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NOTES ON EARLY HISTORY OF KEWANEE

Wethersfield, Connecticut, Rev, Ithamar Pillsbury, who had been 
chief founder of the Andover Colony, Colonel Sylvester Blish, snd Elizus 
Goodrich were committee. May 7, 1836, 99 quarter sections of land laid 
out.

First party came out that fall, village of Wethersfield surveyed in 
November. Journey to the site was made by going to Boston, by rail to 
Rhode Island, by boat to New York, by rail to Philadelphia, then overland 
to Pittsburgh, then down Ohio river to the Mississippi, up to mouth of 
Illinois river, then up Illinois to Peoria, thence by team or on foot to 
Wethersfield. Nov; only an hour’s auto drive to Peoria. Total time of 
journey from East about 20 days. Now made by rail and air in one day. 
Letter from East to Peoria took 25 cents to pay postage, and took four 
weeks to get there.

C. J. T. Little came in 1837, later several other members of Little 
family. Town was surveyed in 1837* A share in the association entitled 
member to 160 acres of prairie land, 20 acres of timber land, and one town 
lot. The streets in village were laid out 99 feet wide (6 rods), and each 
block contained four lots of 2-1/2 acres each.

One of the Little family log, cabins, built in 1837, is now protected 
by roofing and siding, and is now used as a kitchen in the home of Mrs. 
Malle Little Russell. A visit to this home and surviving, cabin is very 
interesting. This cabin was built by Abner B. Little, who had first choice 
of land in the new settlement. The first winter 18 people slept in this 
building, men on first floor, women on second floor•(ladder)4 A sawmill 
and grist mill were started in 1838. The first church and schoolhouse, a 
log structure was built in 1838, at corner of Church and Tenney Streets.

In 1838 post office established in Wethersfield, Col. Sylvester Blish 
was first postmaster. He was grandfather of James K. Blish, prominent 
later in Kewanee, and whose widow still lives here.
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One of the earliest settlers, Henry G. Little, later built the large 

brick.house at the end of Chestnut Street, now the residence of Mr. Freed.
It was at that time the most palatial residence in this part of the country.

At the time Wethersfield was laid out, most of the territory now 
occupied by Kewanee was covered by trees, and called "Barren Grove." Some 
Lof the fine oaks still survive, principally in the Chatauqua Park district.

In 1851 a railroad to run from Galesburg to Chicago was projected. 
iMany troubles were experienced. The first locomotive, "*Fhe Reindeer," 
and construction train, reached what is now Kewanee in 1854.

The first log house in Kewanee village built by M. B. and J. P. Potter 
stood on the west side of Main Street, between Second and Third Streets.
In later years it was moved to Park Avenue, just north of West Park, and 
is now the Chapter House of the Daughters of the American Revolution. It 
is now covered with siding.

It is said that because of construction difficulties the railroad did 
not go through the thriving village of Wethersfield but skirted to the 
north, on a less direct route. (Other Story)

Kewanee was laid out May^L, 1854 by Nelson Lay} Sullivan Howard, H.
G. Little, R. A. Tenney, George A. Morse and Sylvester Blish. The survey 
was made by C. C. Blish, most streets being 4 rods (66 feet) wide, though 
Main Street was laid out 100 feet wide.

The first house erected on the town site was the Kewanee House (a hotel) 
a frame structure at southwest corner of Tremont and Third Streets. The 
first lumber shipped in to the new settlement was sent by Rock Island R.R. 
to Sheffield, then hauled by ox teams to Kewanee.

It was intended that Main Street should be the principal business 
street, but the hotel and. depot drew trade to Tremont Street.

The first store, as well as the first grain elevator, was built on 
Main Street by Nelson Lay, the grandfather of Frank M. Lay and Mrs. Robert 
C. Morse, whom all of you know.
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From the diary of Nelson T. Lay, under date of November 26, 1854, 

we glean the followings
Dwelling, 1; hotel, 1; warehouse, 1; lumber yard, 1;

November 26, 1855, one year later.
Dwellings, 70; libtels, 2; dry goods, 5; clothing, 2; shoes, 2; 

jharness, 3 (we have no exclusively harness shop now); furniture, 1; 
hardware, 2; blacksmithing shops, 2; warehouses, 3; lumber yards, 3; 
wagon shops, 2; groceries, 7; office buildings, 8; drug stores, 2; 
bookstores, 2; carpenter shops, 9; millinery shops, 3; barber shop, 1; 
mills, 2; printing office, 1; paint shops, 3; silversmith, 1; bank, 1; 
meat markets, 2; bakeries, 2. A very substantial growth in only one year*

Nelson Lay shipped the first carload of grain from Kewanee.
When the town was laid out, the proprietors gave it the name of 

Berrien, the name of the chief engineer of the railroad, but he objected 
and suggested Kewanee, an Indian name supposed to mean Hprairie-hen,,•
This name was legalized on February 14, 1855, by a special act of the 
Legislature. The post office was established in 1854. Colonel Blish 
was the first postmaster.

Kewanee was incorporated as a village by the session of the Legislature 
of 1866-7.

Lathrop Coal and Mining Company opened large coal mines northeast of 
town in 1869, later giving employment to over 200 men.

The Haxtun Steam Heater Company was organized in 1875, sueceding the 
Anderson Steamer and Heater Company, established about 1869, which manu
factured a heater for heating, food for hogs in the winter time. Mr. Haxtun
developed a steam boiler for heating homes, stores, etc. Many of these 
are
are still in use, in Kewanee and all through the Central West. To the 
little boiler plant later were added brass foundry, grey iron foundry, 
malleable foundry. Later came the rolling mills, pipe welding and finishing 
mills, radiator shops, where the first radiators were fabricated from a
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cast iron base, welded pipe in vertical position and cast iron U bends 
-at the top.

Later, in 1892, the boiler factory was incorporated separately as 
Kewanee Boiler Company, which in 1900 moved to the first portion of their 
large site, whicfyls now occupied by the most modern plant in the world, 
engaged in manufacturing, heating equipment.

The Haxtun Steam Heater Company became Western Tube Company in March 
1891. In 1895 the controling Interest in this company was purchased by 
National Tube Works Company of Pittsburgh later absorbed by United States 
Steel Corporation. In 1906, 4,200 people were on the payroll in Kewanee 
plant and the plant consumed over 400 tons of coal per day. Following 
'differences in 190? between the union, Amalgamated Association of Iron 
Steel and Tin Workers, and the company, the rolling mills were discontinued. 
Over one thousand families had no work. Later the pipe mills were shut 
down. This loss to Kewanee has never been regained. Heal estate values 
today are much lower than they were in 1906.

The fittings portion of the plant was expanded and later sold to 
| Walworth Company, being its largest plant. Where now stands the office, 
there once stood the first large school building of Kewanee, the "Old 

| Brown School”. A portion of that building is a residence just north of 
Joe Saunders' home.-

In 1889, just 50 years ago, H. H. Perkins, inventor of the "Boss” 
husking pin, with William H. Lyman, Hiram T. Lay (father of Frank M. Lay 

| and Mrs. Robert C. Morse), Judge C. C. Wilson, a prominent attorney, and 
Henry T. Terry (my father, who was the bookkeeper for Lay and Lyman), 
organized H. H. Perkins Manufacturing Company to make the husking pins.
The first employee hired, a small boy named Thomas Russell Stokes, is now 
the president of the company. In 1892 the manufacture of canton flannel 
and tick mittens was commenced. The next year the name of the Company was



- 5 -
changed to The Boss Manufacturing Company, now having 10 plants in different 

‘parts of the country and making, in good Republican times, about 1,000,000 
(pairs of gloves and mittens each week.

Peter*s Pump Company was started in 1888, and still continues to 
•furnish pumping equipment throughout the Middle West.

Kewanee Private Utilities Company, first known as Kewanee Pneumatic 
(Supply Company, was started in 1897* This Company developed the pneumatic 
(system of supplying water under pressure.

Kewanee Machinery and Conveyor Company, first known as Kewanee Corn 
fHanger Company, commenced operations in 1915, manufacturers of elevators 
land conveyor’s machines.

Kewanee Manufacturing Company, manufacturers of casement windows, 
Ibuilders' supplies,1 and truck bodies, began operations in 1919.

Later in the history of Kewanee quite a number of other smaller 
manufacturing companies have commenced operations.

Kewanee Public Library was started by an informal gathering of fifteen 
men in 1875. Its first home was in the northwest corner room of the 
building now known as City Hall, with 264 volumes donated and purchased 
by the members’ dues. The organization was known as Library Association, 
but the name was changed in that same year to Kewanee Public Library. In 
1880, the Library was moved to the Odd Fellows Building, where it remained 
until 1908 when the present building was completed. Andrew Carnegie, the 
great steel master, contributed |25,000.00, which constituted about one- 
half of the cost of the building.

In 1854, a Catholic parish was established and services were first 
held in the home of Matthew Joyce, now 4l6 North Tremont Street, which 
was located just north of City Electric Light Plant. In 1855 a small 
church was erected at the corner of Fifth and Chestnut Streets, succeeded 
by later structures, the present church being the Church of the Visitation
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f>n Central Boulevard. Later other Catholic Churches were erected by the 
Polish people, Belgian people, and Lithuanian people.

The Congregational Church was organized in 1855 services having been 
held during previous winter in the Kewanee House, and in private residences, 
the first church was built and completed in 1857, enlarged and beautified 

in 1871, and the present brick structure was erected in 1892.
St. John’s Episcopal Church dates from a Sunday School organized in 

f4ay 1855. The present church building, the oldest church building standing 
in Kewanee, was built in 1857, and contained the first church bell in 
Kewanee.

The Baptist Qhurch was originally started in Wethersfield but voted 
in 1856 to hold services in Kewanee.

The cornerstone^ of the first Methodist Episcopal Church in Kewanee 
was laid on October 23, 1856.

Many other denominations were established in later years, but from
/

the dates given it can be seen that Kewanee has always been a city giving 
serious attention to the matter of religion, and this is one great reason 
why Kewanee is such a good city in which to live and in which, in a good 
environment, to rear a family.

The first school in Kewanee was a small frame building, built about 
1855 by George A. Morse and donated by him to educational purposes. It 
stood just north of the railroad, on Main Street. It was then moved to a 
lot which is now part of park south of Walworth office, to be followed by 
the large Brown School, previously mentioned.

The first high school was established in 1856, formed jointly by 
Kewanee and Wethersfield. This was the “Old Academy,” which built at a 
cost of |10,000, stood about where the residence of Mrs. B. F. Baker stands.

The great Horace Greeley once lectured in this building.
In 1870, Kewanee purchased Wethersfield's interest and operated it 

until 1887, when Gentral Building, recently torn down to build the fine 
new building, was completed, and high school activities were taken up there.
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Merritt's Gold Storage Building* Paid $1*25 to $1.50 per doaen for 

birds. Game to Boston & New York. Prairie chicken two years old.
Old volunteer fire company.
Dances in Library Hall. Oyster suppers at Kewanee House. "Welcome”

Ustill over door.
Road shows there.
J. K. Blish's story of Deacon.
Presidential Campaigns. Parades two miles long.
Ellis Waller home way out in the country.
High plank sidewalks to get out of mud and splashing.
Roads impassable when frost went out in spring.
Story about large Episcopal Bell, small city fire bell.
First newspaper, Henry County Dial, about 1854-. The first editor,

I. S. Hyatt, who afterwards invented celluloid and became very rich. This 
paper later became The Independent#

Rufus P. Parrish, who had the first bookstore, and who was the 
President of the Kewanee Public Library Board for many years, was one of 
15 young men, who in 1851, before Parrish came to Kewanee, organized the 
first Y.M.C.A. in the U. S«



The "Tube Company” and Its Predecessors
At this writing, November, 1909, the principal manufacturing interests

of Kewanee are: National Tube Company, Kewanee Works; the Kewanee Boiler
■

Company; the Boss Manufacturing Company; Peters Pump Company; and the 
Kewanee Water Supply Company, Of these the two first mentioned are much 
the largest, and the second is the outgrowth of the first. The history of 
the Kewanee Boiler Company is, therefore, the history of the evolution of 
the Kewanee Wrorks of the National Tube Company during the greater part of 
its existence, and both are the results of natural evolution from a very 
small beginning.

The Kewanee Works of the National Tube Company was, up to Januaryl,
1908, for about sixteen years known as the Western Tube Company, and during 
the same sixteen years, and subsequently, the Kewanee Boiler Company has 

! been a separate and individual corporation.
Prior to 1892 the Western Tube Company, or rather its predecessor, 

was known as the Haxtun Steam Heater Company, and still prior to that 
time, or prior to 1875, it was variously known as the Anderson Steamer and 
Heater Company, the Anderson Universal Steam Boiler Manufacturing Company, 
and the Anderson Universal Steamer Company.

There are very few men now living in Kewanee who remember much, or 
in an accurate way, about the original company, but it is learned from the 
issue of the Kewanee Independent of April 6, 1871, that the Anderson 
Universal Steamer Company's factory, established about two years before, 
was the largest factory in the county. Possibly it ought to be said that 
originally this concern was a copartnership under the name of Anderson and 
Slocum, because it is learned that such a partnership was dissolved in 
November 1870. At about that time also a stock company was formed to manu
facture the Anderson Universal Steamer, which is said to have been considered 
"without a rival" by farmers. In the same issue it is remarked that about 
twenty men were employed in this factory building the Anderson Universal
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jSteamer, which had already begun to be used for domestic purposes, warming 
dwelling houses, public buildings, etc. It is alluded to as "base burner 
land radiator," and the business of the company is stated to have amounted 
!to ten thousand dollars per month.

In the issue of’May 4, 1871, reference is made to the Anderson Universal 
Steamer Boiler Manufacturing Company, 0. H. Loomis (now deceased), 
secretary. August 10th, following, reference is made to an Anderson house 
heater and radiator which had been installed in the residence of C. H.
Loomis, and the system described appears to have been the prototype of the 
modern system of heating fresh air.by passing it through steam radiators. 
About this same time Pierce and Brother, hardware merchants, a firm con
sisting of Thomas P. and John H. Pierce, were advertising Anderson Steamers 
for feed cooking, and this fact calls attention to the original use to 
which the Anderson Steamer was put.

In November, 1871, a foundry forty feet by sixty feet with a two- 
I story cupola house and "baking room" was built, and a machine shop thirty 
feet by eightyt^et, two stories high, driven by a forty horse power engine 
instead of the single horse which had furnished the power previously for 
this shop, was also completed, the old shop being converted into a boiler 
shop.

By this time house heaters had been installed in the residences of 
J. L. Platt, W. E. Haxtun, E. H. Kerr and 0. H. Loomis, and in the 
Congregational church, as well as in a few other places in Illinois and 
Iowa. We learn from a long letter from Dr. G-. E. Kimball of Iowa City,
Iowa, that the Anderson Steam Heater in his home was very satisfactory in 
February, 1872, and in March of the same year he wrote another two-column 
letter which still further boosts the Kewanee product.

In April 1872, the name of the concern appears as the Anderson Steamer 
and Heater Company. From that time until 1875 the growth of the company’s 
business appears to have been steady, and the formation of the Haxtun Steam 
Heater Company occured in the later year.
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In March 1876, the Haxtun Steam Heater Company reported to the state 

treasurer that It had a capital of fifty thousand dollars invested, used 
(annually ten car loads of pipe, forty tons of boiler plate, and one hundred 
and twenty tons of cast iron; it employed from twenty-five to thirty-five 
hands*

In May 1876, this company took contracts for heating buildings in 
jEldora and Ames, Iowa, amounting to fifteen thousand dollars, and the notice 
'of this contract is the first public Intimation of the connection of Joh n 
(H. Pierce with, the industry* From this time on, however, until 1904, his 
name is inseparably linked with the growing manufacturing, interests of 
Kewanee through his continuous connection with them and the tremendous 
strides which they took under his hands*

In September, 1876, the Haxtun Steam Heater Company obtained its first < 
side track for its exclusive use* The next four years were apparently
years of continuous growth, for in October, i860, the Geneseo "News" reports

✓I that the Haxtun Steam Heater Company employed one hundred and twenty men 
and melted five tons of iron daily. At that time Mr* J* H, Pierce was 
secretary of the company and Phil Potter its superintendent. About the 
same time, or a month or two later, there is also evidence that the company 
had begun the manufacture of fittings In a considerable way, for a three- 
way reaming and tapping machine was built at a cost of over two thousand, 
five hundred dollars which it was said would finish the three openings of 
a tee in about two minutes. The inventor and builder of this machine was 
Mr* N. D. Bailey, a mechanic of rare ability who had already been in the 
employ of the company for a number of years and Is still employed In the 
Kewanee Works of the National Tube Company.

Early in 1881 a "large boiler factory" was built and a considerable 
addition to the foundry, and in March of the same year Mr. J. H. Pierce 
retired from the firm of Pierce and Brother to devote his entire time to 
the Haxtun Steam Heater Company. At that time the directors elected were 

; W. E. Haxtun, J. H. Pierce, E. R. Kerr, Phil Potter, and C. S. Wentworth,



and the capital stock was increased from fifty thousand to seventy-five
thousand dollars. It was reported that the freight charges paid during
jthe previous year had amounted to fourteen thousand, five hundred and fifty-

*[three dollars and fifty-three cents and that the business had grown eighty
per cent during that “year just ended*

In October, 1881, two hundred 'hands were on the pay rolls; the foundry
was occupying a space amounting to fifty by one hundred and sixty feet, the
machine shop fifty by one hundred and eight feet, and the boiler shop

*

sixty by one hundred feet. Phil Potter resigned as superintendent in 
October, 1881, and at the next election of directors, in March 1882, his 

!place was filled by E. E. Baker, who has been continuously connected with 
j this industry and with the Kewanee Boiler Company since that time and up 
| to the present; and* Mr. Baker's name is also one of those always thought 
of in connection with the up-building of the manufacturing interests of 
Kewanee.

Building operations were extended during 1882 very largely, the capital 
stock was increased from seventy-five thousand to one hundred thousand 
dollars, and the increase of business during the previous year was reported 
as about one hundred thousand dollars. Brass foundry operations were also 
begun about that time and It is evident that the company was now producing 
a large quantity of fittings and valves in connection with the building 
and installation of its heaters* Power boilers were also a part of its 
product. At this time the moving spirits in the organization were W. E. 
Haxtun, J. H. Pierce, E. E. Baker, H* D* Bailey, and Horton Vail. The 
last named was the head of the boiler making part of the plant and he 
remained in that capacity through many years and up to the time of his 
death, which occurred in 1902, while he was superintendent of the Kewanee 
Boiler Company*

About this time the city (then village) of Kewanee began exercising 
its beneficent powers by vacating portions of streets for the use of the 
rapidly growing needs of the company, a practice which has continued up
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to the present and which has done much to foster the interests of Kewanee's 
manufacturing industries.
; In July, 1882, two molding machines were in operation in the foundry 
rand heat of twenty-three thousand pounds of iron was melted. (Compare this 
with the two thou sand V six hundred pound heat which was the first taken 
:off in 1876.) The following March at the annual meeting of 1883, it was 
reported that the sales for five years had been as follows: 1878, sixty- 
three thousand dollars; 1879, ninety-six thousand dollars; 1880, one 
hundred and sixty-two thousand dollars; 1881, two hundred and eighty-eight 
;thousand dollars; 1882, three hundred and eighty-six thousand dollars; a 
surplus on hand of sixty-eight thousand dollars. The boiler shop covered 

■|an area sixty by one hundred and twenty-four feet; the machine shop, sixty 
by one hundred and ninety-two feet; the iron foundry, fifty by one hundred 
feet; the brass foundry, fifty by sixty feet. In this year the directors 
elected were W. E.Haxtun, J. H. Pierce, C. S. Wentworth, E. E. Baker, and 
L. 0. Goddard. During the previous year the company had used one million, 
one hundred and two thousand feet of pipe, six hundred and forty thousand 

;pounds of boiler iron, three million, five hundred and twenty-four thousand 
pounds of pig iron, end large amounts of scrap, and one hundred and forty- 
nine cars of sand; and there had been paid out to employes one hundred and 
three thousand dollars. Considerable building was done during 1883, and 
in May the company was employing two hundred men.

The next great event was a mass meeting of citizens held June 25,
1883, to consider establishing rolling mills and pipe mills. The company 
was already manufacturing the fittings and valves which were a necessary 
part of the apparatus used with steam heating Installations, but was buying, 
its pipe for radiators and steam lines; thus it is seen that necessity 
was the mother of the mill proposition which was discussed at the mass 
meeting alluded to above. At this meeting it was reported that certain 
capital was ready to build the mill if ground was furnished for the purpose 
and the following named citizens were appointed a committee on ways and



ceans: A. B. Ashley, T. P. Pierce, C. C. Blish, David Bennison, M. C. 
ftuinn, Elias Lyman, John Lyle, A. F. Bigelow, C. K. Laid, S. T. Miles,
E. R. Kerr, H. T. Lay, and E. V. Bronson. This committee reported at a 
meeting held June 27th, two days later, that it had succeeded in securing 
subscriptions, locally, amounting to eleven thousand, tv/o hundred and 
thirty-six dollars. Later this committee purchased the ground upon which 
the mill buildings of the National Tube Company, Kewanee Works, still stand 
^.nd reported having sold the buildings which formerly occupied this site 
for twp thdusand, one hundred and seventy-five dollars.

About the middle of July, 1883, the rolling mill and pipe mill 
proposition became more than a promise by the incorporation of the Kewanee 
Rolling and Pipe Mill Company with the following incorporatorsi L. 0. 
G-oddard, Chicago; John W. Gilbert and John G. Foote, Burlington, Iowa;

’and W. E. Haxtun and J. H. Pierce, Kewanee. At the first annual meeting 
-of this allied company the following were chosen directors5 John G. Foote, 
John W. Gilbert, L. 0. Goddard, J. H, Pierce, and W. E. Haxtun. The 
officers elected were: J. H. Pierce, president; John W. Gilbert, vice- 
president; E. E. Baker, secretary and treasurer. The capital stock was 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

Buildings for these mills were commenced about August 1, 1883, and 
(November 14th some of the machinery was set in motion by engines aggregating 
six hundred and fifty horsepower. On that date the first iron was rolled. 
!The following statistics in regard to these mills are found in the issue 
of the Kewanee "Courier” of November 21, 1883* The rolling mill occupied 
a building seventy-five by two hundred feet with an ell sixty by sixty- 
five feet; the pipe mill was housed in a building sixty by two hundred 
jfeet with an ell forty by one hundred and seventy-five feet; the gas 
jproducer building was forty by one hundred and fifty feet; and the boiler 
house forty by one hundred and ten feet. The buildings were all of frame 
jtimbers covered with forty tons of corrugated iron sheets and covered an
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aggregate area of two and one-half acres. Over a million brick were also 
|used in the construction of furnaces, etc*

In the skelp mill there were three stands of rolls driven by a four
(hundred horse power Corliss engine* The iron was heated in two gas fur-

*naces having a capacity of sixty tons per day of twenty-four hours* There 
| were also two quadruple gas puddling furnaces having a capacity of twenty- 
j four tons of muck iron per day. In the pipe mill there were three regener
ative gas furnaces, two for butt weld pipe and one for lap weld boiler 
tubes, and the combined capacity of these furnaces was said to be one 

| hundred tons of pipes and tubes per day. The addition of these mills 
raised the total number of employes so that late in I883there were about 

i five hundred people at work. At the close of the year a record of seven 
(hundred pieces of pipe per day had been established; the monthly pay roll 
jhad reached twenty thousand dollars; and the annual incoming freight 
; amounted to over ten thousand tons. Late in January, 1884, the pipe mill

s

was turning out about thirty thousand feet of pipe daily, and already a 
new muck train was contemplated to double the capacity of the rolling 
mill.

In March, 1884, the Haxtun. Steam Heater Company and the Kewanee 
Rolling and Pipe Mill Company were consolidated under the name of the 
former, with a capital took of five hundred thousands dollars, and the list 
of officers elected at that time was: W. E. Haxtun, president; J. H. 
Pierce, secretary; E. E, Baker, cashier; and these with Messrs. Wentworth, 
G-oddard, Gilbert, and Foote constituted the board of directors of the 
new company.

Mr. William B. Sandford had taken charge of the pipe mill and it was 
under his superintendence that this mill continued to turn out increasing 
quantities of pipe for over twenty years.

At the annual meeting in March, 1885, the same directors and officers 
as in 1884 were elected, with the exception of Mr. E. E. Baker who became 
treasurer. In October of that year the pay roll had risen to twenty-two
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thousand dollars per month, and throughout the year the average number of 
employes was five hundred and fifty, while the sale increased one hundred 
thousand dollars over 1884, At the annual meeting of March, 1886, the 

! same directors and officers were elected, and again in 1887. In 1886 
| the capital stock was reduced to four hundred thousand dollars, all paid 
; in, and the pay roll for that year was three hundred and thirteen thousand, 
I one hundred and thirty-ei&ht dollars and eighty-four cents; the shipments 
amounting to twenty-two million, three hundred and thirty-three thousand, 
iseven hundred and sixty-nine pounds#

A disastrous fire occurred January 1, 1888, which destroyed all the 
•mill buildings except those housing the gas generators and boilers. It 
was at once decided to rebuild, and operations were commenced within a 
few days on a larger scale than ever, so that on Washington*s birthday 
work was resumed in the rolling mill. At the time of the annual meeting 

; the following March, everything was going as before and the same directors 
and officers were elected. At this time the pay roll, was announced to 
have been for the year previous about four hundred and twelve thousand 
dollars, and there were about nine hundred men employed.

Passing over the balance of the year 1889, which was marked by some 
building operations, the annual meeting of March, 1890, marked the entrance 
of the National Tube Works Company into an interest in the affairs of the 
Haxtun Steam Heater Company. The directors elected were: J. H. Pierce,
E. C. Converse of New York, H. N. Wade of Batavia, Illinois, C. A. Lamb, 
Chicago, Edw. Worcester, St. Louis, L. 0. Goddard, Chicago, and E. E.
Baker. Mr. Pierce was elected president; Mr. Baker, vice president and 
treasurer; Mr. Edw. Worcester, secretary; and A. M. Hewlett, assistant 
treasurer. Of the above directors, Messrs. Converse, Lamb, and Worcester 
were National Tube Works Company men, and the election of Mr. Worcester 
as secretary of the company brought into the organization a man who did 
much for it in extending its business, and has been directly connected 
with the company ever since, with the exception of two or three years.
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He Is now vice president of the National Tube Company of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and a very good friend of Kewanee*s manufacturing interests.

In 1890 Mr. J. H. Pierce went to McKeesport to act as assistant general 
manager of the National Tube Works Company*s great plant at that place. 
October 20th of that *year the Haxtun company was employing one thousand, 
one hundred men, and in September, 1890, the first girls were employed in 
the core rooms. The capital stock of the company was also increased one 
hundred thousand dollars during this year.

The following March, 1891, the old name of Haxtun Steam Heater 
Company was discontinued and the name Western Tube Company was adopted.
'The same directors were elected as in the preceding year with the addition 
of Mr. J. C. Williams, who ha,d come to Kewanee to take charge of the 
fitting and valve operations, and he remained with the company until 1898.
In June, 1891, the pipe finishing mill was started.

In 1892 the officers were the same as in the preceding year, except 
that Mr. Hewlett became treasurer. Mr. Hewlett*s connection with the 
company lasted from that time until his death in 1907, as treasurer, 
secretary and treasurer (after the retirement of Mr. ’Worcester), vice presi
dent, and president, and his name must be linked with those of Mr* J.H. 
Pierce and Mr. E. E. Baker as composing the triumvirate which has done 
more for the manufacturing interests of Kewanee than any others.

In June, 1892, a mass meeting of citizens was held at which an in
demnifying bond was signed protecting the company on the title to streets 
[which had been vacated by the city. In this year also the company engaged 
in the manufacture of malleable iron fittings.

In the spring of 1892 the Western Tube Company decided to discontinue 
the manufacture of boilers and other heating apparatus, with the exception 
of radiators, continuing the manufacture of pipe, fittings, and brass and 
[iron valves. Accordingly, a new company known as the Kewanee Boiler Company 
was organized by Mr. E. E. Baker, and the history of that company becomes 
from that time on the history of a separate corporation which will be
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reviewed later on in this chapter.

At this time, also, the Western Tube Company started on its grand 
march of development to proportions which it reached in 1906 and 1907* 
During the years 1893-94-95, this development was comparatively rapid, but 
in 1896, on account *bf the almost complete stagnation of business through
out the country, there was a decided set-back. At that time Mr. J. H.
Pierce was president; Mr. J. C. Williams, vice-president; Mr. A. M. Hewlett, 
secretary; and Mr. C. E. McCullough, treasurer. Mr. J. C. Williams retired 
shortly afterward, but the other officers remained about as above until 
the election of Mr. C. I. Pierce as secretary of the company and Mr. A. M. 
Hewlett as vice-president. These officers remained unchanged in the 
relative positions until the retirement of Messrs. J. H. Pierce and C. I. 
Pierce in 1904, at-which time Mr. A. M. Hewlett became president; Mr. John 
Duncan vice-president; and Mr. C. E. McCullough, secretary and treasurer. 
iThis organization was continued until the death of Mr. Hewlett in December, 
1907. Mr. C. E. McCullough,retired December eli-1907; ahdswith these two 
'men, who had been so long Identified with the prosperity and upbuilding of 
the company, removed by death and retirement, the Western Tube Company 
ceased to exist as an operating concern, although it still has a corporate 
existence.

January 1, 1908, the National Tube Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
which has had a controlling interest in the stock and management of the 
jWestern Tube Company since 1895> determined to operate the plant of the 
j Western Tube Company in exactly the same way that its other departments 
were operated,and the Western Tube Company became, for operating purposes, 
jKewanee Works, National Tube Company. Mr. Duncan wan transferred to 
(Pittsburg to take charge of the sales of Kewanee Works products, in which 
position he remained until his resignation in September, 1909* The oper
ation of the plant was entrusted to a local manager, Mr. J. C. Bannister,

j who had been a foreman, superintendent, and chief engineer, and at the 
present time the works are in operation under his management, with Mr.
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J. N. Gamble as superintendent of foundry departments; Mr. G. D. Terry, 
superintendent of mill department; and Mr. E. E. Bowman, chief clerk.

Not only the stock of the old Western Tube Company, but all the real 
estate and other property of that company, are now owned by National Tube 
Company of PittsburgPennsylvania.. The present directors of the Western 
Tube Company are: Win. B. Schiller, Edw. Worcester, John D. Culbertson, and

| Taylor Allderdice, all of Pittsburg, and J. C. Bannister of Kewanee.
In the early part of this review of the history of the Tube Company

j at the risk of tedious details, much information has been given to 

’illustrate the normal and steady growth of the business which started in 
I such a modest way from the old Anderson Feed Steamer. This was deemed 
|desirable because it is always worth while to observe the development of 
a meritorious undertaking, and because there are but few who can recall 
the facts as presented. It hardly seems necessary to allude in detail to 
the enormous growth of the Tube Company in the years which have elapsed 
since 1892, the time when the original business became detached from the 
parent company, as most of such history is within the recollection of 
those living in Henry county today.

The growth has been natural but almost beyond belief to those who have 
not witnessed.it. The works now cover upwards of forty acres, and the 
buildings and equipment are for the most part of the most substantial and 
durable character. With only one or two exceptions, the larger buildings 
are all of steel and brick construction and especially adapted to the 
purposes to which they are put. In 1906 and 1907 the total number of 
employes reached about four thousand, two-hundred men, girls and boys, and 
the pay roll amounted to about two million, five hundred thousand dollars 
annually.

During the depression of business which occurred in 1908, the product 
of the plant necessarily fell off to a minimum, and it is only within the 
past six months that operations have been at all normal, and that only in 
certain departments. At the time this is written conditions are improving



very rapidly, and the works now employs about two thousand, three hundred 
people and is paying out over one hundred and twenty thousand dollars per 
month in wages. The present capacity may be judged from the following:

[ Iron melted per day, three hundred and eighty thousand pounds; brass melted 
per day, forty-two thousand pounds; pipe welded per day, three hundred

i

i tons.
On account of its isolated position, away from the base of supplies 

which run into large tonnages, it is not likely that the mills of this 
| company in Kewanee will ever operate continuously to produce as great a 
j product as in 1906, but the other lines of goods which are manufactured,
I fittings, valves, and other steam and water appliances, are continually 
[ becoming in greater demand and this part of the business will undoubtedly

Jgrow to very largely increased proportions.


