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The Kewanee Historical Society
Visit the Society’s Museum This Weekend for a Taste of the Spice of Kewanee
This week I want to take a moment to talk about
the Kewanee Historical Society and the Robert and
Marcella Richards Museum. Kewanee is fortunate to

have both, not just for remembering the past but for
the future of Kewanee, too.
Through 25 years of practicing law, I developed a
modicum of research
and writing skills.
When I retired three
years ago, I found a
way to continue to use
those skills via genealogy. My sister was
bit by the family
research bug twenty
years ago and, while I
had an interest then, I
didn’t have the time.
Now I do, and I love
it.

The Robert and Marcella Richards Museum

The first few
years were devoted
to trying to take my
family lines as far
back in time as I
could. But at some
point, I hit a wall

with most of the lines. I then turned to broadening
my understanding of the times in which the various
lines of my family lived. That took me back to
Kewanee.

Ann Bailleu on the migration of French Huguenots
to Kewanee via a nearly 200 year stay in Germany.)
I now travel to Kewanee a couple of times a year and
spend at least a day in the Museum each trip.

I was born in Kewanee in 1949 but my family
moved to the Chicago suburbs in 1960. I confess that
I seldom returned to my hometown prior to
retirement. But then I discovered the Kewanee
Historical Society.

KHS and the Museum are certainly important in
preserving the history of our hometown. Not many
towns are as lucky to have such dedicated volunteers
and a dedicated space.

My first contact with KHS was with Larry Lock,
then its president. I e-mailed him at KHS to ask the
first of many questions about the history of Kewanee,
and Larry promptly answered. I soon peppered him
and other of the volunteers for more information, and
then planned my first research trip to Kewanee.
Larry kindly opened the Museum early the first
day I arrived so I had the pleasure of spending a full
day exploring the treasure trove of books, photos,
and artifacts on display at the Museum. I also got to
know Larry and, later, Pat Lock, Mike DeWalt, and
some of the other volunteers, (I even had the pleasure
recently of co-presenting with board member Lee-

But KHS and the Museum are also important to
the future of Kewanee.
Patrick Urich, the City Manager of Peoria, finds
that “[m]useums provide cultural vitality to a
community . . . . [They] help to provide an experience
for people so that when they come to visit our
community, or are moving into this region, they feel
like there is a sense of vitality and sense of place and
sense of vibrancy. . . . Museums add that spice that is
part of what makes a city unique.”
Spice is an important component for smart
growth.
Moreover, studies show that most young people

Just a few of the Museum’s displays

want to feel they are part of something bigger than
themselves.
Both of those elements, along with others, can
attract the attention of businesses looking to relocate
or simply folks who are looking to start their first
business. I know from my historical research that
Kewanee once was a magnet for entrepreneurs. I, for
one, believe it can be again, but only if there is a
genuine commitment to supporting all aspects that
can make a community vital. It includes the spice -

we need bread, but we need roses, too.
Stop by the Museum over Labor Day/Hog Days
to show your support for a vital Kewanee institution.
You may be surprised at how enjoyable an experience
it will be. And if, like me, you’re too far away, email them a high-five for their successful efforts.
They’ll appreciate it. And you’ll feel good, too.

The Kewanee Historical Society’s Robert and Marcella Richards Museum is located at 211 North
Chestnut Street Kewanee, Illinois 61443. You can call the Museum at 309-854-9701 or send an e-mail
to kewaneehistory@kewanee.com. The Museum will be open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., this Saturday,
Sunday, and Monday.
The officers and board members are:
Mike DeWalt, President
Steve Moon, Vice President
Marci Carlson, Secretary
Sue Busenbark, Treasurer
Larry Lock, Curator
Pat Lock, Curator
LeeAnn Bailleu

Jeff Arch
Arvin Battersby
Ros Battersby
William McKee
Marty Ryan
Shirley Sumbles

The Kewanee Historical Society is a non-profit organization.
Donations are accepted. You can become a lifetime member for only $25.
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