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July 2013 the community of Kewanee featured a 5 day WallDog event with 170 
so Walldog Artists in attendance in an effort to start and complete 15 Murals 
One of them being the Woodland Palace projected given the assignment to 
design and execute the 8' x 28' wall was a couple of Hoosiers who nad only 
met a year earlier at a similar event held in Areola, Illinois where they worked 
on a similar sized wall. The experience set a new friendship in motion and 
guickly thereafter they agreed to team up at the Kewanee WallDog event. David 
Butler along with his wife Susie are from the small town of Syracuse up in Northern 
Indiana. While Mike McEvers hails from another small town in Indiana by the name 
of Fortville just North of Indianapolis. The design was handled by both men and wit 
good advise and suggestion from both they arrived at what they deemed a worthy enough 
send in for consideration. It seems it was found suitable enough to the fine folks in Kewanee so the task of 
finalizing the design, creating the transparencies and patterns necessary to get the layout up on the wall 
was begun. The assignment was to take the information and the images concerning the Woodland 
Palace and the man who created it, Frederick Francis, and come up with a pleasing layout that through 
pictures and words would give the viewer a good idea of what the Woodland Palace is all about. It didn't 
take long to realize that Fred had actually done most of the work for us...as all of the scrolls and the title

lettering are inspired by the 
work that Fred nad created - 
throughout the Palace. It's a 
real good feeling to be able to

take his work and share it with all who might stop and view it there on the walLmuch credit goes to the 
man who designed and built the Woodland Palace...Frederick Francis. The Woodland Palace 
is actually 3 miles east of Kewanee, and it was the unique home of Frederick Francis who 
built it in 1890 out of brick, stone and native wood. The nouse features disappearing doors 
and windows, an air cooling system, radiant heat deflectors in the fireplace chimney, and
running water, all without the-benefit of electricity. www.woodlandpalace.com
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http://www.woodlandpalace.com

