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Kewanee’s First Golf Course
Former Kewanee resident Tom Boley reminisces
about Red Oak Hollow as “a valley a few miles outside
of Kewanee, . . .
bisected by a
gravel road with
a small stream
and oak trees
throughout. . . .
[W]hen we were
kids, my mom
used to take my
friends and me
out to Red Oak
Hollow for the
day. She would
drop us off with
canteens
and
knapsack
lunches and we
would play for
hours among the
trees and along
the stream. We
climbed trees,
looked
for
arrow heads,

and just did fun boy stuff. I thought Red Oak
Hollow epitomized everything good in life - sharing the
great outdoors with
friends.”
But Red Oak
Hollow had been
much more than
an
out-in-thecountry place for
chimerical kids’
play.
Before
kids hiked and
played among
the trees along
the stream, Red
Oak Hollow was a
hunting grounds,
and then became
late 19th century
picnic grounds.
Oh, yes, it was
also the grounds
of
Kewanee’s
first golf course.

Here’s a brief history of the golf links and their place
in the history of Red Oak Hollow and Kewanee golf.
According to Henry County Historian Henry L.
Kiner, at least as late as the mid-1840s, Native
Americans camped for several weeks each winter
along a small stream in an area about two miles west
of what became downtown Kewanee, to hunt
venison and prairie chickens. He referred to the spot
as Red Oak Hollow.
By the 1890s, “city folk” took a liking to the area
on the banks of the stream out west of town.
For instance, the June 3, 1896, Kewanee Courier
reported that “[a]bout twenty Kewanee young people
enjoyed a picnic in ‘Red Oak Hollow’ Saturday
afternoon. A number of the young men rode out on
their wheels but the greater portion of the company
were driven to the woods in the hacks. The afternoon
was spent in different pastimes, among the most
interesting of which, was the baseball match. . . .
After the close of the game, the young people were
seated and did full justice to the lunch which they had
brought with them, and about eight o’clock the merry
party started on a pleasant ride home.”
Many civic groups also held picnics there (often
with the picnic food served by the proprietor of the
Kewanee House). Red Oak Hollow was lauded in
the July 16, 1898, Kewanee Daily Star Courier as
“one of the best places in the near vicinity for picnics.
Long hills on each side give an air of seclusion and
quiet to the place which is not usually found so near
town. A creek courses through the grounds and keeps
the atmosphere cooler than it would otherwise be.
The ground is suitable for baseball, croquet and other
sports and is also the course of the Outing Club golf
links.”
Golf links?
The Kewanee Courier, on June 10, 1896, had
lamented that “Kewanee has business and social
clubs, a base ball club, bicycle clubs, a tennis club,
stuffed clubs, and nearly all kinds but a golf club.
Why not make it complete and organize a golf club?”
The Kewanee Outing Club answered the call. The
Outing Club, founded in 1892, already had helped
organize tennis in the city, played on courts on West
Prospect Street.
So it made sense for the Club to take on
organizing a golf club, and it chose the already-

popular destination of Red Oak Hollow as the
location of its
course.
The Club laid
out the links in
September 1896
and named the nine
holes: Hill, Valley,
Brook, Plain, Spring,
Terror, Tribulation,
Summit, and Home.
The Club charged an
entrance fee of $10
and an annual fee
of $3 to belong to
the Club and play
the hilly course.
The course was,
well, coarse.

Greens were nearly indistinguishable from
fairways.
The rocks and stones cleared from the course were
piled and then covered with earth – mounds called
“chocolate drops,” the first hazards.

Holes crossed each other, creating another hazard.
But it was golf - and golf became a Kewanee passion.
Within two years, other golf clubs and courses
sprang up in Kewanee, including ones located on the
properties of Charles K. Ladd and the Fuerst farm
about a mile east of town, and later, one at the old
Fairgrounds. With closer links, golf at Red Oak
Hollow ended quietly, with nary a whimper.
However, many Kewanee citizens whose work
led to the development of Kewanee’s two premier
courses, Midland Country Club and the Baker Park
Golf Course, started hacking at Red Oak Hollow,
including A. J. Anderson, who scored the first
Kewanee ace at Ladd’s links and who later was
prominent in the development of Midland.

Red Oak Hollow was part of a continuum, from
sustenance living to recreation. The Outing Club
course, the cradle of Kewanee golf, was part of
another continuum, from yesterday’s “pasture pool”
to today’s well-groomed courses.
And maybe there are still Kewanee kids today
searching for arrowheads among the trees and
streams of Red Oak Hollow, along another
continuum, of creating memories for their
tomorrows.
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