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E. E. BAKER
His generous benevolence was 
instrumental in the starting of * 
the new. addition.

Emerit E. Baker, Inc.
Appreciated assistance in carrying out the desires of the late 

Smerit E. Baker in respect to St. Francis Hospital has been given 
>y Emerit E. Baker, Inc., composed of:

President—M. F. Moore.
Vice president—R. B. Dickson.
Secretary-treasurer—Arthur Cook.
Members—E. F. Wagner, H. E. Pursell, T. J. Welch and 

D. Cherry.

B. F. BAKER
President of the first Advis
ory Board and loyal friend.

I

PROGRAM
OCTOBER 29, 1941

V

9:00 A. M. ............................Solemn High Mass—Visitation Church
i

His Excellency Most Ileverend Joseph H. Schlarman, D. D.,
Bishop of Peoria, presiding,

-'■y , r; "*•

•Celebrant — Reverend Father William P. Burke.

Deacon — Reverend Father Thomas S. Brim nick.

Sub Deacon — Reverend Father S. J. Bartkus.

Deacon of Honor — Reverend Father Thomas Cleary.
’

Sub Deacon of Honor — Reverend Father William Kelly.

Master of CeremoniesReverend Father C. Bourke Motsett.

Cross Bearer — James Termondt.

Acolytes — Robert Norquist, Anthony Krause.

• vC Censer Bearer —- James Heiser.

Sermon — His Excellency Most Reverend Joseph H. Schlarman, IV 1).

Gregorian Mass — “Orbis Factor.”
Sung by Visitation Eighth Grade Choir.

■ f-v ■ V
Proper of the Mass in Honor of Saint Francis of Assisi—

Bernardine Kucukas, Bernardine Machorosky, Anita Marshall. 
June Pitts, Mary Kay McGuire, Donna Moran. Betty Stinson,

• , ‘ Rosemary Ecluse.
•• ; •. . , .

Blessing of New Addition of Hospital immediately after Mass by His 
Excellency Most Reverend Joseph //. Schlarman. />. D.

12:ft0 A. M Dinner for Visiting Clergy
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In August 1912 the hospital purchased the lot at the corner 
of Prospect and Elliott streets.

In December, 1912, Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Baker, among the 
most loyal and generous friends of the hospital, donated the second 
lot north of the hospital, thus completing the acquisition of all of 
the property north of the hospital on Elliott street to Prospect.

On June 17,1915, the new heating plant and laundry were put 
in operation.

In 1916 the lo^s now occupied by the garden were purchased 
and in September, 1917, the contract for the new Nurses' Home 
was let.

With the passing years the St. Francis hospital has kept pace 
with the advancements of science, in X-ray, operating room, nurs
ery and other equipment and is accredited by the American College 
of Surgeons as a Class A hospital.

Appreciated help in maintaining the high standards has been 
given by the physicians and surgeons of the Kewanee area, the 
priests and pastors of the Catholic and non-Catholic churches of 
Kewanee, the Reverend Father W. P. Burke and his assistants, the 
nurses, and especially the Franciscan Sisters who have dedicated 
their whole lives to the service of God’s afflicted ones.

A Dream Come True
The completion of the addition to St. Francis hospital marks 

the culmination of several years of intense planning, first by the 
Sisters of the Franciscan Order and their advisors, then by the 
architectural firm of Herman J, Gaul and Son, Chicago, and finally 
by Contractor O. W. Schneider and other subcontractors in plan
ning the proper sequence of operations to obtain efficient perform
ance.

Need for a new hospital addition has been great for a num
ber of years inasmuch as the facilities of St. Francis hospital have 
been often crowded to beyond capacity and there has been an in
creasing number of charity cases. Room has been needed to take 
care of citizens of races and creeds, of poverty and wealth, and it 

• was desired to provide facilities thoroughly modern in design and 
of the best in equipment. .

Largely responsible for a start in construction of the new ad
dition was the benevolence of the late E. E. Baker, who always 
had a warm spot in his heart for the St. Francis hospital. Provis
ions of his will provided St. Francis hospital with a generous sum 
for a start in construction and today the Sisters of the Franciscan 
Order and the hospital advisory board are extremely grateful for 
this bequest.



Food Service
A modern main kitchen in the ground floor of the new hos

pital addition provides food for patients and hospital staff and is 
linked in an efficient manner to the service plan for the various 
rooms. The prepared food is placed on food conveyors taken by 
the service elevator to the diet or serving kitchens on the second, 
third, fourth and fifth floors. When ready to serve the food is 
placed on pre-heated dishes and then distributed to the patients.

The kitchen is equipped with modern stainless steel utensils 
throughout. It has dish-washing machine of capacity sufficient to 
adequately handle the many dishes used in food preparation and 
seizing of patients. Dry steam cookers, gas and electric ranges and 
labor-saving devices are included in the equipment for this spotless 
kitchen Adjoining are the large storeroom for food, refrigeration 
room and a special kitchen department for the dietician.

Ventilation system for the kitchen is of modern type designed 
to draw off all odors and to keep a suitable temperature in the 
room.

Near the kitchen on the ground floor are the nurses’ cafeteria 
and dining room, a small dining room for maintenance men and 
special dining room for hospital staff meetings. In addition the 
staff is furnished a special room with blackboards for demonstra
tion purposes.

A PATIENT S ROOM

St. Francis Hospital Began in 1902
The history of St. Francis hospital begins with Jan. 17, 1902 

when Sister Mary Bernardine and another sister, Sister Mary Arm, 
now deceased, came to Kevvanee. The Reverend Father D L, 
Crowe, at that time pastor of Visitation church, purchased the lot 
and residence at the northwest corner of Tremont Street and 
Central Boulevard, now occupied by the First Baptist church, and 
presented this property to the Franciscan Sisters of Rock Island, 
to be converted into Kewanee's first hospital.

St. Francis hospital was opened Feb; 15, 1902, but there was 
much work to be done and the first patient was received March 
19, 1902. This was ,a charity case and that is typical of the his
tory of the hospital during the thirty-nine years which have 
elapsed. The doors have been opened widely and freely to all af
flicted mankind, without thought of race or creed or color, having 
only the one thought in mind, that of doing God’s work by minis- 

' tering to His children.

This early hospital served 325 cases the first year but there 
was need of expansion. In May of 1903 Mr. and Mrs. Elias Lyman 
donated the lots on which the hospital buildings and heating plant 
now stand. A hospital advisory committee consisting of A. M. 
Hewlett, B. F. Baker, John Fischer, Mayor Eugene O’Connor and 
Charles I. Pierce was formed. Construction commenced and on 
Dec. 8, 1903 the corner stone was laid. The work was completed 
and the dedication of the hospital was held on Sunday, July 24, 
1904, with the Right Reverend John L. Spaulding, Bishop of Pe
oria, delivering the dedication address. His words that day are 
significant, for he said:

“No creeds, no nationalities, no political beliefs enter into the 
work of relieving suffering, but we all stand by ready to do our 
part to help our afflicted fellowmen. We are here in this spirit 

.of fellowship to help all.”

The new St. Francis hospital with 5G beds was opened on 
Aug. 12, 1904. Service to the suffering Kewanee residents Was 
never better typified than during the flu epidemic of the World 
War days when the hospital cared for as many as 67 patients at 
one time, cots being placed in every available spot. Whole families 
were admitted, many of them "charity cases.

Other highlights of St. Francis hospital history leading up to 
the present time and the building of the new addition are:

The St. Francis hospital training school for nurses was opened 
in March, 1906, with three pupils.

In May 1906 Hiram T. Lay and William II. Lyman donated the 
lot just north of the hospital.
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Patients7 Rooms
The patients’ rooms in the new hospital addition are of gen

erous size, homelike and attractive in new and often light-colored 
furniture. Many rooms have access to private toilets, and some 
to a private bath. Water closets in the deluxe rooms are equipped 
with a bedpan sterilizer, thereby eliminating the necessity of car
rying this utensil through the corridors to the nearest utility room.

Patients have the comfort of fine inner-spring mattresses on 
each bed. Lighting fixtures are designed to provide plenty of 
illumination and are attractive in appearance. Light switches are 
of the noiseless mercury type.

A number of Kewaneeans have generously provided the fur
nishings for rooms to be dedicated in their honor.

Surgical Department
The surgical department is located on the fifth floor of the 

new building and consists of two operating rooms, each equipped 
with the most modern devices for performing surgery.

A VIEW OF ONE OF THE OPERATING ROOMS



Outside illumination is furnished through walls of structural 
glass. Inside walls are tinted in green for ease on the eyes. Direct 
lighting upon the operating tables is provided by new Operay 
multibeam lights. Instruments and supply cabinets, X-ray viewing 
equipment and aspirators for each operating room are recessed 
in the walls. *

Other features of the fifth floor surgical department are the 
doctors’ dressing room equipped with shower bath, the scrub-off 
room for doctors, the sterilizing room where the instruments, uni
forms and surgical dressings are prepared under steam pressure.

Emergency surgical lighting unit is provided for use in evietot 
of power failure.

Emergency Treatment Room
Emergency cases are treated on the ground floor where the 

latest type equipment has been installed in close proximity to the 
x-ray room which is of modern design. Here are located labora
tories for the technicians, a room for operations by local anasthe- 
sia, developing room for x-ray plates. A waiting room is provided 
for the convenience of relatives and friends.

' I
General Features

The St. Francis hospital addition throughout utilizes modern 
features of hospital building such as:

Construction is all steel, tile and similar materials and the only 
wood used is in the doors.

Equipment is of stainless steel.

Noiseless Otis elevator provides transportation to and from 
the five floors.

Ceiling in the hallways is of acoustical material for deadening 
of sound.

A diet kitchen is installed on each floor.

Contractors
General contractor for the St. Francis hospital five-story 

80x70-foot addition was Oscar W. Schneider of Kewanee. He 
erected a fire-proof modern building of face brick general con
struction backed up with concrete blocks. Work was started in 
December of 1940.

Floors are built of steel joists with 2 V>-inches of concrete on 
top and this has been covered on all floors, with the exception of

’ > • ■’ r* .... i n,

There are 65 rooms in the addition, including the 2 operating 
rooms. Every effort to provide both safety and attractive sur
roundings has been made in this modern hospital unit designed 
by architects Herman J. Gaul and Son.

Assisting contractors and those furnishing materials are:

Dooley Bros., Kewanee, heating and plumbing; Anderson 
Electric Shop, Kewanee, electric wiring and fixtures; Omer Van 
Den Dooren, Kewanee, painting; C. Iglehart, Rock Island, plaster
ing; Lehman and Co., Cleveland, rubber tile floor; Kewanee Dry 
Goods, shades, Venetian blinds and ravproof shades; Rock Island 
Bridge and Iron, Co., structural steel; Cassini Co., Rock Island, ter- 
raza floors; Gustafson’s, Kewanee, glass and glazing; Carlson Roof
ing Co., Kewanee asphalt Roof; C. Holmquist & Son. Moline, sheet 
metal work; Otis Elevator Co., elevator; Larson Furniture Co., 
Kewanee, refrigeration system; Kewanee Lumber & Supply Co., 
and Johnston Lumber Co., Kewanee, sand, cement, and gravel; 
H. D. Conkey Co., Mendota, brick; Indian Hill Stone Co., Bloom
ington, Ind., Cut stone; Wagner & Co., Milwaukee, stairs and fire 

'escapes; Sargent & Co., hardware; Ruda Co., Chicago, interior 
metal doors; Hawkinson Manufacturing Co., Galesburg, millwork; 
H. B. McClure Mfg. Co., Peoria, cabinets; The Burrows Company, 
Chicago, hospital supplies; A. S. Aloe Co., Sharp & Smith Hospital 
Division, St. Louis, hospital supplies.

ADVISORY BOARDi SEATEDt FRANK M. LAY, CHARLES D. TERRY AND HENRY J. 2ANG. 
STANDING: FORREST F. SMITH, ALBERT E. WITHERELl, DAVID WINE AND EDWARD F. WICKHAM



The Hospital Staff
Physicians and surgeons of Kewanee and 

the surrounding community have done much 
for the continued progress of St. Francis 
hospital. Heading the physicians’ staff at 
the present time are:

President—Dr. G. H. Hoffman.
Vice president—Dr. Warren T. Heaps.
Secretary—Dr. T. B. Carney.

DR. G. H. HOFFMAN

Advisory Board
Assisting the management of St. Francis hospital is an advis

ory board of representative citizens and community leaders. Mem
bers of this board are:

Frank M. Lay. David Wine.
Forrest F. Smith. Albert E. Witherell.
Charles D. Terry. Henry J. Zang.
Edward F. Wickham.

The first advisory committee consisted of A. M. Hewlett, 
B. F. Baker, John Fischer. Mayor Eugene O’Connor and Charles 
I. Pierce, now all deceased.

St. Francis of Assisi
Sisters in charge of St. Francis hosDital at Kewanee belong 

to the Third Order of St. Francis of Assisi, and are called Fran
ciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception. St. Francis of Assisi > 
lived in the 12th and 13th centuries—those centuries which marked 
the awakening of the world after the so-called Dark Ages. He was 
the son of a rich merchant and led a rather gay life until he was 
23 years of age. At that time two illnesses fell upon him and he 
began to turn his thoughts to eternity. He renounced his inherit
ance and all earthly goods and devoted himself thereafter to soli
tude. prayer and service to the poor. His character was one of 
many-sided richness—tender, original, poetical, lovable, strong 
and dramatic.

He founded three Orders, the first in 1209 called Friars Minor 
(“little, humble, meek brothers”), the second in 1212—(The Poor 
Ladies or Poor Clares)—with a young heiress of Assisi named 
Clare as foundress, and in 1221 he completed the Franciscan organ
ization with the Third Order, composed exclusively of lay mem

bership. Queen Elizabeth of Hungary formed the Third Order Reg
ular, who live in communities as the Sisters at the hospital do. 
St. Francis was an ascetic; though gentle to others, he wore out 
his body with self denial. He was always joyous, and insisted that 
his Friars should always rejoice in the Lord.

His love of nature, animate and inanimate, was very keen 
and his preaching to the birds is a favorite representation of him 
in art.

It is probably true to say no one has ever set himself so ser
iously to imitate the life of Christ and to carry out so literally 
Christ’s work in Christ’s own way.

St. Francis died in 1226 and was canonized two years after 
his death.

Appreciation
We wish to acknowledge with grateful appreciation the kind

ness of the friends of St. Francis Hospital listed on this page, who 
so graciously contributed toward issuing this booklet for the dedi
cation of our new addition.

—Franciscan Sisters.

O. W. Schneider 
Dooley Brothers 
John Sexton & Co.
Kewanee Lumber & Supply Co.
Otis Elevator Co.
Scanlan-Morris Co.
A. S. Aloe Co.
C. Inglehart 
Gustafson’s, Inc.
Westinerhouse X-Ray Division 
Omer Vandendooren 
H. B. McClure Mfg. Co.
Carlson Roofing Co.
Jamieson, Inc.
Anderson Electric Shop 
Barnhardt Mfg. Co.
The Burrows Co.
Hawkinson Mfg. Co.


