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H. Coonley Thinks Peak of 
Business Activity Not 

Yet Reached
Howard Coonley, chairman of the 

board of directors of the Walworth 
company, was at the Kewanee works 
the third and fourth of May on a short 
business visit.

In an interview, which he cordially 
granted to a reporter of the Crafts
man, Mr. Coonley made the following 
statement for publication:

“The outstanding accomplishment 
of the Walworth company in the past 
two years is the improvement in the 
quality of merchandise they turn out. 
The raw materials which go into the 
product have been strengthened. 
Design and accuracy of finish have 
been improved. Test requirements 
have been raised. A higher type of 
workmanship along with better ma
chines has advanced quality of fin
ished product. As a consequence of 
this manufacturing progress, Wal
worth today is recognized over the 
entire country to be a quality pro
ducer, a distinction we intend to keep.

“I feel that we’re still on the up 
cui’ve of business. This summer we 
are likely to witness a recession that 
will be greater than the ordinary sea
sonal recession. Such a drop in sales 
will be due to several factors, such 
as the substantial increase in costs 
and consequently prices, uncertainty 
in the mind of the people about fiscal 
policies, a general world-wide feeling 
of unrest, and the fear as to what is 
going to happen abroad.

“I think there will be a gradual 
re-establishment of confidence during 
the summer months which in all prob
ability will be followed by the people 
manifesting a readiness to invest 
money in merchandise, equipment, 
and general construction.

“Crops will naturally have a strong 
bearing on the autumn upturn.

‘ In general I don’t feel that we 
have as yet reached the peak of the 
activity that is bound to come to this 
country in the next few years.”
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Henry Seifert

Griggs and Culp Attend 
Safety Conference

A. F. Griggs, employment manager, 
and Plummer W. Culp, of plug valve 
department, attended the Midwest 
Safety Conference held at the Sher
man hotel in Chicago two weeks ago.

Plummer registered at the booth 
of the American First Aid Supply 
company. He was notified last week 
that he was the winner of a first aid 
kit. This brought forth from the plant 
sage and wit the brittle comment that 
he would need an aid kit if he trav
eled about much with Griggs.

A1 reported that the trip would 
have been very enjoyable if Plummer 
had forgotten just once to tell the 
red caps, bell boys, waitresses, and 
other public servants that his father, 
the white haired old fellow, would pay 
the bill.

In spite of all the old Ned they 
raised in Chicago, these two young
sters picked up a good many new 
ideas on safety which they will pass 
on to the fellows in the shop.
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Henry Seifert Completes 
His Fiftieth Year In 

Tapping Dept.
Henry Seifert, 71-year-old machine 

operator in the tapping department, 
has actually grown grey in the serv
ice of the Kewanee works. He started 
here in 1887. Last month he rounded 
out a half century in our employment. 
The entire fifty years were spent in 
the department where he now works.

Henry was born in Germany. He 
came to this country when he was 
four years old. The ocean voyage 
took four weeks and Henry says that 
the spanning of that vast body of 
water by Merpll in 24 hours is a good 
indication of "the progress the world 
has made in his time.

Since arrival in America, Henry 
has lived in Kewanee.

At first Henry was interested in 
farming. For a number of years he 
sold his services to farmers in the 
vicinity. When he was twenty-one 
years old he accompanied some chums 
to the factory, which was then the 
property of the Western Tube com
pany, and applied for work. He was 
offered a job in the tapping depart
ment and accepted it.

Next year Henry and his wife will 
celebrate their golden wedding anni
versary. They have been married 
forty-nine years. From this happy 
union three children were born, one 
of whom is dead. Their daughter is 
the wife of Louis Seigman of the steel 
finishing department. Their son is an 
electrician at the Kewanee Boiler corp.

Mr. Seifert has seen vast change in 
our plant during his years of service. 
When he started the tapping depart
ment consisted of three or four ma
chines. Now it is a veritable forest 
of machinery.

Henry has no desire to quit work 
or retire. His health is excellent and 
he likes to be occupied with some
thing constructive. His years of asso- 
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N. O. Nelson Men with Hosts

Rotarians See Walworth 
Wheels Go Round

Rotarians who were in Kewanee for 
the Rotary convention recently were 
afforded the opportunity of going 
through the Kewanee works of the 
Walworth company with guides who 
explained how valves and fittings 
were made. Among the out-of-town 
guests who went through the plant 
were W. M. Graham of Oak Park, El
mer Erickson, vice-president of the 
Midland Wire House of Chicago, and 
Geo. Smith of Chicago. These men re
quested that the Craftsman express 
their appreciation to the management 
and the employees for the courtesy 
they were shown.

Helen Hyde attended a dinner and 
formal initiation of the Alpha lota 
sorority April 18. This was held for 
the purpose of organizing an alumnae 
chapter for the Beta chapter of the 
sorority in Peoria.

(Henry Seifert continued from page 1) 
ciation with the company have been 
pleasant and he desires to remain with 
it as long as his physical strength 
will permit.

There is little more than can be 
said. His long service record speaks 
in terms far more eulogistic than any 
written words. In the estimation of 
his fellow workmen Henry stands 
very high. In the estimation of the 
company Henry and men like him are 
considered a big asset. They are 
storehouses of knowledge and experi
ence that cannot be computed in any 
mere physical sense.

Henry’s record is an enviable one. 
We congratulate him and wish him 
many more years on the job.

Statement of
Walworth Aid Association 

For Month of April, 1937
Cash on hand April 1, 1937. .$1,191.08
Interest on Walworth Com

pany Bond ............................. 20.00
Interest on Treasury Bond.. 8.12
Sale of 70 shares of Wal

worth Common Stock......... 1,132.22
Dues received during the 

month....................................... 894.50

Total..........................................$3,245.92
Disbursements 

Sick Benefits to 34
members .............. $928.35

Benefits a/c 2 Wal
worth accidents.. . 80.00

Benefits a/c G out
side accidents. . 163.33 

5 Death Benefits... 500.00 
Cabinet for Secre

tary ........................ 15.01 1,686.69

Cash on hand May 
1st, 1937 ............... $1,559.23

Safety Committee for 
Month of May

Emil Wirth, Chairman 
Fred Wager 
Lester Alderman 
Evard Anderson 
William DeBarre 
Stewart Patterson 
A. F. Griggs, Secretary.

Ruth Gilmore says it is just as well 
for a girl to carry her purse when 
stepping out with her heart throb. 
Then if her Sugar Foots forgets his 
bank roll, a girl can still see the 
movie without too much embarrass
ment.

St. Louis Sales Group of 
N. O. Nelson Company 

Inspect Plant
Mr. A1 Kadera, vice president and 

general purchasing agent of N. O. 
Nelson company, together with Mr. 
Keinker, sales manager, and ten sales
men from the St. Louis district of N. ^ 
O. Nelson company visited the Kr 
wanee works on Monday, May 
and made an inspection tour of our 
plant. They were escorted to Kewanee 
by A. O. (“Dutch”) Ncbiling, Wal
worth salesman, who was kept busy 
shaking hands with friends in the 
shop and seeing that visitors received 
every possible courtesy.

E. B. Keane, assistant vice presi
dent in charge of the Walworth sales 
department, came here for the occa
sion, but urgent business necessitated 
his leaving on the afternoon train.

The visitors were divided into 
groups and were taken through the 
entire plant by Fred Priestman, Tom 
Hardwood, B. M. Page, Frank Rogers 
and Ralph Schamp who acted as 
guides.

They were entertained at luncheon 
and dinner by the Kewanee works. At 
the dinner, which was served in the 
dining room of the main office, A. J. 
Mather, vice president and works 
manager, greeted these genial repre
sentatives of one of the chief dis
tributors of Walworth products, told 
how the long association between 
Walworth company and N. O. Nelson 
company made us feel that they were 
part of our family, and expressed the 
pleasure of the Kewanee works for 
being given a chance to show what 
we do and how we do it. He said it 
not only made him happy to meet 
each and every one of them, but that 
the workmen in the shop were glad 
of the opportunity to see these men 
who were in a true sense of the word 
business associates. In order to give 
the visitors a clearer idea of the 
plant, its organization, and its poli
cies, Mr. Mather called upon the fol
lowing local men for short talks: E. 
W. Beckman, A. E. Witherell, Harry 
McCarthy, and Tom Harwood. In 
conclusion Mr. Mather answered any 
questions which were raised in refer
ence to the plant and products. Mr. 
Kadera and Mr. Keinker thanked the 
Kewanee works for its fine hospitality 
and said the tour of the plant adde' 
to their enthusiasm to sell Walworth

The size of the plant, its modern 
equipment, its production capacity, 
and new products were somewhat of 
a revelation to the visitors who mani
fested intense and intelligent interest 
by asking numerous questions. They 
were all very enthusiastic over what 
they had seen and heard and there is 
no question that they left here real 
Walworth boosters.

George Greer, the little boy with 
the big smile, is our new office boy.

— i
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May Conference Meeting
The regular monthly meeting of the 

Works Conference committee was held 
on Wednesday, May 12, in the dining 
room of the main office. John Goodwin 
furnished a delicious dinner for the 
committeemen.

I There was no unfinished business 
V to be taken up, nor were any new 

recommendations presented. Claude 
Bates reported on the successful op
eration of the new electric deep well 
pump, which is delivering more than 
its rated capacity and making a size
able reduction in the cost of pumping 
water for the plant.

Mr. Mather, works manager, then 
made a talk on general conditions. 
His speech is condensed as follows:

April Shipments Good
“We had a corking good month of 

shipments for the month of April. We 
didn’t make quite 3,000 tons net but 
came pretty close to it, and our bill
ings were the highest we have had 
since before the depression. It just 
goes to show you can’t control this 
business and have it come, along in 
nice even tonnage—every month the 
same. We must be set up to move 
fast and grab it while grabbing is 
good.

“I am exceedingly well pleased 
with the way the employees in the 
plant and office have co-operated to 
take care of the business when it 
came in as fast as it did recently. We 
still have some shortages, not bad, 
but we have lowered our inventories 
to a point where we have a backlog 
to build up on again. The best guess 
we can get, and it seems to be the 
general opinion of the heads of the 
large industries throughout the coun
try, is that there will be more than a 
seasonal summer drop in this country, 
partly due to the fact that we went 
up pretty fast, raised prices from 
time to time until we got to a point 
where the ultimate consumer is be
ginning to hold back.

“There has not been so much specu
lation in our material as in some. 
There is no question in our minds but 
that there was some speculation, as 
this rush went heavier to straight 
sizes than at any time past. We pro
tected ourselves on purchased mate
rials, for if you do not do that before 

f' you get returns from increased sell- 
ing prices on product manufactured 
from high priced raw material, then 
your profits will be slim.

To Even Out Production
“We are trying to even out more on 

our production. I wish I had some 
sort of a chart large enough to show 
you how incoming orders jump up 
and then down again from month to 
month. This peak usually comes with
in one calendar month and then it 
tapers off again. You might have 
three pretty high months, and then 
drop down to two, three or maybe

four low months, and perhaps drop 
down to the bottom. I think, however, 
we have enough backlog of stock to 
make to keep out of much short time 
operation in the summer months. It 
is better for the employee as his in
come will be more even. When in
come fluctuates, people are uncertain 
as to their buying power, and every
body lacks confidence and stops spend
ing, which makes a depression just 
that much worse. We are trying to 
see if we can’t do better jobs on the 
allotment of production than we have 
done before.

“Mr. Coonley was here last week 
and he was pleased to see how well 
the plant was running. He was also 
glad to see we had some new equip
ment, but was most pleased, I think, 
with the improvement in the quality 
of our material. That is one thing 
which has helped us to increase our 
relative position with the trade so 
that we are getting a larger propor
tion of some classes of business com
pared with the total amount sold in 
the country than before. It makes it 
easier to sell, cuts down sales resist
ance, and the complaints are less than 
they were three or four years ago. 
All of which gives us that much more 
leverage in going after business.

Pleased With Record
“I feel very well pleased with the 

record of this organization over the 
last six months. We have had s:me 
desirable business and made a little 
profit in the first quarter, in fact a 
very decent profit. We don’t know 
how April will turn out, but I suspect 
that April will show a better profit 
than March, and it may have enough 
excess to carry May and June along 
with it, so that the second quarter 
may be good also.

Even the earnings of your Company 
are scrutinized by big purchasers, and 
if they see you are making money, 
and keeping your head above water, 
they immediately come to the con
clusion that you know your business; 
that your product is all right and 
that you have good distribution. It 
pays to be successful. Everybody likes 
to climb on the band wagon when it 
is going somewhere and you have a 
good noisy band. What will happen 
the next three or four months nobody 
knows, but the general opinion is that 
the fall might show up pretty good, 
and very likely the first quarter of 
1938 will be better than the first 
quarter of 1937.”

Mr. Beckman then briefly summar
ized a few of the outstanding features 
in orders and production for the 
month of April.

“The month of April, as far as ton
nage for the plant is concerned, was 
the best month since October, 1929. It 
was well above the average monthly 
production for the first quarter of this

[3]

year, and in turn, higher than the 
monthly average production for the 
year 1936.

“Orders, booked in the month of 
April, dropped to a lower level, if 
compared with the orders for any one 
of the months in the first quarter, but 
were above the average monthly book
ings for the year 1936. Incoming 
business for the plant in April was 
practically of the same tonnage as 
production. Yet it was below the bill
ings for the plant and left our inven
tories again below the March level, 
which may now afford the opportunity 
to build up a stock on standard size 
products for warehouse delivery to 
customers.

“Some departments, such as the 
Iron Body Valve, Union, Brass Finish
ing, and the foundries reached back 
many months to find production fig
ures equal to those of April.

New Department Record
“You may recall my telling you at 

the last conference that I was with
holding a departmental, all-time pro
duction record, which the Lubricated 
Valve department brought forth in 
March, because Foreman Webeck 
said he hoped to do better. Well, the 
Lubricated Valve did just what they 
said they would do. The hung up a 
beautiful, all-time production record 
for the month of April, which is cer
tainly a shining example of what a 
bulldog spirit, teamwork, and deter
mination will do to a seemingly in
surmountable obstacle when a willing 
and spirited group of men set their 
shoulder to the wheel to make it go. 
I know that I express the sentiment 
of every department in the plant and 
the management of the company when 
I extend hearty appreciation of this 
commendable production record by 
the men of the Lubricated valve for 
the month of April.

“Nor do we overlook the many 
other examples of outstanding co-op
eration and performance, which come 
to us day by day, from our various 
departments, even though they do 
not happen to mean all-time produc
tion records, sometimes on account of 
the high standard of previous produc
tion work and sometimes on account 
of a limited demand at the time, or 
due to type of work peculiar to that 
department.

“I recall an illustration of just such 
an order shipped to one of our Pacific 
coast jobbers in April. The order 
called for 60 standard stock fittings, 
14 inch to 18 inch, but called for im
mediate shipment. We had but five 
pieces available from stock. The 
Steeliron foundry was buried with 
more than a month’s work ahead, but 
the order was particularly desirable 
due to idle mills in the finishing de- 

(continued on page 4)
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(Conference Meeting continued) 
partment, which were shut down at 
this time. After consulting with the 
men and foreman of the foundry, and 
showing the importance of the order 
in protecting the jobber from com
petitors and also putting men back to 
work on idle finishing equipment, the 
men by staggering operations and 
working on Saturday tore into this 
order as an added responsibility to 
the orders already stacked up. We 
were able to make shipment with ex
cellent delivery. Their fine co-opera
tion put men back to work in the 
finishing department, and our very 
good jobber was enabled to serve his 
customer with excellent delivery.

“In accomplishing production rec
ords and other departmental feats 
how often do we think of the more or 
less ‘forgotten’ man in the mainte
nance division ? When machinery runs 
quietly on, how many of us think of 
the men who, day after day, morning, 
noon and night, Sundays and holidays 
stand by their guns in the boiler 
house, in the power plant, and in the 
water department? Quietly but con
tinually they pour out heat, light, 
water, air, electric power that make 
possible the records of the plant. Do 
we think of the seven men in the 
boiler house and the five men in the 
power plant, carrying on a $500,000 
investment, with a far greater invest
ment in electrical transmission lines 
turning through every building of the 
plant and office. These men, together 
with the fifteen men in the electrical 
department operate, renew, maintain, 
and supervise more than 600 alter
nating and direct current motors 
which range in size from % to 750 
H. P. They maintain more than 3,500 
electric lights. They record more than 
120 meters. They check, by consump
tion, more than five miles of water 
piping in an underground system of 
water distribution. They check over 
29 different electrical circuits, that 
distribute more than 500,000 kilowatt 
hours of electricity per month over a 
network of more than 375,000 feet of 
copper wire. There are more than 7 
tons of copper in one circuit alone, 
supplying the Brass foundry furnace 
room, and when we think of the money 
invested, this 500,000 mill circuit 
would represent a stack of pennies, 
piled face to face, that would build 
up in the air to a height of nearly. 
IV2 miles.

“So, it is easy to see how a cus
tomer, who tries to maintain his pres
tige with the trade in quality and de
livery, often taxes the strength and 
ingenuity of every man in the plant. 
I cited but one instance of fine team
work in just such a case. There are 
many cases just as deserving, which 
occur from month to month. The get
ting together of our men on such an 
order is the beginning. Keeping to
gether is certainly progress, and 
working together will certainly mean 
success. ”

3n Jfltmoriam
ARTHUR DEVILDER, age 38, died 

Wednesday, May 12, in the St. Fran
cis hospital. He resided at 910 Simp
son avenue. Arthur first accepted 
employment with the Walworth com
pany on June 7, 1933. He worked in 
the brass and steel iron foundries. 
Arthur was a mighty fine type of the 
workingman. He was faithful and 
conscientious in his work. These quali
ties won him a host of friends, who 
received the news of his passing with 
much regret.

Visitors
E. A. Briesemeister of our General 

Office in New York was here for a 
few days on business. We were glad 
to hear that he is again enjoying bet
ter health.

B. M. Page, who is being groomed 
for selling Walworth, was at the Ke- 
wanee works from May 3 to May 22 
learning about our products and how 
we make them. “Bunny” is a graduate 
of Milwaukee university.

Chester Haddon of the New York 
office stopped at the Kewanee Works 
for two days on his way to the west 
coast.

Leo Garland, Walworth Chicago 
warehouse salesman, was in Kewanee 
on Tuesday, May 11. Sam Bova, civil 
engineer, and Superintendent Bachner 
of the Chicago Molded Products com
pany, and Frank Heeman, civil engi
neer for Johnson and Johnson com
pany, were along with Leo. They were 
conducted through the plant and then 
beat a hasty return to Chicago.

Extra
Kewanee Works will be closed Mon

day, May 31, for the observance of 
Memorial Day.

Johnnie and Marcella Stenwall

[4]

Going Fishing? Read This. 
Angle Worm Business 

Has Many Angles
Most young boys mooch their spend

ing money from dad, but John Sten
wall, jr., has an unique way of making 
his own. There are many ways to 
make a living or a few extra dimes 
but Johnnie’s way takes the cake. Hv. 
runs a fish worm farm.

A twelve-year-old lad managing a 
business of his own is unusual enough, 
but when that business consists of 
raising and selling fish worms he’s 
got something that even Ripley never 
heard of.

Yet that’s exactly what young 
Johnnie Stenwall of 326 S. Vine street 
does, and does very shrewdly. Johnnie, 
who is the son of John Stenwall, a 
machinist in the tool making depart
ment, operates a fish bait store in 
the basement of his home. He supplies 
anglers with worms, minnows, grass
hoppers, and crawfish. An order for 
minnows, grasshoppers, or crawfish 
has to be placed sometime in advance. 
The worms are carried in stock. At 
present Johnnie provides and cares 
for more than 1,500 big, fat, juicy 
ones that would tempt the largest 
catfish or bass in the river.

Johnnie has been in the fish bait 
business four years. Each year has 
seen an increase in the turnover. That 
he has established a going concern is 
evidenced by the fact that last year 
he made enough money to buy his 
books and clothes for school and had 
enough left over to buy himself a 
bicycle. The market is seasonable. 
Business booms come just before the 
Fourth of July, Decoration Day, other 
holidays, and week-ends. There have 
been times when as many as fifteen 
fishermen lined up in his place of 
business patiently waiting their turn.

The worms retail at ten cents a 
dozen. Sales are made on a strictly 
cash basis. Johnnie frowns when credit 
extension or installment buying are 
mentioned. His time is too valuable 
to be occupied with collections.

Like any shrewd merchant Johnnie 
refused to disclose any tricks of his 
trade. The worms dwell in homes 
which he has provided for them until 
they are sold over the counter. Johnnie 
is their dietician and sees that they 
get three squares a day, but try as 
you may you can’t worm out of him 
what victuals they subsist on.

Johnnie’s little sister, Marcella, is 
his secretary. The worm farm fasci
nates her, but no inducement is strong 
enough to make her pick one of the 
wigglers up.

We have recommended to Dun and 
Bradstreet’s that Johnnie’s business 
be given a AAA-1 rating. If you’re 
going fishing, remember Johnnie and 
his merchandise. The best anglers in 
the shop endorse his worms.

&
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WHAT WE MAKE
ARTICLE XI: PIPE FITTERS’ TOOLS

Every trade has its own tools and 
it is to be expected that the Walworth 
company, so interested in the birth 
and development of the valve, fitting 
and pipe industry, should also be a 
prominent factor in supplying the 
tools of that trade. The special tools 
of a pipe fitter are his wrenches, cut
ters, taps, dies, and vises. The tools 
manufactured by Walworth are made 
in the Boston works. Up to 1869 when 
Daniel Stillson invented the famous 
wrench which bears his name, tongs 
that bit into the pipe with a chisel 
grip or circled it with a chain were 
used to make up the joints. The Still- 
son wrench won immediate favor and 
sweetened the last years of Daniel’s 
life with over $80,000 in royalties.

After the patent ran out, so many 
others began making Stillson 
wrenches that Walworth had to call 
ours the “Genuine Stillson.” It con
sists first of a steel handle bar, one 
end of which is finished with teeth and 
carries a frame pinned to it. This 
frame rocks on the pin against a 
spring on each side of the handle and 
carries a nut through which the end 
of the jaw screws. Stillson wrenches 
are made in 6-in., 8-in., 10-in., 14-in., 
18-in., 24-in., 36-in., and 48 in. sizes. 
Teeth in the jaw and handle grip the 
pipe and cause slight indentations in 
the steel pipe. They will make greater 
indentations in nickle plated or brass 
pipe, so for this work Walworth de
veloped the Parmelee wrench which 
consists of a handle and a wide three- 
section clamp that fits around the pipe 
like a human hand. The Parmelee 
wrench is made in sizes No. 1 to No. 
4 to handle pipe from %-in. to 4-in. 
in diameter.

Pipe wrenches see hard service, 
especially when the company fur
nishes them. It has been truthfully 
said that a pipe wrench is the most 
useful and abused of all hand tools. 
You can’t use a Stillson wrench as a 
hammer. Down in the oil fields they 
wanted a wrench that they could use 
like a carrying tong for handling pipe 
and could also give the ends a couple 
of blows with it to knock off the dirt. 
With this service in view, the Wal
worth company invented and develop
ed the Walco wrench, the simplest, 
strongest and most efficient pipe 
wrench on the market. The bar and 
jaw are forged from high grade, high 
carbon tool steel. The frame, which 
carries the nut, is forged to make an 
integral part of the bar. The fourth 
piece is a loose double action spring 
inserted back of the nut. These give 
a four piece drop forged steel wrench 
without frame pin or permanently at
tached springs that take time to re
place. Twenty to thirty seconds with 
fingers only will replace a spring and 
the replaceable tooth section in the

bar puts no strain on the pin that 
keeps it from slipping out of its socket 
in the bar. It is a real amateur’s 
wrench built to stand rough service. 
Last year the Walco wrench was 
overhauled and improved to include 
suggestions made by the trade. Now 
it is ‘ the last word” in pipe wrenches. 
A bigger and stronger spring was put 
in. The sides of the frame were low
ered to allow the nut to be spun easily 
with the palm of the hand. Hand grip 
was improved for comfort. Lower jaw 
was redesigned for a renewable sec
tion on size 10-inch and above. These 
sections crosslock into the bar or 
handle. A cadmium plated nut was 
put on, and the wrench was given a 
parkerized finish to make it rust
proof.

The biggest thing about the Walco 
wrench is its safety. The quality of 
the steel used gives it strength. It is 
simple and sturdy in design, easily 
checked for condition, and quickly and 
readily repaired. Its positive grip and 
easy release make it a one-hand 
wrench; that is, while working on a 
ladder it can be operated with one 
hand leaving the other hand free for 
holding on to the ladder. The double 
action spring holds it in a neutral po
sition from which it can move either

way, which means it loosens its grip 
when handle is pushed counter-clock
wise as easily as it tightens when 
moved in the other direction. Its long 
service life makes it the least expen
sive wrench. By comparative tests the 
handles of Walco wrenches were found 
stronger than any other, size for size.

The 48-in. size will handle 6-in. pipe. 
The 10-in. size has been redesigned 
for a wider grip, because it is the 
favored wrench of gas meter men who 
carry it in their pockets as their all- 
around tool. These three wrenches— 
the Genuine Stillson for the old-time 
tool-loving mechanics, the Parmelee 
for delicate pipe work, and the Walco 
for “what have you”—make a strong 
combination.

There are also three kinds of pipe 
cutters: those with three cutting 
wheels, those with one cutting wheel 
and two rollers, and the Hall cast iron 
pipe cutter. Pipe cutters are hook
shaped tools that slip over the pipe 
with knives or rollers. By screwing on 
the handles they are drawn into a 
smaller circle as the knives cut in. 
They are made for pipe from %-in. 
to 12-in. in diameter.

A pipe fitter’s die is a square plate 
of tool steel cut out in the center and 
finished so that it will cut threads on 
the end of a pipe when screwed on to 
it. This die is locked in a die plate 
with two or four arms or handles by 
which it is pulled on and started on 
the pipe which is held in a vise. As 
the die begins to cut threads it pulls 
itself on to the pipe. These dies and 
die plates are made in six sizes to 
thread pipe from %-in. to 3-in. in 
diameter. Above that size it takes 
machine power to cut threads satis
factorily. '

A tap is a round tool with a square 
shank, a slight taper, and a series of 
cutting edges shaped as threads that 
will cut threads on the inside of a 
fitting as it is pulled in. A reamer is 
a sharp, tapered tool to smooth the 
burred edges or cut a hole slightly 
larger. Walworth company makes 
taps and reamers %-in. to 4-in. and 
combined drills and taps for %-in. to 
2-in. pipe.

A pipe vise is a heavy metal device 
with a movable jaw operated by a 
long screw and powerful handle. The 
vise is bolted to the bench and the 
pipe clamped into it. It is built in but 
one size and two types, handling pipe 
from %-in. to 6-in., and %-in. to 2-in. 
Nipple holders are convenient little 
tools for holding short nipples while 
threading them. They are made in 
sizes for %-in. to 2-in. pipe.

Of all the Walworth pipe fitters’ 
tools that we now make, the Walco 
wrench is the outstanding product and 
the one most used in specialty sales 
work on tools.

[5]
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CRAFTSMANSHIP
Most of the improvement in the scale of living 

we enjoy today is the result of craftsmanship. 
The Indians who inhabited this country before the 
whites came were not craftsmen. They had little 
inventive genius. Their efforts were limited to 
simple weapons and a few crude vessels for cook
ing. No improvements were made in these for 
generations. The birch-bark and log canoes were 
their furthest adventure into transportation. The 
smoky wigwam was their make-shift shelter. Their 
clothing consisted of dressed skins. Food was an 
uncertain quantity because they had no implements 
for the proper cultivation of the soil, reaping of 
the harvest, or preparation of their grain.

Even the crude civilization of the first white 
settlers was far beyond anything that the Indians 
could imagine. The log cabin, firearms, candles, 
books, stoves, wagons, ships, furniture, cooking 
utensils, and clothing represented luxury to the 
Indian but was something he could not produce 
himself because he was not a craftsman.

The craftsman is not a product of modern civili
zation. He had his origin early in human history. 
The arrowhead of the savage and the magnificent 
temples uncovered in the sands of Egypt are the 
work of the craftsman. The temples in the 
jungles of Central America were built by the 
craftsman of ages ago. Considering their facilities 
these temples were just as marvelous as the great 
works of today.

The craftsman has built his own monuments as 
well as those for the royal families, and the former 
have been eminently more beneficial to the human 
race than the latter.

From the log raft to the Queen Mary; from the 
wigwam to the Empire building; from the oxcart 
to the limousine; from the horse to the Hawaiian 
Clipper; from the log drum to the radio; from the 
snow brought down from the mountain by runners 
to the electric refrigerator; from the wooden spigot 
in the beer keg to the 18 inch, 500# Walworth 
Lubricated Plug Valve, these are the accomplish
ments of the craftsman inspired by inventive 
genius, guided by science, and protected in life 
and property by a liberty loving people. Only 
those nations progress who are strong enough and 
wise enough to keep their craftsmen from being 
gypped by corrupt politicians, private greed, or 
organized robbery.

A HOLIDAY SUGGESTION
Holidays are fresheners. At least, they are sup

posed to be, but when they fall in mid-week, we 
frantically attempt to crowd too much activity into 
too short a time. The result is that the day is 
feverish, exhausting, and entirely unsatisfactory,

In the May issue of the Reader’s Digest therd- 
appears an article by Henry Morton Robinson 
which suggests a system of holiday planning that 
seems both feasible and desirable. Robinson says 
that if people really 'want to get full recreative 
value out of holidays they should always do what is 
already done when a legal holiday falls on Sunday, 
that is, transfer the observance of it to the follow
ing Monday. This would give nearly everybody a 
three day respite from the workaday world.

We need not disturb Christmas, for there still 
remain numerous other holidays.

The question arises whether man exists for holi
days or holidays exist for man. The people created 
them, and history proves that they always re
served the right to change them when they saw 
fit. In theory then, holidays exist for man.

We should bear in mind that the calendar is not 
exempt from change. Julius Caesar tampered 
with it. He instituted Leap Year, but even under 
his system the calendar lost time. It was ten days 
slow by 1582; so Pope Gregory XIII tried his hand 
at the job of fitting 12 lunar months into a solar 
year that is not divisible by 12.

Until 1752 our American colonies clung to the 
Caesarian calendar. Then they adopted the Gregor
ian calendar. Under the calendar in effect at his 
birth George Washington was not born on Febru
ary 22; he was born on February 11. The Declara
tion of Independence was actually adopted on 
July 2 and was being signed all summer.

The legislative stamp of approval can be easily 
attained on the proposal. All that would be 
necessary would be for the Federal and state 
governments to pass laws that declared the Mon^ 
day following certain major holidays should have 
public observance rather than the holiday itself.

Why not, therefore, have holidays where they 
will do us the most good? What keeps us from 
placing them where they take advantage of the 
normal week-end pause and thus enable us to soak 
up a lot of outdooring and travel? Only a public 
opinion which is not yet aroused against accepting 
a piecemeal holidays system stands in the way.

[6]



Walworth Craftsman£

Certificate Night
One hundred and thirty-six certifi

cates were awarded to training stu
dents on Tuesday evening, May 11, 
for having satisfactorily completed 
work in the various courses of study 
offered by the Kewanee Works Train
ing School. This, the third Certificate 
Night of the Walworth school, was 
held in the large class room in the 
Shop Office building.

In honor of the occasion A. J. 
Mather, vice-president and works 
manager, and E. W. Beckman, super
intendent of the Kewanee Works, de
livered brief, interesting commence
ment speeches. Mr. Mather took note 
of the large number who had the per
severance to finish what they started 
and praised the loyalty and self-sac
rifice shown by the members of the 
faculty in helping these younger em
ployees along the road of success. Mr. 
Beckman stressed the idea of learning 
to think as one of the great objec
tives cf the Training School. He called 
to the attention of the students that 
the acquisition of knowledge must be 
followed by the application of it be
fore anyone can possibly profit by it. 
In closing he congratulated these 
scholars of crafts and technology on 
the fine showing they made in the 
scholastic year of 1936-37.

Certificates were distributed by Mr. 
A. J. Mather. Following are the stu
dents who received recognition for 
completing work in the various 
classes:

MACHINE SHOE PRACTICE: (Nels 
Vandel, instructor). Benny Belsky. Pete 
Rimer, Tony Balutis, Kenneth Donald
son. Ray Van Wassenhove, Oliver Rob
erts. Lloyd Re iff and Frank Jones.

KEWANEE PRODUCTS: (F. W. 
Priestman, Instructor), Ralph Sehamp, 
John Norine, Daryl Clong, Lawrence 
Uamberty, Frances Bennett, Francis

Schlindwein. Charles Millman, Denzil 
Sandquist, William Boswell, Lawrence 
Erdman, Edward Majeske Hush Ost- 
man, Bertram Stinson, Frank Sulinskis. 
Fred L'Ecluse, Julius Kaslowski, Clar
ence Glaski, Joe Rosinski, Kenneth 
Westray, Edward Griert, Rowland 
Behnke, and George Grier.

FOUNDRY PRACTICE: (R. E. Rod
gers, Instructor), Paul Bubnick, Fred 
Fulton, Edward Boeji, Oscar Larson, 
Joe Van Wassenhove, Dale Nicholson. 
Tony Glaski, Barney Balsis, Adolph 
Josephson, Lennart Ringstrom. Fred 
Marvin, Albert De Conninck and Rob
ert Weeks.

BEGINNING DRAFTING: (Fred 
Hussman and Charles Cotton, instruc
tors), Leslie Emery, Almon Bowman, 
Don Peck, Barney Balsis. Edward Ma
jeske, George Grier, Paul Bubnick, 
Martin Whetstone, Frank Jones, John 
Krook, John Norine, Robert Ouart, 
Frank Moore. William Erdman. Law
rence Erdman, Robert Pyper, Francis 
Bennett, Albert De Conynck, Hugh 
Ostman, Dale Nicholson, Loren Alexan
der. Edward Griert and Fred L'Ecluse.

PRODUCTS DRAFTING: (Ralph Sal
ley and Charles Cotton, Instructors), 
Alec Kobus, Pete Rimer. Frank Aulins- 
kis, Stanley Marzalek. Charles Majeske. 
Ray Lindquist, Robert Weeks, Lloyd 
Re iff, Joe Rodak, Joe Roginski, Francis 
Schlindwein, George Steimle, Daryl 
Clong, Charles Lazar, Clarence O'Con
nor Fred Fulton and Bertram Stinson.

DRAFTING MATHEMATICS: (Law
rence Cady, Instructor), Robert Poison. 
Raymond Behnke, Benny Belsky, Her
bert Johnson, Albert Stuhlsatz. Earl 
Brasel, Tony Glaski, Oliver Roberts. 
Edward Boeji. Tony Balutis. William 
Waldorf. Leonard Johnson. John Good
win and Bernard Aulinskis.

MACHINE DESIGN: (Mauritz Peter
son, Instructor), Walter Whitehouse, 
Lennart Ringstrom. Albert Ainley, 
Francis Zellhuber and Leo Callewyn.

FOUNDRY CHEMISTRY: (H. P. 
Washburn. Instructor), Robert Poison, 
Stanley Marzalek.

SHOP MATHEMATICS: (Edward De 
Craene, Instructor), Phillip Snider. 
George Steimle. Oscar Aim. Nick Eisen- 
barth, Clemens Glaski, Earl Wicks. 
Rowland Behnke, Leo Dziengle.

SHOP MECHANICS: (F. W. Priest- 
man, Instructor), John Heberer. Warren
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Departments Display Keen 
Rivalry in Shop Soft 

Ball League
The Walworth inter-department soft 

ball league got away to a flying start 
on Monday, May 10. Intense interest 
in the games has been shown by the 
entire shop, and rivalry between 
teams is at a high pitch.

Ward La Rue was elected president 
of the league. To him falls the re
sponsibility of running the league, 
.settling disputes that arise, and keep
ing the teams pepped up. He is ably 
assisted in these duties by Ernie Rob
inson, who holds the office of vice
presidency.

Ten teams are entered in the league. 
They are: Pattern shop, Iron Body 
Valve department, Brass Finishing, 
Stockhouse, Brass foundry, Steel Fin
ishing and Tool Making departments, 
Nipple department. Union & Office, 
Lubricated Valve department, and the 
Malleable foundry.

Games are played on the Walworth 
ball diamond, which is located back of 
the Steel Finishing building. There is 
no admission and all employees are in
vited to see the games which are 
scheduled every day of the week, ex
cept Saturday and Sunday, at quitting 
time.

The following is the standing of the 
teams in the league on the date of 
going to press, May 21:

Walworth Soft Ball League
Teams W. L. Pet.

Stockhouse ..................... . 2 0 1.000
Union & Office............... . 2 0 1.000
Malleable Foundry........ . 1 0 1.000
Steel Fin. & Tool Mkg. . 1 1 .500
Nipple ............................. . 1 1 .500
Lubricated Valve......... . 1 1 .500
Brass Finishing ........... . 1 1 .500
Tron Body Valve........... . 0 1 .000
Pattern Shop ............... . 0 2 .000
Brass Foundry ............. . 0 2 .000

Helen Hyde cf our order depart
ment will be one of the loveliest 
among this year’s June brides. We 
regret to see her leave us and we will 
miss her very mach, but nevertheless, 
we wish Helen and her future hus
band the very best of luck and many 
years of happiness.

Lawrence Lamberty, sales student, 
is at the time of going to press pick
ing up some information and experi
ence at the Chicago warehouse.

Johnson. Don Peck. Ray Van Wasseri- 
hove, Loren Alexander. Charles Ma
jeske. Joe Rodak, Leonard Johnson, 
Charles Lazar, Charles Millman and 
Bernard Aulinskis.

SALES AND OFFICE WORK: (J. E. 
Kemp. Instructor), Leslie Emery. Mau
rice Garland. Jr.. Almon Bowman, Rob
ert Pyper, Oscar Aim, Tony Glaski, 
Fred Marvin, Edward Olson, Danzill 
Sandquist, Ralph Sehamp, Frank VVahl- 
beck, John Forrest, Kenneth Westray.
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noon notes

Orv Bond left May 15 for Miami, 
Florida. His brother, Joe Bond, in
formed us that Orv rode over Look
out Mountain and down through Chat
tanooga. He will come back by way 
of New Orleans and Hot Springs.

Now we know why Charlie Demmler 
chooses to spend his life in a small 
town. He spurned the city because he 
makes a poor commuter. This was 
brought to light when ; Charlie was 
scheduled to leave for Milwaukee on 
the early morning train, but missed 
it. A Christmas shopping suggestion 
with Charlie in mind is an alarm 
clock.

Tony Sabotta of the Malleable 
wants a week’s vacation in July. He 
plans to take a trip and Louise John
son from the Boss Manufacturing Co. 
is to go along. Charlie, Tony’s brother, 
is also going along to act as best 
man. Tony will be a married man 
when he comes back.

Myron Fulton played golf at Baker 
Park one evening and to this day he 
is still putting the turf back in the 
holes he dug. The Park Board will 
have to hire the C. C. C. to follow in 
order to stop this man-made soil 
erosion.

Benny Hull is absolutely and posi
tively set against indulgence in any 
spirited liquor. Why is it then that 
nature decides to transform his park
ing strip into a solid mass of dande
lions ?

Howard Humble’s mother died a 
week ago. We wish to express our 
deepest regret.

Genevieve Mills spent part of her 
vacation shopping in Peoria.

On Friday, May 7, 
Clayton Carlson ol 
the union department 
was united in mar
riage to Irene De 
Smit. These newly
weds kindly consent
ed to pose for the 
Craftsman’s photog
rapher, and you have 
to admit they are a 
nice appearing cou
ple. We sincerely 
wish them a double 
share of health, hap
piness and prosper
ity.

Marie won’t have to sit around this 
summer. Her Louie has a brand new 
bus.

Taylor said it looked suspicious 
when Mary won her own prize.

Albin Eastland, the fishing expert, 
has been taking some of the brass 
finishing boys out to show them how' 
to catch fish. His catch for three 
Sundays numbers two undersize min
nows.

Bill Wallace of the brass finishing 
wants to buy a bicycle with two seats 
or a basket. If you have one for sale, 
please see him.

Emma Little visited with relatives 
in Missouri for a few days. Part of 
the trip was made on the Zephyr.

Since Bill Geompler’s recent pur
chase of a Plymouth, George Olson 
has, on various occasions, acted as 
driving instructor.

Frances Driver has been off for 
several weeks because her mother is 
ill.

Lizzie W. Pray attended a church 
convention in Quincy for a few days.

Truilly Van DeWoestine underwent 
an operation and we are glad to re
port that she is recovering rapidly.

June, the month of weddings, is 
just around the corner, and it may 
mean something to Valeria Gruszec- 
zka. She wears a gorgeous diamond 
ring on her finger.

Hannah Bowman, Violet Hoods, 
Edith Olson, Ezra Bowman, and Eddie 
Olson sang at a Young People’s meet
ing on Thursday evening, May 13, at 
the Covenant Mission church in 
Peoria.

It was with deep regret that we 
learned of the death of Mrs. Peacock, 
mother of Foreman Dave Peacock of 
the nipple department.

Mary Popovich of the brass core 
room is recovering from an appen
dectomy.

It won’t be long now before wed
ding bells will be ringing for Adolph 
Josephson. Good luck, Adolph, and 
may all your troubles be little ones.

Charlie Alksenes suffered a broken 
neck in an automobile accident. The 
malleable foundry wishes to extend 
their sympathy and hopes Charlie will 
have a speedy recovery.

Phil Kling is sporting around in a 
bigger and better Pontiac.

Oscar Larson of the malleable foun
dry wishes someone besides his wife 
would remind him of his wedding an
niversary. Some fun!
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>o” Williams brought a red, r» 
to Ernie Bengston on the morl. 

if May 4. Friends say “Do” to<Jk

The brass foundry sort Pall team 
needs a “Judge Landis.”

“Do” Williams brought a red, 
rose 
ing of
it from the little Mexicans who live 
near the shop.

Earl Week’s jokes are so old that 
the only person who bites on them is 
Julius Kazalowski, and now Julie has 
spring fever, which makes him too 
tired to open his mouth.

Itinart Ouart will probably come to 
work some morning wearing a plug 
hat, bow tie, stiff shirt, and full dress 
along with his sport shoes.

Roy Rodgers better not plant that 
half-dollar too often or he will be 
minus it.

Loren Bates’ memory must have 
taken a vacation or else he has too 
much on his mind. Recently he got a 
hair cut, but left his cap on.

Famous words which fell on “Flip” 
Lippens’ ears: “Do you like those out 
of town girls better than the little 
girl right in your own back yard?”

Either Achiel Van Vooren received 
a threat to kidnap him or John Ro
mans is gunning for him. Whatever 
it is, Achiel now rides to work with 
the local police force.

When Bill “Apple Pie” Lyons picks 
a girl friend he sure gets an arm full.

Maybe the boys do own the Chrys
ler, but we have been reliably in
formed that Evo L’Ecluse gets to sit 
in it when it is in the driveway to 
watch the cars and people go by.

Clarice Zachan is spending the first 
part of her vacation resting up after 
a tonsil operation. It is reported that 
she is getting along very nicely.

We understand that Cornie Marks, 
has offered her services as waterboy' 
for the soft ball league.

Lucy Dolieslager suffered a bad 
fracture of the arm.

This is Fred Mar
vin, Jr. He is watch- 
in s' a W a 1 w o r t h 
league softball game. 
These games attrac. 
quite a number of 
spectators to the ball 
diamond, and Fred is 
one of the ball fans 
that seldom misses a 
game. He also acts 
as co-manager with 
Louie Albright for 
the brass foundry 
team.


