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THE HISTORY OF THE KEWANEE BLACK KNIGHTS. Kox*, d u .m
The Kewanee Black Knights originally started in 1927 and disbanded again in the late 1930’s because of World War II
Following the War. during the year 1945, the Kewance Black Knights were formed once again The beginning of the
long running of the Kewanee Black Knights occurred on Vi Day I94S at the Kewance American Legion, located on
North Tremont Street down town Kewanee Kent Sandburg was home when the war ended, and ran up to the American
Legion Hall Kent had just been released from the Naval Hospital in the Great Lakes so he was in poor shape to say the
least An old friend. Bill Andersor^ WW1 Vet,, saw Kent and remembered that Kent had belonged to the Sons of the
American Legion Corps the Legion sponsored in the 1930’s, before WW1I Bill asked Kent if he would get the returning
Vets to form a senior drum corps in the Post when enough of the guys returned Kent, along with Shorty Olson, Ralph
Karau, jack Cumeliurs and former Peoria SAL Corpsmen named Bill Ellis, formed a committee and that was the start of
the Black Knights Kent guessed this to be in 1949 A committee from American Legion Post #31 consisted of Bill
Anderson, Bill Blemett, Bill Berg, Harold Follett, Frank McBride, George Sanders, Nick Quagliano, Glen Russell, and
Kay Vaight A slot machine (illegal) was set aside to raise funds for the corps The boiler shop donated coveralls as our
first uniforms Kent was elected First Commander, and the rest is history
Here are a few “tidbits’ also picked up along the way The Corps, under the direction of Frank McBride, was organized
in the winter of 1949 The Corps made unbelievable progress during the summer of 1950 The Corps was well in
demand for concert work, as well as great success in parade competition The winter of 1950 the Corps played at the
dedication of a new American Legion Post in Alpha, Illinois and also took part in the dedication of a new hospital wing of
the East Moline State Hospital The Corps made their first official appearance March 12 (1951?) at the 15* District
meeting of the Legion in Galesburg. Illinois On April 16th the Corps appeared in a parade in Moline in connection with
the premiere of the movie "The Rock Island Trail" The Black Knights were on their way The Black Knights, under the
direction of Frank McBride had made such wonderful progress during that past year (1951) that they had outgrown the
ability of Post #31 to handle them financially The Corps then began to ask for outside help
The Corps appeared 20 times that summer and carried the name of Kewanee from one end of the State to the other
Despite the fact that these appearances were made without a Name and without proper uniforms they brought honor and
glory to the city of. Kewanee People thought the State who appreciated drum corps knew all about Kewanee, Illinois It
took hours and hours of practice to develop a good corps and it all paid off as the Corps traveled about the country, the
name Kewanee, Illinois became well known
Through the curtsey of the Walworth Company management, the Corps had the use of a Room, 200ft X 75ft , to practice
drilling during the winter months The Corps had to purchase new uniforms, shoes, new flags, with staffs and belts,
refinish bugles, drums, and purchase new instruments as well Besides having a reserve fund the start on for operations,
donations were coming in and soon new uniforms were purchased along with new equipment The color combination of
the uniforms was of white silk sashes, black blouses and black and white with gold trimmed hats This was all in the year
of 1951 All that the Black Knights accomplished as was told by Kent Sandburg is now history, a history that Kewanee
should never forget and be very proud of

The Kewanee Black Knights in competition:
Track I - The 1954 Corps
Track 2 - The 1956 Corps
Track 3 - The 1957 Corps
Track 4 - The 1962 Corps
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History of the Kewanee Black Knights*
The Kewanee Black Knights had a very modest begining in 1936
as a Boy»s Scout Corps and were housed in the old Armory on Central
Blvd Where part of the Kewanee Star Courier now stands* The Originators
of the Corps are not known* The year 1936, also saw the Galva Post
#45 Drum Corps, a senior Legion Corps at its best, and in 1938 saw
the Galva Corps fold for the lack of personell*Several Kewanee
Legionaires were playing in the Galva Corps at this time and when
they folded the Legionaires from Kewanee took this Boy*s Scout
Corps over, taking the Corps to the Legion Hall and trained them
in music and taught them to drill* In 1941 the Corps were the
Junior Champions 0f the Illinois State Pair* Of the original 44
boys in the Corps, 37 of them went in to the armed forces in 1942
at the begining of World War #2* In 1947 with most of the boys
back from service the Corps was again started, this time as a
senior Legion Corps, and for 3 years very few appearances were
made, the Corps practiced haftd and long to perfect both music and
drill* In June of 1950 the Corps went to (Dwight 111, where they
took part in their 1st Competitive parade and won 1st place*
That summer found them very busy taking part In numerous parades
and giving exhibitions* Their uniforms were blue coveralls and
white putees with black shoes at that time* That fall they entered
the Parade of the State Legion Convention in Chicago 111* they
placed 2nd in this parade, with this good showing the Corps knew
that they were ready for action. Later in the Pall of 1950 the
Corps started to talk about uniforms, but 1st. there had to be a
name, so a contest was organized in which the Public partisipated
to get a name, numerous names were sent in and out of these came
the Black Knights. Then a Uniform House was called in to design
a uniform. The uniform House submitted the design of the present
uniform, thus the Kewanee Black Knights were born#
The next few years saw the Corps rise to fame nationally,
having preformed in State of Illinois Department Legion conventions
State Pair Competitions and the National Legion Conventions since
1952* Their National ratings for the last 8 years are as follows*
1952, New York, 17th* place* 1953, St* Louis Mo, 12th* place*
1954, Washington D* C* 11 place* 1955 Miami Pla* 9th* place*
1956, Los Angeie® Cal* 3rd place* 1957, Atlantic City N*J. 7th place
1958, Chicago 111* 10th. place* 1959 Minneapolis Minn# 8th* place
and 1960 Miami Beach Pla* 7th* place# plus the State Pair
Championship for the years of 1954, 55, 57, 58, and 59 and taking
2nd place in 52, 53, 56, and 60*
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The Kewanee Black Knights Drum Corps make 18 to 20 appearances
each year, with the milage traveled varying emmtoumm# depending on
the loaction of the National Legion Convention* The average milage
traveled eachyear is approximately 7000 miles*
All members of the Corps practice music in the winter at the
Legion Hall 2 evenings a week and pracitce drill in summer at the *0
High School Stadium 2 to 3 nights m week* The corps consists of 60
men with the combined man hours of approximately 15,675 hours in
rehersal per year* Rehersal peroids are Thursday evenings 7 $30 to 10
and Sunday afternoons 2 to 4 P* M* Our present Corps consists of
33 horns, 9 drummers, 10 man color squad, 2 drum Majors, and 5
men in the Quartermaster Dept* Our equiptment including uniforms
Horns Drums, Flags, and associated equiptment is valued at $20,000
dollars, we also have our own equiptment truck that we use to
transport our equiptment to and from ail engagements* The operating
cost of the Corps is approxamately $12,000*00 per year, and is
raised by various projects sponsored by the Corps, plus flat fees
for exhibitions, prize money from contests and donations*
Our present project is the sale of 50 Star Flags, and our goal
is a Flag flying from every Business place and Home in the
Kewanee Area* on Memorial Day*
The Black Knights personal come from cities in a 100 mile
area and listed are the places they come from, Kewanee, Geneseo,
Prophetstown, Galva, Buda, Annawan, Peoria, Moline, E* Moline,
Toulon, Neponaet, Maco&b, DeKalb, Malta, Aurora, Monmouth and
Canton, Aur instructors are Tony DeMarco, of Madison Wise* on
Drums* Clark Fontsler. Band Master of Buda High School,hands
and Jerry Alehinus of Palatine 111* on drill*
The present Officers are.
Commander,
Kent Sandberg,
Sr* Vice Commander
Ronald Buffett,
Adjutant and Finance Officer
Harold Follett,
Corps Manager
Jerry Nuding,
Finance Chairman (from Post31) Lenny De Reu*

KBWANEE BLACK KNIGHTS------HISTORY

In 1939$ the Kewanee American Legion Poet # 31 decided to sponsor
a Boy Scout drum and bugle corps. A year later this became a S.A.L.
(Sons of American Legion) corps and won the 1940 State Fair championship.
World War II then came along and eventually 37 of the 44 boys
Were taken into the service.

After the war the boys came back as

Legionnaires ready to re-form the corps.

Thus the Kewanee American

Legion Post § 31 Brum and Bugle Corps were born and started rehearsing
in 1948o
For the first three years, they marched in uniforms consisting
of blue coveralls trimmed In white, and white puttees.
contest was held to select a name for the corps.

In 1951, a

The winning name

selected by the Judges was Black Knights, after the West Point cadets,
known as the Black Nights of the Hudson. Black uniforms with white
trim of the West Point cadet style, were selected.
Starting with 1951, they have marched in seven consecutive State
Fairs, State and National American Legion contests.

They have been

runnerup in the State Fair contests four times and were champions in
1954, 1955^ and 1957e

In the last

our years, they have been national

finalists, at the National American Legion conventions.

Only the top

twelve corps are selected for the finals. During those years, their
final standings have been 11th, 9th, 3x*d, and 7th places, respectively.
35 to 40 of the nation*© best corps compete annualy In the preliminaries
to the national finals.
Taking 1957 as a typieci year, the Black Knights mad© 19 appearances
including 12 parades, 8 exhibitions and 7 contests.

In. those contests,

they won 3 first places, 2 second places, 1 third and 7th place in the
national finals.

A History of The Knights

by Bill Neuleib
The origin of The Knights actually goes back to a boy's fife and drum corps formed
in the 1930,s sponsored by the American Legion Post in Kewanee, Illinois. Within a
short time the fifes were replaced by bugles and the S.A.L. (Sons of American
Legion) Junior Drum and Bugle Corps was formed. That corps competed actively
through 1942 when World War II took most of the members.

A few years after the war, interest in drum corps began again and the boys of the
SAL corps were now men and a senior corps was formed in 1949. With the help of
the Kewanee American Legion, the corps raised money for instruments and new
uniforms and in 1951 the name Kewanee Black Knights was chosen. The Black
Knights became a familiar corps on the state and national scene from 1951 to
1964. In addition to many local championships, the Black Knights finished in the
American Legion National finals (top 12) every year from 1954 through 1961. The
senior corps was disbanded in 1964. About a year later, one of the former senior
members, Marshall Heene, felt that the area still needed a drum corps and he
promoted the idea of forming a junior corps. In the winter of 1965-66, the idea
became a reality. He contacted several of the former senior members who had
been active and helped teach as well as play to be the instruction staff and the
Black Knights junior corps was born. The junior corps became successful early on,
in fact they made the finals in the 1966 Illinois State Fair competition and didn't
have a finals show. At that time, a corps learned a preliminary show of 7 minutes
and a final show of 11 to 13 minutes. That first summer the staff conceived and
taught a 7-minute show mainly to acquaint the new members with the drum
corps activity. They entered them in the State Fair competition for the experience
of being judged and seeing other corps from around the State. When they
History of the Knights - Page 1 of 6
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by Bill Neuleib
unexpectedly made the finals, they had no choice but to do the short show again
and take the undertime penalty, but the fact that the Black Knights were a viable
drum corps was established that summer of 1966. In the 30 years that followed,
at one time or another, they defeated every corps (except the Royalaires) in
Illinois and most everyone in the Midwest.

The Black Knights of Kewanee dropped the Black from their name in 1972. There
was always confusion with another junior corps from Belleville that was also
named the Black Knights and, in addition, the corps was interested in broadening
their program possibilities. This was much easier with just the name The Knights.
The Knights were not one of the "premier corps" so some of the innovations they
brought to the activity were not given as much attention, but one of these "firsts"
was to abandon the traditional cadet uniform in favor of a "uniform costume"
that depicted the name of the corps as well as the music they were playing in
their program. They adopted a uniform consisting of a knight's tunic with a cross
and a robin hood hat and played selections from the musical Camelot. Several
years later the Cavaliers and Phantom Regiment both followed suit and adopted
uniforms more in keeping with their name.

The corps was moved from Kewanee to Geneseo after the 1973 season. Reasons
for the move were both financial and membership. Membership had dwindled in
the Kewanee area and grown considerably in the Geneseo and Quad City area and
it was hoped that the move to Geneseo would give new life to the corps. This
hope turned out to be true. Under the direction of Ken Hamilton (Director 197381), The Knights attained national status, a position they were to maintain
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through the 1980,s. One of the principle music arrangers for the corps was Larry
Kerchner who did most of the arrangements from the late 1960's through the mid
80's. Ken Norman also did some arranging for the Corps. It has been mentioned
that The Knights were always innovative, and another example was presented in
their 1979 show. Prior to a number called "Slavonic Dance" four of their guard
girls disappeared into the percussion section and reappeared in full Hungarian
costumes and danced to the music. They went back into the percussion section to
change back into their guard uniforms while the show continued and many times
the audience was not aware where they went. Costume changes like this are done
frequently now but, as far we know, this kind of presentation had not been
performed before The Knights did it in 1979.

By 1980, the membership and talent of the Corps had grown to a point where it
was decided that their next objective was to become a DCI touring corps.
Although the Corps had made week-long trips to Boston, Miami, and Texas, taking
on the responsibility of touring most of the summer was a new and exciting
challenge. Three 4106 busses were purchased as well as a used 18-wheel trailer
which the staff customized for all the corps equipment. (A food trailer was added
a few years later). One of the first tours involved a trip to the West coast for a
series of shows starting in Utah, over to the San Francisco area, down to Los
Angeles and Las Vegas on the way back. A lot of things were learned on that first
tour. We learned how to handle real hardship when the motor on one of the
busses "locked up" in Wyoming on the way out and other travel arrangements
had to be made for a third of the corps for the rest of the tour. The inconvenience
was offset somewhat by performing in these new cities plus a special
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performance at Disneyland. For the next decade the Corps became a regular in
DCI and DCM contests anywhere and everywhere in the U.S. and Canada.

The most successful season was probably 1983. The Corps was marching 122
members and was recognized as a viable competitor. They placed third in DCM
finals just behind Madison and Phantom Regiment, were 9th at DCI regional
prelims in Whitewater, which was significant because all the corps in DCI were
there, and also came in among the leaders at DCI East in Allentown, Pa. It was a
real disappointment when they failed to make the finals at the DCI championships
a month later after being in a such a good position in those DCI regionals. Because
of the success of the Corps that year, I was named "Director of the Year" by Drum
Corps Midwest. This was a tremendous honor and the reality was that I was
fortunate to represent a truly outstanding group of people consisting of a
dedicated and talented staff, a great group of talented young people and an
untiring support staff. DCI decided to recognize support people at the
Championships, and over the next several years The Knights had Gene Herring,
Dorothy Johnson, and Wayne Huntley recognized for their work and dedication.

In 1984, the Knights marched a smaller but equally talented corps and introduced
another innovation in their program. In one of the last productions of the show,
they featured a boy and girl from the guard in a solo dance number. This has
become commonplace now but it was unique in 1984.

1985 brought about another major change for the Corps. It was decided to
present "Jesus Christ, Superstar" and, typical of the Knights to try something new,
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they completely changed their uniforms to a cadet style in purple and silver with a
large cross on the chest and shakoes with plumes. This was quite a surprise to the
other corps they had competed against because early on some didn't know who
they were! This uniform became so popular that the Corps continued to wear it,
or a variation of it, for the remainder of their existence. That year was significant
also because of a last-minute situation that prevented Larry Kerchner from doing
the arrangements. Gregg Neuleib, who was Knights Director at the time and had
done some arranging but nothing as ambitious as a complete book of a show like
Superstar, stepped in and wrote the show. The result was a complete success and
Gregg continued to do arrangement for the Knights.

The Knights were very active in sponsoring shows which gave local audiences an
opportunity to see corps from all over the country and give work to fellow corps.
The Spectacle of Brass in Geneseo ran for 20 years starting in 1969, and a second
show, Pageant of Drums, in Davenport/Bettendof, Iowa, was started in 1985 and
continued until the Knights went inactive in the mid-90's. Both shows were well
received and are still mentioned as one the most entertaining events to come to
the Quad City area.

It was decided to move the Corps to the Quad Cities in 1989. Geneseo was just
not a large enough community to continue to finance a competitive drum corps,
while the Quad Cities (with a combined population of over 300,000 and only 25
miles away) could provide a much larger base for fund raising and local
membership. It was hoped that this could bring the Corps back to the success it
had enjoyed in the early and mid 80's. Unfortunately, this did not prove to be a
History of the Knights - Page 5 of 6

A History of The Knights

by Bill Neuleib
reality. In 1991, because of dwindling membership and struggling finances, The
Knights decided to merge with another corps (Emerald Knights) in nearby Cedar
Rapids, la. who were having similar problems. This merger was, by agreement of
both Corps, to be for one season only and then a decision would be made if it
should continue. After the season, both corps were in agreement that the merger
did not work and decided to go on as they had before. Although small in numbers,
the next several years would show that The Knights would continue to put a solid
program on the field, and they continued to be a DCI/DCM touring corps
performing everywhere. In 1992, they played music from the movie "Robin Hood"
which was well received and the following year they brought back Jesus Christ
Superstar which earned them 4th place at DCI Championships in Division III. This
was significant since earlier in the season they had the kind of bus accident Corps
don't like to think about. They were on their way to a show in Ohio when a car
traveling at excessive speed ran a stop sign and hit one of the corps buses
broadside sending it rolling down an large embankment. The driver of the car was
killed instantly but miraculously there were no corps fatalities: only bruises and a
few broken bones.

The Knights went inactive in 1995 and their last competition was at the Illinois
State Fair which was ironic since their very first competition 29 years earlier
(1966) was in that same show!
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KEWANEE’S GREATEST BOOSTER
COMMANDER
Kent Sandberg

KEWANEE BLACK KNIGHTS
DRUM AND BUGLE CORPS

ADJUTANT
Chas. (Shorty) Olson

C. FORREST BAILEY, Director
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

CORPS MANAGER
Harold Follett
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Jack Cornelious
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Itinerary of the Black Knights
Circa Early 1950’s
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THE PERSONNEL OF THE KEWANEE CORPS

TOWNS THEY ARE FROM AND THE NUMBER OF YEARS THEY HAVE SERVED THE CORPS ARE:
KEWANEE

PROPHETSTOWN

Marvin Scott ......................
6
Elmer Lancaster Jr.......................
6
Roland Kiner ........................................7
Ronald Weberg ......
.7

GENESEO

Gene Chapman ........................................1
James Hartman ................................... 4
Kenneth Hamilton .............................. .4
Bill Neuleib ..........................................11

PEORIA

David Moore ..........................................1
Gary Brunner..........................................1
Elmer Schaufelberger .........................1
Roger Girkin ..........................................3
“Chuck” Bonner ................................... 3

MOLINE

Kenny Maier.....................................

American Legion Post 31 Drum Corps Commission with 11 years service: William Blewett, William Berg, K. L.
Buckley, George Sanders, George Craig, EmmetUStacy and K. C. Redebaugh.

THEIR RECORD
Illinois State Fair Championships, 1955 — 1957 — 1958 — 1959
State Contests: 4 seconds, two thirds in five years
Other contests in Illinois—10 firsts, 10 second, 5 thirds in five years.

NATIONAL DRUM CORPS COMPETITION
1952—
1953—
1954—
1955—

NEW YORK—17TH
ST. LOUIS—12TH
WASHINGTON D.C.—10TH
MIAMI, FLA.—9TH

1956—
1957—
1958—
1959—

LOS ANGELES, CALIF.—3RD
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J.—7TH
CHICAGO—10H
MINNEAPOLIS MINN.—??????

Black Knights Personnel in 1959

00

Kidd .......................................... 5

CO

Robert

<0 00

NEPONSET

GALVA
Irving Manning .....................................
Phil Schwab .........................................
John Haines .........................................
Ray Erickson .........................................
Irving Lindahl .....................................

CM

Billy Vancil ............................................ 1
Bob Kuzminski ...................................... 1
Jerry Frey .................................................1
Bill Newburn ........................................ 1
Everett Blake .......................................... 2
Duane Lempke ......................................2
Dean Strom ............................................ 2
Steve Borota .......................................... 2
Dave Raley ............................................ 3
Mike Somers .......................................... 3
Jim Conger ............................................ 3
George Murchison .......................... .....3
Tom Schertzer ......................................4
Don Foerder ............................................ 4
Bob Dumbauld ........................................ 5
Dick Whiles ............................................ 5
Jerry Nuding ..............
5
Gary Moss .................. ’.......................... 5

Eldon Krumnow ....................................5
Walt Kubiak ............................................ 6
Kenny Buffett ........................................ 6
Lloyd Melbourne ...........
6
Lenny DeReu ..........................................6
Marshall Heene ......................................8
Leon (PeeWee) Noll .........
8
Louie Wager .......................................... 9
Charles Olson .............................
11,
Kent Sandberg ......................................1.1
Bill Johnson .......................................... 11
Harold Follett ......................................11
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The Appearancea for 1961 to date include the following.
Memorial Day,
Parade Base Ball
State V# F* W# Convention
16th Dist# Convention
Contest
125 Year Celebration
Freedom Celebration
Altona
3rd Div* Legion Convention
State Legion Convention
Veterans Day State Fair
National Legion Convention

Parade,
Parade,
Parade & Contest
Parade
Contest
Concert
Parade
Parade
Parade
Parade & Contest
Contest
Parade 3c Contest

Kewanee 111*
E, Moline 111*
Rockford Ilie
Spring Valley
Racine Wise*
Geneseo 111*
Champaign 111*
Altona 111*
Canton 111*
Chicago 111*
Springfield ill*
Denver Colo#

Black Knights 1961 Itinerary

May 30,
June 4,
J une 10
June 18
July 1
July 2
July 4
July 8
July 9
July 29
Aug 13
Sept*10

Knights' 1979 Schedule
Sot., June 9 — Contest — Milwaukee, Wis.

Sun., June 10 — Concert, Great America — Gurnee, III.— and contest

in Naperville, III.
Fri., June 15 — Contest — Dubuque, la.
Sot., June 16 — Contest — Canton, III.

Sun., June 17 — Maple City Mu*ic Festival, Parade & Contest —
Geneseo, III.
Sun., June 24 — Contest — LaSalle, III.
Tburs., June 28 — "Meet The Knights" Night — Geneseo, III. (old athletic
field)
Sat., June 30 — Annual Knights Radiothon, WGEN — Geneseo, III.
Sun., July 1 — Parade & Contest — Dixon, III.
Wed., July 4 — Parade & Exhibition — East Moline, III.
Sat., July 7 — Parade & Contest — Skokie, III.
Sun., July 8 — Parade & Contest — West Chicago, III.

Sat., July 14 — American Legion State, Prelims & Finals — Elk Grove
Village, III.

Thurs., July 26 — Annual Knights Cornfest — Geneseo,
Sat. July 28 — DCM Prelims & Finals — DeKalb, III.
Tues., July 31 — Depart for U S. Open, Marion, Ohio.
Wed., Aug. 1 — Parade — Lake Forest, III.

Fri., Aug. 3 — U.S Open, Prelims & Finals — Marion, Ohio.
Sat., Aug. 4 — Contest — Indianapolis, Ind.
Sun., Aug. 5 — Parade & Contest — Ottawa, III.
Fri., Aug. 10 — Southern tour begins.
Sat., Aug. 11 — Momence, III.
Sun., Aug. 12 — Illinois State Fair Contest — Springfield, III.

Wed., Aug. 15 — DCI National Prelims — Birmingham, Ala.
Sun:, Aug. 26 — Parade — Moline, III.

Sat., Sept. 1 — Hog Capital Festival of Music, Parade & Contest —
(ewanee, III.
Mon., Sept. 3 — Parade — Toluca, III.
Sat., Sept. 8 — Awards Banquet — Geneseo, III.

Sun., July 15 — American Legion Parade — Chicago, III.

Fri., Sat., Sun., July 20-22 — Rehearsal Camp — LaFayette Park
District, LaFayette, III.

The Knights 1979 Itinerary

Black Knight Seniors from Start to the 1960's

1.

Abbott, Wayne

36. Goodnen, Bob

71. Niedzeela, Denny

2.

Adams, Bell

37. Graff, Maurie

72. Noll, Leon (Pee Wee)

3.

Alderman, Dick

38. Haines, John

73. Nuding,Jerry

4.

Aim, Brian

39. Headley, Dick

74. Olson, Charles

5.

Arthtngton, Larry

40. Headley, John

75. Packee, Denny

6.

Bailey, Charlie

41. Heene, Marshall

76. Peacock, Earl

7.

Bialobreski, John

42. Hocker,Tim

77. Powers, Cecil

8.

Blake, Everett

43. Hultslander, Lenny (Snake)

78. Raser, Raymond

9.

Blake, John

44. Hultslander, Gary

79. Reimer, Ed (Balls)

10. Bonner, Chuck

45. Hunt, Tyler

80. Sandberg, Kent

11. Borota, Steve

46. Ivey, Will

81. Schaub, Phil

12. Boswell, Benny

47. Johnson, Bill (Mother)

82. Schurtzer, Tommy

13. Browning, Graham

48. Johnson, Wallace

83. Scott, Pete

14. Buckley, Jan

49. Kidd, Bob

84. Smith, Neil

15. Buffett, Dick

50. Kiener, Dale

85. Snider, Larry

16. Buffett, Kenny

51. Kirts, Earl

86. Sturm, Milo

17. Buffett, Ron

52. Krumtinger,Tom

87. Strom, Dean

18. Canellos,Ted

53. Kubiak, Walt

88. Swearingen, Kenny

19. Carlson, Milt

54. Lancaster, Elmer

89. Swedman, Duane

20. Conner, Jim

55. Lindahl, Irv

90. Tharp, Ben

21. Cornilrjs, Jack

56. Lindbloom, Jack

91. VanWassenhove, Bernie

22. Costenson, Ken

57. Lindstrom, Duane

92. VanWassenhove, Dennie

23. Crawford, Bill

58. Lindstrom, Jack

93. Wager, Louie

24. Cunningham, Bob (Bubbles)

59. Manning, Irv

94. Weiberg, Ron

25. Cunningham, Bob Sr.

60. McElwain, Terry

95. Westlund, Bob

26. Currier, James

61. McKeever, Cliff

96. Wexler, Ed

27. Dean, Jerry

62. Melborne, Jake

97. Whiles, Virge

28. Derue, Lennie

63. Mercer,

98. Wilson, Al

29. Dumbauld, Bob

64. Moss, Dean

30. Erickson, Ray

65. Moss, Gary

31. Flostrom/Schneider, Babrara

66. Munson, Bill

32. Flostrom, Richard

67. Murchison, George

33. Flostrom, Victor

68. Myer, Ken

34. Follett, Harold

69. Neulieb, Bill

35. Gamble, Jerry

70. Newman, Jim

Kewanee Historical Society
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The Black Knights
Marching in Kewanee Nov 12,1956
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The Black Knights in Washington DC -1954

The Kewanee Black Knights Jr. Drum Corps

Kewanee Black Knights Jr. Drum Corps

Black Knights
Leon Noll and Harvey Eble

The Black Knights in 1951
In Front of the Kewanee Public Library
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The Black Knights-1964

The Black Knights at Nationals in Atlantic City

-1 9 5 7

Black Knights Marching in Front of the Boss HQ

Dear Member of Post 31:
Again this year the Kewanee Black Knights American Legion
Post 31 Drum and Bugle Corps are planning to attend the American Legion
National Convention, Parade and Contest in Los Angeles,
Since our organization in 1949, the Kewanee Drum and Bugle
Corps has been constantly gaining in National popularity and fame.
The National Contest was in New York City, in 1952, where we
placed 17th. In 1953 at St, Louis we came up to 13th place. In Washington,
D. C Kewanee placed 11th, and in 1955 we gained again at Miami, Fla.,
placing 9th in the finals.
The boys are working hard this year hoping to better their
National standing and do a great job of representing Kewanee.
The National Contest is on Sept. 2nd in the Los Angeles Coliseum,
with the Legion's big parade the following day.
The Los Angeles trip will almost double the annual expenses of the
corps, which were over $8800 in 1955. That amount of money was almost
entirely earned by the corps doing parades and contests.
This year our attendance in Los
your help. Please help us. We of the
greatly appreciate any contribution you
will be thankfully accepted and should
American Legion Post No, 31, Kewanee,

Angeles will only be possible with
corps and all of Kewanee would
could give us.. Donations
be sent to Ronald Buffett,

Hoping to represent American Legion Post 31 and Kewanee with a
fine show, we remain,
Yours truly,
Kent Sandburg
Ronald Buffett
Alan Wilson
Drum

Corps

Support for the Black Knights 1956
American Legion Post 31

Comm.

Sons Of Legion Corps Makes Hit /-/ <
At Peoria; To March Here Sunday

Presenting the snappy drum major and two girl twirlers of Kewanee Squadron Sons
of Legion drum corps which pleased the huge crowd at Peoria Thursday night. Shown
left to right are Miss Joan Berg, who won the twirlers’ contest at Peoria; drum major
Dean Peterson and twirler Beverly Busch.
The unit will march in the Legion Parade Sunday afternoon at Third Division con
vention and will appear in exhibition drill at the drum corps contest Sunday night at the
high school stadium. (Star-Courier Photo).

This Group Came before the Black Knights
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Legion Backs
Outstanding
Drill Team
Organized in 1949, the Black
Knights, the prize drum and bugle
corps of Kewanee Post No. 31 of
the American Legion, has become
one of the outstanding organiza
tions of its kind in America and
has brought state and national
fame to Kewanee.
Plans for the corps started in
1948 when William Blewett, com
mander of the Kewanee post, ap
pointed a committee to consider
the b i g project.
The com
mittee w7as composed of William
W. Berg, Fred Porter, Harold Follett, William Ellis and George
Sanders.
Legionnaire Frank McBride, di
rector of a former corps, was se
lected as director of the organiza
tion. The Knights made their first
public appearance June 28, 1949,
at a baseball game in Northeast
park and aroused enthusiasm with
the snap and preciseness of their
intricate formations.
Received

High

The corps has grown in numbers
and quality and is in much de
mand for public' appearances
throughout the midwest. The
Knights have narrowly missed top
honors on several occasions, los
ing to the North Chicago post by
six-tenths of a point at the state
fair and by two points to the
famous Commonwealth Edison
post at the state convention. On
both occasions, the Knights were
the popular choice of the thou
sands of persons who watched the
competition.
The climax to the proud
achievements of the Knights will
be reached on the last day of the
Centennial celebration when they
will be hosts to the leading corps
of Illinois in the afternoon parade
and in the competitive drills at
night in the high school stadium.

Praise

High praise was given the
Knights when they appeared at
the open house of the East MOline
Veterans’ hospital, the convention
of the 15th district of the Legion
at Galesburg and at the Moline
premiere of the motion picture
“The Rock Island Trail.”
The Knights appeared in com
petition for the first time June 4,
1950 at the Veterans’ hospital at
Dwight. With Joan Swedman aa
majorette, the Knights won first
honors in the Dwight parade, com
peting against many of the crack
Legion organizations of the state.
At the Quincy convention of the
Third Division of the Illinois Deapartment of the Legion, June 23,
; 1950, the Knights were again
ranked first over ten of the best
corps in the state and repeated this
victory at the convention of the
Second Division at Ottawa, Aug. 6.
Competing against scores of
crack outfits at the state conven
tion of the Legion in Chicago in
September, the Knights ranked
fourth in marching and second in.
(music.

American Legion Post 31
Backs the Black Knights

7~3~?2

History of Drum and Bugle
Corps Dates Back to 1939
The history of Kewanee’s fam- have been national finalists, at
| ed Black Knights, which will give the national American Legion
an exhibition for home town conventions. Only the top 12
i followers at the Midwest Parade corps are selected for the finals.
'of Champions Saturday evening During those years, their final,
| at the Kewanee High School standings have been 11th, 9th,
stadium, dates back to 1939.
3rd and 7th places, respectively.
I This was the year Kewanee Thirty-five to 40 of the nation’s
| Post 31, American Legion, decid- best corps compete annually in
jed to sponsor a Boy Scout drum the preliminaries to the national
land bugle corps. A year later finals.
(this became the S.A.L. (Sons of Taking 1957 as a typical year,
.American Legion) corps and won the Black Knights made 19 ap
i the state fair championship in pearances including 12 parades;
1940.
8 exhibitions and 7 contests. In
World War II then came along •those contests, they won 3 first
and eventually 37 of the 44 boys places, 2 second places, 1 third
were taken into the service. Af and a 7th place in the national
ter the war the boys came back finals.
as Legionnaires ready to reform
the corps.. Thus the Kewanee
American Legion Post 31 drum
and bugle corps were born ana
started rehearsing in 1948.
For the first three years, they
marched in uniforms consisting
of blue coveralls trimmed in
ect a name for the corps. The
white and white puttees. In
1951, a contest was held to sel
ect a name for the corps.. The
winning name selected by the
judges was Black Knights, after
the West Point cadets, known as
Black Knights of the Hudson.
Black uniforms with white trim
of the West Point cadet style,
were selected.
Starting with 1951, they have
marched in seven consecutive
state fair and state and national
American Legion contests. They
have been runnerup in the state
fair contests four times and were
champions in 1954, 1955 and
1957.
In the last four years, they

The Kewanee
Black Knights
July 3,1958

By Bev Stoner
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PART^^(continued from quite surprised, as they
last week’s edition)
The Corps was
marching 122 members
and was recognized as a
viable competitor, which
made 1983 the most suc
cessful season.
The
corps placed third in
DCM finals just behind
Madison and Phantom
Regiment and was ninth
at DCI regional prelims
in Whitewater. This was
significant because all
the DCI corps were there.
The Knights were among
the leaders at DCI East
held in Allentown, Penn
sylvania.
Because of the good
DCI regional position, it
was a disappointment
when the Corps failed to
make championship fi

didn’t know who they
were. The costume be
came so poplar that the
Corps continued to wear
it, or a variation for the
remainder of their exist
ence. A last minute situ
ation that prevented
Larry Kerchner from do
ing the arrangements
brought Gregg Neuleib,
who was the Knights Di
rector at the time to the
position of writing the
show. He had done some
arranging, but nothing as
ambitious as a complete
book of a show like Su
perstar. It was a success
and Gregg continued to
do arrangements for the
Knights.
The Knights wanted
local audiences to have

The Knights perform at a competition in 1979.
nals. Bill Neuleib was
named “Director of the
Year” by Drum Corps Mid
west due to the success
of the Corps that year.
“This was a tremendous
honor and the reality was
that I was fortunate to
represent a truly out
standing group of people
consisting of a dedicated
and talented staff, a
great group of talented
young people and an un
tiring support staff,”
proudly states Neuleib.
The DCI decided to
recognize support people
at the Championships
and The Knights had
Gene Hering, Dorothy
Johnson and Wayne
Huntley recognized for
their work and dedication
over the next several
years.
Even though The
Knights marched a
smaller corps in 1984,
they were still equally
talented and introduced
anther innovation in

nmnram A ^OV Rnd

an opportunity to see
corps frQm all over the
country and give work to
fellow corps, so they
sponsored the Spectacle
of Brass in Geneseo for
20 years, which began in
1969, and a second show,
Pageant of Drums, in
Davenport/Bettendorf,
Iowa, which began in
1985 and continued un
til the Knights went in
active in the mid-90’s.
The shows are still men
tioned as one of the most
entertaining events to
come to the Quad City
area.
Geneseo was not a
large enough community
to continue to finance a
competitive drum corps,
so it was decided to
move the Corps to the
Quad Cities in 1989. The
Quad Cities had a com
bined population of over
300,000 and only 25
miles away, they could
provide a much larger
base for fund raising and
local membership. The

similar problems.
Both Corps agreed
the merger was to be for
one season and then a
decision would be made
if it should continue. At
the end of the season,
they both agreed the
merger had not worked
and they decided to go on
as they had before.
The Knights were
small in numbers, but for
several years they con
tinued to put a solid pro
gram on the field, and
they continued to be a
DCI/DCM touring corps
performing everywhere.
In 1992, they played mu
sic from the movie
“Robin Hood’ which was
well received and the fol
lowing year they brought
back Jesus Christ Su

submitted photo

perstar, which earned
them fourth place at DCI
Championships in Divi
sion III. This was sig
nificant since earlier in
the season they had the
kind of bus accident
Corps don’t like to think
about. They were on
their way to a show in
Ohio when a car travel
ing at excessive speed
ran a stop sign and hit
one of the corps busses
broadside sending it roll
ing down a large embank
ment. The driver of the
car was killed instantly,
but miraculously there
were no corps fatalities,
only bruises and a few
broken bones.
The Knights went
inactive in 1995 and their
last competition was at
the Illinois State Fair,
which was ironic since
the veiy first competition
29 years earlier (1966)
was in that same show.
The drum and bugle
corps of today spend hundreds of thousands of

girl from the guard were
featured as a solo dance
number. Now this has
become quite common
place.
“Jesus Christ, Su
perstar” was chosen to
be presented in 1985.
The Knights completely
changed their uniforms
to a cadet style in purple
and silver with a large
cross on the chest and
shakoes with plumes.

change was made in
hopes that the success
in the early and mid 80’s
would return to the
Corps, but unfortunately
this did not prove b be a
reality.
In 1991, becaise of
dwindling membrship
and struggling finnces,
The Knights decied to
merge with anothc corps
(Emerald Knigls) in
nearby Cedar Epids,
t
who was a vine

reunion
committee,
joined the corps in 1958
at the age of 14 and
stayed a member until he
was 21. He was on the
staff from 1977 - 1984 as
a brass instructor, bus
driver and one of the
support people. He had
a role in many areas.
Bill
Neuleib
of
Geneseo, who gave me
this great story, taught
the horn class from 19661980. He was the busi
ness manager from 1970
- 1981 and was also the
Director for three years.
His son, Greg succeeded
him in the Director’s po
sition.
Bill says, “The drum
and bugle corps made the
kids responsible and
helped them in the com
petitive aspect. Compe
tition was the engine
that drives it. We use to
call it the ‘summer
games’. The competi
tions now are somewhat
done at a faster pace.
They take anywhere from
170-180
steps
per
minute.”
The Black Knights
used to perform in Aledo,
Illinois during the Fourth
of July Celebration and I
was lucky enough to
watch them many times.
Remember the competi
tions held at the KHS
football field during the
Hog Day Celebrations?
What an experience to
not only watch the com
petition, but to watch
them proudly march in
the Hog Day parade.
Whether you re
member them as the
Black Knights or just The
Knights, they have given
many of us some great
memories. We thank

Knights Article

dollars to stay involved
in competitions all
around the world. Many
corps rely on corporate
sponsors.
Many of you know
Walt
Kubiak
who
marched with The
Knights and taught
marching to the Jr. Corps
while they were in
Kewanee.

them for their hard work
and dedication to making
a name in the Drum and
Bugle Corps world that
will always be remem
bered.
Reservation dead
line for the reunion was
June 10, but if you
missed the deadline
please contact one of the
reunion members and
John you
can still attend.
VanDeWoestyne
of Visit their web site at
Geneseo, who is on the www. knightscorps. org.
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LEAVE FRIDAY—Several of the members of Kewanee’s Black Knights drum and
bugle corps are shown polishing up the instruments they will use when they appear at
the American Legion national convention in New York City next week. Shown are Milo
Sturm, Mickey McDermand and Loyal Kemper (left to right, rear) and Dean Kolberg,
Harvey Eby and Bill Busch (left to right, front).

Black Knights Heading for New York

KEWANEE'S WHITE-PLUMED Black Knights put the clincher on yesterday afternoon's VFW state encampment parade. The last
unit in the parade, the Knights seems to be improved over last year. Note the crowd dosing in behind to follow the fetching music of the
Kewanee drum and btiglc corps.—Staff photos by Brooke Lemburg «nd Carl Mercer.

Black Knights in a Parade - June 22,1952

THE STAR-COURIER CEINTENNIAL EDITION______________________ ___________________________ _

________ _____ —-----—
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State, National Honors to Kewanee

THE PRIDE OF KEWANEE—This picture of the Black
Knights, “The Pride of Kewanee,” was taken in May,
1951, just after the boys had donned their new uniforms
for the first time. Since that time many changes have
been made in the personnel of the corps and the group

has how grown to.64 members, including the color guard,
the quartermaster corps and the six-man committee.
The Knights have brought state and national honors to
Kewanee Jay virtue of their successful competition
against outstanding drum and bugle corps of the nation

The Black Knights in the 1954 Centennial Edition of the Star Courier
Photo is from 1951

ON JULY 4 PROGRAM—Shown are the American Legion’s Black Knights (above)
who will participate in the city-wide celebration of Independence Day at the high school
athletic field, July 4. Under the direction of Frank McBride, the Knights will present a
drill and will be inspected by Col. R. T. Rayborn and Lts. Fred Linn and Robert Crostarosa, local reserve officers The Knights will also parade in Streator at noon, July 4.

Black Knights - July 4th 1951 Celebration
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Black Knights Place
6th At Legion Contest
MON 0 AV*5 0 M'S 5*?

The Kewanee BlackKnights
Junior Drum and Bugle Corp
won sixth place honors at the
Illinois American Legion State
Contest, held this weekend at
Elk Grove High School, near
Chicago.
Sixteen junior drum and bu
gle corps were entered in the
event, all coming from within
Illinois. All but eight were
eliminated from competition
on Saturday morning, July 25,
the Black Knights ranked
sixth in the top eight corps.
In releasing the preliminary
platings, Gordon Mercer,

was routed down Michigan
Avenue in Chicago. The corps
returned home Sunday after
noon.
Next Saturday, Aug. 1, the
Black Knights will be in Brad
ley (111.) for the Illinois Asso
ciation Junior Drum and Bu
gle Corp Championship.

Kewanee Black Knights
1970 News Clipping

, Iff., Wednesday, August 2Q; 1956

READY FOR COMPETITION—A total of 46 members of where they will compete for top honors in the country,

the Kewanee Black ^Sights Drum and Bugle Corps await Two private cars will carry the local corps to California,
the train at Moline Tuesday which will take them to Los A total of 24 wives are accompanying the group.
Angeles and the'American Legion National convention
Black Knights News Clipping - August 29,1956

Black Knighls Pose Colorful Picture
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KEWANEE'S BLACK KNIGHTS—American Legion Post No. 'Si’s famed

Black Knights drum and bugle corps, which is ranked among the first
ten corps in the nation, is the subject of a story in the national magazine,
‘‘Drum Corps World.” The fast stepping, flashily clad Black Knights

Honor Black Knights Corps
In National Magazine Article

Kewanee’s pride and joy, the
Black Knights drum. and bugle
corps, has been awarded anoth-;
er honor, this timfe in the form
of an article and picture in the
“Drum Corps World,” a nation
al magazine.
The local group’s picture ini
full attire was printed on the
cover of the magazine published
in Chicago last month.
On page four, the Black
Knights are the subject of a long
article stating the complete his
tory of the corns.
“The
Kewanee
Black
Knights,” states the magazine,
“had its beginning in 1938 when
Po;st 31, American Legion took
a Boy Scout corps under its su
pervision and sponsorship, pro
viding new instruments and uni
forms and competent direction.
The next- three years saw the
corps grow and become ope of1
the outstanding junior corps of
the state.”
“After the war, the men re
turned to Kewanee to form a
senior corps. After three years
of hard work, recruiting and
practicing the Black Knights
were born. Eight towns have
representatives in the corps in-

.

have been a hit with crowds wherever they have appeared this year and
are a definite asset to the community as the fame of the Kewanee organi
zation spreads throughout the nation.

mcluding Galva, Geneseo,;
Prophetstown, Moline, Peoria,,
Neponset, Lacon and one man!
from Rockford, a distance of 80!
miles from Kewanee.”
“The corps was tabbed the
Black Knights in a public name
contest held in 1950. The pre
dominating color of the uniform
is indicated in the title. They
are solid black with cadet type
jackets. The entire outfit is
trimmed in white,.”
“The Black Knights,” contin
ues the article, “have advanc
ed from just another corps in
1950 to one of the top 10 corps
in the nation, taking pinth place
at the National Legion Conven-.
tion at Miami, Fla. last year'
The Knights of medieval history
were never cockier, nor more
impressive in uniform and pos
ture than this group of 50 men
who are reaching the peak of
accomplishment in drum corps
circles.”
The magazine uses the simile;
“peacocks of peacetime pageant
ry” to describe the Knights.

Black Knights gif'
Plan Fund Drive

Plans for a fund-raising cam
paign to finance the trip of Ke
wanee’s famed drum and bugle
corps, the Black Knights, to the
national American Legion con
vention, were formulated at a!
committee meeting Wednesday
morning.
A group, headed by William
W. Berg, met in the Chamber of
Commerce offices to discuss!
plans.
It was announced that a sum'
of $6,000 is needed to send the,
Black Knights to San Francisco.;
where the national competition^
will be held late this month.
Last year the corps placedj
ninth nationally at Miami, Fla. j
Details of the campaign to j
raise funds will be revealed at a j
future committee meeting.

Black Knights News Clippings from August 1956

— The Kewanee Black Knights presented an exhibition
. t the Midwest Parade of Champions at Kewanee Stadium Sunday night. The Black
Knights were scored bv the judges but were not entered in the competition. Five
drum and bugles corps from Missouri, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Illinois appeared in
the competition with the Racine (Wis.) Boys of ’76 taking the first place with a 79.1
point total. (Star-Courier Photo by Jerry Mursener)

BLACK KNIGHTS APPEAR

Kewanee Black Knights

Black Knights Are
3rd Best in Nation
Kewanee’s Black Knights drum:184.400 points; Racine (Wis.) Post
and bugle corps ^ron a rating of I! 76, 82.950; Harvey W. Seeds Post
third , best in the nation as three 29, Miami (Fla.) 80.916; Spirit of
senior drum and bugle corps St. Louis Post 77, St. Louis,
irom Illinois walked off with the 79.350; Hamon Gray Post 83, La
lion’s share of $4,850 in cash Porte, (Ind.)78.333; Edison Post
awards at the American Legion’s 187,/ Detroit, 77.016; Robert Guy
annual “Parade of Champions” Ayers Post 211 Portland (Ind.)
competition at Los Angeles on 76.733; Post 791, San Jose, Calif.,
Sunday.
76.583; Post 28, Durango, Colo.,
Representatives of Skokie. Post 75.383.
320 successfully defended their
Kankakee’s Post 85 color
crown scoring 91.35.0 points and guard won the national color
winning $1,200. Trailing, but not
by much, were Chicago’s Com guard championship for the
monwealth Edison Post 118 and fourth time in si* years. The
Kewanee’s Black Knights of Post white-garbed unit scored 97.65
out of a possible 100 points Sat
31.
Commonwealth Edison scored urday. The 10-man group also
88.066 points and won second wop the title in 1951, 1953 and
place m^ney of $1,000. The Black 1954.
Knights'-earned 85.233 points and Moore-Irvin Post 359 of-Richreceived third place money of mond, 111., took second place with
$750.
96.60 points and Chicago Nation
The other nine contestants, al Bank Post 985 was third with
each of whom won at least $150, 94.30 to give Illinois a clean
finished in this order:
sweep of top honors in both con
Stratford (Conn.) Post 42, tests.

September 4,1956

Returning Black Knights
Greeted by 50-Car Cavalcade
Returning members of the
award winning Kewanee Black
Knights drum and bugle corps
were met at the train station in
Rock Island by a cavalcade of
Kewanee dignitaries, families and
friends this morning.
The cavalcade was led by
Henry County Sheriff George
Nelson, and included Elwyn
Swanson, president of the Ke
wanee Chamber of Commerce;
Eber Jernberg Jr., Chamber of
Commerce secretary; Commis
sioner Harold Hill, Police Chief
Clyde Rorah, and Elwood Scandrette and Phil Miler of Station
WKEI.

Black Knights 3rd
Best in Nation
Kewanee — Illinois Drum and
Bugle Corps swept the competi
tion at the National American
Legion Convention in Los Angeles
Sunday night, with Skokie Inj dians winning first place, the
Commonwealth-Edison Cops sec
ond, and Kewanee’s famed Black
Knights finished as the third best
corps in the nation. The Black
Knights will be awarded $350 in
prize money.
The Black Knights were guests
Monday at the Kewanee picnic
held in Los Angeles, the event
being held. each year on Labor
Day.

September 14,1956

With sirens blowing, they pro
ceeded to German’s Oil Station
west of town on Rt. 78, where
they were met by 20 more car
loads of friends and relatives.
By the time the cavalcade reach
ed Kewanee, there were more
than 50 cars in the line.
The Corps returned from San
Francisco and Los Angeles,
Calif., where they successfully
competed in two major drum
corps competitions. At the Golden
Gate Invitational Meet, they
placed third behind their old
rival, Commonwealth Edison of
Chicago, who placed second, and
the Racine, Wis., Boy Scouts. I
In Los Angeles, they competed
in the National American Legion
;Drum and Bugle Corps Contest,
where they also received third
place. Another Illinois rival,
Skokie, came in first, and Com
monwealth Edison received sec-/
ond place. The three corps woij
over ,16 other state champion:/
including Miami, Fla., and th/.
Connecticut Yankees from Strat
ford, Conn.
Their only disappointment wf
that they were unable to appe?\
at Disneyland on Monday s\
scheduled, as they did not finish
in the annual Legion parade
time to meet their schedule at the
jfamed park.

September 8,1956

EDITORIALS
The Black Knights,
Nation’s Third Best

The Kewanee Black Knights Drum andBugle Corps, sponsored by Kewanee Post
31, American Legion, is today the toastof the city.
The Knights have added to their long
list of laurels third place honors in. the j
annual ‘‘Parade of Champions” competi
tion at Los Angeles, Calif., and third
place in the invitational competition at1
San Francisco.
Actually, it was a battle this year of
top-notch Illinois corps for national hon
ors, with the Knights’ traditional rivals,
Skokie and Chicago’s Commonwealth Ed- j
ison Corps taking first and second places
respectively. The Illinois posts were the
class of the contest over nine other con
testants, the cream of the crop in U. S.
drum and bugle corps competition. Add
ing more honors to Illinois was Kankakee
Post 85 which won the color guard cham
pionship for the fourth time in six years.
The Kewanee Black Knights have made
a large contribution to putting “Kewanee”
on the map. They have been consistent
winners in recent years, but their showing
in California over the best corps in the
nation, all from larger cities, was the
highlight of their career. We are certain
that many former Kewaneeans now liv
ing in California who saw the Knights in
action were thrilled by their performance.;
The City of Kewanee has no finer am- j
bassadors of good will than the Black I
Knights. They are deserving of the great-!
est commendation and heartfelt thanks of
all of our citizens. Pride in their phenome
nal success is shared by everyone.

September 5,1956

American Legion
Hears Report on
Drum 6orps Trip
Regular meeting of Kewanee
Legion Post 31 was held Monday
at the Legion hall with Com
mander Thomas C. Pierce pre
siding.
■ .
Ronald Buffett gave a report
on the drum corps’ trip to the
National Legion convention and
competition. Sixty-eight people
made the trip. In Los Angeles a
group of former Kewaneans
furnished cars and trucks for the
group. He also told of the royal
welcome the corps received when
they were- meT in Moline by a
large group and’escorted homev

~ Leonard DeReu, delegate to the
National convention, gave a re
port of the convention. Ronald
Buffett, member of the Scout
committee, gave a report of the
Scout trip to Wisconsin last!
month.
Membership was announced as
125 for 1957. Sick call, report
showed that Charles Bates and
Merle Clark are patients at Ke
wanee St. Francis hospital.
County Legion meeting will be
held this evening in Geneseo,
and the county Legion officers
school will be held in Galva on
Sept. 22.

September 18,1956

Black Knights News Clippings

Bill Andrew and
the ‘Pensacola
Breakdown’
I was "Dave from
Dallas." He was Bill
Andrew (without the "s").
Those were the nicknames
we gave each other when
we were both working
with the Black Knights
Junior Drum & Bugle
Corps, and whenever our
paths crossed over the
years, those were the salu
tations exchanged.
Bill died at his hotne in
rural
Galva
Sept. 15.
He was 67.
His wide
smile and
endless
enthusi
asm will
be missed
in
Kewanee,
Andrew
where he
graduated
from Wethersfield High
School in 1961, and
LaFayette, where he once
served as mayor and land
scaper at the nursery.
Ironically, I had a
chance to dine and remi
nisce about the "good old
days" with a group of
junior corps alumni I hap
pened to meet at Pizza Hut
Hog Days weekend. Many
of the former members
have kept in touch and get
together now and then.
Some of the memories
shared were of Bill.
The junior corps was a
reinvention of the leg
endary but by then dis
banded Kewanee Black
Knights senior drum and
bugle corps. It was orga
nized (I believe) in 1966 as
a youth organization by
several former members
of the senior corps with
about 70 members coming
from many surrounding
communities. Rehearsals
were held weekly on the
practice field across from
KHS stadium.

By the time I got
involved as volunteer pub
licity director in 1969,
Dick Headley of Galva and
Gordon Mercer of Buda
were co-directors. They
brought Andrew, another
former member of the
senior corps, on board as
personnel manager. He
was young, fresh put pf
the Marine Corps, tall,
good looking (but married)
and with a personality the
kids took to immediately.
The corps' first major

Around
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project was in 1970, rais
ing funds for its first trip
to the VFW national con
test being held that year in
Miami, Fla.
The biggest fundraiser
was the Black Knights
Telethon, held one evening
in the studios of WKEI on
the fourth floor of Hotel
Kewanee (now Parkside
Apartments).
Former announcer
Eldon Q. Johnson returned
to the air for the first time
since leaving the station
several years earlier to
emcee the event which
included interviews with
Knights members, staff
(including Andrew), par
ents and business leaders
and others dropping off
checks. The kids manned
the phones. Others taking
part were State Sen.
Kenny Davidson of
Kewanee, State Rep. Toby
Barry of Ladd and a young
state representative from
Toulon named Jim Nowlan.
We raised the bare mini
mum needed, rented
1940s-vintage buses, and
entered a number of drum
and bugle corps competi
tions on the way to Miami
to make enough money to
get home. We stayed
overnight at a grade
school and competed the
next day in Metairie, La.
just west of New Orleans,
then headed for Pensacola,
Fla., for the next contest
as we worked our way
toward Miami.
I've always referred to

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS
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Illinois.
I'll never forget, we all gath
ered, kids, chaperones, and staff,
in a dimly lit school cafeteria and
had to decide whether to give up,
turn around and go back home, or
figure out a way, with only one
bus, how to go on to Miami and the
national contest.
Finally, it was Bill Andrew who
probably went back to his training
as a Marine and stood up and
asked the kids if, after all their
months of work and planning, they
really wanted to give up and go
home.
"No!" was the resounding reply.

We put as many kids as would
fit on the remaining bus, which by
now was tilting down on one side
but still running, and the equip
ment truck and sent them on to
Miami. The older members and
adults got there just about any
way they could. I got a seat on a
Greyhound bus and rode the rest
of the way to our hotel on Collins
Avenue, where we all were to
meet.
The Black Knights did not make
the finals, but got to march in the
VFW parade. We also got to sit in
the Orange Bowl and watch the
finals which was pretty neat for a
bunch of smalltown kids.
Undaunted and with better plan
ning gained from painful experi
ence, the following year the
Knights headed for Dallas and the
1971 VFW national contest.
On the way, I sat in the back of

the equipment truck and ham
mered out stories on our last com
petition and phoned it back to
WKEI and the Star Courier from
the next place we stopped that had
a phone. It was on that trip that
Andrew gave me the moniker
"Dave from Dallas," referring to
the tag line I used on my radio
reports.
I started calling him "Andrew
(without the "s") simply as a way
to remember how his named was
spelled.
I skipped the trip in 1972, but
made the journey to nationals in
1973 in Boston, which was again
led by Bill.
Later, I worked with Andrew, as
mayor of LaFayette, as the village
organized Reunion Days, a festival
inspired by America's
Bicentennial in 1976.
Bill moved to Bloomington,

what hjmnpinftd thprp* as

the "Pensacola
Breakdown." One of the
two aged buses broke
down and could not be
fixed in time to keep us on
schedule. It had been
about a week since we left
Kewanee and the kids,
many of whom were away
from home for the first
time, were exhausted and
several had been ill. One
girl had to be hospitalized
and was flown back to

▼ See Around town, pageA4

Black Knights - The Pensacola Breakdown

where he was promotions director
for the Pantagraph. By then, I was
at the Star Courier and we
exchanged calls from time to time.
In later years, he returned to
LaFayette where he was associat
ed once again with the LaFayette
Home Nursery until his retire
ment a few years ago. We also
became reacquainted through the
LaFayette United Methodist
Church where he and his wife,
Claudia, were active.
It's hard to believe that Bill is
gone, because he was so full of
life. His exuberance spread to
those around him, as it did to the
teenagers he inspired in the drum
corps and the residents of
LaFayette he lead when they orga
nized an annual village festival.
This is "Dave from Dallas" with
a final farewell to Bill Andrew
(without the "s").

Knights' trophies
Knights Drum and Bugle Corps
business manager Bill Neuieib poses
with the trophies the Knights won this
past season, included in the ‘’haul” are
a pair of championship trophies for
their winning efforts at the State Fair

Republic photo

competition and the Kewanee Pork
Festival. The corps was also a finalist
in Drum Corps International compete
tion.
The trophies are on display in the
window of Neuieib Insurance.

Knights Business Manager Bill Neuieib -1974

Once A Knight...""
Always A Knight
They would rather we told
you about the kids who
march, or the parents who
boost.
Instead we‘re going to tell
you about them — past
members of the Knights
Drum & Bugle Corps weaned
on drill and music, now the
backbone of the corps'
instructional staff. The
students are now the
teachers.
Most drum corps rely on
professional and semi
professional instruction, and
the Knights were no different
— until a few years ago.
A particular group of kids
"graduated"; passed 21, the
maximum eligibility age to
march in the corps.
To these young people
drum corps held special
meaning. They enjoyed the
relationships they had built,
the fundamentals they had
learned, and wanted to instill
esprit de corps in the coming
generation of Knights.
John Van DeWoestyne of
Geneseo marched and

played horn for eight seasons
between 1968 and 1976. Now
he instructs the horns,
He agrees that outside help
is needed, but the “alumni''
have grown up together and
have the experience of
working as a unit,
Jim Wildemuth of
Annawan goes back to 1967.
He played the tribales when
the Knights stepped off the
starting line at the Illinois
State Fair,
Jim's been teaching
percussion since 1975. after a
stint in the Army. Wildemuth
says he likes to work with the
kids and see them progress,
The Knights were of national
champion caliber when Jim
marched and he would like to
help them attain that level
again,
John Headley of Kewanee
goes back to the Black
Knights Senior Corps, which
he joined in 1965, just a year
before the junior corps was
formed.
Drum corps is something
John has always loved.

CHRIS CINNAMON -

“I got a lot out of it —
maturity, responsibility, the
opportunity to travel."says
Headley. Now he helps
rehearse the drills.
Cal and Rhonda Korth of
Geneseo have drum corps to
thank for starting a
friendship that grew into
marraige.
Cal. formerly of Galva,
marched from 1966 to 1975,
Rhonda (formerly Rhonda
Pearson) marched from 1971
to 1976. In 1975 they led the
corps as drum major and
color guard captain, respec
tively and now Cal is chief
instructor and Rhonda
teaches the color guard.
“Skip” and Dorothy
Johnson of Buda have what
could be called a “drum
corps family."
Their three children, Julie,
John and Jeannie, marched
with the corps.
John and Jeannie are now
on the staff while Dorothy
serves as quartermaster and
“Skip" teaches horns.

Mrs. Johnson said, “At this
house, drum corps is all we
talk about all year long.
Every time we sit down to a
meal, there’s talk about
drum corps. "
Other former members
turned instructor include two
percussionists: Chris
Cinnamon, formerly of
Toulon, now music teacher at
VIT near Ipava, and Doug
Anderson of Mineral.
Once bitten by the “drum
corps bug" it’s hard to get it
out of your system. Every
time you hear the cadence
and the mellophones fill the
air. a tingle rolls up and down
your spine.
And that's the way it is
with the former members of
the Knights.
Within the Knights is a
group called the “Round
Table” whose members
declare to always help the
corps thrive and grow.
Knights director Ken
Hamilton says the former
members are as dedicated
and capable a staff as you
will find with any corps in the
country.
And now they are
construction workers,
teachers, farmers and
waitresses — but there is a
part of this unusual
brotherhood that always has
and always will belong to the
Knights.

Checks the beat

Once a Knight Always a Knight 1979

Knights plan first-ever reunion
X

It’s been 40 years since for
mer members of the disbanded
Kewanee Black Knights senior
drum and bugle corp got
together to organize a junior
corps for kids ages 13 to 21,
and 11 years since the last ver
sion of that organization — the
Quad City Knights — deacti
vated.
After several unsuccessful
efforts to put together a
reunion of as many as possible
who were involved in the
Knights Drum & Bugle Corps
during those 29 years, “The
Big One,” as it is code-named,
is finally scheduled for Sunday,
July 2, at the Moline Holiday
Inn.
Former member Tim Wells
of Geneseo, a member of the
reunion committee, said this
week there is a big push to get
the word out to anyone who
marched, instructed, was on
the staff, or volunteered
between 1966 and 1995 because
this may be the only time such
an event takes place.
Quite a bit of groundwork

tee would still like to get your
current information in their
data base.
The deadline for reservafor the reunion is June

OUEIfl
town

10.

The history of what was
known as “the junior corps,” is
divided into three periods —
Kewanee, Geneseo and Quad
Cities — the three cities where
organization was based,

Dave Clarke

has already been laid on the
reunion website at
www.knightscorp.org which
includes a huge directory of email addresses from former
Knights people who have been
located. There’s also informa
tion and a registration form on
the reunion for those just find
ing out about it. Wells said an
appeal also is being made for
photos, recordings, programs,
sheet music, souvenirs, any
memorabilia which can be
posted on the website and/or
displayed at the reunion. Tim
can be reached at Wells Fargo
Bank, P.O. Box 270, 121 W.
First St., Geneseo, 111., 61254,
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outgrowing one and moving to the next
as the need grew for more members and
money.
The birthplace and sentimental home
town of the Knights, however, has
always been Kewanee.
After the Kewanee Black Knights,
composed of adult male members, dis
banded after earning a national reputa
tion between 1951 and 1964, one of the
former members, Marshall Heene of
Kewanee, felt there was still a need for
a drum corp in the area and promoted
the idea of forming a junior corps,
according to former instructor and
director Bill Neuleib of Geneseo, who
had also been a member of the senior
unit. The youth movement in drum
corps was just beginning around the
country in the mid ‘60s and many of the
aging senior corps were giving way to
and promoting junior versions.
The Black Knights Junior Drum &
Bugle Corps was formed in 1966 and
saw its first competition at the Illinois
State Fair where it announced its arrival
on the competition circuit by making

THE BLACK KNIGHTS Junior Drum & Bugle Corps pose for a group
photo in Miami’s Flamingo Park in August of 1970 during preliminaries of
the VFW nationals, the first major trip for the group which was organized
in Kewanee in 1966. This photo was taken by then-director of the corps,
Dick Headley, formerly of Galva and now of Kewanee.

or by e-mail at
tim.m.wells@wellsfargo.com.
Anyone who knows the
whereabouts of a former

the finals.
In 1970, a grassroots fund-raising
effort helped the 80-member corps to
make its first major trip to the VFW
Nationals in Miami Beach. The next
year, Dallas was the destination and
Boston the year after that.
The corps dropped “Black” from its
name in 1972 to avoid confusion with the
Black Knights of Belleville, and became
known simply as The Knights. They
were one of the first corps to convert
from traditional cadet-style to themebased uniforms wearing a knight’s tunic
with a cross on the front. The musical
program also was changed from a vari
ety of songs to selections which fol
lowed the theme, in this case “Camelot.”
The Knights moved from Kewanee to
Geneseo in 1973 and continued to grow,
achieving their most successful season
in 1983, according to Neuleib. That year
they marched 122 members and placed
third in DCM (Drum Corps Midwest)
finals, behind the prestigious Madison
Scouts and Rockford’s Phantom
Regiment. During the decade, the
Knights became a touring corps making
summer-long swings to competitions
across the U.S. and Canada.
In 1989, the corps felt it had outgrown
Geneseo and decided to relocate to the
Quad Cities. Things didn’t quite work

marching or staff member also
is urged to contact the commit
tee. Whether or not you can
attend the reunion, the commit-

out the way they planned, according to
Neuleib. In 1991, due to dwindling mem
bership and finances, the Knights
entered into a one-year trial merger
with another down-on-its-luck corp, the
Emerald Knights of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa.
When that didn’t work out, the
Knights went back on their own with
moderate success until 1995 when the
demands of maintaining a nationally
competitive corps grew too heavy, num
bers began to decline, and the group dis
banded.
In a bit of historic irony, their last
competition in 1995 was at the Illinois
State Fair, the same place a little junior
corps from Kewanee launched itself
onto the world stage 29 years earlier, in
1966.
I traveled with the Knights from 1968
to 1973 as publicity manager and have
some great stories which I’ll be sharing
in the weeks and months between now
and the 40th reunion.
It was a remarkable organization
made up of amazing people — most of
them still in high school at the time. I’m
glad to see someone is finally successful
in bringing as many people as possible
from the various eras together for “happily-ever-aftering” about those Knights
of “Camelot.”

Knights Plan Reunion
From the March 15,2006 Star Courier

When three worlds collide
Kewanee, Geneseo, Quad Cities eras shaped
history behind Knights Drum Corps reunion
being dubbed “The Big
One” — the first, and possi
It’sbly
the last time anyone who

had anything to do with the
Knights Drum & Bugle Corps
will be together in one place at
one time.
More than 200 reservations
from at least 10 states had
been received at last report
for the 40th anniversary
reunion set for July 2 in
Moline of the junior drum
corps (never, never call it a
band) based in Kewanee,
Geneseo and the Quad Cities
between 1966 and 1995.
Anyone out there who
marched or worked with the
corps, or knows the where
abouts of anyone who did, is
urged to contact the reunion
committee, whether they can
make it July 2 or not. If you
would like to “resurface,” or
have info on a former Knights
member, contact Tim Wells at
(309) 944-5664 or e-mail
tim.m.wells@wellsfargo.com.
Reunion attendance aside, the
committee would like to get as
many former members, staff
and volunteers in its database
as possible.
The group started as the co
ed Black Knights Junior Drum
& Bugle Corps, formed in
Kewanee in 1966 by former
members of the disbanded, all
male Black Knights senior
drum corp. For seven years,
from 1966 through 1973, they
rehearsed throughout the sum
mer two nights a week on the
Maple Avenue practice field
west of the Kewanee High
School stadium. On weekends
the corps members, ages 13 to
21 who gave up summer jobs
and relied on bake sales and
other fund-raisers as well as
their parent’s pocketbooks,
traveled around the Midwest
competing for trophies and
enough cash to pay for busses
and gas.
The activity took an unbe
lievable amount of time, disci
pline and commitment for
individuals in their teens in
perpetual pursuit of a near
flawless show. They were ordi
nary kids from small towns
and farms, together their
music and precision made
even the most unmusical
among us tingle when they
took the field or marched in a
parade.
During the “Kewanee era,”
the corps grew to around 80
members from 12 surrounding
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communities and made major
trips to national competitions
in Miami, Dallas and Boston.
In 1972, the corps dropped
“Black” from their title to
avoid confusion with a
Belleville corps of the same
name. Also gone was the
cadet-style uniform replaced
by old English “costumes” and
the Camelot theme.
By 1973, funding sources
were wearing thin so the
corps, now called just “The
Knights,” moved its base of
operations to Geneseo to be
closer to the lucrative Quad
Cities market and a larger
population base. Drum corps
was becoming big business
with big shows and bigger
budgets.
Geneseo was home the
longest — 16 years — but by
1989, they had also outgrown
resources there and saw a
move directly to the Quad
Cities as the best way to sur
vive.
The move did not produce
all the results the corps had
hoped for and, after several
successful years, the financial
and physical burden of creat
ing, supporting and conducting
a drum corp had become too
much. In 1995, the Knights
finally ceased operations.
That the Knights, in their
various locations, lasted near
ly 30 years is, however, quite
an accomplishment. Looking
over old programs from some
of the many contests in which
they competed, one sees the
names of corps that only last
ed a few years, or were long
gone by the time the Knights
finally threw in the flag.
Many of those who gather
July 2 will never have met.
Those who marched in 1970
have different stories than
those from 1992, but one thing
they all have in common is the
corps itself. The only thread
through all the years is retired
Geneseo insurance agency

▼ see Around town / A3

owner Bill Neuleib.
Neuleib marched with
the old Black Knights
senior corps, then served
as horn instructor
throughout the 29 years
the junior corps was in
existence.
Displays of memorabil
ia — show programs,
instruments, uniforms,
photos and many other
items — will be set up in
the ballroom of the
Holiday Inn in Moline
and divided by era —

Kewanee, 1966-73;
Geneseo, 1973-1989; and
Quad Cities, 1989-1995.
Recordings of shows
from past seasons will be
playing and CDs of
Knights music will be
available.
The main banquet
begins at 7:30 p.m. and
will feature an audio
visual presentation by
former Knights Steve
Scherer, now the Geneseo
High School band direc
tor, and John
VanDeWoestyne, also of
Geneseo. It will be a day
of sharing laughs, tears
and stories with the old
gang, meeting new
“cousins” in the extended

Knights family, and re
inforcing the bond shared
by everyone ever
touched by drum corps.
Many have stayed
friends, some even mar
ried.
Former member Gregg
Neuleib is organizing a
golf outing at Indian
Bluff Golf Course in
Milan, for Saturday, July
1, and can be reached at
(309) 944-4383, or
neul@qconline. com.
If you are a former
Knights member, or know
of someone who is, or
just want to revisit the
Knights, check out the
website at
www.knightscorps.org.

Knights Reunion
From the June 7,2006
Star Courier

There are links with old
photos, addresses on
refound members, and
updates on the reunion,
in addition to other infor
mation.
Members of the
Knights Reunion
Committee, all former
marching members, are
Christine and Eric
Ashcraft, Rhonda
(Pearson) Gainey, Angela
(Rocycki) Howard, Brian
Irons, Julie (Morris)
Irons, Kathy (Scherer)
Kinyon, Gregg Neuleib,
Jane (Neuleib) Scherer,
Steve Scherer, Jackie
(Favre) Skiles, Mike
Skiles and John
VanDeWoestyne.

03

CO

0
!■

c
c

CO
+3

o
0)

5

n

0)

0

o

o

>»

o

c

■ HU

o
o
0

£
0

W)

■■■■

c

*

0
°§l§
£<5£
9 QQ^-

**P~ $

/ *P 1 5 ^ ^

Famed Black Knights gather after 40 years
E By Jim Nowlan

If you were bom
p after 1950, you probably
missed a spine-tingling
chill as the nationally
renowned Kewanee
Black Knights senior
dmm and bugle corps
marched off the line,
ramrod straight and the
precision of a Swiss
watch, 35 horns pierc
ing the air with a
bracing blast of rich
harmonics, color guard
flags unfurled in a blaze
of rapid movement.
From 1949-64, the
Black Knights served
Kewanee as ambassa
dors of music to
America, from the LA
Coliseum to Miami and
metropolitan New York.
Almost a hundred of'
“the corps” and their
came back for
Sesquicentennial and a
flood of good times
memories at the
Kewanee American
Legion. Dick and Bea
Clark remembered
listening with awe as
(as this
writer did) and in
appreciation, the couple
organized the first ever
reunion of our own
Black Knights.
“You had to be
really good to get into
the Black Knights,”
recalls Kewaneean Ted
Canellos, a member of
the color guard in the
1960s. “People waited
in line.”
and sponsored by the
Legion, with
support from the VFW
and the community, the
corps recruited musi
cians age 21 and over
from Peoria, Ottawa and
the Quad Cities, but
the Kewanee area
members predominated.
they good?

You better believe
it. The Black Knights
in the national
finals nine years in a
row in the 1950s and
early ’60s, and against
corps with endless
money provided by
deep-pockets corporate
sponsors like the
Hamms Indians of
Minneapolis and the
Commonwealth Indians
of Chicago.
In the Kewanee
Legion, a wall-size
photo of the 1956
Knights compels the
eye. Looking 9-feet tall
in their stove-pipe
helmets arrayed in a V-

Black Knights point to their younger likenesses on the wall at the Kewanee American Legion, from a photo of the 1956
corps in Los Angeles. From the left: John Townsend, Los Angeles, CA; Bobbie Dumbauld, Prophetstown; Bill
Neuleib, Geneseo; Bill Schaub, Rockford, Irv Lindahl, Wyoming, and Walt Kubiak, Kewanee.
included Ray Erickson,
line in front of the LA
The corps rented
Coliseum, the Knights Milo Sturm and Bob
two railroad cars for the
Cunningham.
were celebrating and
Cunningham.
1956 nationals in Los
“We typically had 35 Angeles. The members
bemoaning their 3rd
or more horns,” he
place finish in that
and their wives stayed
explains, “plus 8 per
year’s national compe
in the cars the whole
cussion, 8 in the color
tition. Bemoaning
time.
guard and the drum
because only three“We were hooked
major.” (The horns had onto regular trains,”
tenths of a point kept
no valves, if this writer
them from being the
remembers Neuleib,
is correct, so note
national champions
still looking fit and
that year (a single horn changes were strictly
ready to play. The corps
missing a note cost a
generated by the
got off in San Francisco
player’s embouchure
corps one-tenth of a
and performed at Kezar
[mouth technique] and
point on scoring, for
Stadium before hooking
air flow. Bugles ranged
example).
up again for Los Ange
Started in 1937-38
from bass or baritone to les.
soprano.)
v
as a junior corps
“One of the guys
(teenagers) named the
went into the passenger
Hard
work,
fun
times
Sons of the American
train club car,” smiles
Legion, the young corps and good memories
Lindahl at the thought,
The Black Knights
saw its membership
“and ordered all the
practiced once a week
dwindle rapidly as its
beer they had.”
year round for three
young men went off to
Lindahl also recalls
the Big War. After the hours or more, and
playing the New
war in 1949, the Legion twice a week from April
Windsor horse show—
into the summer show
created the senior
after the horses—and
corps Black Knights, for season.
needing a third eye to
The Knights repre
men 21 and older.
avoid horse droppings.
“Sometimes we weren’t sented Kewanee at
In the 1960s, “when
parades throughout the we needed some
quite 21,” recalls
retired Kewanee sports Midwest. “We did three money,” says Westlund,
parades in one day in
editor Bob Westlund,
“we’d suit up and go
the south Chicago
cymbal player from
play at some of the
suburbs,” recalls Irv
1961-63.
local bars. People loved
Lindahl, of Wyoming, a
“I never played a
it!”
member of the color
bad note,” Bob chuck
After awhile,
guard from 1954-60.
though, “you just bum
les.
The big competitions out,” says Neuleib, one
Bill Neuleib, of
included the Illinois
of the longest serving of
Geneseo, played
State Fair, which the
soprano bugle (and
the Black Knights. And
Kewanee corps won
so the corps burned out
served one year as *
several times, often
drum major) in both
in 1964, but left rich
dueling it out with the
the pre-War junior
memories for both the
Skokie Indians, and of
members and for Dick
corps and then from
course the nationals at and Bea Clark, this
1949-61.
Other.drum majors the annual convention
writer, and thousands
whom Neuleib recalled of the American Legion. more.

Black Knights July 2004 Reunion
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The Art of Drum Corps
Drum Corps performance has been called, and rightly so, a new
art form. Like other areas of art, its history dates back to the glories of
Greece and the conquests of Rome, but drum and bugle corps activity
has not been nurtured through the centuries by wealthy patrons or
state subsidy.
The art of drum corps rises from the grass roots. It has the
common, rather than the classic touch, but it is very definitely an
expression of order, color, symmetry, and beauty; and in emotional
impact it parallels, at its own level, the impact of the masterpieces of
the ages.

On behalf of the City of Kewanee and our own Kewanee Black Knights,
we extend a hearty welcome to the visiting drum corps and the many
people who will be with them. We certainly hope that you will enjoy
your visit with us, and you may be sure that the full measure of

The art of drum corps is rigid and exacting. It is clean and inspir
ing. It has risen through its own efforts to its present stature in our
communities and neighborhoods. More and more it is becoming recog
nized as one of the most effective of youth activities; and despite the
unyielding discipline it requires of its members, it is becoming more and
more accepted by the young people of our own hemisphere in search of
a worthwhile activity.

Kewanee's hospitality will be extended to you.
Best wishes,

Emerit F. Lindbeck
Mayor

The flash of color, the pulsating rhythm, the brassy blare of
syncopated jazz, the waving of flags, the snappy march step serve as
herald for the newest art form of the youngest generation.
The loyalty to one's unit, the pride in one's appearance, and the
group spirit assure perpetual continuation of drum corps as a colorful
youth activity for the future.
HARVEY BERISH, National Chairman
Drum Corps Publicists Assn.

KEWANEE BLACK KNIGHTS
JUNIOR DRUM & BUGLE CORPS
COMPLIMENTS

OF

COMMANDER

Walt Kubiak, Kewanee
COLOR GUARD INSTRUCTOR

SOPRANOS

VICE-COMMANDER

Ken Swearingen, Kewanee
DRILL INSTRUCTOR

F. P. BOSWELL
217 West Third Street
Kewanee, Illinois
Best of luck BLACK KNIGHTS

S. J. RINELLA
223 West Third Street
Kewanee, Illinois
Congratulations—A Fine Group

Gorden Mercer, Buda
Nick Nicola, Davenport, Iowa
HORN INSTRUCTOR

Bill Nuelieb, Geneseo
DRUM INSTRUCTOR

Don Brimm, Ottawa, Illinois
DRUM MAJOR

Susie Mercer, Buda

C. L. VAN DE VORDE
Distributors Inc.
337 Tenney Street
Kewanee, Illinois
YOU ARE A FINE CORPS

AMERICAN FLAG

Susan Halsall, Galva
SPONSOR FLAG

Gayle Whipple, Buda
SGT. FLAG

Wendi Littlefield, Buda
SABER
THE WOODEN SHOE TAVERN
201 West 6th Street, Kewanee
GOOD LUCK KNIGHTS

PYLES RECREATION CENTER
104 West 3rd Street, Kewanee
GOOD LUCK BLACK KNIGHTS

THE CORNER TAP
401 Perkins Street, Kewanee
KEEP GOING BLACK KNIGHTS

ANNES PLACE
213 W. 3rd Street, Kewanee
Best of luck, BLACK KNIGHTS

FOLEYS CAFE
204 N. Chestnut Street, Kewanee
To a FINE group of CORPSMEN

LA CARIOCA CLUB
801 N. East Street, Kewanee
Best wishes, BLACK KNIGHTS

A.K.Z. UPTOWN LIQUOR STORE
201 N. Chestnut Street, Kewanee
BEST OF LUCK TO A GROUP
OF FINE YOUNGSTERS

FLEMISH AMERICAN CLUB
213 W. 3rd Street, Kewanee
BEST OF LUCK TO THE
BLACK KNIGHTS

CEILS TAP
315 E. Third Street, Kewanee
CONGRATULATIONS,
BLACK KNIGHTS—
KEEP HUSTLING

THE PUB
203 N. Chestnut Street, Kewanee
YOU ARE A FINE GROUP,
BLACK KNIGHTS

FRANK MOWER
309 South West Street, Kewanee

YOUR FINE EFFORTS WILL BE REWARDED

FRENCH HORNS

Tom Roulds, Kewanee
Dick Patty, Galva
Kathie Costenson, Kewanee
Mary Ellen Hill, Kewanee
John VanDeWoestyne, Atkinson
Drena Daniels, Kewanee

Frank Costenson, Jr., Kewanee

Debbie Wallace, Buda
Susan Kubiak, Kewanee

Kathy Bill, Kewanee
Steve Currier, Annawan
Sandy Garrett, Kewanee
George Gomez, Bettendorf, Iowa
Bill Carlson, Kewanee
Bonnie Halsall, Galva
Gregg Nuelieb, Geneseo
Jim Cassens, Geneseo
Gary Wall, Kewanee
Arnie DeAnda, Davenport, Iowa
Ken Costenson, Kewanee
Calvin Korth, Galva
Gary Hill, Kewanee
Steve Kuster, Sheffield
Patti Mercer, Buda
Steve Wager, Kewanee
BARITONES

Kris Foster, Buda
Janice Nicola, Davenport
Pat Moore (Sgt.), Buda
Rita DeCrane, Kewanee

Fred Hill, Kewanee
Paul Hoogerworf, Atkinson
Bill Williams, Atkinson
John Johnson, Buda
Ned Hubbard, Kewanee
Steven Nelson, Altona
John Headley, Galva

COLOR GUARD

CONTRA BASS

RIFLES

Marti Strom, Kewanee
Mary Jane Ebens, Kewanee
Mary Lynn Kuster, Kewanee
Dona Piper, Buda
Pat O'Donnell, Wyoming
Mary Lou O'Briant
Nancy Gadomski, Kewanee
Kay Piper, Buda
Yvonne O'Donnell, Wyoming
Gabriela Garnica, Davenport, Iowa
Karen Bill, Kewanee
Jennifer Jackson, Galva
Jan Hubbard, Kewanee
Debbie Rakestraw, Sheffield
Jeanne Komp, Kewanee
Diane DeWolfe, Galva
Vicki DeWolfe, Galva
CORPS MASCOT

Rita Hill, Kewanee

Bart Pillen, Kewanee
Larry Thomas, Sheffield
SNARE DRUM

Richard Nicola, Davenport, Iowa
Gregory Langford, Sheffield
Duane Nelson, Altona
TENOR DRUM

Wes Ball, Galva
Janet Holmes, Galva
Bill Currier, Annawan
BASS DRUM

Jim Wildemuth, Annawan
Joe Riddick, Kewanee
Frank Holmes, Galva
CYMBALS

Dennis DeClercq, Kewanee
Phil Packard, Kewanee
Stan Talbot, Annawan

G&L FABRIC CENTER
TROPHIES

1 03 S. Main

McBROOM MOTOR CO.
FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY

KENNETH "BUCK" BUCKLEY MEMORIAL TROPHY

Complete Line of Sewing Needs

"If Ford makes it-We sell it"

1st Place Trophy Donated by Post No. 31, American Legion

FABRICS - NOTIONS - TRIMS

112 N. Lexington Avenue

Patterns by

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

HOWARD "SCRAPPY" PAUL MEMORIAL TROPHY
Marching & Manuevering High Score
Donated by Walt Oga, Shamrock Inn

SIMPLICITY, BUTTERICK, VOGUE

Phone 2107

BILL BERG MEMORIAL TROPHY
High Bugle Score—Donated by Swedman & Dines

HAROLD FOLLETT MEMORIAL TROPHY

WEBSTER D. WILEY, Dist.

High Drum Score—Donated by Leonard "Yit" Anderson, The Dome

401 West 4th Street-P.O.Box 306

KEWANEE

LEONARD "LENNY" DE RUE MEMORIAL TROPHY

Meadow Gold Dairy Products

WASHER CORPORATION

General Effect High Score—Donated by LeRoy Junis, Jack's Place

Wholesale—Retail

PHONE 4426

AMBULANCE service courtesy of CAVANAGH & SCHEUNEMAN

At Your Store Or At Your Door

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443
Phone 2550

GENE NEWMAN EXCAVATING

'Ueriin Stauffler ~s$efency

449 Page Street

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443
CITY FURNITURE AND

Phone 2395
# Bulldozing

# Endloader

# Grading

# Farm Ponds

RUG CO.

401 TENNEY ST.

KEWANEE. ILLINOIS

105-9 North Tremont Street

Ph o n e 2282

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

REAL ESTATE

Kewanee's Modern Furniture Store

# Trenching

# Whiterock
and Fill Gravel
0 Basement Excavating

GENERAL INSURANCE

BELANGER FARM EQUIP. CO.
John Deere Sales & Service
GENESEO, ILLINOIS
Phone 944-2101

CLIFF MCKEEVER
SALESMAN

Ho me Ph o n e 8410

AUTHORIZED TICKET OFFICE

JOHN W. GISH
Plumbing and Heating Contractors
801 East Third Street
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443
Phone 2463

FOR
Airline Tickets
Steamship Tickets
Tours * Cruises
Hotels * Car Rental

"World Wide Service"

NOVAK TRAVEL SERVICE
105 S. Main Street

Kewanee, Illinois 61443
Phone 2896

CENTRAL
TRUST £ SAVINGS

BANK
"Jti

On Vke Central! Comer

GENESEO, ILLINOIS

DEL SKOGLUND SERVICENTER

Complete Car Care
801

8outh

Main

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

8treet
61443

THE NEE-HI'S
CLINTON,

IOWA

The Clinton Nee—Hi's hold the distinction of being the only all-girls
drum and bugle corps in the state of Iowa. The corps was formed in
1960. In parades the corps travel with 80 girls, with 75 girls in the
competition units.
The Nee—Hi's travel in their own two buses plus an equipment truck,
averaging 6,000 miles per year. The ages of the girls, representing 20
different schools in the Clinton area, are from 13 to 19 years.
The Nee-Hi's have a fedder corps numbering 60 girls ages 11 to 13
years.
Sponsors are American Legion Post of Albany, III., Clinton AM VET
Post No. 28, V.F.W. Post of Rochelle, III., Clinton Eagles and Zeta Eta
Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi.

THE NEE-HI'S, CLINTON, IOWA

Instructors are Tom Madsen, Ray Razor, Dave Williams, Phil Alongi,
Dean Strom, Larry Snider and Kurt Johnson.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
KEWANEE BLACK KNIGHTS

BOLING TRUCK SERVICE

ELMER MAPES

MILNES
CHRYSLER PLYMOUTH

ATKINSON INSURANCE SERVICE

Service a Family Tradition Since 1932

BANK BLDG. ATKINSON, ILL.

421-427 West Second Street

Phone-936-7700

718 Commercial Street

KEWANEE, ILL.

COMPLETE LINE OF COVERAGE

DeDECKER BARBER SHOP
ATKINSON, ILLINOIS

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443
Phone (309) 853-4449

Xeuxmee
MACHINERY & CONVEYOR CO.
MANUFACTURERS

OF

WHEEL-MOUNTED DISKS • WHEEL-MOUNTED MULCHER
SPIKE TOOTH HARROWS • ELEVATORS • WAGON GEARS
AUGERS • ROLLER MILLS

PHONE 2191
GENERAL
OFFICES

KEWANEE

ILLINOIS

61443

BYSTRY LUMBER CO., Inc.
120 North Boss Street
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443
Phone 4343

LINDBURG OIL CO.
DISTRIBUTORS FOR
SHELL OIL PRODUCTS
CAMBRIDGE, GALVA, PRINCETON

BAKER PARK GOLF COURSE

PRO
SHOP

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
KEWANEE BLACK KNIGHTS

MAIL-O-GRAPH
INCORPORATED

ADVERTISING PRINTERS
206-210 West Fourth Street
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

FENWICK'S
TASTEE FREEZ

Sales & Service

431 N. EAST

Complete Service Dept.

on

Automobile & Truck Leasing

ROUTE 34

Chevyland in Kewaneeland
Call 4436

Try our new BANANA BOAT

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

Phone 2602

DICK BRUBAKER, INC.

401 N. Tremont

Kewanee

KEWANEE PARK DISTRICT

—The Best In Sports Equipment—

MECHANICAL
INSULATION CO., Inc.

DIAL 2307

P.O. Box 423

KEESLER'S SPORT STORE

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

1029 West Prospect Street

Phone 309-3351

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

PEVES
Plumbing & Heating
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

OVERBAUGH EQUIPMENT CO., INC.

JENKINS SHELL SERVICE

101 MARKET STREET

&

-

GALVA, ILLINOIS 61434

Monsanto
__________________________AGRICULTURAL CENTER
Atkinson, Illinois
Bus. Phone: (309) 936-7716

DEMMLER PRODUCTS COMPANY

RADIATOR REPAIR

106 Front Street
GALVA, ILLINOIS 61434

Res. Phone: (309) 936-7247

CORE BOX VENTS

201 W. 5th Street

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

KEWANEE, ILL

Gene Schehl

PHONE 4136

Branch Manager

112 N.Ex c h a n s i St k iit

.

L:

^ :

Tc l .WEb s t e r

2-2131

THE KOUPE

KEWANEE ORDER BUYERS

RESTAURANT &

Buyers of Prime Hogs

COCKTAIL LOUNGE

C.B. & Q. STOCK YARDS

ROUTE 6

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

ATKINSON, ILLINOIS

4128

VOTE

The "Kewanee Festival of Music and Motion”, is presented in the true
spirit of competitive sportsmanship as well as for spectator entertain
ment. Each competing unit has spent countless hours of practice in
preparation for a contest such as this. Corps management, instructors,
sponsors, as well as many of the parents associated with the individual

Responsible action
Excellence of service

units give of their time, talents, and substance in a spirit of loyalty and
devotion unexceeded in any other youth program.
We hope that you will enjoy all the units in the Festival as much as the
units enjoy presenting their show, and that you will leave Kewanee
Stadium with a refreshed viewpoint of American Youth.

Rositive decisions

We are most grateful to all business and professional people who sup
ported our Festival by advertising in this booklet, and we earnestly

Unity

urge that all you drum corps fans will return the favor by supporting

of purpose

Rusiness prosperity

these friends of ours with your patronage.
(Signed) THE KEWANEE BLACK KNIGHTS

^abor progress
/ndividual freedom

PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK
OF KEWANEE

Concern for people
Awareness of issues
Afational pride

Established 1928

*7&e

rfll lUc 'People

Member Federal Reserve System

-

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

ANDERSON FLYING SERVICE
HENRY COUNTY REPUBLICAN CENTRAL COMMITTEE

VOTE STRAIGHT REPUBLICAN

IN A HURRY?
use our fast

ROBT. KIDD TRUCKING, INC.

AIR CHARTER SERVICE

130 East Elm Street

Modern Piper Airplanes

NEPONSET, ILLINOIS 61345

Expert Government Rated Pilots

Phone 3231 Area Code 309

EASY AS CALLING A TAXI
Phone: Kewanee 3-8222

THE FOLLOWING MADE VOLUNTARY
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BLACK KNIGHTS

by Sidney L. DeLove

DURING THE 1968 SEASON
Hyster Employees Association

Union Federal Savings & Loan

Illinois Power Company

Kewanee J.C's

Odd Fellows Lodge No. 128

Kewanee Iron & Metal

S. J. Rinella

Arnold Cattle Co.

Senior Citizens

Hyster Company

Mr. & Mrs. John Gentry

F.P. Boswell

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Foster

(c l

ar k)

ANDRIS
WANEE FARM RESTAURANT
R.R. 2, 3 miles south of Kewanee, Illinois
on U.S. Highways 34 and 78

CLARK OIL & REFINING
CORPORATION
108 West 6th Street
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

CAN WE WAVE THE FLAG TOO MUCH?

SPECIALIZING IN STEAKS OR SEAFOOD
Available for

Meetings - Banquets — Cocktail Parties
AIR-CONDITIONED
AKU TIKI ROOM

The "'KNIGHT' insigne on the front was recently adopted
as the official emblem of the Kewanee Black Knights.
It was designed by Kathie Costenson.

Is it possible to wave the flag too much? Provided, of course, that you wave it
with integrity? Is it possible to study Lincoln or Shakespeare too much? Is it
possible to read the Bible too much * The great, the good, the true, are in
exhaustible for inspiration, example and strength. I believe that we are not
waving our flag enough, not nearly enough * It seems to me that we are develop
ing a tendency to be timid or even apologetic about waving the stars and stripes.
Walk up and down the streets on July 4th and count the flags. It is our nation's
birthday, a sacred day in world history, the most important day of America.
Why isn't the flag flying on every rooftop and from every home and building?
This complacent attitude is strong evidence of cancerous patriotic decay. The
flag is a symbol of our national unity. It is the spirit of our undying devotion to
our country. It stands for the best that is in us . . . for loyalty, character, and
faith in democracy * Isn't our flag a synonym of the United States of America?
Does it not represent man's greatest, noblest, most sublime dream? Is it not the
zenith of achievement, the goal to which generations have aspired? * Ladies and
gentlemen, j believe it is time for us . . . for the mad, rushing Twentieth Century
American ... to stop for a moment and think. Let us arrest our near reverential
admiration of material success and return to the spiritual and ethical values. Let
us imbue and rekindle in ourselves and our children the so-called old-fashioned
way of patriotism, a burning devotion to the principles and ideals upon which
our country was founded * Should not every home own and proudly display the
colors on holidays and other such occasions? Isn't the flag Patrick Henry ,
Jefferson, Franklin, Washington, Nathan Hale, Gettysburg and Valley Forge,
Paul Revere, Jackson and other great men and women who have given us our
heritage. When you look at the flag can't you see the Alamo, Corregidor, Pearl
Harbor, The Monitor, The Merrimac, Wake Island, and Korea? Lest we forget,
isn't the flag Flanders Field, Bataan, Iwo Jima, Normandy, Babe Ruth and Davy
Crockett? The great events of our past and present are wrapped up in our flag *
It is a symbol of this blessed nation, a giant in industry, education and com
merce. Millions of fertile square miles, wheatlands, coal mines, steel plants. Our
great republic, the chosen infant destined to be man's last and remaining hope
for suffering humanity, a shining beacon of light, noble and glorious, the haven
for the oppressed and persecuted and truly God's gift to mankind *
That is what the flag means to me. Can we wave it too much? I don't think so.

KEEP
YOUR

RULES

Facts on Judging the Contest
In drum and bugle corps competition, each unit begins with a perfect
score of 100 points. However, each corps is penalized in tenths of a point
for mistakes made in the divisions explained below.
INSPECTION: Each corps moves into a compact front on the in
spection line at fifteen minute intervals. Here, the members of the corps
and their equipment are checked over. Failure to be clean-shaven, lack of
hair cut, unshined shoes, spots on uniforms, unshined instruments, etc., re
sults in penalties of one-tenth of a point.
TIMING: From the moment a corps steps on the field, a stop-watch
is clicking in the hand of the timing judge. The corps must be in motion at
least 8 minutes. They must be on the field a minimum of 11 minutes and a
maximum of 13 minutes. Failure to comply results in a penalty of 2 full
points for each infraction.
BUGLES: Each bugler must play his part in addition to playing as a
section with the rest of the horn line. Failure to do so results in a loss of
points as well as a loss of quality in the music. Proper tone, tuning, correct
phrasing and tongueing, articulation and technique are a few of the necess
ary qualities for a good score. Position of bugles and bringing them up and
down together are also very important. This is a very touchy caption and
the judge must be well accomplished in this field.

Playing together as a section; keeping a steady beat, play
ing with the bugle section, and adaptibility to the music all count towards
a respectable score. Height and angle of drums, position of sticks, sticking
together as a section, variety of beats and rudimental skill are scrutinized
very carefully. As in the bugle section, musical ability and military bearing
both count on the score sheet. Uniformily is the key word here.
DRUMS:

After the field judges turn in their score sheets,
they have to be tabulated for final placings of the corps. The person on this
job must be fast with figures and extremely accomplished at this sort of
work. If there are any questions from any corps, the tabulator must be on
hand to answer them.

POINTS

CHEVALIERS
NEE-HLS
LEGIONAIRES
IMPERIALS
FIELD ANNOUNCER:

DR. ROBERT M. HUBBARD

WELCOME.........
The Kewanee Black Knights Junior Drum & Bugle Corps Organ
ization, as sponsor of the Kewanee Festival of Music and Motion, wel
comes you to its first annual drum corps competition.
If you enjoy the show, let us know. We hope to make it an
annual event!

THANKS............
To all concerned, contributors, friends and helpers, our deepest
gratitude for your support!

BLACK KNIGHTS BOOSTER CLUB
Mrs. Evelyn Halsall, President
Mrs. Keith Thomas, Vice President
Mrs. William Currier, Secretary
Mrs. Henry Williams, Treasurer

ATTENTION

GENERAL EFFECT:

TABULATION:

PLACING OF

GRENADIERS

MARCHING and MANEUVERING: Precision is the order of the
day. Intervals between men, distance between ranks, dress in ranks, files
covered down, etx., must be perfect. The slightest mistake means a penalty.
False starts and stops, hesitations and being out of step all lower the
military bearing of the corps and result in a lower score.

All those elements in the presentation of a
corps which collectively present the finest, smoothest, most stirring and
most pleasing performance are credited. For instance-are the maneuvers
simple or complex, interesting or full? Is the music difficult or easy, varied
or monotonous or centered around a theme, played while executing intri
cate maneuvers? All these combine to build up the G.E. score.

SCORE

Boys and Girls aged 13 and over, living in or around Kewanee
The Black Knights will soon begin planning for the 1969 season. We
will have openings for:
*

Horn Players

*

Drummers

* Girls For Color Guard
All uniforms, equipment and instruction are furnished Free of Charge.
If you feel that you can qualify for one of the above listed categories,
contact any Black Knight member or official for further details on
how you may become a member of the Black Knights.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

HOW

I pledge allegiance to the Flag
of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all.
FLAG FLYING HOLIDAYS
New Year’s Day—January 1st
Lincoln’s Birthday—February 12th
Washington’s Birthday—February 22nd
Jefferson Day—April 13th
Law Day USA—May 1st
Loyalty Day—May 1st
Armed Forces Day—May—3rd Saturday
Memorial Day—May 30th

CORRECT

WAYS

Flag Day—June 14th
Independence Day—July 4th
V-J Day—-August 14th
Labor Day—September—1st Monday
ThanksgivingDay—November—4th Thursday
Veteran’s Day—November 11th
Pearl Harbor Day—December 7th
Christmas Day—December 25th

TO

DISPLAY

Our flag should always have
stars to the left of the picture,
fabric floating to the right.

When hanging with stripes in
a vertical position against
the wall, the stars should be
in the upper left hand corner.

When our flag is carried with
other flags in parade it should
always claim the place of
honor—at the right.

THINGS

TO

REMEMBER

THE

FLAG

When used on a speakers’
platform, the flag if dis
played above and behind the
speaker.

If flown from a staff it
should be in the position of
honor, at speakers’ right, if
on a platform. If not, at left
of speaker. It should never
be used to cover the speakers’
desk.

When displayed with another
flag or flags against a wall
from crossed staffs, the flag
of the United States should
be at its own right, its staff
should be in the front.

ABOUT THE FLAG

The flag should be displayed on days when the weather permits; especially on national and state
holidays and such days as may be proclaimed by the President. On Memorial Day the flag should
be half staffed until noon.
The flag should never be used as drapery of any sort.
It is the custom to display the flag only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and on flagstaffs in the open,
but it should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement. The flag may be displayed at
night upon special occasions.
Based upon Public Law 829 — 77th Congress

THE

UNITED

STATES

FLAG

ORIGINATED

Grand Union: Before the American Revolution and at the time of independ
ence the British ensign was flown in the Colonies. Subsequently this was
modified—the (red cross of St. George and the white cross of St. Andrew
were shifted to the canton, with the field consisting of 7 red and 6 white
stripes representing the Colonies.

Gadsden Flag: The Colonies resented the British ensign more and more. Most
of them flew their own banners, with crisp symbolic design. One of the most
popular was the so-called Gadsden flag, with a coiled rattlesnake on a yellow
field, over the words “Don’t Tread on Me”. Others included “Liberty or Death”
slogans.

Bunker Hill Flag: In New England, the pine tree was the popular flag emblem.
It appeared on the Colonial banner hoisted qver the redoubts at Bunker Hill.
This showed a red background; another was the old British blue ensign with
the pine tree in the canton. The pine tree was also minted into shillings.

First “Stars and Stripes”: After Congress passed the flag resolution June 14,
1777, the battle of Bennington (August 1777) is believed to mark the first
display of a flag with 13 stars and 13 stripes. It consisted of 11 stars in semi
circle, and one in each corner of the canton. The figure 76 honors the year of
Independence.

The “Cowpens” Flag: The 3rd Maryland Regiment fought at Cowpens, South
Carolina (January 1781); it carried the first starred and striped flag that
fulfilled the 1777 flag resolution. It consisted of 12 white stars in a circle
and one in the center of the blue field, with 7 red and 6 white stripes.

Betsy Ross Flag: Betsy Ross, an expert needlewoman of Philadelphia was,
according to legend, asked in 1776 to design a national flag suggested by
General Washington. The actual facts are obscure; the legend only came to
light in 1870. Betsy is credited with making the stars 5-pointed. She arranged
them in a circle.
Flag of 1795: This flag had 15 stripes and 15 stars. It flew for 23 years;
under it 5 presidents served—Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison and
Monroe. Five new states were admitted during these five years but no change
was made in the flag. This was the first official flag to fly over the Capitol in
Washington.

Flags of the Confederacy—of its four flags, the battle flag was the Civil War
flag and is best known. It consisted of a blue cross stretched diagonally across
a red field; on the cross were 13 white stars. Although the South had seceded,
Lincoln refused to alter the Stars and Stripes with its 34-stars.

1912—This was the twenty-fifth design of the flag with the addition of two
stars for the states of Arizona and New Mexico. The stars were arranged in
six rows of 8 stars each. This flag was unchanged for 47 years and eight
presidents served under it.

The Flag of today: With admission to the Union of Alaska and Hawaii, the
flag gained two more stars, making a field of 50 stars. They are arranged in
5 rows of 6 stars each and 4 rows of 5 stars each. This flag was officially
unfurled July 4, 1960. It is your flag! Long may it wave!

THE IMPERIALS
NORWOOD PARK, ILLINOIS
The Norwood Park Imperials are observing their 42nd year of con
tinuous service as a drum and bugle corps, an organization founded by
the late William Widemeyer in 1926.
The corps is sponsored by the Amos J. Cummings V.F.W. Post No. 1612,
the Billy Caldwell American Legion Post No.806, and the community
of Norwood Park.
Names of the Imperials' staff and instructors were not available at the
time this book went to press.
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We're Proud of You,
X
BLACK KNIGHTS

COMPLIMENTS OF

SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO.
TRUCKING

&

\

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

EXCAVATING

KEWANEE. ILLINOIS

We carry a complete line of musical
instruments at low prices through our catalog.
PHONE 2222

711 De w e y Av e n u e

GUSTAFSON'S

HUGHES OLDS
CADILLAC, INC.
Phone 4447
114 N. Chestnut
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

WHOLESALE & RETAIL DEALERS IN

WALL PAPER
PAINTS

AMERICAN
STANDARD

GLASS

HEAT TRANSFER PRODUCTS DEPT.

224 West Second Street

KEWANEE, ILL. 61443

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443
DIAL 2733

CREAMER FUNERAL HOME
507 SOUTH CHESTNUT STREET

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

THE GRENADIERS
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA
The Grenadiers, a division of the Cedar Rapids Cadets, is in
its 39th year as a competition unit. The corps mascot, "Grenie", is an
English bulldog. Ages of the all-boy membership ranges from 10 to 21.
The corps is sponsored jointly by Hanford Post No. 5, American Legion,
and the combined Cedar Rapids Optimist Clubs.
The Grenadier Staff includes: director, Don Mitchell; Ass't.
director and drill instructor Roger Meeker; bugle instructor Ken
Norman; drum instructors Roger Goecks and Dan Kammler; ass't. drill
instructor John Walker; and business manager, Ed McNulty.
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"World’s Quietest Vibrators”

NIXON KEWANEE
ELECTRIC COMPANY

THE CANDY SHOPPE
Vernon Swanson, Prop.

E.B.Nixon

FANNIE MAY CANDY

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
FIXTURES and SUPPLIES

HALLMARK CARDS
DAILY & SUNDAY PAPERS

SALES and SERVICE

331 Market Street

At Townsedge on Routes 34 & 78

GALVA, ILLINOIS

South of KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443
Phone 852-2754

P.O. Box 351

BOX 622
ATKINSON. ILLINOIS 61235

SIMON'S STANDARD SERVICE
HARRY

PHONE: 936-7482
RES.: 936-7333

NICK

A COMPLETE LINE OF INDUSTRIAL VIBRATORS
SONIC & ATLAS TIRES
HIGHWAY 6

MARTIN ENGINEERING COMPANY
U.S. Route 34, Neponset, Illinois 61345/Tel: (309) 3311

L. E. (LES) ARNOLD

ATKINSON, ILL.

American Oil Motor Club
Chicago Motor Club

EQUITABLE OE IOWA

DES MOINES

VER STRAETE GARAGE
& SERVICE
24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE
MAJOR AND MINOR REPAIRS
TIRES, BATTERIES AND ACCESSORIES
Atkinson, Illinois

JOE DeGEETER
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

COMPLIMENTS OF

SWANSONS SERVICE
ATKINSON, ILLINOIS

Phone 936-7726

Massey Ferguson Farm Implements

ATKINSON, ILLINOIS 61235

Skelly Petroleum Products

BABE VANDERSNICK
Order Buyer & Trucker
Atkinson, Illinois

Phone-Day 936-7278 Night 936-7497

CONGRATULATIONSBLACK KNIGHTS
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GUZZARDO BOOK & CARD SHOPS

|(1Q OMSK

Kewanee
Princeton
Sterling

HOVE TRUCK LINE

c_^°s
GIFTS

206 W. Second Street oiNNERWARE
DIAL 5273
DRAPERIES
Kewanee, Illinois

ATKINSON LIVESTOCK CO.

Atkinson, Illinois

BRACKEN'S SHOPPING CENTER

Kewanee, Illinois 61443
Hammond Organs

Stockers & Feeders at private sale

Kimball Organs — Pianos

STAN SWANSON & VERN ARMSTRONG

Zenith T.V. Stereo — Radios
Music Instruction — Records

THE NATIONAL
ACME COMPANY
Foundry Equipment Division
DEMMLER PLANT
415 N. Main Street

Kewanee, 111.

Telephone 4495

Phone 2806

LAMOILLE
VAN ORIN

GRAY MUSIC COMPANY
THE BAND BOX

1021 East Ninth Street
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

ILLINOIS

P. O. BOX 192

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

McNeill Asphalt Company

CORNER TAP AND GRILL
Atkinson, Illinois

||j|
FAHNSTROMS
JOHN GIRVEN, Prop.

MEN'S AND BOYS' WEAR
PHONE 2-2380
GALVA, ILLINOIS

BILLS AUTO ELECTRIC
& SERVICE PARTS
516 North Tremont Street
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS
AIR CONDITIONING
PHONE 2226

£ICN|t io h
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BERNARD COOPER
STANDARD SERVICE
251 TENNEY STREET
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443
PHONE 2-9821
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BOOSTERS

Atkinson Veterinary Service
Atkinson, Illinois

Simon Vandersnick
Atkinson, Illinois

Atkinsons Trust and Savings
Atkinson, Illinois

DeDecker's Hardware
Atkinson, Illinois

ILLINOIS

The Star—Courier
Kewanee, Illinois

Anderson's Jewelry
Kewanee, Illinois

4 4 01

Larson's Jewelers
Kewanee, Illinois

Bob's Drive in Liquors
Kewanee, Illinois

Al's Redi Mix Concrete
Kewanee, Illinois

Western Auto Associate Store
Kewanee, Illinois

Al Livek's Trucking Service
Kewanee, Illinois

Wayne Linn
Kewanee, Illinois

Bob Faull Hi-Way Furniture Store
Kewanee, Illinois

Leader Store
Kewanee, Illinois

Tower Finance Corp.
Kewanee, Illinois

Murphy Book Store
Kewanee, Illinois

Coast-to-Coast Stores
Galva, Illinois

Sinclair Refining Co.
B.J. Kuzminski
Kewanee, Illinois

domfiany

CHESTNUT

KEWANEE

OUR

STREET

Purina Chows
Co-Op Fertilizer
We buy and sell Grain

Custom Grain Drying

Gambles
Galva, Illinois
Dale Whitman
Galva, Illinois

The
T"l||r Kroger Co.

Murnen's Dept. Store
Galva, Illinois
Farm & Home Center
Kewanee, Illinois
Del's Package Store
Kewanee, Illinois
ABC Signs
Kewanee, Illinois
Pinkies Service Inn
Kewanee, Illinois
Antique Trader
Kewanee, Illinois
Bullock Community Sheet Metal
Kewanee, Illinois

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
WEEKLY SPECIALS
TOP VALUE STAMPS
TENDERAY BRAND BEEF

Warren Harvey TV Service
Kewanee, Illinois

Joseph Vandemore
Atkinson, Illinois
Kays Shoes
Geneseo, Illinois
State Bank of Annawan
Annawan, Illinois
F.C. Dewey & Company
Annawan, Illinois
Dooley Brothers
Kewanee, Illinois
Taylor & Sons
Kewanee, Illinois
Moss Electric Shop
Kewanee, Illinois
Roys Kewanee Car Wash
Kewanee, Illinois
Evan's Grocery Store
Kewanee, Illinois
Heinold Hog Market
Galva, Illinois

All State Agents
Dick Hiatt—Norman Sorensen
Kewanee, Illinois

Osco Drug
Kewanee, Illinois

Family Shoe Outlet
Kewanee, Illinois

Ericson Bros.
Galva, Illinois

CHEVALIERS
WATERLOO, IOWA
The Chevaliers were organized in 1962, and is made up of Waterloo
area boys and girls from 12 to 21 years of age. They feature an all-girl
color guard. Travel and equipment expense is financed by parents
auxiliary.
The corps is sponsored by Becker-Chapman Post No.

138 of the

American Legion. The staff is represented by Leon Hubbard, business
manager; Harold Schultz, corps manager; Tom Manley, bugles; Robert
Kehe, drums; Jerry Diercks, drill instructor; Anson White, equipment;
and Dale Elliott, treasurer.

CHEVALIERS, WATERLOO, IOWA

DAIN—T—DAME BEAUTY SHOP

C. MALONE
TRUCKING & TRANSFER

WIG SALES & WIG SERVICE

GENERAL HAULING

114 East Second Street

Local and Long Distance Moving
639 N. Main Street

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

Phone 2345

tSr

KEWANEE FEDERAL
SAVINGS and LOAN ASSOCIATION
101 W. Central Blvd.
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

Phone 4120

TOWINO
SKRVICK

THARP'S SHELL SERVICE
PHONE 35660 or 3-8217 (After Hours)
SECOND & BURR STREET

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443
FRONT END ALIGNMENT
TRANSMISSION & BRAKE SERVICE

BREEDLOVE'S
Wl LSON—RAWLINGS—MacGREGOR
213 West 3rd Street

PEED'S AUTO PARTS
Automatic Transmission Specialist

HILLSIDE FLORIST

Route 81 West

209 NORTH MAIN

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS
Phone 2822

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS
DISCOUNT PRICES

On All Rods & Reels
Complete Line
GOLF EQUIP.
CONVERSE SHOES
TOYS
HOBBIES

SIEGMAN FURNITURE CO.
112 North Tremont Street
KEWANEE,
DIAL 2824

Phone 2434

ILLINOIS 61443

THE BLACK KNIGHTS
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS
In 1965 the Kewanee Black Knights, a senior corps with a proud
history of achievement, was forced to disband due to lack of members.
In November of that year the junior corps bearing that name was formed
with the complement of 55 boys and girls aged 13 to 21 under the
command of Marshall Heene. In 1966 the membership increased to 60
and in that year the corps joined a junior circuit.
Now in their third year of organization, the Knights have 70 members
and are completing a very active season.
The corps is sponsored by American Legion Post No. 31 of Kewanee,
and the recently reorganized Parents Black Knights Booster Club. In the
1968 season most of the financial support was provided from work
projects undertaken by corps members, their parents and friends. The
Black Knights are commanded by Frank Costenson, Jr., with Ken
Swearingen recently appointed as vice-commander. Instructors include:
horns. Bill Neuleib, Geneseo, Illinois; drums, Don Brimm, Ottawa,
Illinois; color guard, Gordon Mercer, Buda, Illinois, and Richard Nicola,
Davenport, Iowa; drill instructor, Walt Kubiak, Kewanee. Bill Andrew,
Kewanee, who served for most of the season as personnel director and
assistant drill instructor, is currently a U.S. Marine in Viet Nam.

Joins the Citizens of Kewanee in
Saluting the splendid BLACK KNIGHT

DRUM AND BUGLE CORPS
Neuleib Agency

BLAKE'S

INSURANCE AND REAL. ESTATE

Nationally Advertised Shoes
For The Entire Family

Ph o n e 944-2595

204 North Tremont

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS
Phone 2751
106 No r
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THE LEGION AIRES
DUBUQUE, IOWA
The Legion Aires Corps is only four years old, having been formed in
1963. The reqular corps consists of 78 members with an average age of
16 years.
In addition there is a color guard drill unit and a feeder corps, the entire
organization consisting of 175 members.
Corps Director is Robert Buelow; business manager, Camillus R. Hein;
musical director, Clarence Hagge; drum instructor, Harlow Haas; M & M
and color guard instructor, Eldon Biver; quartermaster. Merle Mathis;
publicity & historian, Richard Fox. The "B" corps director is Mrs.
Sonia Hickson.

THE LEGION AIRES, DUBUQUE, IOWA

FARMERS NATIONAL BANK
GENESEO'S Largest and Oldest BANK

KEWANEE NATIONAL BANK

South Tenney Street
201 North Tremont Street

SINCE 1876

GENESEO, ILLINOIS

A&W DRIVE-IN

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

DAIRY QUEEN
No. 1-SouthTenney St. on U.S. 34 & III. 78
LLOYD and IRENE DYER

Route 78

No. 2—2 Blocks North of Railroad on 111.78

South edge of KEWANEE, ILL.

ED and FRAN KUBINSKY
CONES-SUNDAES-MALTS-SODAS

LAKE STREET FLORAL CO.

Flowers Telegraphed Everywhere
215 N. Main St.

and

EMERGENCY

AND HEATING

1603 Lake

LANGFORD PHARMACY

549 Edwards Street

KEWANEE
Phone 2780

SOUTHSIDE PLUMBING

SERVICE

KEWANEE, ILL.
Phone 2416

SHEFFIELD, ILLINOIS

ADVANCE METALWORKING CO.
237 W. Church Street

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

TO OUR PATRONS
The sale of advertising for this book was conducted entirely by
members of the Parents Black Knights Booster Club, not by a pro
fessional fund-raiser. The printing was done by a local area firm. All
proceeds realized from this endeavor will be applied toward the
expenses of producing "THE

KEWANEE

FESTIVAL

OF MUSIC

& MOTION".
Mrs. R.M. Hubbard
Program Adv. Chairman

NOVAK'S

PARK LANE MOTEL
In Room Telephones

CALL COLLECT 944-2581
We are proud to furnish the transportation
BLACK

Certified Master Vrydeaner

-

Cocktail Lounge

CLEANERS

Coffee Shop & Dining Room

"Satisfying Our Customers With
Quality Work For Over 40 Years”
BOX & FUR STORAGE

Route 34 & 78 South on Tenney

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 61443

DRUM

Samtone

Enclosed Heated Swimming Pool

GENESEO, ILLINOIS

for the KEWANEE

<yi/>

COMPLETELY MODERN UNITS

PINKS BUS SERVICE

Phone 2165

KNIGHTS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY
105 S. Main Street
KEWANEE, ILLINOIS
Dial 4245

CORPS. We don't claim the fanciest

buses on the road, BUT we do claim to have

GRINDING-MIXING

the BEST drivers and the SAFEST buses you

BULK DELIVERY-GRAIN BANKING

can get anywhere, anytime, for any money.

BALER TWINE-JIM MARTIN PAINTS

IN

BUSINESS FOR YOUR

HEALTH

FOR OVER 40 YEARS

-WAYNE FEEDS-

May the BLACK KNIGHTS go only
ONWARD and UPWARD!

Robinson Farm Service Center
PHONE 935-6229

ANNAWAN,

ILLINOIS

KEWANEE. ILL. 61443

