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 Our annual newsletter is a bit late again this 
year, but to be sure we are still here, keeping busy  
and ready to make our annual appeal for financial 
assistance.
 This year as in past years we are asking  you, 
one of the 350 on our membership list, to make a 
donation to help with the expenses of maintaining  
your museum.
 Last year’s “Annual Fundraiser” was a great 
success thanks to the generosity of many of the 
lifetime members of the Kewanee Historical Society.  
We received over $12,000 thanks to contributions 
from  70  members.  That is a great help in meeting 
our annual expenses of approximately $12,000-
$14,000, plus maintenance of and  improvements to 
the museum.  Painting of the front of the building is 
taking place in June.
 Thank you very much to those who donated 
since our last newsletter.  They  are shown as follows:
 $1,000 and more-- Anonymous,  Michael and  
Kathy  DeWalt,  David Good, Charles Gray,  Duane 
Lempke;
 $500-999--Anonymous, Henry County Insurance 
Agents, Illinois Tool Works, Nelson Lay;
 $200-499--Anonymous, Bill and LaJean 
Breedlove, Boss Mfg., Richard and Margaret 
DeSpain,  Ed’s Heating,  James and Alice Ann Golby,  
Good’s Furniture, Jane Hager, Dean Karau, William 
McKee III, Matt Michalik, Robert and Jane Morse, 
James and Hildegunde Ratcliffe, William J. Rose, 
John and Mary VanDyke, Joseph Wetch; 
 $100-199--James Andrews, David and Sara 
Boswell, Marilyn Cosner, Lorene Decatur, Norman 
and Connie Johnson, John and Carol Kolata, Pearl 
Layman, John and Betty Oliver, Frances P. Smith, 
Betty Sullivan, Frank and Betsy Tocha, Joanne Utley,  
Marie VanWassenhove, Ted Vlahos, Tamara Weir, 
James Weston, George Wilsey; 
 Others--Carol Andris, Alice Bartlett, Joan 
Beauprez, Louis and Bertha Betti, Peter G. Caras, 

Joan Clary, Jean Dickson, Frank and Elaine Dillow, 
Bill and Beth Dolieslager, Paul and Sheila Donovan, 
Gail and Carol Golden, Ron and Lois Heal,  Dave 
and Lois Hoffstetter, Michael Kaliski, Tom and 
Jo Miler, Steve and Barbara Morrison, Dolores 
Nanninga, Bill Remick, Mike Rinella, Duane Schiltz, 
Michelle Schwarm, Jeremy and Shannon Smith, 
Jerry Sornberger, Jim and Betty Themanson,  Larry 
Verdick, Bob VerHeecke, Jerry and Janice Warner, 
Diane Wysowski.
 This is our only special fundraising event 
each year.   Please support it if you can and send 
your check to Kewanee Historical Society, 211 N. 
Chestnut St., Kewanee, IL 61443.  We are a 501(c)
(3) not-for-profit organization.

Annual Fundraiser 2018

JOAN HERRICK DIED IN 2017
 
The Society lost a most valuable member in 2017 with 
the death of Joan Richards Herrick.  The daughter 
of Robert and Marcella Richards, Joan was a charter 
member.  She assisted her parents in organizing the 
society in the winter of 1976-77.
 For 40 years she was on the board of directors and 
was an active volunteer, also serving for many years as 
secretary.  No one else has served for that many years.
 Accordingly, the board of directors has decided 
to designate the four rooms upstairs that depict a 
home around 1900 as the “Joan Richards Herrick 
Memorial Rooms.”  A plaque so indicating has been 
placed at the entrance of the four rooms, which she 
usually referred to as “the apartment.”  Joan was espe-
cially proud of her help in the 1980s in building and 
arranging those rooms.
 Readers of our newsletter might recall that Joan 
was honored with an open house at the museum in 
May of 2016, which was very well-attended.
 Plain and simple, she will be missed.



What’s Happening...
 
 We continue to be open on Thursdays and 
Saturdays.  Thursday is from 1 to 4 while Saturday is 
from 11 to 2.  
 As usual we will be open for extended hours 
during Hog Days —10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday of Labor Day weekend.  This 
is easily the time for the greatest attendance at the 
museum—in 2017 we had approximately 150 visitors.
 We will also have extra hours this season during 
the Prairie Chicken Festival.  We will open 1 to 4 on 
Friday, July 13 and 11 to 4 on Saturday, the 14th.  In 
2017 the festival brought 60 visitors to the museum.  
The festival will feature chalk art drawing, a car 
show, art and craft fair and mural tours.  For more 
info see www.downtownkewanee.com and www.
facebook.com/kewaneechalkart.  
 Since the last newsletter we have had visitors 
from 19 states ranging from Hawaii and Alaska to 
Florida and Maryland and four foreign countries--
Austria, Germany, Canada and Ecuador.  
 Maintaining and improving our building is an 
ongoing process. A major improvement during 
February-March of 2018 was the replacement of 
the suspended ceiling in the front room.  The work 
was done by master carpenter John Miskinis, who 
volunteered his labor after being contacted by board 
member Arvin Battersby to bid on the job.
 Arvin assisted on the job and because of needing 
to prime and paint the existing rails and some 
complications before inserting the fiber glass panels 
the job required 60 hours by each.   Special thanks to 
John and Arvin for brightening up the front room.
 Another improvement completed last spring 
by Jim Themanson was the erection of walls and 
rearranging items in the medical display area, one of 
many volunteer contributions by Jim in recent years.
 Thanks to local concerns that made in-kind 
contributions to the society:  B&B Printing, Ed’s 
Heating and Plumbing,  Network Business 
Systems of Geneseo (our internet provider), Mark 
Tudder (trash pickup),  Kewanee Star Courier and 
WKEI.
 Two Americorps volunteers are working on 
Thursdays and Saturdays this summer.  They are Liz 
Bral, a recent St. Ambrose College graduate who is 

now a teacher in the Kewanee school system, and 
Samantha (Sam) Culver, a student at St. Ambrose.  
This is Liz’s third summer, Sam’s first.  Both do 
receive compensation through the Americorps 
program.  Sharon Beard Tilden of Cambridge, a 
Wethersfield High graduate, continues to volunteer 
on Thursdays.
 Larry Lock continues to do power-point 
programs and Mike DeWalt is also willing and 
able.  Programs have been done for Kewanee Rotary, 
the Church of Peace, Courtyard Village, Courtyard 
Estates and Kewanee Care.  
 Programs available include Kewanee Authors, 
Churches, Lincoln in Kewanee, the Civil War’s 
124th Regiment, Kewanee Streetcars, Walworth and 
Its Predecessors, Parks, the Founding of Wethersfield 
and Kewanee, Kewanee 100 Years Ago, the Great 
Fire of 1942, the Great Kewanee Fair and more.  Any 
group wanting a program is welcome to contact 
us by email (kewaneehistory @kewanee.com) or 
phone (309-853-4572 or 309-370-9857).
 Groups are always welcome to schedule a visit 
to the museum.  Visits this past year have included 
the Kewanee High classes of 1957 and 1962 and the 
First Baptist Church Boy Scouts.
 Requests for research are welcome.  We get 
them in person, by phone, by mail and more often 
these days by email.  People anywhere in the world 
can find us by “googling” Kewanee or Kewanee 
history.  Our website, www.kewaneehistory.com, 
is provided by and administered by Mike DeWalt.    
Previously Rob Bailleu of B&B Printing provided 
the site and it was administered by Hayden Baldwin, 
KHS grad who now lives in Arkansas.  Special thanks 
to both.
 Check out our website. It contains a variety 
of interesting items, including images inside the 
museum and pictures of the Walldog murals, both 
by Hayden, captioned pictures of Windmont and 
Northeast Parks, past newsletters, articles on the 
history of Kewanee and most recently hundreds of 
photos categorized by subject and very interesting 
YouTube videos produced by Mike DeWalt on 
the museum, Kewanee Streetcars, Around Old 
Kewanee, Kewanee in 1875, 1954 Centennial 
Celebration and Boss Manufacturing 125 Years 
Old.



 In our 2017 newsletter we acknowledged the gen-
erous monetary donations of Mike DeWalt and his 
former employer, Caterpillar, and that upon his retire-
ment from Cat in January of 2017 he would begin to 
volunteer at the museum.
 We concluded that article with the sentence:  “Cat’s 
loss is our gain.”  We had no idea!
 During the past year-and-a-half Mike as our newest 
board member has done an extraordinary amount of 
work, while  continuing to support the museum mon-
etarily.
 Following are just three of his more prominent con-
tributions:
 Using his woodworking skills to craft five library 
type tables to replace old ones and a large cabinet for 
storage and the Cole Brothers Air Show display;
 As new administrator of our website (kewanee-
history.com) adding a great deal of new pictures and 
material to the already outstanding website (thanks to 
Hayden Baldwin’s efforts for the past 8 years);
 Establishing two computer centers in the main 
room, one for showing hundreds of pictures that have 
been scanned over the past 15 years, the other that 
contains thousands of pictures and documents that 
have been and will be scanned that are searchable 
thanks to the optical character recognition (OCR) 
program employed by Mike.
 One example of the searchable files are newsletters 
produced by Walworth employees in the 1920s and 
1930s.  They are 8 to 12 page newsletters that contain 
information about what was going on with employees, 
such as marriages, births of children, who was seen 
dating whom, vacations, bowling league scores and 
whatever.  Volunteers have scanned about 50 newslet-
ters.  We can enter a name into the computer and if it 
appears in any of the newsletters the page will come 
up for viewing.
 In short, as time goes on we will be able to search 
thousands of documents and pictures in the same way 
that Kewanee newspapers can be searched by going to 
kewaneelibrary.org.  
 Stay tuned  for what Mike might come up with next.  

VOLUNTEER 
EXTRAORDINAIRE

OF RELATED INTEREST
TO KEWANEE HISTORY

 Walter T. Bailey’s mural.  It looks like it is going 
to happen.  
 This past winter Joy Hernandez-Butler, Kewanee 
native now living in Indianapolis and major booster 
of Kewanee, started an effort to raise at least $10,000 
to make Bailey the subject of Kewanee’s 17th Walldog 
historic mural.
 Bailey graduated from Kewanee High in 1900 and 
then became the first African-American to graduate 
from the University of Illinois School of Architecture.  
He went on to design significant structures in Tuske-
gee and Montgomery, Alabama, Memphis and Chica-
go.
 With financial support at $8,000 at this writing, it 
is hopeful that the mural will be painted during the 
Prairie Chicken Chalk Art Festival on July 13 and 14.  
It is slated for the south wall of B & B Printing on 
Main Street.
 To learn more visit www.gofundme.com/wal-
ter-t-bailey-mural.  Also, just google “Walter Bailey 
mural Kewanee” to find still more, including interest-
ing articles written by Dave Clarke for the Star Courier.

Walter Bailey’s 1900 Kewanee High graduation picture.  
He was one of 24 grads in what the Star Courier called a 
“large class.”  At the commencement held at the  McClure 
Opera House Walter was one of the speakers.  According 
to the newspaper account Walter received “applause not 
only at the end but also at the beginning” of his declamation 
entitled “One Niche the Highest.”  



New Old Stuff
 Since our last newsletter some 30 individuals 
have donated items for the museum.  Not all are 
treasures, but we do welcome artifacts related 
to the history of Kewanee.  If we cannot use 
something, we will let the donor know.
 The following are some of the recent donations 
with donors in parentheses:
 A Brownie Junior camera owned by Letha 
“Lee” Skeeters used to take photos of the Great 
Kewanee Fire of 1942 and two of the photos 
taken (sister Ruth Skeeters);
 Uniform and cap worn by Red Cross 
volunteer Marylina Fulton at Kewanee Hospital 
during World War II (daughter Anne Fulton);
 Ribbon from the annual reunion in 1908 
of the 124th Volunteer Infantry (Civil War), 
which included two companies from Kewanee 
area (Mary Jane Skoglund);
 75th Anniversary (1939-2014) booklet of 
the Kewanee Woman’s Bowling Association 
that includes names of officers and tournament 
winners (Rita Wheelhouse);
 Framed copy of the Regulations of the 
Connecticut Association, 1836, the founding 
document of the “Colony of Wethersfield,” 
that was discovered in the Wethersfield School 
Library (Wethersfield Unit 230 and Dave Clarke);
 Replica of Bobtown School, one room 
country school northwest of Kewanee, built by 
Claude Oliver, who also attended there (Claude’s 
daughter Lois Heal);
 Replica of the home at 733 S. Chestnut built 
by toothpick artist Reuben Calcutt in 1992 
(current home owners John and Carol Kolata).
 Once again, please keep up us in mind if 
you have something of historical Kewanee 
that you are willing  to donate.  And if it is an 
interesting photo, we can scan it if you do not 
want to part with it.
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Remember To SMILE
 Thanks to an alert from society member Michael 
Fischer of Mill Valley, CA, whose family roots 
in Kewanee go back to the 1870s, KHS has been 
registered with AmazonSmile since early 2017.
 AmazonSmile is a program where Amazon 
donates 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 
products to the charitable organization selected by 
the customer.
 To participate, you start your shopping by going 
to http://smile.amazon.com.  You will be asked to 
enter your email address and Amazon password 
before choosing a charitable organization.  Please 
select “Kewanee Historical Society”….and of course 
buy lots.

 Also, the restoration of the Abner Little 1837 
cabin, one of the first built in Wethersfield, was com-
pleted last fall and dedicated at a well-attended cere-
mony.  The Kewanee Preservation Society continues 
to improve the property of the cabin.
 To learn of future plans and more about the cabin 
visit www.facebook.com/preservekewanee.
 Finally, the Kewanee newspaper digital proj-
ect sponsored by the Kewanee Public Library and 
supported by your historical society and the Henry 
County Genealogical Society now includes newspa-
pers up to 1979.  Microfilm from 1961 to 1979 was 
scanned and added during May of this year.  To ac-
cess the newspapers visit the library’s website:  ke-
waneelibrary.org.


