory in Galva Township and in Stark County. The Knox School in 
the city and four rural schools were maintained as attendance centers for a time 
but beginning with the 1952-53 school year all students were transported to the 
city. In 1952 the new Wethersfield High School building on the Commons was 
completed and the old high school building was remodeled as a junior high 
school building.

H. J. Haberaecker has been superintendent of the Wethersfield schools since 
1952. Members of the board of education arc Russell Lindstrom, Fred Husman, 
Ross McRae, Cecil Kilby, Frank Paxton, .Milton Hamilton, and F. M. Tracy.

The first school building in the village of Kewanee was a small frame 
structure erected .on Main Street north of the railroad tracks in 1855. After a 
year or two it was moved to a lot on Third Street between Burr and Elm 
streets. Later the building was abandoned for school purposes and removed 
from the site.

In 1856 the Old Academy was erected. It served both Kewanee and Wethers 
field for fourteen years, then it became the exclusive property of the Kewanee 
district and was known as Kewanee High School.

About 1858 the building known as the East School was built on the Third

South Brick School, Wethersfield.
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Street site. It was enlarged in 1866 and came to be known as the Brown School. 
It served the district until about 1892.

In 1862 a one-room school was built on Cambridge Road in what was then 
known as Coal Valley. It was maintained for twenty years and was known by 
various names, including Coal Valley, Coalville, Northwest, and Northville. In 
1864 a one-room school was built in the northeast corner of Section 28. It was 
known as the Northeast or Maunders School. Later the boundaries of the Kewanee 
district were drawn closer to the city and Maunders became a rural district 
which it remained until it was voted into the community-unit district in 1948.

Two two-room brick buildings were erected in 1867. One was located on 
the site of the present Irving School and the other, on the site of the present 
Franklin School. The building on the Irving site was known as West Brick, West 
Side, Grove, and, in 1899, Irving School. The other brick building was known as 
North Brick, North Side, Northwest, and later, Franklin. North Brick was 
enlarged in 1888 and 1891, and West Brick, in 1889, 1895, and 1900. The present 
Franklin building was erected in 1923, and the present Irving School, in 1931.

In 1883 the block on which the present Central Junior High School and 
Senior High School are located was purchased and the old Central building 
was constructed in 1887. It was first known as the Center School. An addition 
was built in 1923. The old Central building was razed and replaced by the present 
Central Junior High School structure in 1937.

In 1895 a new school building was erected on East Tenth Street. It was 
known first as the Northeast School. In 1899 its name was changed to Bateman, and 
in 1908, to Lyle. In 1898 Washington School was built on East Second Street, and 
in 1903, McKinley School was constructed on Sixth Street between Ross and 
Grove streets. McKinley was closed in 1948 and reopened as the Administration 
Building in 1950. About the turn of the century a frame building known as 
Tibbetts School was built on Railroad Avenue in the east part of Kewanee.

The present high school building was erected in 1905.
A part of the old Kewanee fair grounds was acquired in 1933 and converted 

into an athletic field for the high school. The stadium was built in 1938.
In the beginning the Kewanee school district was district No. 2, but in 1902 

the district number was changed to No. 51. In 1948 an election was held which 
resulted in the establishing of Kewanee Community-Unit District No. 229. A 
considerable amount of rural territory was included in the new district and 
buses were purchased to transport rural students to the schools in Kewanee.

At an election held in December, 1953, the construction of two new school 
buildings was authorized. An elementary school to replace the Washington and 
Tibbetts buildings will be constructed on a tract south of the 1400 block on Lake 
Street, and a new senior high school building will be erected east of the stadium. 
Construction of the new buildings will begin this year, 1954.

K. B. Beasley has been superintendent of the Kewanee schools since 1946. 
Members of the board of education are Forrest Henry, Emerit Lindbeck, John 
Hartman, Mervin Weston, Sid Whitehousc, Walter Ripka, and Dr. G. I. Case.

Parochial schools are maintained in two Kewanee parishes—Visitation and 
St. Stanislaus.

The first Visitation School was erected in 1892 on First Street between Park 
Street and Lexington Avenue. A part of the new building was immediately leased 
to the Kewanee school district and during the time it was used for public school 
purposes it was referred to as the First Street School. In 1895 Visitation School 
opened under the guidance of the Sisters of St. Dominic of Sinsinawa, Wisconsin. 
For a time they occupied a part of the building as their convent.

Old Academy.
In 1905, the building was enlarged and the Sisters were housed in a rented 

dwelling adjacent to the school. In 1908, the Sisters moved into their present 
convent at the corner of Central Boulevard and Lexington Avenue.

In 1913 the building of the present new Visitation School was begun. The 
new building was partially completed and used as a church during the razing of 
the old Visitation Church and the building of the present church structure. The 
new school building was eventually completed and was first occupied for school 
purposes in the spring of 1922.

In September, 1923, Visitation High School opened in the old building with 
one room of the new building being used for high school work. In 1924 the old 
school building was remodeled. In 1928, the high school moved into the new 
building which it occupied until the end of the 1931-32 school year when the 
high school was discontinued. The grades then moved "back into the new building 
and the old building was leased as a Labor Temple.

In 1953, ground was broken for a new convent on Central Boulevard im 
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mediately east of Visitation Church, and the building is under construction at the 
present time.

St. Stanislaus School on East Tenth Street lias been maintained since 1907. 
Three Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph are in charge of the school. The faculty 
consists of Sister M. Fidelia, superior; Sister Mary Lazaria and Sister M. Bona- 
ventia.

For about 37 years a business college was maintained in Kewanee. Known 
as the Kewanee Business College, it was established by A. A. Mohler about 1907. 
LeRoy Swanson owned the school from 1912 to 1916, George Adams, from 
1916 to 1932, A. A. Head, from 1932 to 1938, and Harold Stott, from that time 
until it closed in 1944. When first established the school occupied rooms on the 
third floor of the Kresge building at Main and Second streets. Later the school 
moved to the third floor of The Star-Courier building, and finally, to the 
second-story quarters now occupied by the Chamber of Commerce on Tremont 
Street.

The Kewanee Public Library dates back to January, 1875, when the Ke 
wanee Library Association was formed. Among the leaders in the association 
were W. H. Russell, W. T. Cross, James K. Blish, R. P. Parrish, Adolph Maul, 
C. K. Ladd, H. T. Lay, A. F. Bigelow, and B. A. Gurney. The library was 
opened on February 1, 1875, in the northwest room of the new town hall, named 
at its dedication, “Library Hall.” John G. Blish was the first librarian.

In April, 1875, an election was held which resulted in the library being 
established as the Kewanee Public Library.

In 1880, the library moved to the second floor of the Odd Fellows building 
at Second and Tremont streets where it remained until the present building was 
constructed.

In 1905, the Phillips property at First and Tremont streets was purchased. 
Construction of the new library building was begun in 1906. The structure was 
completed and opened for use in March, 1908. Andrew Carnegie gave $25,000 
toward the purchase of the site and construction of the building.

Through the years efforts have been made to make library facilities as 
accessible as possible to the residents of the township. Since 1911 classroom 
collections have been sent to the schools of the township, and from time to time 
extension service has been maintained in various places. From March, i946, to 
June, 1953, the North Branch was maintained at Tenth and Elm streets.

Endowment funds and gifts from individuals and organizations have greatly 
increased the services which the library is able to render to its patrons.

Miss Eleanor Blanchard is librarian.

Kewanee’s two hospitals serve well this community and a large area surround 
ing Kewanee.

St. Francis Hospital had its beginning in 1902 in a little frame house on the 
northwest corner of Tremont Street and Central Boulevard, with Sister Mary 
Bernardine as superior. The first patient was admitted on Alarch 19, 1902. That 
first year the hospital cared for 325 patients. In 1953, the total was 5016. A public 
campaign made possible a new hospital on the Elliott Street site in 1904. The lot 
was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Elias Lyman, and a $50,000 hospital, containing 56 
beds, was built.

Additional property was donated by Hiram T. Lay and Mr. and Mrs. 
B. F. Baker, and in 1915 a $20,000 heating plant and laundry were added. Another 
wing was built in 1917 to house the school for nurses which began in 1906 with
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only three students. The gift of $52,000 from the estate of E. E. Baker made 
possible the annex in 1941 which boosted the bed capacity to 100. The new nurses 
home was built in 1945. There are forty student nurses at the present time.

The hospital is fully accredited by the National League of Nursing Educa 
tion, and for thirty-two years has won Class A approval from the American 
College of Surgeons.

Sister Alary Francis has served as superior of the hospital since 1951.
The Kewanee Public Hospital developed from the Kewanee Hospital 

Association which was formed about the turn of the century. A site at the 
corner of Elliott and Division streets was purchased but several years elapsed 
before funds were available to begin construction. In 1917, in a campaign headed 
by P. A. Waller, $64,000 was raised. In that year the site was enlarged by the 
purchase of adjoining properties, and in September the work of construction 
began. The building was completed in 1919 and the first patient admitted 
April 17, 1919.

The first superintendent of the hospital was Miss Minerva Wilson, R. N. She 
was succeeded in 1920 by Miss Erma Fathschild who organized a school of 
nursing which was maintained for twenty-three years. In 1925, Mr. and Mrs. 
P. A. Waller donated funds for a nurses’ home which was built the same year 
as a memorial to their daughter, Ruby Leora Waller. A laundry was built in 1941.

In 1951, $215,000 was raised and the hospital was extensively remodeled and 
enlarged. In that same year a bequest of $20,000 from Airs. Elizabeth W. Lyman 
made possible the purchase of additional modern X-ray equipment. The hospital 
is now excellently equipped and modern in every respect.

Mrs. Josephine Peterson, R. N., is superintendent of the hospital.

VII. SOCIAL CENTERS
In this Centennial year, Kewanee bows to its pioneer lodge, the Independent 

Order of Odd Fellows Lodge No. 128, which was chartered in Wethersfield in 
1853 with James W. Cousins as Noble Grand. Julius A. Pratt, first Vice Grand, 
was killed in action at Vicksburg, Mississippi, June 26, 1863. The old Kewanee 
G. A. R. post was named for him, and the Kewanee Women’s Relief Corps is still 
the Julius A. Pratt Women’s Relief Corps No. 99. The Odd Fellows first met in 
the old South Brick school in Wethersfield. The building, which was built in 1856, 
is now used by the Marston Buick company as a warehouse. The lodge moved 
to Kewanee in 1885 and became Kewanee Lodge No. 128. Today it meets in 
comfortable quarters in its own building at the northwest corner of Tremont 
and Second streets. In 1953 a week-long celebration commemorated the Odd 
Fellows’ Centennial. Clarence Anderson is present Noble Grand. Mrs. Marion 
Button is Noble Grand of the Rebeccas.

On October 2, 1854, when Kewanee had only eleven dwellings and four 
places of business, the A4asons of Wethersfield applied for a charter which was 
granted October 3, 1855. Thus, Wethersfield Lodge No. 159 came into existence. 
The lodge first met in old South Brick, sharing quarters with the school, Odd 
Fellows, and Sons of Temperance. In 1876 the lodge moved to Kewanee and 
became Kewanee Lodge No. 159, A. F. and A. M. The first home of its own was 
built when J. W. Eddy sold rights to construct a third story on top of his 
two-story brick building, known as the five-by-eight building, on North Tremont 
Street. A home worthy of the organization was dedicated on South Chestnut 
Street on July 18, 1906, with full Grand Lodge ceremonies. Russell Lindstrom is 
present Worshipful Alaster. Mrs. Cecil Milb.urn is Worthy Matron of the Order 
of Eastern Star.
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Kewanee Tribe No. 123, Improved Order of Red Men, was founded on 
December 14, 1898. At one time the Kewanee Tribe was the largest in Illinois and 
was famous for its band. The old Indian, from his cubicle on the second story of 
the Red Men’s building, still stands sentinel over Kewanee’s Main Street. Present 
Prophet is Harley Fields.

Kewanee Lodge No. 724, B. P. O. Elks, was organized July 19, 1901, in the 
Kewanee opera house with J. K. Smiley as Exalted Ruler. In the great l£ewanee 
fire of April 13, 1942, the Elks lost their home and records. The lodge moved into 
its new building on North Tremont Street June 1, 1943. Outstanding among the 
many benevolent projects sponsored by the Kewanee Elks, with the help of many 
individuals and groups, is the crippled children’s clinic. Exalted Ruler for 1954 
is Duane Swedman.

The Knights of Columbus, Santa Maria Council No. 734, a Catholic fraternity, 
was chartered in Kewanee on August 23, 1903. It was organized by its first 
chaplain, Rev. Father D. L. Crowe. The council has been especially active in 
war work, relief, education, and boys’ work. Present Grand Knight is Harold 
O’Donnell.

The Kewanee Aerie of Eagles was organized on February 12, 1905, with 
John P. Brady as President. “To do the greatest amount of good for the greatest 
number of people,” is Eagles’ aim. Civic-minded and public-spirited, the lodge 
makes available the facilities of their home as a blood donor center in Kewanee. 
Presiding today is Edward Boeji.

The Kewanee Lodge No. 1261, Loyal Order of Moose, was established in 
1913 with Edward Doggett as Governor. The fraternal purpose of the lodge is 
to maintain Children’s City at Mooseheart, Illinois, for children of deceased 
parents, and Moose Haven for aged members at Orange Park, Florida. Present 
Governor is James Rawlings. Mrs. George Monroe is Senior Regent of Women 
of the Moose.

A farm fraternity, Burns Grange No. 1839, was established on November 5, 
1925, by its first Master, Leon Chapman, in the State Road church, where it met 
for twenty-five years until it moved to a new home close by built on land donated 
by the Roscoe Roberts family. The purpose of the Grange is to promote the 
agricultural, social, and educational welfare of the farmers. In recent years, com 
munity projects sponsored by Bums Grange have gained state and national 
recognition. Present Master is Robert Shields.

The Midland Country Club, located midway between Kewanee and Galva, 
was chartered March 28, 1911, for the purpose of providing facilities for sports 
and pastimes, principally golf. David Sharkey, of Toulon, is president in 1954.

Because of a special interest in the humanities and vital issues of the day 
five women’s study clubs have been formed in Kewanee to meet this need. Each 
has a character and individuality of its own, and each is mindful of civic needs. 
Pioneer among the groups is the Ladies Reading Club, organized in 1894, with 
Mrs. Henry Terry as president. Presiding today is Mrs. IT. L. Nelson. The Tues 
day Club, second in point of time, was formed in March, 1896, with Mrs. Harry 
Lathan as president. Today’s president is Airs. Elbert Palmer. The Fortnightly 
Club was founded in December of the same year, 1896, with Mrs. R. E. Baker as 
president. Presiding today is Mrs. Anton Anderson. The Clio Club claims fifty- 
five years of existence—since 1898. Mrs. Will Sweet was the first president. Today, 
Mrs. Roy Schuneman, Sr., presides. The newest study club, the Reader’s Ren 
dezvous, was born in 1932, with Mrs. Elmer Johnson as president. Mrs. Henry 
Bennison is today’s president. On April 18, 1929, Chapter C. S. of P. E. O. Sister 
hood was established in Kewanee with Mrs. W. E. Lauterback as president. Of 
special interest is P. E. O.’s Cottey College for junior girls in Nevada, Missouri, the 
only college in the United States owned and supported by a women’s organization.
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Mrs. E. M. Palmer is P. E. O. president. For the lovers of fine arts there is the 
Kewanee Artists’ Association which was founded in 1926 in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Larson with Hugh Price as president. Edward Quirke is president 
today.

The oldest patriotic organization in Kewanee is the Julius A. Pratt Women’s 
Relief Corps No. 99, G. A. R. It was organized on February 7, 1888, with Mrs. 
Margaret Murchison as president. The eighty-eight members today are faith 
fully carrying on the work with Mrs. Clarence McFarland as president.

On June 16, 1897, the Kewanee Chapter of D. A. R. was established with 
Mrs. J. K. Blish as Regent. The chapter met in homes until 1903 when it occupied 
the old Potter house, a gift of the Masonic Lodge. The good works of the D. A. R. 
center around Americanism, support of mountain schools, conservation, Indian 
welfare, correct use of the flag, and good citizenship. Each year the D. A. R. gives 
good citizenship awards to outstanding girls in five neighboring high schools. 
Mrs. Don Gamble is present Regent.

Kewanee Women’s Club grew out of a mass meeting held in the Kewanee 
Public Library on January 4, 1912. Miss Elizabeth Chandler was elected president 
and working committees were appointed. With Kewanee’s first visiting nurse 
assured, the club’s good works were under way. Out of the organizing of a girls' 
club emerged today’s Girl Scouts. Each year the club presents trophies to the 
outstanding girls in home economics in Kewanee and Wethersfield high schools, 
and awards scholarships to art and music camps to top-ranking students in the 
same schools. The club was affiliated with the Illinois Federation of Women’s 
Clubs in 1913, and federation projects were undertaken in addition to their local 
projects. Mrs. Henry Zang is president.

American Legion Post No. 31 was chartered on July 3, 1919. E. E. Stull, now 
mayor of Kewanee, was prominent in the organization of the Kewanee post and 
might be termed “Father of the Post.” Henry McCullough and Richard Lawson 
were chairman and secretary, respectively, in the organization meeting and were 
later named past commanders of the post. John Kemp was the first elected com 
mander. Early meetings were held in the Elks Club hall, Odd Fellows building, 
council chambers of the city hall, and elsewhere. In 1921 the post purchased their 
present three-story building on North Tremont Street. The second and third 
floors are occupied as Legion offices, clubrooms, and hall, and constitute very 
comfortable and well-equipped post quarters. There are over 900 members of 
Post No. 31. Carl E. Ward is present commander.

The Black Knights, Post No. 31’s drum and bugle corps, is one of the finest 
such organizations in Illinois. Organized in 1949, while William Blewett was 
post commander, the corps quickly attained a size and proficiency which has 
enabled it to win in many competitions throughout the state. Several wins were 
registered while the corps was still in coveralls—at Chicago, Quincy, and other 
places. The corps purchased uniforms in 1952. For the past two years the corps 
has participated in competition at the National Convention of the American 
Legion at St. Louis and New York. There are sixty men in the Black Knights.

Kewanee has two posts of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Post No. 2675 was 
chartered in 1932, and Post No. 8078, in 1946. James Whisker is commander of 
No. 2675, and Robert H. Lamb is No. 8078’s commander. A. R. Hays, a charter 
member of No. 2675, was once commander of the Department of Illinois, VFW. 
Kewanee’s two VFW posts have a combined membership of more than 500.

On November 26, 1918, the Kewanee-Wethersfield chapter of the American 
Red Cross was organized. Girl Scouting came in 1925. Kewanee Boy Scouts are 
active.

For the protection of natural resources and wild life, the Kewanee chapter of
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the Izaak Walton League was established in 1953 with James Quayle as president. 
Albert Albrecht is president today.

The Kewanee Saddle Club was organized for pleasure and recreation in 1943 
with Leonard Moore as president. “Buzz” David presides today.

Optimism, as a philosophy of life, came to Kewanee officially on October 8,
1947, when the Optimist Club was organized with James Bates as president. There 
is a serious side to the club that has for its slogan, “Friend of the Boy.” Foank G. 
Lamb is Optimist president.

“A Better Business Woman for a Better Business World,” is the theme of the 
Kewanee Business and Professional Women’s Club which was chartered on 
December 12, 1932, with Clarice Patterson as president. The club has made Ke- 
wanec a better place by extending opportunities to girls in educational, in 
dustrial, scientific, and vocational work. Vera Binks, a charter member, served 
as president of the State Federation from 1941 to 1943. Presiding over the club 
in 1954 is Mildred Elliott.

The Kiwanis Club of Kewanee was chartered Decmbcr 13, 1922, with Dr. 
Gideon Hoffman as president. Kiwanis works actively with boys and girls, 
underpriviledged children, and in the fields of vocational guidance, agriculture, 
and conservation; in public and business affairs; and in the support of churches. 
The 1954 president is Victor Kost.

On January 17, 1936, the Kewanee Lions Club was organized in the Parkside 
Hotel with Edward J. Foster as president. Of the many worthwhile projects of 
the Lions, their work in sight conservation is of greatest importance. Locally 
alert, the club supplies examinations and glasses to needy children. Leonard Kull 
is president of the Lions Club.

One of the early service clubs in the Kewanee area is Rotary which was 
established on January 24, 1917, with Emeritt Baker as president. Space will not 
permit listing its many sendees. Rotary’s motto is, “Service Above Self,” and 
“He Profits Most Who Serves Best.” Today’s president is R. B. Galloway.

In 1913, when Frank Lay organized the Civic Club of Kewanee, the present 
Chamber of Commerce was under way. It was chartered on October 29, 1934 
with Frank Lay as president. Charles J. Kellem, now of Joliet, was the first 
secretary. The Chamber met in the Parkside Hotel. The main purpose of the 
Chamber is to “promote the civic, economic, and social welfare of the people of 
Kewanee and vicinity.” Many civic programs and progressive projects have been 
the work of this club. The present offices are at 21414 North Tremont Street. 
Walter Schmidt is president, Eber Jemberg, Jr., executive secretary, and Miss 
Vivian Vujakovich, office secretary.

The Kewanee Junior Chamber of Commerce was chartered on March 31,
1948, for men of the community from 21 to 35 years of age, with John Dewey 
as president. Here these young men are given training in leadership to perpetuate 
Americanism, youth welfare, citizenship responsibility, and other worthwhile 
projects. Duane Swedman is president of Kewanee’s Javcees.

The Henry County Farm Bureau, the outgrowth of a soil conservation 
movement, was organized on September 18, 1917, with John T. Montgomery as 
first farm advisor and J. W. Morgan as president. Today there are 3,304 members. 
With its manv ramifications, it fulfills the purpose in Henry County for which it 
was organized—to bring an educational program to the farmers and promote their 
welfare. Dari Fike is the present farm advisor, and Ira C. Urick is president.
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VIII. PARKS AND RECREATION
Kewaneeans, principally industrial and agricultural people, like to play, and 

well they should, for they boast playground and recreational facilities second to 
none in the country.

The city has produced a number of outstanding sports personalities and 
athletic teams down through the century.

The story of E. E. Baker, former president of the Kewanee Boiler Corpora 
tion, stands out as the great benefactor of Kewanee’s beautiful park system. It was 
the vision and generosity of this fine, public spirited citizen which developed a 
golf course, swimming pool, club houses, picnic grounds, sunken gardens, base 
ball diamonds, tennis courts, boating, skating and fishing, all enjoyed by thousands 
of Kewaneeans and others of the Tri-Counties area.

A feature of the park system is the Baker Park 18-hole golf course, which 
annually attracts thousands of golfers.

Golf has long been a popular game with Kewaneeans. The game was 
established 65 years ago when A. J. Anderson and a small group of fellow 
Kewaneeans built a course at “Red Oak Hollow,” west of the city- Later the 
game was moved to the Ladd farm, east of town. In 1910, Mr. Anderson, Frank 
M. Lay, W. H. Lyman, B. F. Baker and E. E. Baker bought the Sadler farm, 
midway between Kewanee and Galva, and organized Midland Country Club.

Modern golf courses, swimming pools and stadiums ar; a far cry from early 
sports facilities in Kewanee. In the beginning, Kewaneeans were content with 
such recreation as horseshoe pitching, buggv riding, horse racing, lantern slides, 
and Punch and Judy shows at the town hall, box socials, spelling bees, and horse 
races at the district fair.

An occasional “medicine show” at Tremont and Third streets was considered 
quite a diversion for Saturday night crowds.

Bicycle races were also quite the rage for some of Kewanee’s more hardy of 
the gay blades of the 1890’s.

The Kewanee Fair ranked with some of the best in the state and annually 
attracted thousands from the Tri-Counties area. Oldsters will never forget the 
races, and such horses as the great Personette, which held an outstanding record in 
the harness classes. The Fair was always an event looked forward to with great 
anticipation by every member of the family when the best in livestock, food 
stuffs, and fancy work was on display.

The modern theater had a rather modest beginning in Kewanee. The town 
hall, with kerosene lamps, and frequent interruptions from trains rumbling through 
the city on the adjoining tracks of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railroad, 
was the scene of lectures, debates, and spelling bees.

Next step in the advancement of the theater was the old Opera House and 
later the Grand Theater, both on North Main Street near Second Street. Both 
theaters burned. Many famous artists trod the boards at these theaters, including 
Elsie Janis, Eva Tanguay, Burns and Bowers Minstrels, and Vogel’s Minstrels. 
An annual attraction was “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” with a big street parade. 
Other popular plays were “East Lynne,” “Way Down East,” and “Quincy Adams 
Sawyer.”

The cinema started in Kewanee at the Nickelodeon theater on North Chestnut 
Street, across from “Whiskey Row.” Chris Taylor was the pioneer proprietor in 
this place of amusement, termed by modern motion picture exhibitors as a 
“shooting gallery.” It was in the days when Carl Laemmle. an early producer and 
director, was in his prime. Western pictures starring Bill Hart and Pauline White 
in “The Perils of Pauline” were among the best productions. The shows were
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continuous from early afternoon until late at night. Frequently the last show 
found a customer, who had imbibed too freely in the cup that cheers from the 
“row” across the street, snoozing merrily when the house lights came on.

The “Frankie Sinatra” of the old Nickelodeon theater was Walter Webb, a 
deep-throated singer who did as many as a dozen shows a day as the singer of 
illustrated songs.

The motion picture industry in Kewanee thrived in the early days when as 
many as four theaters were in operation at one time. They included the Majestic, 
owned and operated by W. J. West, the Garden and Willard theaters, owned and 
operated by Chris Taylor (when the Nickelodeon closed), and the Happy Hpur 
theater, operated by Mrs. Clarence Merritt. A theater of later days was the 
Rialto, owned and operated by Fred Shaver. Vaudeville and road shows were 
presented in the Opera House and Grand theater, under management of Frank 
Shults and Bert Kirley.

The first vaudeville house in Kewanee was the Bijou on North Main Street, 
where Lee’s tire shop is now located. “Manny” Newman was the proprietor. The 
pianist was Don Bestor, who later won national fame as a band director.

Kewanee has always been a good baseball town. It has been associated with 
minor league organized ball and has produced major league talent. The great 
“Cap” Anson and his Chicago team played here in the 1880’s, defeating the 
Kewanee team.

Professional baseball was the attraction for years when John P. Brady’s 
Kewanee Regulars played Sunday baseball at a park on Cambridge Road. The 
Chicago Union Giants and the “Bloomer Girls” were among the competitors.

Kewanee made league company in 1908, becoming a member of the Central 
Association, a class D league. Games were played at Terminal Park, the end of 
the street car line on Lake Street. The managers included Harry Bosse, Bill 
Conners, Jay Andrews, Stevenson and others.

Harry Bosse was manager of the club, the Kewanee Boilermakers, in 1908, 
when they finished in seventh place. Other clubs in the league and place of finish 
that year were Waterloo, first, Burlington, Quincy, Keokuk, Jacksonville, 
Oskaloosa, and Ottumwa, last. Players in the 1908 season included Johnston, rf; 
Crandall, 3b; Lewis, 2b; Burg, ss; Fisher, lb; Callahan, cf; Kurke, cf; Copeland, 
If; Lage, c; and Stevenson, Noe, Wagner, and Pressy, p.

The Boilermakers finished in fourth place in the 1909 season, with Burlington 
winning the pennant. In 1910, the Kewanee team finished in eighth place and 
Quincy won the pennant. Galesburg and Monmouth replaced Oskaloosa and 
Jacksonville in the league in 1910. With Manager Jay Andrews at the helm, the 
Boilermakers finished in sixth place in 1911. The order of finish was: Ottumwa, 
Burlington, Galesburg, Keokuk, Monmouth, Kewanee, Muscatine, Hannibal.

Kewanee’s second entry into organized baseball came in June, 1948, when 
the Philadelphia Athletics moved their farm club from Moline to Kewanee 
under the management of Joe Glenn. The A’s finished in the basement in 1948. 
The league finish, in order, was: Clinton, Hannibal, Burlington, Keokuk, Rock 
ford, Kewanee. The average attendance was 642.

In a full season’s play in 1949, the Kewanee Athletics finished third, 12 
games out of first place. The standing, in order, was: Burlington, Keokuk, Ke 
wanee, Cedar Rapids, Clinton, Rockford. The players that year included Kaiser, 
2b; Jackson, ss; Miller, lb; Addison, cf; Armbruster, rf; Zelinsky, rf; Castiglia, 3b; 
Halabuk, If; Clark and Chapman, c; and Swan, Martin, Parker, Sawyer, Wencle- 
wicz, and Tweedie, p. Hal Hoffman was the manager. Kewanee defeated Cedar 
Rapids in the final game of the play-off series.

Kewanee, in the past half century, has held a prominent spot in the boxing
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world. Billy Papke, a German lad who was born in Spring Valley and who came to 
Kewanee about 1905, put this city on the sporting map when he annexed the 
world’s middleweight boxing title. He was born September 17, 1886, and died 
December 27, 1936, when he killed himself and his wife at Newport, California, in 
a fit of jealousy.

Papke’s boxing career started in 1905, according to Nat F leisher’s All-Time 
Ring Record book. In 1905, 1906, and 1907 he had a spectacular record of wins 
over mediocre boxers, winning by a kayo over two boxers in one night in 1907. 
His title fights with Stanley Kctchell, starting in 1908, were the most sensational 
of his career. On June 4, 1908, he lost his first fight in four years, a 10-round 
decision to Ketchcll. In the same year, Papke knocked out Kctchell in 12 rounds 
at Los Angeles, and lost by a knockout to Ketchcll in 11 rounds at San Francisco, 
both title bouts. Papke’s last fight with Ketchcll was on July 5, 1909, at-Colma, 
California. He lost by a knockout in 20 rounds.

From 1910 to 1913, Papke fought in Australia, London, and Paris. He defeated 
Georges Carpcnticr in Paris on October 23, 1912, winning a decision in 17 
rounds.

Second only to Billv Papke in boxing fame in Kewanee was “Young Stuhlcy 
(Hayden Stuhlsatz), who fought in the middleweight division and had a long 
string of victories. He was a definite contender for the middleweight title for 
several years and many authoritative writers tagged him as the class of the 
division.’ Besides many bouts in the larger cities, he fought in Australia.

Another boxer who brought fame to Kewanee was Mickey Grothe, a 
national Golden Gloves champion while he was in the Navy in World War II.

A long line of Kewanee boxers in the amateur and professional classes won 
local fame. Among them were the Rozina brothers, the Allison brothers, A1 
Stuhlsatz, Paul Stuhlsatz, “Shug” Schlindwein, and a host of others.

Football has been a popular sport in Kewanee down through the century, 
starting in the early days when the game was known as “Rugby.” Kewanee 
High School has produced some outstanding teams and players, a number of them 
winning fame in college ranks. The most successful seasons were during the 
years in which Ross Anderson, now coach at Oak Park, and the current coach, 
H. F. Brockman, headed the teams.

Among former Kewanee players who won fame as football coaches were 
Dr. Clarence W. Spears, who coached at Dartmouth, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Oregon, and West Virginia, and Don Peden, who coached several years at Ohio 
University.

Kewanee, in the earlier years, had a top-notch professional football team 
known as the Kewanee Regulars.

Kewanee High School basketball teams, under the coaching of Ross Anderson 
and H. F. Brockman, made several trips to the state tournament at Champaign.

Golf, established 65 years ago in Kewanee has developed into one of the city’s 
most popular pastimes. The game picked up real momentum with the opening of 
Midland Country Club, where, in the earlier years, such players as Tom Welch. 
Ray Glidden, Joe Hoffrichter, Bob Dickson, and Forrest Dickinson were perennial 
leaders. Then came an era when the Wysowskis, Fred and “Zimbo,” Lou, Emerit, 
Bill, and Elwyn Moore, Elbert Palmer, and the Welch boys held high honors. 
Outstanding players of the last era included such players as Bob White, Frank 
Nosalik, “Snooks” Mihalik, Bob Graham, Jim Terry, and others.

Play at the Baker Park 18-hole course attracts golfers from all parts of the
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Tri-Counties, and the annual tournaments draw players from many parts of the 
Mid-West. ^

Recreation in Kewanee today, with golf, drive-in theaters, and television, 
has come a long way from the picnics, quilting and spelling bees, hunting and 
fishing, and the simpler sports of 100 years ago.

IX. MILITARY
America has fought five wars during the past century, and Kewanee’s sons 

have served with honor and distinction in all of them.
Men gain fresh courage from recalling what their ancestors won with “blood, 

toil, sweat and tears,” and are inspired to safeguard our heritage for those who 
are vet to come. In times of peace we sometimes forget the noble resolves and 
high aspirations born in the heroic days of sacrifice and danger. Knowing this to 
be true, we have here recorded something of Kewanee’s proud military achieve 
ments in times of national peril.

1 he Illinois prairies were aflame with patriotism following the early reverses 
suffered by the Union army at the beginning of the Civil War, and nowhere did 
the fires of freedom burn brighter than in Kewanee and Henry County. When 
Lincoln called for more troops, the response was, “We are coming, Father 
Abraham, 300,000 more!” Before Lee surrendered in 1865, this county had sent 
4,708 of her sons to the battlefields.

Although Kewanee men were found in every branch of the service and in 
many different units, the main military interest of the community centered in 
the 42nd, 124th, and 112th Illinois Volunteer Infantry regiments. Company “A” 
of the 42nd was composed entirely of Kewanee men. This regiment was organized 
in Chicago the day following the disastrous battle of Bull Run and took part in 
some of the fiercest fighting of the war. The regiment fought at Island No. 10, 
Farmington, Columbia, Corinth, Nashville, Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary 
Ridge, Lookout Mountain, Atlanta, Spring Hill and Franklin. Richard L. Cherry, 
father of Harry D. Cherry, of Kewanee, was captured at Chickamauga and spent 
a year in a Confederate prison.

Companies “A” and “F” of the 124th regiment were composed of Kewanee 
men. Judge John H. Howe, of Kewanee, was elected first lieutenant of “A” 
Company, and later became commander of the regiment. By the end of the war 
he was a brigadier general, Kewanee’s highest ranking officer in the war. It was 
under Colonel Howe's command that the regiment was designated the “Excelsior” 
regiment of the 3rd division at the siege of Vicksburg. This proud title was 
awarded to the regiment for its “soldierly appearance, condition of camp, dis 
cipline, and all those qualities which characterize the efficient, soldierly, and 
model regiment.”

First Lieutenant Julius A. Pratt of “A” Company was killed at Vicksburg. 
His comrades perpetuated his memory by naming the Kewanee post of the 
G.A.R. the “Julius A. Pratt Post.”

The regiment marched 4,100 miles, engaged in fourteen skirmishes, ten 
battles, and two sieges. It was mustered out August 15, 1865.

Many Kewanee men served in the 112th regiment. It was composed entirely 
of volunteers from Henry and Stark counties, and was commanded by Colonel 
Thomas J. Henderson of Toulon. The companies of the regiment were formed 
in Galva, Toulon, Bradford, Wyoming, Gcncseo, Cambridge, and Annawan. 
Mustered into service at Peoria, September 20, 1862, the regiment left immediately 
for the front. Few regiments saw more battle service than did the 112th.
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“Remember the Maine” was the cry that swept the nation following the 
sinking of the battleship “Maine” in the harbor of Havana, Cuba, February 15, 
1898, killing 266 American seamen. A declaraiton of war against Spain followed, 
arid President McKinley called for 125,000 volunteers. Kewanec’s young men 
responded to the call and became part of Company “B,” 6th Illinois Infantry regi 
ment, the only company recruited in Henry County. Mustered into service at 
Monmouth, June 18, 1898, the company joined the regiment at Camp Alger, 
Virginia, and became a part of the Second Army Corps. The regiment embarked 
for Santiago, July 5. While enroute news came that Santiago had surrendered 
and the regiment was then assigned to the Puerto Rican expedition. The Sixth 
Illinoils headed the invading forces and was the first regiment to land on Puerto 
Rican soil, playing a major role in driving the Spaniards back into the interior 
of the island. The regiment was preparing to move on San Juan when news 
came that the war had ended. The Sixth Illinois was the first regiment to sail 
for home, reaching New York, September 13, and arriving home a week later.

It is impossible to properly tell of Kewanee’s part in World Wars I and II 
in these few pages. Kewanee men served in every branch of the army and navy 
in both wars. Our story must necessarily be limited to the community’s only 
organized unit, the National Guard.

Company “K” of the Illinois National Guard left Kewanee for Springfield 
on the first Sunday in April, 1917, under the command of Captain E. E. Stull. In 
September of that year the company entrained for Camp Logan, Texas, where 
the 33rd division was in training. The unit was changed from an infantry company 
to artillery and was merged with Company “L” of Freeport to form Battery “E.” 
Captain Stull was transferred to Fort Sill and Dr. Harold D. Swain was placed in 
command of the battery.

Battery “E” arrived in England June 7, 1918, and reached France, June 12. 
Following strenuous training, the battery was sent to the front lines and fired its 
first shells at the enemy at the opening of the great St. Mihiel offensive September 
12. After the victory at St. Mihiel the battery took part in the Meuse-Argonne 
offensive.

Following the Armistice, the battery moved to Luxembourg. While there 
the regiment was reviewed by General John J. Pershing and, with other units of 
the regiment, the battery was cited for gallantry in action at St. Mihiel and in the 
Meuse-Argonne. The battery embarked from Brest, France, May 16, 1919, arrived 
in New York, May 24, and reached Chicago, June 5, where it participated in the 
review of the 33rd division. Demobilized at Camp Grant, June 7, the boys arrived 
in Kewanee, June 9, to be welcomed home with the greatest patriotic celebra 
tion in the city’s history.

An entire volume would be required to tell of the heroic sacrifices of the 
hundreds of Kewanee’s young men and women who served in World War II. 
They were scattered through every department of the nation’s services, on every 
battlefront of Europe, Asia and the South Pacific. They fought for their country 
on land and sea, under the sea, and in the air. They were stationed in the steaming 
jungles of New Hebrides and New Guinea, and on the frozen fields of Alaska 
and Iceland. Eighty-eight of them made the supreme sacrifice.

Kewanee’s National Guard unit at the outbreak of World War II was 
Company “L.” Inducted into Federal service March 5, 1941, under the command of 
Captain Aurand Linker, the company trained at Camp Forrest, Tennessee, and 
Camp Stoneman, California, and sailed for the Fiji Islands September 1, 1942, to 
become a unit in the 37th division. Six months later the company went to New 
Hebrides where it underwent five months of jungle training, following which 
it took part in the invasion of Bougainville.

The unit was awarded the Presidential Citation for gallantry in the Bougain 
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ville fighting, and several members of the company were awarded Silver Stars 
and Purple Hearts. In December, 1944, the unit left Bougainville for New Guinea, 
then went on to the Admiralty Islands, and later, to the Philippines. Prior to land 
ing in the Philippines, the company was under bombardment tor three days. The 
unit took part in the first wave or the attack, being awarded the Bronze Arrow 
head for that action. The company participated in the battles of Clark Field and 
Manila, and then moved on to Cangayan Valley where it took the largest number 
of Japanese prisoners captured up to that time by any American unit. The com 
pany reached San Francisco on Christmas day, 1945, and was deactivated the 
tollowing day.

Most of the Kewanee men who served in the “police action” in Korea were 
members of Company “K” of the Illinois National Guard, the ambulance company, 
and the medical detachment. These units were alerted for active duty September 
12, 1951, and were federalized February 15, 1952, with orders to report at Camp 
Cook, California. The units were broken up at Camp Cook when men received 
orders which sent them to Korea, Germany, Alaska, and Japan. Those who were 
sent to Korea saw action at Bunker Hill, Kelly Hill, Old Baldy, T-Bone, White 
Horse, Iron Triangle, Outpost Harry, Heart Break Ridge, and the Kumsong 
Bowl where the last great Chinese offensive was stopped.

To single out any individuals for special mention would do an injustice to 
the hundreds who, unknown to fame, offered their all to their country. However, 
it is a source of pride that Kewanee provided an outstanding general in each of the 
nation’s major wars. Mention has already been made of General John H. Howe 
of Civil War fame. Probably no Kewanee soldier saw as much action in so many 
parts of the world as did General Paul A. Wolf. A graduate of West Point, 
General Wolf fought in the Sioux Indian uprising of 1890, took part in the siege 
of Santiago in the Spanish-American War, participated in the Philippine Insur 
rection and saw service on the Texas border. As commandant of the Citizens’ 
Officer Training School at Plattsburg, he initiated the program which provided 
the army with thousands of trained officers in World War I. He commanded 
the 66th brigade of the 33rd division of the A. E. F. After the war he was com 
mandant of Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. He died during the past winter.

General Joseph A. Teece began his military career as a private in Battery “E” 
in World YVar I. He remained in the National Guard after the war and was 
called into active duty at the outbreak of World War II. He served in Africa 
and Italy, and was then sent to the Far East to train Chinese troops. He com 
manded three divisions of Chinese soldiers and had a major part in repulsing the 
Japanese advance and in opening the Burma Road. After the war he was given 
the rank of major general and placed in command of the entire Illinois National 
Guard.

Many Kewanee families sent four, six, and even seven of their children into 
military service. But to Mr. and Mrs. Leo Van Coutrcn, formerly of Kewanee, 
goes the distinction of having twelve sons and daughters in service in World War 
II. This resulted in Mrs. Van Coutren being named “Mother of the Year” in 1944 
by the Mother’s Day Commemorative League of America.

Records of Kewanee casualties in the Civil War are incomplete. It is known 
that 22 members of Company “A” were killed in action or died of wounds or 
disease. Company “A”, however, contained but a small portion of Kewanee men 
who served in that war. It is probable that at least 100 Kewanee men gave their 
lives in that conflict. Twenty Kewaneeans paid the full sacrifice in World War I, 
88 in World War II, and six in the Korean conflict.

Neither now, nor in the years stretching to earthly infinity, can there be 
solace for those who loved them except in what we, who live because of them, 
do with what they gave. “Not without their wondrous story can be told the 
nation’s glory.”
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X. COMMUNICATION
The one hundredth anniversary of the city of Kewanee is likewise the Ce- 

tennial of the printed word in Kewanee.
It was approximately a century ago that the first newspaper was printed 

here. Down through the years there was a succession of changes ia ownership 
and publications, until today there is but one newspaper, The Star-Courier.

Friday, February 13, 1853, (of all dates) is the time established in Henry L. 
Kiner’s History of Henry County, as leading up to the founding of Kewance’s 
first newspaper, The Gazette. Kiner says:

“Newspapermen are not superstitious. In proof whereof, the first newspaper 
issued in Henry County was dated February 13, 1853. This modest five-column 
folio is mentioned in an historical work called ‘The Album.’ The Album doesn’t 
mention where the Gazette was founded.

“Wherever that was it soon foundered. J. W. Eystra was the chief tragedian. 
After the first curiosity over the sheet had subsided, all interest in the Gazette 
also subsided. In fact, it was subsiding here and subsiding there; but very little 
subscribing. Eystra got out the paper just often enough to give validity to the 
few legal advertisements. Thus the Gazette staggered along, and quit before the 
first year was up. The Album says that about this time Kewanee was com 
mencing its big boom, and its want was an organ.

“The citizens of Kewanee looked over the traps and calamities assembled 
wherein the Henry County Gazette had had its birth, and concluded that an 
organ could be made thereof. They chipped in, purchased the outfit, took it to 
Kewanee, started the Henry County Dial, and installed one I. S. Hyatt as editor. 
He remained in Kewanee a few months, then came to Geneseo and started the 
Geneseo Republic and Henry County News. This restless eccentric invented 
celluloid, and became rich. The Gazette reached Kewanee August 15, 1855.”

Nelson Lay, Ralph Tenney, H. G. Little, George A. Morse, and other pioneer 
Kewanee community leaders purchased the equipment of the Gazette. The name 
was changed to the Henry County Dial. J. H. Howe edited it for one year- 
1855. Subsequently, C. Bassett bought the outfit, and then came a succession of 
ownerships at short intervals by men named Patrick, White, Bishop, Wheeler, 
Wyatt, Shurtleff, Wilson, Fuller, and again Bassett. The latter published for six 
months a paper called The Advertiser, then changed the title to The Inde 
pendent. Historian Kiner recalls:

“Bassett was the dean of Henry County printers. To him the present writer 
is indebted for what he knows about taking care of rollers. Every printer knows 
that good rollers means good printing and that good printing cannot be done 
without good rollers. The rollers in my office would get hard and lopsided so 
that the paper appeared to have been printed on a press using baseball clubs for 
rollers. One day 1 drifted into Kewanee. At Bassett’s printery I found everything 
as neat as wax. My curiosity was aroused by a huge cupboard affair. It looked 
like it might hold spiritual refreshments. I was fascinated by it. I turned a 
glowing eye upon it, and jovially observed that the right way to keep the spirits 
up, was just to pour spirits down. Then the genial Bassett exhibited the interior. 
Rollers stood on end, in appropriate stanchions, thus keeping fresh rollers from 
getting loppy. A wet sponge kept the atmosphere moist. I admit that the reputation 
for good printing enjoyed for many years by The News, was due to my dear 
friend, Bassett. Mr. Bassett was succeeded by his sons.”

The Kewanee Courier, a forerunner of The Star-Courier, was established 
by Dr. C. N. Whitney, a temperance lecturer on March 22, 1876. Three years later 
Whitney leased the paper to his son-in-law, Theron H. Chesley. The Chesley
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brothers, Theron and Albert, bought the paper from Whitney in 1882: During 
the next eight or ten years the paper was owned by L. W. Chandler, C. E. Mac- 
Cannon, Rev. J. H. Delano, and Charles T. Henderson.

In the early 1890's a second paper, The Star, was established in Kewanee by 
Will Curtis and F. W. Stilwell. In 1898 the two papers were merged. T. H. Ches 
ley was editor for a time, being succeeded by Leo H. Lowe.

When the Star and Courier were merged the paper was located in a building 
at the southwest corner of Third and Main streets. It was later moved to a brick 
building constructed by T. H. Chesley two doors west on Third Street. The 
early papers were printed on a hand press, setting the forms on a flat bed and 
inking them by hand. When The Star-Courier moved to its new location, the 
press was operated by a steam engine, but the feeding continued by hand.

In 1912, Mr. Lowe assumed the management of The Star-Courier, and in 1915 
he was made president of the Kewanee Printing and Publishing Company. Besides 
publication of the paper, the company conducted an extensive job printing plant 
under the direction of Clem Curtis. Merton Chesley, son of Theron Chesley, was 
circulation manager of the paper during this period.

In 1906, The Star-Courier was purchased by Xenophon Caverno, who came 
to Kewanee from Wisconsin. Two years later he built the fine three-story news 
paper plant at the corner of Tremont and First streets, the present location. In 
the early years the newspaper occupied the first and second floors, and the third 
floor was used for a public hall where many community functions were held. 
Mr. Caverno later became interested in farming operations in Missouri, and the 
newspaper was sold to Leo Lowe who became the editor and publisher.

On June 4, 1926, Mr. Lowe retired from the newspaper business, selling his 
interests to E. P. Adler, of Davenport. Iowa, head of the Lee group of newspapers. 
Other papers in the Lee group are located in Davenport, Ottumwa, Mason City, 
and Muscatine. Iowa; Madison and LaCrosse, Wisconsin; Hannibal, Missouri; 
and Lincoln, Nebraska. The “Lee Group” is a name only as each paper in the 
group is operated independently.

Lee P. Loomis, publisher of the Mason City. Iowa. Globe-Gazette, is president 
of the Lee group of newspapers, and Philip D. Adler, publisher of The Star- 
Courier and the Davenport Times, is vice-president.

Graduating from Iowa University in the spring of 1926, Philip Adler assumed 
the double role of publisher and editor of The Star-Courier. The paper had a 
circulation of about 3000 paid subscribers, and news coverage and circulation were 
almost entirely local. Western Newspaper Union “boiler plate” was used ex 
tensively.

It was not long until the newspaper’s boundaries were extended to include 
all parts of Henry, Bureau, and Stark counties. Today the circulation has been 
more than doubled and the paper has the news-supplying responsibilities for three 
of the richest counties in north-central Illinois. The Star-Courier has been an 
important factor in every worthwhile development in the city of Kewanee for 
more than a quarter of a century.

Many stories which have made history in the Kewanee area in the last 25 
years have been chronicled in The Star-Courier. A memorable first story which 
rocked the city during the first year under the management of the Lee interests 
was the “John Cooper” story.

In the summer of 1926, John Cooper, a boilermaker, startled the city with 
the announcement that he had just become sole heir to a $200,000 estate left to 
him by his grandmother, Mary Bradford. He began making extravagant claims 
of great things he intended to do for the city of Kewanee, such as the building 
of a new church and other institutions. His claims and the amount of his
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benefactions grew daily. Suspicious of the authenticity of his story, The Star- 
Courier started asking questions and making an extensive survey throughout the 
country for “Mary Bradford.” The city was divided in sentiment and the news 
paper’s circulation increased in leaps and bounds as the readers daily awaited 
new developments in the Cooper story. After several months, it developed that 
Cooper’s claim was a pure hoax and Cooper left the city, with a number of 
his creditors “holding the bag.”

Other outstanding stories carried by The Star-Courier in the past quarter of a 
century included the kidnaping of Earl Yocum, a Galva banker; the story 
of Laura Weaver, the Stark County trunk murderess; the national corn husking 
contest held on a farm midway between Kewanee and Galva; the two million 
dollar fire which swept the business district on April 13, 1942; the crash of a 
passenger plane at the airport south of Kewanee; and several “red-hot” election 
campaigns. Extensive news coverage was afforded during World War II and 
the Korean War, including the listing of Kewanee men and women in the 
service and the listing of casualties. Every worthwhile civic project has received 
news coverage and editorial endorsement bv The Star-Courier under the present 
management.

The current officers of The Star-Courier are: Philip I). Adler, president; 
Lee P. Loomis, vice-president; Harold L. Nelson, assistant to the president; 
Emil F. Anson, business manager and secretary; Chris R. Ketridge, editor and 
treasurer; Joseph T. Miller, advertising director.

Radio is nearly two years old in Kewanee. Application to build a radio 
station in Kewanee was first made in 1949 but it was not until 1951 that the 
application was granted. The call letters WKEI were granted on September 29, 
1951. The station was constructed in 1952, the transmitter being located on Beach 
Street and the broadcasting studios in the Baker Building on Second Street. The 
first program was put on the air August 8, 1952, and regular broadcasting 
began September 11, 1952. Station WKEI is a 100-watt station, operating on 
1450 kilocycles on an unlimited time authorization. E. I). Scandrett is president of 
WKEI Broadcasting Company, owners of the station. On April 25, 1954, Station 
WKEI moved its broadcasting activities to its new studio at 20214 North Tremont 
Street.

This is also the Centennial year for the Kewanee postoffice. The first post- 
office was established in 1854 when Berrien became Kewanee. Col. Sylvester 
Blish was the first postmaster. Upon his death, he was succeeded by Ralph A. 
Tenney. Free mail service was inaugurated here in 1899. For years the postoffice 
was located in the City Hall building. The present postoffice building was 
constructed in 1910. Four robbery attempts have been made at the Kewanee 
postoffice, the first in 1917. Gross receipts of the Kewanee postoffice last year 
totaled 51,800,328. Milo L. Craig is the current postmaster.

Kewanee has had constant telegraph service since its beginning. The old 
hand-operated “bugs" in the railroad station have given way to modern teletype 
machines. At one time there were two companies here, Western Union and 
Postal. They were later merged into the Western Union.

From the old hand-operated, flat-bed presses to modern presses, radio, and 
television, Kewanee has come a long way in a century.

XI. GROWTH AND GOVERNMENT
But for the objection of a single man, Col. Berrien, the citizens of this city 

would be celebrating the Centennial of Berrien, Illinois. The original proprietors 
called the new town “Berrien,” after the chief engineer of the Central Military 
Tract Railroad which was responsible for the founding and early growth of the
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town. The track was built through Henry County in 1854 and the town was laid 
out along the railroad on May 1, 1854. Although Col. Berrien objected to having 
the town named for him, he did suggest the name “Kewanee,” which was 
officially adopted and later legalized by a special act of the State Legislature, 
February 14, 1855.

Kewanee grew rapidly. Main Street was intended as the principal thorough 
fare, but the hotel and depot drew most of the trade to Tremont Street. In 
November, 1854, there were eleven dwellings, one hotel, one warehouse, lit least 
one store, one lumber yard, and the railroad station. Exactly one year later, 
according to one historian, there were ninety dwellings, two hotels, five dry 
goods stores, two clothing stores, two shoe stores, three millinery shops, three 
harness shops, eight office buildings, two bookstores, two wagon stores, seven 
groceries, two drug stores, nine carpenter shops, one printing office, one silver 
smith, one barber shop, three paint stores, two meat markets, two bakeries, two 
mills, one bank, one warehouse, one lumber yard, and the railroad station.

Many of the business houses moved northward from the original settlement 
of Wethersfield. It had been settled in 1836-37 but was by-passed by the railroad 
which was built a mile to the north in 1854. Wethersfield remained as a 
residential area with but few business houses and eventually Kewance’s ex 
pansion to the south bridged the gap which had separated the two towns. In 1921, 
Wethersfield was officially annexed to Kewanee. There was a recognition of the 
Wethersfivlld Centennial in 1936 under the auspices of Kewanee American 
Legion Post No. 31. A plaque was added to a large stone on the Wethersfield 
school grounds at that time to commemorate the event.

As originally platted, Kewanee lay between Main and Ross streets, and be 
tween Sixth Street and a line running cast and west about 150 feet south of South 
Street, now Central Boulevard. Almost immediately several additions were made 
to the original plat and after a few years Kewanee’s boundaries were described 
as follows:

“Beginning at the southeast corner of section 33, in township No. 15 north, 
and range No. 5 east of the fourth principal meridian, in the County of Henry,

Tremont Street, north from Second, “Way Back When.' 
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and State of Illinois, and running from thence due north one and one-fourth 
miles; thence west one and one-fourth miles; thence south one and one-fourth 
miles, to the south line of the said township; thence east one and one-fourth 
miles, to the place of beginning.”

Kewanee became incorporated as a village by the session of the State 
Legislature of 1866-67.

Within eighteen months after the laying out of the settlement, the popula 
tion, including Wethersfield, was 1,500, and by 1857, there were 2,000 inhabitants. 
By 1885, the population had reached nearly 4,000 inhabitants. In the decade of 
1890 the population was approximately 4,500, and bv 1900, the count was 8,382. 
By 1910, the figure was 9,307. There were 5,000 people living outside the city 
boundaries at that time but they were annexed in action taken during 1911. In 
1913, the city, including suburbs, had a population estimated at 20,000.

As the village grew, there was need for a new building to house the various 
governmental agencies, so in 1874 bonds to the extent of $9,000 were issued to 
finance the construction of a building to include an engine house, town hall, 
offices, public reading room and library. When completed the structure was 
known as Library Hall. The present police station was built onto the building 
in 1904.

In 1897, Kewanee was incorporated as a city, and about that time many 
improvements were undertaken which were indicative of the transformation 
from village to city. In 1898, a Chamber of Commerce bulletin read in part 
as follows:

“Much has been done during the past decade towards improving our city 
but the improvements which were commenced last fall (1897) and which will 
be continued next spring, will add more to the reputation of the place for the 
solidity and go-ahead-itive-ness than anything which has here-to-fore been 
accomplished. For several months past John C. Quade, city engineer, has been 
busily engaged in running levels and establishing grades for the laying of 
sidewalks, the building of sewers, and the paving of streets ... By next fall 
Kewanee will be the possessor of twelve or fifteen miles of new sidewalk . . . Next 
season Tremont Street will be paved from the railroad to the south limits of the 
city, nearly a mile . . . The public improvements laid out for next season will 
aggregate nearly $100,000, and when work is completed, Kewanee will be, in 
many respects, the best improved city of its size in the United States. Our system 
of water works, which was inaugurated a number of years ago, has been 
improved from time to time, until now it is one of the best and most complete 
systems in the country. The supply is obtained from three large artesian wells, 
which have an average depth of 1,400 feet . . . We have a good system of electric 
lighting, and a complete plant for the manufacture of gas, both being largely 
used by our citizens.”

As the population grew it became necessary to make additional provisions 
for the burial of the dead. Kewanee’s two early cemeteries, St. Mary’s, east of 
the new National Guard Armory (erected in 1952), and the old cemetery south 
of the armory, were outside the town at the time of their establishment. As the 
town grew, the cemeteries became hemmed in by residences and the city found 
it necessary to develop a new and much larger cemetery three blocks farther 
east at the present east edge of the city. The new cemetery is known as Pleasant 
View. In addition, a still newer cemetery has been established about four miles 
south of the city. The old Wethersfield cemetery in the southwest part of the 
city has been increased in size on at least two occasions—in 1864 and 1914.

Early in the twentieth century Kewanee experienced a change in its form 
of government. Under the old mayor-council plan the city was divided into five 
districts from which aldermen were elected. On January 24, 1911, the commission
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form of government was adopted, and that plan has prevailed to the present time.
Growth of population, change in form of government, addition of buildings, 

and new and improved services were all indicative that the city was expanding. 
By 1911, the area of the city had also increased. Its boundaries were described 
then as follows:

“Start at the southwest corner presently on Division Street to Junior*Avenue 
to C. B. and Q. railroad, thence southwest along the railroad to High Street, 
thence north to a point where it intersects a line running through the center 
of sections 27-28-29, township 15, range 5, east of the fourth principal meridian, 
thence east through the center of said sections to a point where it intersects the 
northern continuation of Harbor Street, thence south along Harbor Street and 
Fisher Avenue to a point directly east of the southeast corner of Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery, thence west along the south boundary of Mt. Olivet and Pleasant 
View cemeteries to the southwest corner of Pleasant View Cemetery, thence 
south to Prospect Street, thence west to East Street, the eastern boundary of the 
present corporate limits.”

Further growth, consolidation, and improvement occurred over the next 
decades, during which time (1921) Wethersfield became a part of the city of 
Kewanee. In 1935, the Chamber of Commerce released the following informa 
tion:

“Kewanee has an altitude of 854 feet above sea level. It is a city of 5.5 square 
miles. The mean annual temperature is 48.5 degrees and the mean annual rain 
fall is 32.5 inches. It is the center of an approximate 25-mile retail trade area 
consisting of 100,000 population. It has 69 miles of streets (25 miles paved); 73 
gas mains; 19 sewers; and 43 water mains. The daily average of water pumped 
is 600,000 gallons. The water plant is valued at $453,000. The fire department has 
15 men and three pieces of motor equipment and one station house. The police 
department has 13 men and two pieces of motor equipment and one station.”

The city was a thriving center in northwestern Illinois when disaster 
occurred on April 13, 1942. The Kewanee Star-Courier reported an estimated 
$1,500,000 in damage as the result of a large fire in the downtown area. This 
completely changed the business district. Over twenty buildings and more than 
fifty offices and stores were burned out. The loss of equipment was extremely 
high. Lawyers, as an example, lost files of their cases and law libraries which 
had taken a lifetime to collect. Fire departments from many other communities, 
including Peoria, rushed to give assistance at a time when it appeared that the 
entire business district was doomed. With the aid of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation, Kewanee immediately began to rebuild, and today, twelve years 
after disaster struck, there is no indication of the terrible destruction which was 
wrought upon Kewanee’s business district. The city has made a splendid re 
covery.

Recent years have seen a continuation in the improvement of the services 
which the city renders. In addition, there have been improvements in streets, a 
new downtown lighting system, a modernization of the telephone system, new 
churches, schools, theatres, and an unprecedented rise in new home construction. 
These are only a few of the indications of Kewanee’s continued growth.

Many citizens have given their time and energies to improve the city 
through civic interest and office holding, but our limited space permits us to 
name only a few. Following is a list of the men who have served the city as 
mayor since 1900:

Frank F. Whiffcn, 1900-1903; E. C. O’Connor, 1903-1905; Samuel Bradbury, 
1905-1909; Alexander McLean, 1909-1911; B. F. Baker, 1911-1919; James H. 
Andrews, 1919-1935; Mark A. Saunders, 1935-1943; Daniel W. Bates, 1943-1947; 
Fred J. Brown, 1947-1951; Ernest E. Stull, 1951-1955.
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The present officers of the City of Kewanee are as follows: Ernest E. Stull, 
Mayor; John H. Strom, Commissioner of Account and Finances; Harold Hill, 
Commissioner of Helath and Public Safety; Eugene V. Bates, Commissioner of 
Streets and Public Improvements; W. Kenneth Davidson, Commissioner of Public 
Property; Harry O. Orr, City Clerk; Nick Fischer, City Engineer; Dr. C. P. 
White, President, Board of Health; Henry Kempf, Cemetery Sexton; Theodore 
Griggs, Sanitary Inspector; Clyde E. Rorah, Chief of Police; Albert Lyons, Chief 
of Fire Department; Glenn Bullock, Superintendent of Waterworks; Charles 
Blachinsky, City Attorney.

XII. "WHERE FARM AND FACTORY MEET"
“Kewanee, where Farm and Factory Meet,” the slogan of the Centennial, 

was a truism early in the community’s history. For it was Carrie Houle, grand 
daughter of Samuel Carson, first settler, in 1836, of Burns Township, a fertile 
farming section lying to the west of Kewanee, who married Mike Moore, of 
Kewanee Boiler Shop days. Descendents of Mrs. Moore, who now live in 
Kewanee, are daughters, Katherine and Jane Moore, and nieces, Nellie Houle 
and Mrs. Paul V. McMorris.

Farming began in Kewanee, Wethersfield, and Burns townships in the 
same year-1837. The first farming in Kewanee Township was done by John 
Kilvington on an eighty acre tract which included what is now Pleasant View 
Cemetery. William T. Little plowed the first furrow in the virgin soil of 
Wethersfield where the Blish Subdivisions are now located. In Burns, the first 
furrow was turned by John Carson, brother of Samuel, on what is now pan 
of the Pat Neville estate and the home of Mr. and Mrs. Anton Anderson.

At this Centennial time we pay tribute to those first settlers, who with their 
bare hands, performed the God-given skills necessary to open up a new 
country. They had no precedent. There was no place where they could take 
a course on, “How to become a Pioneer.” And when grave problems arose, they 
could not shift the responsibility by appointing an investigation committee, 
financing it, and sending it around the world to see how others thought on like 
problems. Decisions were made within their own framework. This was American 
thinking. Out of it grew some of the finest minds and some of the greatest docu 
ments the world has ever known.

However, history is not made by pioneers alone. They start the ball 
rolling, but it is those who come after that keep up the momentum. We salute 
the farmers who were here first with a going concern when Kewanee was born— 
in 1854. But, we bow also, to the factories, businesses, professions, and those who 
labor, without which the city could never have attained its present status.

Today, industrial Kewanee, from a bird’s-eye view, looks like an island 
surrounded by a sea of corn. Here, farm and factory have not only combined 
to form a community, but out of their very proximity has come big industries, 
bringing prosperity to both farm and factory.

Before the days of the mechanical corn picker, the corn husking tool was 
a crude, home-made wooden peg. Then came along FI. H. Perkins with a metal 
husking-pin which eventually was made by the Boss Manufacturing Company. 
It caught on around Kewanee, fanned out all over the vast corn belt, and a grow 
ing homemade industry was under way.

To alleviate some of the beating which corn-huskers’ hands had to take 
from abrasive husks wet with snow and frost, their women-folks made crude 
flannel mittens. Again Kewanee men of ingenuity and vision came along with
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the husking-glove, also made by Boss. When improved with an extra thumb, the 
husker could use a pair of gloves two days instead of one. Farmers, who bought 
flour by the barrel and sugar by the hundred pounds, now added gloves by the 
bundles. Boss glove sold around the world. The business outgrew the expanded 
plant, and Boss pioneered again by building branch factories over the country.

When the Boss “Shoveling-Board” for corn wagons was put on the market, 
farming was really looking up. This was an end-gate which opened down to 
form a platform on which a man could stand as he shoveled corn to his hogs, 
cattle, or into the crib.

Other factories were on the make, too. The Walworth Manufacturing Com 
pany has come a long way since its predecessor, Anderson and Slocum, turned out 
a steamer for cooking farm feed ror hogs in 1869. When the Walworth pre 
decessor introduced tne world to “square pipe,” it took the farmer off his leet. 
It made the riding corn-cultivator posiblc. It was widely used in the manufacture 
of farm machinery until replaced by angle-iron.

Peter’s Pump, found on farms everywhere today, was a hand-pump which 
was manufactured in Kewanee as early as 1888 by Peter Wistrand. The pump 
made the long-used windlass obsolete.

The foundation for this hog-center of the world was laid early. It was at 
sundown on a winter evening, aoout Christmas time in 1848, when James Allan, 
a storekeeper in Geneseo, who accepted hogs in trade and bought others for 
sale, was on his way from Geneseo to the river market at Lacon with 400 hogs on 
the hoof. It was bitter cold, below zero, with two feet of crusted snow on the 
level. Between Spring Creek, where he spent the first night, and Jake’s Tavern at 
Cosner’s Corners, wnere he corralled the hogs the second night, there was no 
track in the snow nor a single house along the way in the whole nine miles. A 
cumbersome, horse-drawn snow plow preceded the hogs, clearing a channel 
through which the hogs could walk. The next day the hogs and drovers passed 
through what was to later become Kewanee, and spent the third night at the 
Col. Blish House in Wethersfield. It took one week to reach Lacon where the 
hogs, slaughtered, sold for $1.75 per hundred-weight. When Allan counted his 
spare change he found that he had lost less than one dollar on the deal. He 
consoled himself with the knowledge that the accounts at his store were all paid.

Before the coming of the truck and good roads, the Kewanee stock yards 
and elevators on the C. B. and Q. Railroad were the shipping center of this 
region for livestock and grain. There arc those still among us who remember 
how sleeping citizens were aroused from their beds at the break of dawn by the 
shouts of farmers, beat of horses’ hoofs, and the bawling of fat cattle—sometimes 
several hundred—stockyards bound on the hoof, getting in before city business 
began its activity of the day. Cattle came in from all directions, sometimes right 
down busy Tremont Street. But, let a drove of cattle arrive near the stockyard 
gates just as a fast train went screaming through town, and Kewanee had on 
its hands a stampede that would make today’s Hollywood version look artificial. 
At such a time a regiment could not have held the cattle. Gone berserk, they 
would take off in every direction. Folding cellar doors crashed under their 
weight. Board sidewalks were splintered, and from gardens, cabbage heads flew 
higher than the housetops. City dogs had a field day. Humans ran for shelter, 
viewing the show from within. There were riders among the farm boys who 
were as expert at handling the cattle as any Western cowboy.

Then, there was the time when someone, going through in the night, left 
a stockyards gate open along the track. A hundred cattle went rushing down 
the railroad tracks, Neponset bound, in the face of an on-coming train. Pity those 
people who never knew the thrill of three-dimension movies, or a manufactured 
television Western!
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In the early 1900’s the market wanted matured beef animals, grown and 

fed on bluegrass and corn until they were three or four years old. This was 
prime beef—marbled, streaked with fat and lean—food of substance, with big 
steaks and huge roasts. Steers went from the Kewanee area into the Chicago 
Stockyards so big and fat they were shapeless. They often weighed a ton each, 
and car loads frequently averaged 1700 pounds per animal. In the days before 
mechanical refrigeration many car loads of these prime animals were shipped to 
Liverpool on the hoof. Thus, Kewanee area’s hay and corn, in the form of
meat, pleased the palate of the beef-loving British. While industries were putting
Kewanee on the map throughout the world with their factory products, the 
farmers were doing it with food.

Great wagons, loaded with grain from the fertile acres, pulled by patient, 
powerful draft horses, pride of so many farmers, lined the highways leading to 
the Kewanee elevators.

Today’s farmers meet today’s market needs with baby-beef, long yearlings, 
forced on commercial concentrates and grain. They are grown in a hurry. 
Botli animals and grain are truck transported from the farms today. And the
horse, except for a few riding animals maintained for purposes of pleasure, has
almost disappeared from the Kewanee agricultural area.

Approximately, eight per cent of the population of Illinois consists of 
farmers. Five per cent of the people in the United States feed the other ninety-five 
per cent. According to the latest census figures, released in 1950, Henry County 
ranks first in the U. S. and first in Illinois in hog production. Truly, Kewanee 
is the "Hog Capital.” In the combined value of all livestock on the farms, and 
in the number of cattle and calves on farms, Henry County ranks first among 
the counties of Illinois. It places third in corn harvested for grain, with the 
1952 corn crop valued at $12,901,200. It is claimed that the average investment 
in machinery and equipment to operate a 160-acre farm is $11,000. Where there 
is a dairy herd, or where cattle and hogs are produced, the investment is much 
more.

Farm and factory meet in Kewanee naturally. Kewanee is not only the

First Plow Used in Henry County.
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buying center for this fertile, agricultural ^section, it is the social, religious, 
recreational, and educational center as well. Both Kewanee and Wethersfield 
high schools offer splendid courses in agriculture and other vocational subjects 
which are open to both farm and city boys and girls. Truly, farm and factory, 
represented by the youth of the community, commingle daily in the city’s high 
schools.

Kewanee is proud of its surrounding fertile fields and the farm families who 
husband them. And the farmers can say, with as much pride of their home 
town as Saint Paul of Tarsus said of his, “Kewanee is no mean city.” ,

XIII. HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
1671 Nicholas Perrot, a Frenchman, was the first European to set foot upon the 

soil of Illinois.
1818 Illinois was admitted to the Union.
1825 Henry County was created by an act of the Legislature, and named for 

Patrick Henry.
1832 The Black Hawk War brought an end to the Indian menace in north 

western Illinois.
1835 Henry County’s first settler, Dr. Thomas Baker, arrived in the county.
1836 John Kilvington built the first cabin in Barren Grove.
1836 The first Wethersfield colonists arrived at Barren Grove.
1836 John F. Willard built the first cabin in Wethersfield.
1837 Wethersfield was laid out.
1837 Henry County was organized as a county.
1837 Abner B. Little and son, William T. Little, built their log cabin which still 

stands as the oldest building in the community.
1837 First marriage in Wethersfield, and in Henry Countv following its organi 

zation, was that of Dr. Lewis Hurd and Caroline W. Little. Rev. Ithamar 
Pillsbury performed the ceremony.

1838 The “Old Colony Church,” Wethersfield’s first church and school, a log 
structure, was built at the corner of Church and Tenney streets. Rev. 
Ithamar Pillsbury was the first preacher.

1839 The first school in Wethersfield was taught by Parmelia Stewart in the 
Old Colony Church.

1849 Wethersfield built its historic Congregational Church. The building later 
became the town hall and today serves as the gymnasium of the Wethers 
field Junior High School.

1850 Kewanee’s first house, the Potter farmhouse, was built. It is now the 
D. A. R. chapter house.

1851 The Baptist Church, Kewanee’s oldest existing church society, was 
organized in Wethersfield.

1853 Kewanee’s oldest lodge, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 
No. 128, was chartered in Wethersfield.

1854 Kewanee was laid out. It was first named “Berrien.”
1854 Capt. Sullivan Howard, one of the proprietors of Kewanee, was known 

as “Father of Kewanee.”
1854 The Kewanee House, the town’s first hotel, was built. Abraham Lincoln 

was entertained there in 1858.
1854 The Central Military Tract Railroad was built through Kewanee.
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1855 Kewanee’s first school house was built north of the tracks on Main Street.
1856 The Central Military Tract Railroad became a part of the C. B. & Q. 

system.
1856 Wethersfield and Kewanee joined hands in building the community's 

first high school, the “Old Academy.”
1858 Abraham Lincoln visited Kewanee.
1860 The first church bell in Kewanee was rung from the belfry of St. John’s 

Episcopal Church, Kewanee’s oldest church building in which sendees are 
still held. The building was erected in 1857.

1865 Kewanee’s first Catholic Church—St. Mary’s—was built at the comer of 
Fifth and Chestnut streets. The building still stands.

1865 Brigadier-General John H. Howe was Kewanee’s highest ranking officer 
in the Civil War.

1867 Kewanee was incorporated as a village.
1875 The Kewanee Library opened in Library Hall, now the City Hall.
1882 First National Bank of Kewanee was robbed by two armed bandits.
1887 The Y. M. C. A. was organized in Kewanee.
1887 The old Central School, first known as the Center School, was built.
1892 The first Visitation School was erected on First Street.
1892 The Kewanee Boiler Company was incorporated.
1893 The Boss Manufacturing Company was incorporated.
1897 Kewanee was incorporated as a city.
1898 The Kewanee Courier and The Star merged to form The Kewanee Star- 

Courier.
1899 The contract was let for paving the business district on July 20.
1902 St. Francis Hospital was established in a small frame house at the corner 

of Tremont Street and Central Boulevard.
1903 Wethersfield’s Blish School was built on the Commons.
1903 Street cars began running in Kewanee.
1905 The present Kewanee High School building was built.
1906 St. Francis Hospital School of Nursing was established.
1908 Kewanee Public Library building was completed.
1908 Kewanee became a member of the Central Association, a Class D baseball 

league. The local team, the Kewanee Boilermakers, finished the season 
in seventh place. The Boilermakers’ bailiwick was Terminal Park, at the 
end of the car lines on Lake Street.

1908 Billy Papke, a Kewanee boxer, won the world’s middleweight boxing title.
1908 The Star-Courier building was erected.
1911 Kewanee adopted the commission form of government.
1911 The Midland Country Club was chartered on March 28.
1912 A partnership was formed which eventually developed into the Kewanee 

Machinery and Conveyor Company.
1915 Wethersfield Township High School building, now the Junior High, was 

completed.
1919 Kewanee Public Hospital was erected.
1919 The Kewanee Manufacturing Company was founded.
1921 Wethersfield was annexed to Kewanee.
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1930 The Kewanee Airport was dedicated.
1937 Kewanee's Central Junior High School building was completed, replacing 

the old Central School.
1938 The football stadium was built on the old fair grounds.
1942 A disastrous fire swept the business district on April 13.
1952 The new National Guard armory was completed. f
1952 Radio Station WKEI went on the air with its first regularly scheduled 

broadcast on September 11.
1952 Wethersfield’s new high school building was completed.
1954 Kewanee observes its Centennial.


