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Annual Fundraiser 2019

There’ve been a number of changes 
over the past year, but one thing 
that hasn’t changed is the generous 
support of Historical Society 
members.  Thank you very much.

This year as in past years we are 
asking you, as one of about 360 
members, to make a donation to help 
with the expenses of maintaining the 
museum and the link to Kewanee’s 
past.

Last year’s fundraiser was a great 
success thanks to the generosity of 
many of you.   For the calendar year 
2018 we received about $15,000 in 
contributions from over 75 members.  
That’s a great help in meeting our 
annual expenses of $12,000-$14,000 
plus the cost of improvements to the 
museum.  

Thank you very much to those who 
donated in 2018.

$1,000 and more-- 
Anonymous, Mike and 
Kathy DeWalt,  David 
Good, Charles Gray,  
Duane Lempke.

$500-999--Anonymous, 
Henry County Insurance 
Agents, Illinois Tool 
Works.

$200-499--Anonymous, 
Boss Mfg. , Bill and 

O U R
H I S T
O R Y

LaJean Breedlove, Barbara Byrne and 
Mary Zeigler, Marilyn Cosner, Richard 
and Margaret DeSpain, Ed’s Heating,  
Michael Fischer, Kay Hauser, Annette 
Hepner, Dean Karau, William McKee, 
Matt Michalik, Robert and Jane 
Morse, Ron Oldeen, Bill Rose, Rotary 
Club.

$100-199--Alice Bartlett, Arvin 
and Ros Battersby, David and Sara 
Boswell, Sue Busenbark, Bill and Lori 
Christiansen, Pat Damron, Jim and 
Alice Ann Golby, Judith Hartman-
Peterson, Phyllis Hepner, Dan and 
Sarah Hood, Michael Kirley, Kewanee 
Woman’s Club, Pearl Layman, 
Bernadine Mack, Bill Remick, Paul 
and Janice Rist, John Spets, Mary 
Van Dyke, Marie Van Wassenhove, 
Tamara Weir, Jim Weston.

Others-- Joan Beauprez, Lou and 
Bertha Betti, Ted Canellos, Peter 
Caras, Thomas and Nancy Canafax, 

Gloria Clark, Lorene 
Decatur and Gary Miller, 
Philip Deyo, Frank 
and Elaine Dillow, Bill 
and Beth Dolieslager, 
Sheila Donovan, Phyllis 
Dotson, Bill and Loretta 
Fulton, Dave and Lois 
Hoffstetter, Norman 
and Connie Johnson, 
Mary Krylowiz and 
Michael Kaliski, Steve 
and Barbara Morrison, 
Joseph Nosal, Richard 
and Christine Ratliff, 

Mike Rinella, Jeremy and Shannon 
Smith, Jerry Sornberger, Jim and 
Bette Themanson, Janice and Jerry 
Warner,  Joanne Utley,  Jim and Susan 
Van Hootegem, Bob VerHeecke, Larry 
Verdick, Lauretta Van Hulle, Diane 
Wysowski, Susan Wildemuth.

This is our only special fundraising 
event each year.   Please support it 
if you can and send your check to 
Kewanee Historical Society, 211 N. 
Chestnut St., Kewanee, IL 61443.  
We are a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization.

WITH
OUR
T H A
N K S

Search Kewanee 
Newspapers Online

The Kewanee newspaper digital proj-
ect sponsored by the Kewanee Public 
Library and supported by your his-
torical society and the Henry County 
Genealogical Society now includes 
newspapers up to 1979.  The library 
has a great website you can visit at 
kewaneelibrary.org. The direct link 
to search over 100 years of online 
Kewanee papers is kewanee.advan-
tage-preservation.com



What’s Happening at 
the Museum

• There have been several changes 
and improvements to the museum 
over the past year. The most visible 
is the refurbishment of the front 
of the building.  The awning was 

Officer Changes for 
2019

After 17 years as President of the 
Kewanee Historical Society, Larry 
Lock decided to turn over the gavel 
and Board Member, Mike DeWalt, was 
elected President at the Society’s April 
meeting.   Vice-President Steve Moon, 
Treasurer Sue Busenbark and Secretary 
Marci Carlson were all re-elected to 
their positions.

Larry and Pat Lock will remain 
highly engaged in the Kewanee 
Historical Society as curators 
of the museum.  By stepping 
back from administrative duties 
they’ll have more time for 
research, writing and working 
on improving museum displays.   

A Note from Larry Lock, Looking 
Back at His Time as President

Pat and I have been involved since 
we both retired in 2000.  At the time I 
knew that I wanted to volunteer at the 
museum; but after researching and 
writing a history of Kewanee in the late 
winter/spring of 2000 for the family 
history book by the Henry County 
Genealogical Society and getting to 
know Bob and Marcella Richards (two 
beautiful, fantastic people), occasional 
volunteering became a “full-time” 
avocation.  And thankfully Pat joined 
me in attempting to carry on the work 
of Bob and Marcella.

Pat has done many things to keep 
the museum running smoothly while 
her most important achievement has 
been organizing and indexing the huge 
collection of documents and pictures.  
I have especially enjoyed using the 
museum’s collection to develop power 
point programs, write historical articles, 
do research for the Walldog murals and 
do research for people who visit the 
museum in person or online.

Together, with the help of many 
people, Pat and I are proud of the 
improvements that have been made 
at the museum while building on 
the hard work of the past.   And we 
look forward to continue moving the 
museum forward while supporting the 
efforts of our new president, board of 
directors and other volunteers.

A Note from Mike DeWalt, Looking 
Forward

A sincere Thank You to Larry and Pat 
Lock for the hard work, perseverance, 
and service they’ve dedicated to the 
Kewanee Historical Society over the 
past 20 years.  In working with them 
the past two years I’ve gained a real 
appreciation for just how much work 
and care they put into the museum.   
Larry knows more about Kewanee’s 
history than anyone I know, and while 
I’ve learned much from him, I still feel 
like I’m just scratching the surface.   
Thankfully, he’ll be remaining as 
curator. 

Looking forward, I have three broad 
goals for the museum.  

• The first is to continue the work 
that Larry and the Board have done 
to maintain and improve the museum 

building.  Quite a bit has been done 
recently …  the front of the building 
was refurbished, a new ceiling was 
installed in the front room of the 
main floor and the entire building 
is now airconditioned.   Having a 
sound building that’s a nice place 
for people to visit is important.  
We will continue to improve the 
building – inside and out.

• The second goal is to improve 
and upgrade the displays inside 

the museum.  That’s been an 
ongoing process for a long 
time, and we’re committed to 
doing much more.

• The third broad goal 
is to “digitize” the collection 
as much as we can.  Our 
mission is to preserve and 
share Kewanee’s history, 

and for the folks that can’t 
make it to the museum, digital 

is the “next best thing”.   That 
work started last year -- we’ve 
scanned thousands of photos and 
documents, substantially upgraded 
our website with significant new 
content, and have been active in 
social media.  We’ve also added 
audio/visual gear to the museum.   
Keep an eye on our website – www.
kewaneehistory.com – it currently 
has over 2,500 photos, over a dozen 
videos, and about 100 historical 
documents available online.

I’m happy to be the new President 
of the Historical Society, I’m 
committed to improving the 
museum, and I’m thankful that 
Larry and Pat are here to help. 



Lincoln Plaque

On October 27, 2018, 160 years 
after Abraham Lincoln visited Ke-

wanee in 1858, the commemorative 
plaque placed in 1983 in front of the 
Kewanee Public Library was correct-
ed. 

Through the efforts of Larry Lock, the 
Stark County Genealogical Society’s 
Floyd Ham, and other local historians, 
the dates of the visit were corrected, 
and a new plaque was erected to re-
place the incorrect one.  The group 
proved Lincoln couldn’t have been in 
Kewanee when the original sign indi-
cated and provided proof of 
the actual date. 

The cost of the 
new sign was 
funded by the 
Illinois State 
H i s t o r i c a l 
Society, the 
K e w a n e e 
Historical So-
ciety and the 
Kewanee Pres-
ervation Society.  
The old sign was 
removed and replaced 
thanks to Kewanee Histori-
cal Society Board Member, Jeff Arch. 
The well attended ceremony on Octo-
ber 27th was followed by a reception 
at the museum.

Photo of the new Lincoln plaque in 
front of Kewanee Public Library

replaced, the tinwork at 
the top of the building was repaired 
and painted, the front of the building 
was repainted, and new signage was 
added.  The front of the museum 
looks much better.  A portion of the 
work done to the exterior was funded 
by the City of Kewanee through a 
program to improve the facades of 
downtown buildings.

• Inside the museum, deteriorating 
masonry was removed, old drapes 
in the front windows were removed 
and replaced with miniblinds and the 
area around the windows repaired 
and repainted. New bookcases were 
built to store binders, books, and city 
directories, and many of the displays 
were improved and refreshed.   Both 
the inside and outside of the museum 
looks much better.

• The museum added an offsite 
Storage locker in a climate-controlled 
location to store duplicates and some 
“overflow”.  

• Thanks to local concerns that 
made in-kind contributions to the 
society:  B&B Printing, Ed’s Heating 
and Plumbing, Network Business 
Systems of Geneseo (our internet 
provider), Mark Tudder (trash pickup), 
Kewanee Star Courier and WKEI.

New Old Stuff

Since our last newsletter about 35 in-
dividuals have donated items for the 
museum.  Not all are treasures, but 
we do welcome artifacts related to 
the history of Kewanee.  If we cannot 
use something, we will let the donor 
know.

Following are some of the recent do-
nations with donors in parentheses:

A Korean War uniform worn by Del 
Skoglund, (by his son, Kevin Sko-
glund)

Robert Hepner’s Masonic uniform 
and hat plus photos and memora-
bilia from WWI (donated by his wife, 
Norma Hepner)

Articles, clippings, photos, and a 
brick from a building designed by Ke-
wanee Architect Walter Bailey (Dave 
Clark and Joy Hernandez-Butler)

A set of glasses from 
Sandy’s (Kathy and 

Tim Hanson)

Over a dozen 
b l u e p r i n t s 
of Kewanee 
Boiler fac-
tory and 
office build-
ings over the 

years (Shane 
LaFollette)

A nice display 
case previously 

used at Osco Drug that 
we’ve moved the museum’s 

prairie chicken exhibit into (Marvin 
Brown)

Once again, please keep us in mind 
if you have something of historical 
value about Kewanee that you are 
willing to donate.  And if it’s an in-
teresting photo, we can scan it if 
you don’t want to part with it.

Photo of the refurbished exterior of 
the museum



Black Knights Mural
 
Kewanee Black Knights Mural – the 
18th Walldog mural – is expected to 
be completed this summer and will be 
painted on the Main Street side of the 
Spets Brothers building at the corner 
of Main and Third Streets.
 
In 1939, Kewanee American Legion 
Post # 31 decided to sponsor a Boy 
Scout drum and bugle corps – the 
Sons of American Legion Corps - and 
they won the 1940 State Fair champi-
onship.  During World War II most of 
the boys went into the service and the 
Corps disbanded. 
 
After the war the boys came back 
ready to re-form the corps.  Spon-
sored by Kewanee American Legion 
Post, the Corps was restarted and 
began rehearsing in 1948.  In 1951 
a contest was held to select a name 
for the corps. The winning name was 
Black Knights, after West Point ca-
dets, known as the “Black Knights 
of the Hudson”. Black uniforms with 
white trim of the West Point cadet 
style, were selected. 
 
The corps rose to national promi-
nence and from 1954 through the 
early 1960s placed in the top 10 na-
tionally as well as winning many state 
and regional contests.  By the mid-
60s, the senior corps began to fade as 

the men got older. The Kewanee Black 
Knights disbanded in 1964 and was 
replaced by a junior corps.
 
Photo of the Black Knights Mural that 
will be painted this Summer

The Kewanee 
H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y 
Website

We’ve added 
significant content to 
the website over the 
past 18 months.  Two 
young ladies, Liz Bral and 
Samantha Culver, worked at 
the museum during the summer 
and along with volunteer Sharon 
Tilden, scanned several thousand 
pages of documents and photos. 
They were edited and organized and 
added to our digital archive.  It was a 
great start, but we have much more 
to do.

Many of the new scans were added 
to our website which now has 44 
photo galleries organized by subject 
with roughly 2,500 photos, a dozen 
videos about Kewanee, and 100 
documents, including 8 fully scanned 
city directories from 1876 to 1954.  
In addition, the “History” tab of the 

website has 15 “history papers” on a 
variety of Kewanee subjects.  

There are links to a variety of 
Kewanee related websites, including 

to the Kewanee Newspaper 
search site.  The 

newspaper search 
is free and 

e x t e n s i v e , 
with papers 
from the mid-
1800’s to the 
1970’s.

We are busy 
adding new 

content to the 
www.kewaneehistory.

com website every month, so 
even if you’ve seen it, you may want 
to check in from time to time to see 
what’s new.

HOURS
Open May 1 - Oct. 1 

Thursdays and Saturdays
1:00pm - 4:00pm

211 N. Chestnut St
Kewanee, IL 61443

www.kewaneehistory.com
kewaneehistory@kewanee.com


