
IFred Machesney 
Was Air Pioneer
Fred E. Machesney, 56, of Rock-1 until 1924 when he bought his first 

ford, introduced aviation to Ke-: Curtiss Jenny, second-hand for- 
wanee 30 years ago. $1,000. He had 45 minutes of

It was Machesney who pioneered; “check time” and then was flying 
the industry here in 1924 before! the plane himself, 
going to Rockford in 1928, where | Like other pilots, Machesney
he has since operated one of the 
finest airports in the state.

Born in Annawan, Machesney’s 
decision to be
come an airman 
dates back to 
1910, when he 
rode a bicycle 10 
miles to see his 
first airplane. He 
was in the U.S.
Army Air Corps 
late in 1918 in 
World War I, but 
only got to drive 
a motorcycle.

He was living Machesney 
in Kewanee in 1919 when he de
cided to learn to fly. He,went to 
Sikeston, Mo., where he paid over 

i $400 for lessons. He started to fly 
on a Monday afternoon and made 
his first solo flight on Friday of 
the same week. He was back home 
the next Monday after having had 
four hours and 40 minutes of in
struction and five hours and 20 
minutes flying a plane cross
country.

He had no money left to buy a 
plane and therefore bided his time

started barnstorming, doingl 
everything from giving people I 
their first ride in an airplane to 
distributing handbills over cities. 
Pastures and cornfields were 
landing fields and after a day’s^

almost IIwereflying, the pilots 
black with dust.

Machesney recalls that it was' 
rugged business trying to earn a > 
living in aviation’s early days. I 
He said he has always felt that 

! “aside from the marvelous perfec
tion of airplane engines,” the big
gest contribution to commercial 
aviation is the development of the 
controllable propellor which en
ables a pilot to lift a much greater| 
load off the ground than he could 
with the old-style propellor.

In December, 1953, Machesney 
was the central figure in, a* Rock
ford observance of the 50th anni
versary of the first successful 
engine-propelled airplane flight of 
Orville and Wilbur Wright, at 
Kitty Hawk, N. C.

Machesney has a sister and 
brother in Kewanee, Mrs.* Albert^ 
Ebel and Carl Machesney and 
brother, Vern, in Annawan.

UPPORT OPERATION AGAIN
Kewanee will resume its place as an op

erational point on the nation’s air maps in 
the coming months as result of a lease re
cently concluded with Robert Kennedy and 
R. D. Cole of Peoria. This will be welcome 

'news to hundreds of flyers in this section 
as well as to those whose funds in ’29 made 
the acquisition of the airport possible. It 
will be good to see the beacon of Kewanee 
airport flashing again and planes overhead.

In the airport-building era of the late 
1920’s, Kewanee invested over $40,000 in 
as good a local field as the nearby terrain 
permitted and built a steel hangar. After 
several setbacks and losses, the directors 
of Kewanee airport decided the only way 
to carry on was to farm this field through 
the depression and war period. Thanks to 
good crops, and wise handling of funds by 
the airport board, the airport company 
squared its accumulated debt and was in 
good position when flying operations could 
be resumed after V-J Day.

Ti ie new airport lessees bring to Kewanee 
a fine background of flying experience and 
airport management. They step into al
most virgin territory for airport develop
ment, flight instruction and aircraft ser
vicing. Several thousand from the Tri- 
Couinties were in the AAF, naval aviation, 
or tfeie ATC during this war and will want 
to continue their flying or buy planes. The 
new ^operators of Kewanee airport will be 
readw for these demands and should be able 
to doi a great deal to make this field a cen
ter olf air traffic and activity. Whatever 
they Ido will advance Kewanee’s progress. 
The caqmmunity wishes them well in their 
undertaking. For this development the 
forecast is sCT^ktly CAVU.
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PIONEERS IN KEWANEE AVIATION—Here is a second-hand Curtiss Jenny, which 
Fred Machesney, Kewanee’s first professional aviator, bought for $1,000 in 1924 for 
barnstorming trips in this area. Pastures and corn fields were landing fields. Knee-
deep in an oatfield, are left to right: Attorney Russell T. Neville, an early enthusiast of 
aviation. Henry Wortman and^ Machesney.
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birth of Curtiss in 1878.
Aviation notables such as 

Machesney chosen for the Hall ' 
of Fame will be honored with

FRED Ef MACHESNEY 
...Sewanee Air Pioneer^
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KEWAN££

ROCKFORD - Kewanee’s 
air pioneer Fred E. Machesney, 
3402 Ridge Ave., Rockford, has 
recently oeen named to the 
National Aviation Pioneers 
Hall of Fame in Ham
mond spon, N.Y. * . ,

A veteran of 55 years in 
aviation, including 47 as owner- 
operator of Machesney Airport 
in .Rockford, he was selected 
for' the honor by the OX-5 
Aviation Club. O 

Machesney’s name will be 
enshrined in the museum at the 
birthplace of Glenn Hammond 
Curtiss, airplane builder and 
founder; of the aviation in
dustry. The ceremony 
customarily takes place near 
the May 21 anniversary of the

iii*
D / ~E t A J| i “I’m very,pleased with this,'! residents learned to fly at
K// n Y X # ■ ##lr ^ A* fell it is a great honor,” Machesney Airport. During 

w j V Ww *#£• admitted Machesney, who holds ^ World War II he trained 1,139

JU OffhM
metal plaques appropriately *be Penney Co., which! is 
inscribed and bearing the building a new shopping center 
likenss of the individual in the a* *be site that will be 
hall. The plaques are mounted ?ppr°pria;®*y , named 
in the Glenn H. Curtiss Museum “Machesney Field, 
at HammondsjJort, N.Y, Thousands of Rockford area

residents learned to fly at

// /> /^

Amount Forwar

pilot's license No. 407. Army air cadets and later more
Born on a farm near U“"'.100 veterans took pilot 

Annawan, Machesney saw his ^ere during the G.l.
first airplane in ,1913 in Blij-
Kewanec* and learned to fly in a -he OX-5 Club, a national 
Curtiss-Jenny biplane -in 1919.' organization, took its name 
He operated the Machesney *r0Ip ^)e airPlane engine in- 
Airport east of Kewanee from rented by Curtiss and used in 
1924 to 1927 before establishing hls ^mous biplanes. Club 
the Machesney Airport at members have all flown in 
Rockford in 1928, planes powered by the OX-5

Machesney retired last year enB*ne during the limited 
at age 76, and sold his airfield to peri°d of aviation s early years.
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FRED MACHESNEY
...With Goggles, Scarf, Cigar
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BY BOB WESTLUND

The Rockford Morning Star newspaper 
following editorial after Machesney's death:

'Dreams Never Die'

carried the

‘Fred Machesney is dead. He was 79 years old.
“For those who grew up in Rockford in the simpler days 

before World War II, both facts seem unbelievable.
‘For them, Fred Machesney was indestructible.
“For them he will alway be young.

“Fred Machesney was a pilot.
“Not one of those who pilot today s super airliners, guided 

by every gadget modern science can devise. He was a pilot in 
the days when only a little cloth, a little glue, a lot of courage 
and a man’s own skill were available to get into the air and 
back down again.

“He was a pilot in the days when airplanes and pilots and 
flying were the stuff young boys’ dreams were made of.

“Fred Machesney was a hero for the boys growing up in 
Rockford.

“And he was much more.
“He devoted 57 years to aviation here. He brought the first 

air mail service to Rockford.
“His airport, located for most of those years north of Loves 

Park, was the aviation hub for Rockford — for both 
passengers and products.

“He trained more than 4.000 pilots.
“He held the national record for continuous one-owner 

operation of an airport.
“His name is in the National Aviation Hall of Fame.
“One of the old sayings of aviation goes something like 

this: There are old pilots, and there are bold pilots. But there 
are no old, bold pilots.’

“Fred Machesney gives the lie to this.
“When his own flying days started back in 1919. there was 

only one kind of pilot — a bold pilot.
“But Fred Machesney took all those risks — and survived. 

He died quietly in his home at 3402 Ridge Ave.
“But for those youngsters who grew up in Rockford before 

World War II. Fred Machesney will live forever. He provided 
them with their dreams, and dreams never die.”

We add our condolences to his sisters. Mrs. Helen Ebel, 512 
E. 1st St.. Kewanee. and Mrs. Della Rose of LaMar, Mo.

Fred Machesney was also a childhood hero for this writer, 
who had the good fortune of spending some exciting weekends 
in Machesney's airport home during his childhood.

A kindly, generous man, true to his legend of once “flying 
by the seat of his pants,” Machesney held pilot's license No. 
408 and engine mechanic certificate No. 923, two of the lowest 
numbers in what is now one of the biggest transportation and 
entertainment fields in the world but what literally was the 
“new frontier” in his day.

It was my great pleasure to interview Machesney in 1975 
for a feature article in the Star-Courier, one of the most 
interesting stories we ever assembled because we knew it 
was about an authentic, true-life legend, a man this area and 
the world will not soon forget.

Last Of Living Legends
ON SATURDAY, Dec. 3, 1977, the area's air pioneer' and 

the as: :-f the living flying legends Fred Machesney died 
quietly in his home in Rockford.

It was Fred Machesney who flew the first air plane in 
Henry County back in 1919, and he later became a pioneer in 
air transportation and travel.

Born on a farm two miles south of Annawan m 1898. 
Machesney saw his first airplane, a Curtis Jenny, at the 
Kewanee Fair in 1919 after riding his bicycle to town He 
later learned to fly at Sikeston, Mo., in 1919 and established a 
private air strip eas: of Kewran£e along Route 34 in 1923

In 1927 Machesney established the Machesney Airport in 
Rockford, which he owned and operated until his retirement 
in 1974 when he sold the land for the development of the



A6—Star-Courier, Kewanee, III., Friday, Aug. 7, 1987

Area aviation pioneer
receives lifetime honor

By BETTY SULLIVAN 
Of The Star-Courier

SPRINGFIELD - The late Fred 
Machesney, who began his pioneer 
aviation career in Kewanee in 1924, 
has been chosen as one of six people 
to be inducted into the Illinois 
Aviation Hall of Fame.

Known as the man who “kept 
aviation alive in Rockford between 
the wars,” Machesney was named 
to the National Aviation Pioneers 
Hall of Fame in Hammondsport, 
N.Y. in 1975.

A veteran of 55 years in aviation, 
Machesney first became interested 
in flying in 1910, when at age 12, he 
rode his bike 10 miles — from his 
home south of Annawan to the fair 
— to see his first airplane.

He joined the U.S. Army Air 
Corps in 1918, but the war was over 
in 37 days, and the only thing he got 
to drive was a motorcycle.

In 1919, he went to Sikeston, Mo., 
where he paid $400 for one week of

lessons.
He bought his first Curtiss Jenney 

second-hand for $1,000 in 1924, and 
opened a “barnstorming” operation 
east of Kewanee, about where the 
Hyster plant is now located.

For the next three years, 
Machesney operated his small 
airport, offering passenger flights, 
instruction, advertising, cross
country tours, exhibitoin flying and 
aerial photography in a 1925 Star- 
Courier ad.

Not yet called Route 34 by local 
people, the ad said the “flying field” 
was located on the “Gutschlag 
farm, east of Kewanee on the hard 
road.”

His small commercial operation 
covered Illinois, Iowa and 
Wisconsin.

In 1927 Machesney opened the 
“oldest privately owned airport in
the U.S.”

From 1939 on, his airport at

Rockford was under contract to the 
Armed Forces to train pilots and 
instructors, with a staff of 10 pilots 
and four mechanics.

He trained a total of 1,139 Air 
Force pilots and over 3,000 civilian 
pilots before retirement in 1975, 
when he sold his airport to the J.C. 
Penney Co. to build the Machesney 
Mall in Rockford.

At the time of his retirement, 
Machesney said he felt the “biggest 
contribution to commercial aviation 
was development of the controllable 
propeller, which enables the pilot to 
lift a much greater load.”

Machesney had pilot certificate 
309 and aircraft and engines 
mechanic certificate 923.

Machesney’s parents were Jay 
and Minnie Machesney. He has two 
sisters still living. They are Helen* 
Ebel, Kewanee, and Della Rose, 
LaMar, Mo. His wife, Mae 
Schlindwein preceeded him in 
death.
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ByBEAN TOD; dent of the OX-5 Clqb, a pioneer pilot himself,
~ ~ Ulipu/ had an important part in selection of both Has-

l of Fame. >t 
the airplane en-

ford, has been named to LMational. Aviation P*o- . flown in planes powered by the OX-5 engine 
•Y iieerS Hall of Fame in Hammondsport, N.Y. daring a limited period of aviation's early

Veteran of.55 years in aviation, including 47; . years. 4 v
as operator of Machesney Airport in Rockford,, ' 1 Such aviation Notables as Machesney chosen

: bo was selected for the honor by the OX-S Club.:? i j fi* the WM of Fame will be honored by metal

4 s-

‘Machesney is the second Rockford aviation 
pioneer named 
late Col Bert 
No.lontheM
Club cre&ted the honor in 1970. ;| i \ , p

Machesney's name is expected to be ensfc 
rined in the museum at the birthplace of Glenn 
Ifymmond Curtiss, airplane builder and a 
founder of the aviatioti industry. The ceremony 
customarily lakes place near the May 21 anni- 
versarjr of the birth of Curtiss in 1878.

t>Tick Rerich, ^orf ford, national vice presi-

plaques appropriately inscribed and bearing 
the likeness of the individual honored. The

Machesney
ognition of his contributions to the estab
lishment of the aviation industry/' ' *

"I'm very pleasfcd," Machesney said. ”1 
think it's a great honor." .*
( He learned to fly In 1919 In a Ourtlta Jennie 
plane. Machesney operated an airport in Ke- 
waneo for three years before coming to Rock
ford in 1927. He established an alri>ort here that

year, then moved in 1928 to a larger site half a 
mile north. * , ’■-i v * . .• 7V -■ v '
u. The larger site enabled Hassell and his part
ner, Parker D. (Shorty) Cramer, to get off the 
ground in their. Stinson mbnhplane, the Great
er Rockford, on a RockfonHo-Stockholm flight 
attempt in 1928. They were forced down, diort 
of fuel, on the Greenland ice cap, hiking out 
safely two weeks later; 1 p’ i 

From 1928 until last year, when he lold the 
field, Machesney operated it as Machesney Air
port. It is slated to become a shopping center^ 

Thousands of Rockfcrd-area residents 
learned to fly at Machesney Airport. During 
World War II, Machesney trained 1,139 Army 
air cadets. After the war, more than 100 veter
ans took pilot training under the GI bill. Prior 
to the war, scores of students trained at Maoh- 
esney Airport under the Civilian PilorTraining 
program. >y ' * , • v v

For many years, until Greater Rockford Air 
port was developed, Machesney Airport was 
tlie aviation hub of live Rockford area.

V C



Fred Machesney
Was Air Pioneer
Fred E. Machesney, 56, of Rock-; 

ford, introduced aviation to Ke- 
wanee 30 years ago.

It was Machesney who pioneered; 
the industry here in 1924 before; 
going to Rockford in 1928, where! 
he has since operated one of the'; 
finest airports in the state.

Born in Annawan, Maphesney’s 
decision to be- 

j come an airman 
‘ dates back to 
11910, when he 
rode a bicycle 10 
miles to see his 
first airplane. He 
was in the U.S.
Army Air Corps 
late in 1918 in 
World War I, but 

ionly got to drive 
a motorcycle.

He was living Machesney 
in Kew'anee in 1919 when he de
cided to learn to fly. He went to 

iSikeston, Mo., where he paid over 
S400 for lessons. He started to fly 

| on a Monday afternoon and made 
his first solo flight on Friday of 
the same week. He was back home 
the next Monday after having had 
four hours and 40 minutes of in
struction and five hours and 20 
minutes flying a plane cross
country.

He had no money left to buy a 
plane and therefore bided his time

until 1924 when he bought his first 
Curtiss Jenny, second-hand fori 
$1,000. He had 45 minutes of | 
“check time” and then was flying 
the plane himself.

Like other pilots, Machesney 
started barnstorming, doing 
everything from giving people 
their first ride in an airplane to 
distributing handbills over cities. 
Pastures and cornfields were 
landing fields and after a day’s 
flying, the pilots were almost 
black with dust.

Machesney recalls that it was 
rugged business trying to earn a 
living in aviation’s early days. 
He said he has always felt that 
“aside from the marvelous perfec-; 
tion of airplane engines,” the big- j 
gest contribution to commercial 
aviation is the development of the 
controllable propellor which en- 

I ables a pilot to lift a much greater 
load off the ground than he could 
with the old-style propellor.

In December, 1953, Machesney ' 
was the central figure in a Rock
ford observance of the 50th anni-J 
versary of the first successful; 
engine-propelled airplane flight of 
Orville and Wilbur Wright, at 
Kitty Hawk, N. C.

Machesney has a sister and 
brother in Kewanee, Mrs. Albert 
Ebel and Carl Machesney and a 
brother, Vern, in Annawan.

TROPHIES FOR ACHIEVEMENT—Marion and Duane 
Cole, nationally-known stunt flyers and Kewanee’s broth
er aerralists, have won numerous trophies for their air 
feats. On the table beside Marion Cole is the exact scale 
replica of his 450 H. P. Stearman plane used in competi- 

I tion. JOther pictures and trophies surround the pilot. 
Marion Cole is the world’s champion aerobatic pilot.


