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November, 1987
Bob Westlund
f
.»
Kewanee Star-Courier
Central Blvd.
Kewanee, IL. CATEG0RY; NEWS MEDIA-RADIO-T.V.

Dear Bob:
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the
Illinois Basketball Coaches Association, we would
like to inform you of your selection into the
Illinois Basketball Hall of Fame. It is a disti.nct
honor to be enshrined with the other people who have
contributed so greatly to Illinois Basketball.
Plans have been finalized for the 16th Annual
Hall of Fame Induction Dinner. As a new member of
the Hall of Fame you are cordially invited to join
us- for this memorable occasion. We sincerely hope
you will. be able to attend.
The dinner will be held at the Illinois State
University Union Ballroom, Normal, IL, on Saturday,
April 30, 1988 at 5:15 p.m. , serving starts at
6:00 p.m., the doors open at 5:15 p.m.
H

■' >

All information relative to the induction banquet
is enclosed with this official correspondence.
Congratulations on your outstanding achievements.
Sincerely,

COLLEGIATE REPRESENTATIVES

Ron Ferguson, Bradley U. — P.P.
Rich Herrin, Southern III. U. — P.P.
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL REPRESENTATIVES
North • Mike Small (Regina Dominican), Chairman
Central • John Gross, Peoria Limestone
South - Dennis Koester, Teutopolis

Ed Butkovich
Co-Chairman
Hall of Fame Committee

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS

Jack Tosh, York H.S.
Mike McCuskey (Attorney), Lacon
Gary Croegaert, Amboy
PAST PRESIDENT
Bob Avery, Mattoon
Ron Herrin, Benton (Ex. Sec.)

Chuck Rolinski
Co-Chairman
Hall of Fame Committee

Enclosure
EB/CR/amc

Hall of Fame Banquet

Illinois State University, Normal — April 30, 1988
All-Star Games
Boys — Bradley University, Peoria (New Civic Arena) — June 25, 1988
Girls — Illinois Central College, East Peoria — June 18, 1988
—

KEWANEE HIGH SCHOOL
BOB WESTLUND NIGHT
JANUARY 24, 1997
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, ROBERT EDWIN WESTLUND, graduated from Kewanee High School on May
31, 1955 as a very intelligent young man; attended both the University of Illinois and the
University of Florida; served in the Armed Forces in the Public Information Department; and
was hired by the Kewanee Star Courier in 1961; and
WHEREAS, he was bom November 23, 1937 to Robert and Oretha Westlund; eldest of
two children, he has a sister Betty who graduated from Kewanee High School in 1961; while in
high school he was president and vice-president of his homeroom, a member of the Bi-Phy
-Chem Club, Advisory Staff member, was on the Office Staff, and served the Traffic Safety
Council and the Canteen, was on the Promotion Staff for the Class Play and , of course, a writer
for the K-Chronicle; and
WHEREAS, over the years Bob Westlund has developed a way with words, and now has
his own unique style; he is an accomplished journalist who has written hundreds of lead
stories preparing the community for Kewanee High School Varsity and Riveter games; he has
traveled to Kewanee athletic events in all kinds of weather, and always has a follow-up story
ready for the Star Courier the next day announcing the results and detailed descriptions of the
games; was presented by Kewanee High School a plaque in 1985 at Homecoming for over thirty
years of Outstanding Journalistic Abilities & Dedication of Loyalty ; and
WHEREAS, tonight's honoree was himself an athlete while at Kewanee High School; he
played and lettered in baseball and received major letters in football during both his junior
and senior years; and
WHEREAS, tonight's recipient, has been an employee with the Star Courier since 1961
and the long list of services he has performed and still performs for Kewanee High School and
the community includes keeping statistics on Kewanee games for football, basketball, and
track, and is the best source of facts regarding Kewanee High School and area teams; these
services over the years have not been without great personal sacrifice of his time and family;
yet he did them without complaint and he did them well; he is certainly the most loyal and
articulate of all Kewanee fans and is an inspiration to aspiring young journalists; and
WHEREAS, in 1988 he competed against all other sportswriters in the State of Illinois
and was inducted as a sportswriter into the Illinois State Basketball Hall of Fame at Illinois
State University by the Illinois Media; Bob Westlund was Kewanee High School's Honorary
Boilermaker for the 1991 Homecoming celebration; he is a member of the Golf Hall of Fame
by the Kewanee Park District and the Kewanee Bowling Association Honorary Hall of Fame;
therefore be it
RESOLVED, BY THE KEWANEE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT BODY, FACULTY, STAFF
AND ADMINISTRATION that we congratulate BOB WESTLUND on his fine achievements and
accomplishments working with the Kewanee Community and offer compliments for an
outstanding performance during his entire lifetime while serving as a student and later as a
sportswriter with the Star Courier; and that we are pleased that he will be around during his
retirement and hope to see him often; and be it further
RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this preamble and resolution be presented to Mr.
Bob Westlund, to his Mother, Oretha Westlund, and to the Star Courier.
PRESENTED at the Dixon-Kewanee Boys Basketball Game on "Bob Westlund Night".
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___ __, Superintendent

___________ ______________.Assistant Superintendent

__'ZTAthletic Director & Dean

-Ll-t-L.__VMjjh:-___ .Ticket Manager
*

*nr

.Student Council President

It

BOOSTERS HONOR WESTLUND —
rfr Booster Club officers Dale Williams
3nd Dale Baker (center) present StarSports Editor Bob Westlund (right)
- "
appreciation plaque for "20 years of

dedication to Kewanee sports." The plaque
denoted Westlund as the "Most Devoted
Boilermaker." (Star-Courier Photo by Dave
Clarke)
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by BOB WESTLUND —

Brock: Legend In Own Time
H.F. BROCKMAN, the hulking figure at the helm of the
Kewanee High School athletic teams for 33 years, has passed
on to that great stadium in the sky but his accomplishments
on this earth will never be forgotten!
Brock," as he was affectionately known by friend and
athletic foe, died following hip surgery last Sunday at the
Passavant Hospital in Jacksonville, 111., where he and his
wife. Lucille, had resided since their retirment from KHS in
1973.
Brock was a motivator of men during his 43 years of
coaching, and his successes are yet being chronicled and
talked about.
Brock had a way of convincing an athlete that he was
capable of accomplishing things he was not physically or
mentally capable of. He could get people to reach back for
that little extra that it took to be a winner.

i

~ Winners were what he turned oufyear after-year through5
his KHS athletic machinery.
After taking over as athletic director gnd head football,
basketball, baseball and track coach in 1940, Brock went to
work putting Kewanee on the athletic map.
Kewanee was once the most feared and respected athletic
school in these parts of the state. Kewanee was physically
tough and athletically sound under Brockman’s tutelage
through the 1940s and 1950s when he took eight teams into
the old one-class Sweet 16 State Basketball Tournament, had
winning footall teams during nine straight campaigns, and
took athletes to the state track and field meets every year he
coached that sport but one.
His halftime lectures were motivations for his players and
fellow coaches at the time they were delivered, and those
messages carried meaning for many during their later years
of life.
There is little doubt that Brock was indeed a legend in his
own time, a large, likeable guy who spoke softly but carried
that big stick of respect that made him the success he always
was.
His passing through this part of the world had a bearing on
many lives, and his memory will live on with many.
Our sympathy to Lucille and other members of Brock's
family and loved ones he left behind. Our prayers are with
him as we know he's back to his big love, coaching the
athletic teams of Heaven.
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Some Big Shoes to Fill
By BOB WESTLUND
Star-Courier Sports Editor
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NEW SPORTS EDITOR — Robert E. Westlund, 23, is
the new sports editor of The Star-Courier, starting his
duties today. He succeeds William White, who is as
sistant sports editor at Urbana.

Westlund Named
To Sports Post
Robert E. Westlund, 23, start in February 1957,. receiving his
ed his duties today as sports ed release this spring.
He took his basic training at
itor of The Star-Courier.
He was employed by Manag Lackland Field, San Antonio,
ing Editor Jerry Moriarity to Tex., and later served at MacDill
succeed William White, who is at Tampa, Fla., and in Morocco.
now assistant sports editor at He was in the public informa
tion department.
Urbana.
Westlund, 1121 W. Prospect,
St., is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert L. Westlund.
A 1955 graduate of Kewanee
High School, Westlund attended
the University of Illinois for a
year. He entered the Air Force
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be a five square mile military in
stallation, now, since joining the
staff, it has multiplied to nearly
Some mighty big shoes have
a 50-mile radius covering three
been left to fill behind the Star- counties.
Courier sports desk by fortner
editors Bill White and Chuck Starting here at this particular
Keefer. This shoe-filling task time of the year makes me feel
appears at present to be huge, very fortunate as I will be able
very interesting and quite a to cover the rapidly approaching
challenge.
Ndw that I’ve joined the staff football season from the begin
and have taken over the sports ning. I’m looking forward to
beat I’ve set my sights on doing meeting the coaches and players
my all to carry on the fine trad from all the teams in the sur
ition established by my predeces rounding area. I plan to person
sors.
ally visit each squad sometime
Since the majority of my pre before or during the season. The
vious journalism experience has best of luck for a ■ successful
been with my former employer, gridiron season to each of you.
the U. S. Air Force (fingers Since I’ve run out of words
crossed Uncle Sam doesn’t call (in such a short time?) I’ll close
me back!), the transition from thanking the Star-Courier for
the Air Force Blue to casual this wonderful opportunity and
j “civvies” and from a weekly ser- asking everyone to bear with me
jvice paper to this daily publica as I feel my way into this Sec
tion is twofold.
tion of the sports world. See you
My previous beat covered may in print!

Thanks for the memories .
Sunday gathering honors, roasts retiring Star
Courier sports editor
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By MARTHA SZALO
Of The Star Courier
Despite the snow, it was standing
room only Sunday at Bob
Westlund’s retirement party, where
a hilarious roast warmed up the
crowd*
Westlund, who is retiring after 35
years as sports editor at the Star
Courier, was presented with com
memorative plaques from Anita
Bird, the newspaper’s publisher,
and Brian Johnson of the Kewanee
Park District.
“Bob’s helped thousands and
thousands of kids, and he’s made
every one feel special. That’s what
makes him such a great sports
writer,” Johnson said.
Johnson also gave Westlund a
lifetime pass to all park district
activities.
“We wanted to do something real
ly special for Bob,” said park board
member Jim Heberer. “This is the
only one that’s ever been given to

anyone.
Diane Houser created six large
boards mounted with photos span
ning Westlund’s career. Also on dis
play were mementos of previous
honors.
Former athletes and their parents
and children, coaches, family mem
bers, friends and fans packed the
large banquet room at Anthony’s
Great Plains Restaurant, which pro
vided a fantastic array of hors d’oeuvres and other edibles.
But the highlight of the afternoon
was the roasting area coaches gave
Westlund, featuring humorous jibes*!.
personal anecdotes and enough oneliners to make even “Sportsland” —
who is famous for the form —plead
for mercy.
With Mick Peed of the Star
Courier acting as master of cere
monies, members of the audience
laughed until they cried the tears so
close to the surface because of
Westlund’s retirement after 35 years
of covering area sports.
„

Among the roaster

Star Courier photo by Martha Szalo

BOB WESTLUND addresses
those who gathered to honor him
on Sunday.
__________jJjj

—Ifsheen a labor of love, and I
wouldn’t trade it for anything in the
world,” said the obviously moved
Westlund as he thanked those who
came out to honor him.
■ Mike Kirkham, now dean of
students at Kewanee High School
and former record-setting basketball
coach who took his team to the Elite
Eight in 1985-86:
“I think Bobby spent more time in
the locker room than I did. He fol
lowed us all across the country...He
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is an expert in lots of cate press box (“It was a hotbed of
gories — sports writing, sports information down there.”} and
history and statistics and hos entertained them with his
pitality room cuisine. There are famous one-liners:
“My son Matt could never
at least four hospitality rooms
across the state Bob is not get them right. I’d say, ‘Matt,
do you understand that joke?’
allowed in , and justifiably so.”
Kirkham mentioned the and he’d say ‘No.’ And it was
Macomb and Sterling/Newman just as well he didn’t.
“Bob is a great friend and a
tournaments, which lasted
from 8 a.m. to 10 or 11 p.m. great member of the communi
Every time he went to grab a ty.”
■ Frank Tocha, first KHS
bite to eat, Westlund was there
ahead of him, he said. But the girls’ basketball coach whose
Knoxville Regionals were team placed fourth at state,
and cross country coach
unforgettable:
“The hospitality room was in whose 1996 team won first
a small office, but there was a place in the state:
“Bob’s taking his retirement
nice table laid out. They said
to go ahead and start on that, seriously. He’s kind of upset
pizza was coming. I stepped about it. It’s the first time in
out to make a couple of phone his life he’s going to have to
calls. Now. Bob had about 20 drink coffee on his own time.”
He then played ‘Bob’s been
Kewanee people with him.
When I came back, every one a sports writer so long that...
His first AP stories came
of those pizzas was gone.”
Kirkham also expressed his over the teletype machine.
The first horse race he cov
appreciation for all Westlund
did over the years for the play ered was still using chariots.
His first car had Roman
ers, the teams, the schools and
numerals on the license plate.
the community.
When the Star Courier went
“I have, a lot of fond memo
high tech, “everybody in the
ries of Bob,” he concluded.
■ Tom Miler, former basket newsroom knew when Bob was
ball player who went to the on the computer because of all
I sectionals in 1971, and is now the white-out on the screen.”
Tocha praised some of
arguably the best golfer in the
Westlund’s more poetic head
Tri-county area:
“We didn't always play as lines: “Boilers Smoke the
well as we should have, but Leafs;” “Kewanee Bites the
Bob was always kind to us. If Bullets;” and “Boilers Spin
we were pathetic, Bob would Hubs.”
He also touched on his golf
say we didn’t play too badly.
He was probably more upset ing skills: “The last time he
than anybody when we lost to was in Florida he hit so many
Thomridge. He really took it to balls into the water the fish
heart...Bob loved the players, started charging greens
and he was very gracious to fees^.Bob addresses the ball
‘To Whom It May Concern.’
every one of them.”
“One of the things I’m going
Miler mentioned Westlund’s
| prowess on the golf course, to miss most is his sense of
recalling a quote printed in a humor and his jokes...He gave
Lee Enterprises publication:
me true friendship, and it’s a
“Bob is the only one I know relationship I’ll never forget. He
who can swing a golf club in a is a great sports writer, but
phone booth and not break Bob could write anything. He
remirids
me
of
Jack
any glass.”
He noted how Westlund Brickhouse...Bob was a news
always spent time talking to paper man, and that’s a trib
the kids who surrounded the ute to him...We didn’t know it
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was going to be his last year,
but I hope we gave him some
great memories when the cross
country team got first in the
state. I know he gave us some.
Sportsland’s just not going to
be
the
same
without
Westlund.”
■ Dave Lapan, former Galva
athlete, Black Hawk East
coach and current Wethers
field coach:
“I remember when the first
womantcoach was hired. Bob
wrote rit was the first time a
coach wore a dress on the
bench.’ (He) got burned for
that one — she beat the heck
out of him.
“Bob’s friendship is some
thing so dear to my heart.
When I played for Galva, we
weren’t very good. Sometimes
we got a write-up we really
didn’t deserve...As a coach, I
didn’t want to call and report
losses, but Bob always dis
cussed the game with me. He
had a way of making it easy to
call him every morning.
“When I came back from
Iowa, he was the first one to
greet me and make me feel
welcome. And he was instru
mental in helping me get that
job.”
Lapan said his jam-packed
scrapbooks amazed other
coaches.
“They were absolutely flab
bergasted a (small) community
college would get those kinds
of writeups.
“Bob’s type of friendship is
one money can’t buy. He is
always there when I need him,
and always will be, and I thank
him.”
■ Chips Giovanni, retired
Western coach who took sever
al teams to state and made the
Elite Eight:
“They told me to say a cou
ple of words about Bob — he’s
ugly and he’s cheap...One time

(

Mick (Shinkevich) asked Bob
how to spell Mississippi. Bob
asked, ‘The river or the
state?’...When Bob earned his
first athletic letter, Brock
(Coach Helmut Brockman)
read it to him.”
Giovanni also mentioned
Bob’s propensity for hospitality
rooms and buffets.
“He made so many trips to
the to the buffet table they put
up a speed bump.”
Giovanni also spoke of his
close
friendship
with
Westlund, and what an inspi
ration he was to young ath
letes.
“He did a lot for their selfconfidence and self-esteem at
an age when they really need
it.”
■ Jim Golby, superinten
dent of the Kewanee School
District:
“I’ve known him since we
both entered Kewanee High
School together. He was smart
— he got out.”
Golby began his first year of
teaching at Kewanee when
Westlund was a freshman.
“I first knew him as a stu
dent, and I was his chaperone.
When we went to the tourna
ment in Normal this season, he
was on the bus and so was I —
as chaperone.
“He always cared about the
young people, and he always
cared about writing.”
Golby spoke of Westlund’s
family members, his parents
and siblings, aunts and
uncles, and the pride they
must feel, and the traits that
made him a legend.
“His family must be very
proud of him, as I am, very,
very proud.”
Westlund then asked if he
could respond and aimed some
pointed retorts at his roasters
before thanking them for their
love and support through the
years.

Come reminisce or share a tew cnucKies wnn duu wcmiu
After 35 plus years of reporting, Bob will retire on Jan. 3
There will be a special roast at 2 p.m. So please join us,

Celebrating, Uniting and Informing our Community

It won’t be easy, saying
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goodbye to a labor of love
How do you say goodbye to a job
you’ve lived and loved for the major
part of four decades?
With no small portion of remorse
and sense of regret on the part of
“Old Sportsland.”
Some time in the near future
someone other than “Sportsland”
will be covering the games and
matches, and other sports-related
activities of the Tri-County Area,
someone else will be answering the
telephone with a “Sports (and proud
of it)” greeting.
But no one else will ever have the
memories and friendships “Old
Sportsland” has cultivated, enjoyed
and relished since Monday, Aug. 7.
1961.
Not coming to the corner of Main
St. and Central Boulevard before
sun-up on most days will be a hard
habit to break, and not talking
sports and covering endless events,
will be a “Labor of Love” that will be
sorely missed.
Talk about your memories,
many have been revived dur
ing many deeply-appreciated
events the last several days.
Many won’t ever be forgot
ten.
How about Kewanee High
School buddy Roger Reiman
winning the 1964 American
Motorcycle Association Grand
National Racing Series!
Reiman also is the only
three-time winner of the Daytona,
Fla., 200-Mile Motorcycle Race and
he’s still a popular “Legends” rider
every March during Daytona Bike
Week.
Thanks to Roger, “Sportsland”
met and shook hands with Mr.
Davidson of Harley-Davidson
Motorcycles, and world-famous dare
devil jumper Evel Knievel.
Then there was Denny Nelson, a
Wethersfield High athlete, earning

Sportsland.
with Westlund
By BOB WESTLUND

Little All-American tackle honors at
Illinois State University, Normal, and
going on to play nine seasons in the
NFL with the old Baltimore Colts and
Philadelphia Eagles.
And, he’s got a huge Super Bowl
ring to prove it!
Who could forget Danny
,
Breedlove taking second at 155pounds at the IHSA State Wrestling
Tournament as a KHS senior and
then going on to post two National
Junior College champi
onships for Black Hawk of
Moline and two NCAA
National seconds for the
University of Iowa and Coach
Dan Gable?
Coach Frank Tocha’s
1996 Kewanee High CrossCountry “Pack in Black” won
the IHSA Class A State Meet,
affording Sportsland a state
title coverage credit.
How about covering a mod
ern-day record 34 IHSA Boys State
Basketball Tournaments, and 23
Class A Boys State Finals at
Champaign’s Assembly Hall?
That’s every Assembly Hall finals,
and all of the Class A finals since
11972.
During that span Kewanee was in
the Elite Eight in 1971 under Coach
Em Lindbeck, in 1986 under Coach
Mike Kirkham, and in 1994 under
Coach Jim Peck.

Sportsland

JOURNAL STAR, Peoria, Satun
Saturday, February 1,

Westlund retires

Western of Buda-Sheffield had
back-to-back undefeateds (29-0 in
KEWANEE— Bob Westlund
1975 and 31-0 in 1976) descend on
retired Friday after 35 years as
Assembly Hall under Coach Chips
sports editor of the Kewanee
Giovanine, the latter taking home
Star-Courier.
the fourth place trophy.
Westlund will be guest of
Coach Ellie Hanning took three
honor at an open house and
Bradford girls teams into the Elite
roast from 2-5 p.m. Sunday at
Eight, Cambridge had one under
the Pioneer Club Pub & Grub,
Coach Carl Goff and Mick
206 N. Chesnut St.
__
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once.
Neponset, under Coach Chuck
Blake, won three straight Sweet 16
berths also.
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Vandalia, Ohio, in 1975.
Long-time friends like Tom
Earlier
that
season
May, “John Boy” Blachinsky.
Ogorzalek won the Joe Moore
Barry Reed and Dr. Mike
Trophy Shoot at the Baker
Quagliano, who have spear
Park Trap Grounds.
headed a second retirement
Sportsland covered 36 City
party from 2-5 p.m. Sunday at
Golf Amateurs from Don
the
Pioneer
Club
for
“Scrubs” Sckrabulis’ 1961 vic
Sportsland, which is open to
tory to Tom Miler’s record low
the public, are hard to match.
effort in 1996; and the same
number of Baker Park Labor
Many thanks to the friends
Day Golf Tournaments.
and
family, as well as company
The list is endless, and
members
who braved the win
surely I’ll forget many key
try blasts last Sunday for the
memories and super-friends
Star Courier’s Retirement
from Kewanee and a multitude
of surrounding communities if Party for Sportsland at
Anthony’s
Great
Plains
I attempt to list all of the thou
Restaurant.
sands of “friends by associa
And thanks to my mother,
tion” accumulated over the last
Oretha Westlund, and 35-year
35-plus years.
companion Diane Houser, for
Sportsland would, however,
their support and backing over
like to remember his many years of long work days, work
friends who traveled with him
weeks and work months.
to games all over the state
It’s had its ups and downs,
since his climbing aboard in but my job, hobby and life, all
1961.
rolled into one, is a full-life
Proven friends like Mick
Mick
roncu unu waaa., _______
“Mr. Stats” Shinkevich,
Gary
•*
_ experience I wouldn’t trade for
Hadsall, Milt Carlson, Mike anything in the world.
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