
WALWORTH
CRAFTSMAN

KEWANEE WORKS

Vol. XIV FEBRUARY 1937 No. 8

Walworth Aid Association Holds 
Annual Meeting

Annual meeting of the Walworth 
Aid Association was held Friday, 
February 12th in the conference room 
of the shop office building.

President Walt Ostman presided. 
Minutes of the previous meeting were 
read by secretary Frank A. Castle. 
A. F. Griggs, treasurer, had pre
pared the annual statement. This was 
read to the members and approved. 
It was also compared with annual re
port for 1935. The figures of the 1936 
report are covered in Mr. Mather’s 
speech to the conference committee 
and so they are omitted here to avoid 
duplication.

There being no other business T. 
Harry Jones, the oldest non-officer 
member present, was called upon to 
make a few remarks. Jones gave a 
resume of the early history of the aid 
association. In 1882 it was organized 
under the leadership of A. M. Hewlett 
and had the full co-operation of the 
Western Tube Company. Later, how
ever, the steel company severed rela
tions with the aid association and the 
association was forced to operate in
dependently outside the plant. They 
applied for a state charter and oper
ated under it for a number of years. 
Under the charter they were called 
the Kewanee Working Peoples’ Asso
ciation. Other than those in this plant 
were allowed membership in the asso
ciation for a time. When Walworth 
bought the plant it consented to leave 
the association re-enter the grounds 
and promised it full co-operation.

Mr. Griggs told the group a few 
interesting incidents that arose in the 
trying days when the association val
iantly carried on outside the plant 
and expressed the associations ap
preciation to the co-operation given 
bv the management of the Walworth 
Company.

“When a man falls in love with 
himself it is the beginning of a life
long romance.”—Bacon.

AID OFFICERS

Grig£9 Ostman Castle

Fare Enough
A general scramble to buy stock in 

the new bus company now operating 
in Kewanee is expected in the near 
future. Several things have occurred 
recently that should tend to increase 
the earning power of that company.

Dick Reckard has found the bus a 
warm and convenient place in which 
to wait for Mrs. Reckard to call for 
him at lunch hour. Dick doesn’t mind 
dropping his nickle first and then 
finding his wife waiting just outside 
with the car.

Ann Pollock does not consider the 
five cent fare quite enough. After 
climbing into the bus the other day 
she decided to drop five pennies into 
the fare receptacle. The conductor in
terfered after the first penny had 
clinked into the box. He informed Ann 
that the machine was not designed 
to receive pennies and changed a half 
dollar for her, retaining a nickle. Ann 
dropped in another nickle. She was al
lowed to ride home for eleven cents.

Ann thought this must be high 
finance, so she sat down softly hum
ming “Pennies From Heaven.”

m

Modernize Carpenter Shop
Due to the large demand on the 

carpenter shop for boxes, crates, 
flange covers, and repair work about 
the plant, steps have been taken to 
modernize the shop. The alterations 
being made will give the carpenters 
more floor space, permit them to com
plete the large amount of work that 
comes to them without taxing them
selves so much, and eventually cut 
down on the overhead of the shop.

The 16-inch circular saw has been 
motorized. A motor which has been 
lying idle about the plant for a num
ber of years was salvaged and con
nected to the double saw table which 
holds the 16-inch circular saw. This 
was done by" welding extensions on 
to the shaft of the reclaimed motor 
and attaching belts to each end. 
Formerly this circular saw was driven 
from the overhead line shaft and its 
elaborate hook-up covered a lot of 
floor space.

The large band saw has also been 
motorized by the attachment of a five 
horsepower motor, which at one time 
was used to tilt the Bessemer con
verter in the steel iron foundry. As 
with the circular saw this machine 
or band saw formerly possessed a 
drive which consisted of long belts, 
jack shafts, and countershafts, all of 
which are eliminated by the installa
tion of individual motors for each 
cutting machine.

Two more spindles were added to 
an old two spindle drill and the drill 
has been installed in the carpenter 
shop. With this the carpenters are en
abled to bore four holes simul
taneously in a wooden flange cover, 
which is used to protect the ends of 
valves in shipping. This drill likewise 
is run by a small motor.

It is estimated that these altera
tions will give the carpenter shop 10 
per cent more floor space and result 
in considerable saving by shutting 
down the line shaft from continuous 
operation.



Cooperage Supplying Walworth 
With Barrels Burns to Ground

Flames starting in the dry kiln de
stroyed the Sandusky Cooperage plant 
on Sixth and Grace avenues on Fri
day, February 5th.

The one fortunate break in connec
tion with this fire was the wind blow
ing directly away from the homes 
nearby. These homes were so close 
that were the wind blowing in their 
direction it is likely the fire would 
have destroyed several blocks. As 
most of the people living in that 
neighborhood are Walworth employ
ees the management took concern 
over the danger and Maurice Garland, 
chief of the Walworth fire depart
ment, issued orders to have leads of 
hose coupled from the west to Wal
worth water lines and to turn on the 
plant pressure at once. This assist
ance was a big factor in bringing the 
raging flames under control and saving 
employees’ property.

Inasmuch as the cooperage was the 
source of our barrel supply the fire 
gave the Walworth additional con
cern. About 2,000 barrels a week, the 
entire output of the cooperage, were 
sold to Walworth, which uses them 
for packing valves and fittings. Large 
shipments made by the Walworth 
Company in the last month had kept 
the cooperage working to full capa 
city.
To continue supplying our demand 

for barrels arrangements were im
mediately made to send shipments 
from the East St. Louis Sandusky 
plant. At present barrels are arriving 
from East St. Louis assembled ex
cept for the driving of the top and 
middle hoops, in which state they 
can be telescoped one within the other 
and shipped practically. Completion 
of the assembly is done by cooperage 
employees on the first floor of the 
stock house.

Machinery and equipment salvaged 
from the fire have been moved into 
Walworth buildings until a new coop
erage plant can be built.

Property north of the railroad 
tracks has been selected as the new 
site for the cooperage. It is owned 
by the Walworth Company and C. A. 
Peterson.

Walworth is assisting in surveying 
the land and drawing architectural 
plans. The new plant will be a frame 
building with corrugated iron siding 
and will have two I2x40-foot dry 
kilns. In all probability the plant will 
be ready to operate within thirty 
days.

Lillian Erickson wishes to advise 
the person sending the cute little val
entine lately that they might get a 
better conception of the size of her 
boy friend if they would care to take 
the bother to drive to the Oliver sales 
room near Baker park. Thank you.

Governing body of the Walworth 
Aid Association gathered for a con
ference. Reading from left to right 
tney are A. F. Griggs, Herb Rodgers,

Generosity of Employees Evi
dent In Red Cross Drive 

For Flood Fund
— ‘ ‘but the greatest of these is charity ’ ’

That the employees of the Kewanee 
works were not lacking in this, the 
greatest of virtues, was impressively 
shown in their recent response to the 
appeal of the Red Cross for contri
butions to a fund to assist flood ref
ugees. Mrs. Boning, who is in 
charge of the local Red Cross office, 
revealed to us that the contributions 
from the different departments of 
Walworth, Kewanee works aggre
gated $914.35.

Individual contributions of employ
ees ranged all the way from 25 cents 
to 35 dollars. The two largest de
partmental contributions were $88.45 
and $07.25. These were sent in by the 
malleable foundry and the stockhouse 
respectively, both of which are good 
sized departments.

Some departments averaged as 
much as a dollar a person. We even 
know of cases of employees of mod
erate means giving until it actually 
hurt. This is the fine spirit of gen
erosity the plant displayed and of 
which each and every one of us has 
reason to be proud.

Lack of space prevents us from 
publishing a list of the contributions 
by departments.

Herbie Ashley has proven to office 
employees that men are just as vain 
as women. Herbie recently purchased 
a silk brown tie with enormous yel
low dots which match his freckles.

Ezra Harlow, Wm. DeBarre, Thomas 
Burgoyne, Wm. Kopp, Harry Carl
son, Julius Coleburg, Everett Stewart, 
Walt Ostman, and Frank Castle.

Marie De Craene Weds
Miss Marie DeCraene, who for the 

past several years served as stenog
rapher for Purchasing Agent Ross 
Gamble, became the bride of Carl 
Woodruff at 3 o’clock, Saturday, 
February 6th in the rectory of St. Jo
seph’s church.

The bride during her several years 
of employment in the Walworth 
Company office gained a reputation 
for competency and her lovely smile 
and friendly disposition won her im
mense popularity among the office 
t'orce.

Mr. and Mrs. Woodruff will reside 
in LaSalle where Mr. Woodruff is 
manager of the Phillips petroleum 
bulk plant.

-

The girls of the Walworth office 
entertained at a dinner party at Mrs. 
Arnold’s tea room on January 27, 
1937, for Marie De Craene who was 
married Saturday afternoon, Febru
ary 6. Following the dinner several 
gifts were presented Miss De Craen 
by Flora Lindstrom. In presenting th<. 
gift Miss Lindstrom read a poem 
written by Roy Robson which ap
propriately expressed the wishes of 
all her office friends. The remainder 
of the evening was spent playing 
court whist. First prize was won by 
Nellie Ray, second by Cornie Marks, 
and third by Gertrude Kennish.

Bennie Roselund is a grandpappy 
again. His daughter Hildegarde 
Schertzer, who formerly worked in 
our office, presented her husband 
with a baby boy this month.
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Walworth Craftsman£
Mather Gives Qood News And Advice To Em

ployees At February Conference 
Committee Meeting

Beckman Discusses Present Day Plant Problems and 
Control Of Overhead By Elimination Of Waste

With a full attendance the Febru
ary meeting of the conference com
mittee was held in the main office 
dining room on Wednesday evening, 
February 10th. John Goodwin, having- 
in mind, perhaps, that it was Ash 
Wednesday and the beginning of the 
lenten season, prepared and served a 
fine fish dinner to the group.

Mr. Mather presided at the meet
ing. There was no unfinished business 
to be taken up and no new business 
was brought forth, so Mr. Mather in
formally addressed the group as fol
lows:

We have enjoyed a real volume of 
business for the last four weeks. How 
much of this is due to anticipating 
price advances and how much is due 
to increased consumption we cannot 
estimate. We have seen many orders 
for direct shipments to customers that 
indicate improvement in actual con
sumption. Business conditions gener
ally give the impression that the peo
ple have confidence in at least the 
first half of 1937 being better than 
1936.

The valve and fitting business has 
always been subject to violent fluc
tuations in demand which has made 
it difficult to produce economically, 
or to give steady employment. During 
the last fifteen years there have been 
eighteen major swings from low ton
nage to high tonnage and back to 
low. Another unfortunate condition is 
the hysterical cutting of selling 
prices when business gets slack and 
production costs are up in the clouds, 
and therebv forcing us to spend the 
earnings of the fat months in making 
up the deficit in the lean ones. As a 
matter of fact, the amount of busi
ness placed during a depression is 
not influenced so much by price as 
by general economic conditions.

Price recovery does not take place 
until the volume of business is suffi
cient to give fair tonnage to each 
factory, and the manufacturers begin 
to think in terms of profit rather than 
orders received. It is from six to eight 
weeks after a price raise is published 
that the factory gets the full effect 
of the increase in collections. During 
that time raw materials and supplies 
continue to go up and help to absorb 
the extra cash. Living expenses also 
start to climb and the price of labor 
must go up to meet them and higher 
labor costs are added to production 
costs and selling prices go up some

more. It is like a crank pin chasing 
the flywheel around its shaft faster 
and faster until the centrifugal force 
wrecks the game.

However, the present outlook for 
the Walworth Company is good 
enough to justify another shot at the 
high cost of living and Mr. Holton 
has authorized the plants to proceed 
with another wage adjustment, effect
ive February 21st. The basic wage 
rate was raised from 40 cents to 42 
cents last fall and we will increase 
this to 45 cents. Other rates will be 
adjusted to this basis and piece work 
rates increased an average of 5 per 
cent. The total increase in wages and 
salaries will amount to at least 5 per 
cent of the total payroll.

The officials of the company are 
just as much pleased to be able to 
make this advance as you are to re
ceive it. First, it gives them a chance 
to show their appreciation of your 
co-operation in meeting our mutual 
problems for the past seven years; 
and second, it is an indication that 
they are successful in the manage
ment of the company or they would 
not be in a position to advance wages.

A word of caution about wages. 
When wages go up to a new level 
your income increases and there is a 
disposition to go into new fields of 
spending because you have more dol
lars. Somewhere along the line wages 
go into everything you buy and the 
shrinking value of your dollar comes 
back and gives you a punch from 
behind. That is one reason why in
creased production helps hold up the 
value of your dollar. Get your dollars 
back while their buying power is low 
and save them for the bargains you 
missed in 1932 and 1933.

The stockholders who originally put 
up the monev to start the business 
have become forgotten men and have 
not had their spoon in the porridge 
for manv years. The bondholders who 
loaned the money to the stockholders 
have had a few spoonsful and are 
doing quite well, but the stockholders 
have been the polite chaps who stood 
back and said to the emoloyees and 
bondholders, “After you Alphonse.”

Contrast the real attitude of capi
tal with the imaginary crimes as
cribed to it by the forked tongued 
trouble makers on the outside.

I should like to Present some 
figures here on the Walworth Aid 
Association for 1936, which might be

of interest to you. It shows how much 
actual help this association has been 
to the employees.
Cash on hand January 1936 $3,251.37
Received from dues................ 8,770.00
Interest and dividends......... 112.07
Benefits paid .......................... 9,696.62
Pretty nearly $800.00 a month 
handled by our own employees, col
lected by them and looked after by 
them without any fuss. The actual 
cash expended for expense was only 
$131.62 for the year. Very few ac
tivities of this kind are handled as 
economically. The par value of the 
association’s securities which they 
hold, amounts to $11,745.98, which 
makes a very nice amount in case of 
an epidemic, which always means an 
unusual amount of sickness. This is 
a very creditable showing and I think 
our employees and the officers and 
directors of the aid are entitled to 
a lot of praise. It shows that with a 
little determination, common sense 
and ambition a lot of things can be 
accomplished successfully without a 
great deal of expense, or the burden 
falling on one man’s shoulders.

There is another thing I should 
like to bring to your attention—a few 
figures that have come across my 
desk which might be of interest to 
you. The biggest seller in dollar value 
in the company is malleable fittings. 
A pretty close second to that is brass 
valves, third—iron body valves, and 
fourth—cast iron fittings. The amount 
of tonnage of brass, of course, is 
pretty low, but the quality and cost 
of the product brings it up to a top 
liner. It is interesting to know that 
the old war horse—malleable fittings 
—is still in the line. I don’t know how 
many billions of malleable fittings we 
have made since I have been around 
here, but we are still making them 
and better than ever, and the trade 
realizes it.

Mr. Beckman next spoke on the 
present day plant problems, calling 
attention to the many factors in
volved in expense, or the overhead, 
in manufacturing a product.

The tonnage produced by the plant 
in January this year was greater than 
that of January, 1936 by a comfort
able margin, affording a most en
couraging prospect for the year.

With total monthly booking higher 
than any month since the depression 
and its resultant higher operations, 
the pounds per man hour by this or
ganization of men showed a step up
ward, a very gratifying item to every 
one connected with the Walworth 
Company.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Walworth Craftsman

Conference (Continued)
Of course, the increased volume of 

incoming business at this particular 
time reflects the recent announcement 
of a “price increase” to our jobbers 
and the trade. When a “price in
crease” is announced, your jobber 
will try to come under cover of the 
old price range and try to protect 
his customer. So when we speak of 
prices going up 5 per cent, it means 
that all unfilled orders are billed at 
the old price though they may not 
yet have been manufactured.

With the facilities of this plant to 
adjust itself to volume production, it 
means a more normal flow of stan
dard size fittings, less changes in the 
shop, and less specials.

Every item we sell has three ele
mentary conponents of cost: cost of 
material, cost of direct labor, and 
cost of expense—the latter being the 
big factor. For example, take a brass 
valve. The cost of copper, the ma
terial, is today quoted at 13 H cents 
per pound. We can recall copper at 
5 cents during the depression. Cop
per being 13 % cents per pound causes 
increased manufacturing costs and 
a price increase of valves follows.

Every manufacturer faces the 
same conditions. Therefore the in
creased price of all commodities re
sults. Living costs go up, and direct 
labor, or wages, must follow suit.

Likewise, expense, or overhead, 
must follow, as a big factor in ex
pense here in our own plant is labor.

By expense we mean fixed costs 
that we cannot charge direct to the 
product, such as the buildings, tools, 
supplies, and equipment, which wear 
out and must be replaced. Also in
cluded is the labor involved in re
pairs, taps, and dies; maintenance of 
patterns; inventories; inspection; 
gauging; shipping; receiving; cleri
cal; watchman; and the labor cost of 
heat, light, air, water, steam and 
power.

Many other fixed charges enter 
into this complex; such as, Federal 
unemployment insurance, fire insur
ance, old age pension act, liability 
insurance, life insurance, rentals de
preciation.

The only way to beat down this 
overhead is by increased volume of 
business, increased production, and 
the elimination of waste.

In the past year the foundries, the 
finishing departments have nicely 
answered the problem by making a’l 
time low scrap records, by setting 
all time high production records, a 
most commendable spirit of fine 
team work.

At this time of the year heat, light, 
air afford excellent opportunities for 
conserving waste.

It took 19,250,000 pounds of 
steam to heat the plant last month 
at a cost of $8,000. When we see 
a cost of $2,000 for heating the mal
leable foundry, a cost of $1,400 for 
heating the grey iron foundry, a cost

In Memoriam

Tony Tarwin, a Walworth employee 
who resided at 906 Chestnut Street, 
died on January 30th after a short 
illness.

Tarwin had worked with the Wal
worth Company ever since 1913. He 
started in the yards. Later he was 
employed in the malleable and brass 
foundries. Since 1917 he served as a 
plate wheeler in the malleable core.

Tony proved in his fourteen years 
with the plant that he was a loyal 
and willing worker. The manage
ment and his friends here regret his 
passing.

Burns Mountain Cut Off By Ice; 
Pat Becomes Refugee

Ohio has its floods; California, its 
earthquakes; and Florida, its hurri
canes.

While we have been spared from 
these rampages of the elements lo
cally, Wethersfield was recently the 
prey of an ice storm which wrought 
havoc and discomfort to many of its 
residents.

One of the worst stricken areas 
was Burns Mountain, site of the su
burban home of Pat Burns, our main 
gate merchant and man about town. 
So treacherous was the ice on the 
roads leading to that sector that 
Burns became a refugee. He could 
not reach his domicile, and was forced 
to sleep in the plant’s emergency hos
pital until the highways were once 
again opened and travel could be re
sumed with normal safety.

Forrest Meikle proved himself the 
angel of mercy by looking after Pat’s 
welfare and strangely enough Pat 
looked more rested than usual when 
it was all over.

(The above advertisement was paid for 
with money realized from Burns "no 
matches with cigarettes" plan, which all 
customers of Burn’s Smoke and Chew Em
porium are familiar with.)

of $1,200 for heating the stockhouse, 
it drives home the fact that open 
doors, open windows are a factor in 
wasting heat and money.

Again $9,000 was spent to light the 
plant. We realize at once the waste 
involved in burning extra electric- 
light if it is not safeguarding your 
eyes.

So when you hear the word “over
head” think of the factors which 
make up this item of expense, and 
we will all soon form the habit to 
control it,—by eliminating waste, and 
battling it with production.

Emil Robinson says his baby boy 
will grow up to be a baseball pitcher. 
If the boy is a chip off the old block, 
he’ll throw something else.

For special auctioneering work see 
Louie Davis.

Birdie Whispers
John Gilchrist recently purchased 

a rope. This provoked the follow
ing statement from C. Lovejoy. 
Says Lovejoy, “I never heard of a 
Scotchman hanging himself, because 
he couldn’t part with the price of a 
rope.” Further investigation by Pat 
Kaine revealed that the rope was 
weatherproof. Now what we would 
like to know is why it was weather
proof.

Orv Bond, the celebrity of the ac
counting department, announces an 
increase in his family—it’s a darling 
Boston Bull terrier. Orv is now ne
gotiating a merger with the famous 
Bradbury kennels. If successful the 
poor mutts will have to cross this 
span bearing the B & B brand.

Early bird, “Tip” Nelson came to 
work at 2 o’clock in the morning on 
February 8th. His kid was the one 
that suffered, for “Tip” told his wife 
it was five o’clock. She arose and 
awakened the baby, thinking it was 
time to feed it. Naturally the baby 
was very reluctant. When Meikle, 
gate man, straightened Nelson out 
about the time, the Nelson family 
went back to their normal and regu
lar habits of living.

Gertrude Kennish’s heart beat goes 
under the moniker of Lawrence 
Kniesley.

“Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder and an ex-boy friend makes 
the blush grow stronger” is quite the 
truth say Ella Lewis’s friends after 
watching a meeting between Ella and 
a former boy friend on Thursday af
ternoon, February 11, 1937.

Did you know that Harold Carlson 
spent the noon hour getting a brand 
new hair cut the day that Josephine 
F. started working in the order de
partment.

A couple of the newcomers in the 
brass packing thought that the pay 
bell was a fire drill call. One went 
for the fire bucket while the other 
decided to go out the fire escape.

Ken Westray got a valentine from 
the telephone girl he is rushing.

Another Missionary
Milford Luttrell, familiarly known 

as “Nick,” spent three weeks in the 
Kewanee works in preparation for as
suming job as salesman in the east
ern division. He hailed from the At- 
talla works.

“Nick’s” cordial way and earnest
ness put him on friendly standing 
with everyone in the plant. We all 
look forward to big things from him 
as a salesman.

From Kewanee Luttrell went to 
Greensburg. After a short time in 
Greensburg he will take up his 
duties as a salesman covering Geor
gia, Florida, and South Carolina.

i,—=
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Walworth Craftsman£
WHAT WE MAKE

ARTICLE VIII. OIL COUNTRY VALVES AND FITTINGS
Kewanee Works sells a good per- 

•mtage of its product to the oil in- 
astry, especially into the fields of 

Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Louisiana 
and California. This industry includes 
three quite different lines of service, 
namely: oil wells, refineries and dis-« 
tribution systems, and has to do not 
only with the crude oil and gasoline 
but all the by-products of the re
fineries and the gas from the wells.

The terrific fires and dangers that 
accompany wells that blow out and 
become ignited have produced a sys
tem of control that is expensive but 
effective. This is known as a “Christ
mas Tree” hcok-up. The casing 
through which the drilling is done 
is securely anchored in the well 
and the upper end fitted with two 
steel drilling gate valves between 
which is a steel cross that con
nects into a series of fittings 
and line gate valves, leading off to 
tanks, seiiarators and pipe lines. 
These drilling gate valves are large 
enough to allow the drill to pass 
through and are called by the diame
ter of the average sized casing whose 
coupling can pass easily through the 
valve when open.

These special “Christmas Tree” 
fittings (steel crosses, tees and ells) 
as they are called, are made with 
every combination of male and fe
male threads so as to eliminate nip
ples and make the installation as 
strong and compact as possible. These 
fittings are made in 2-inch, 3-inch, 
4-inch, 6-inch and 8-inch sizes, both 
straight and reducing, together with 
the drilling gate and line gate valves 
at our Westcott plant in St. Louis.

With this system of piping in place 
and a long handle fitted to the lower 
drilling gate valve stem, when oil 
is struck, the drill is blown out or 
withdrawn from the well and this 
lower valve closed to control the flow. 
These valves are made for as high as 
3,000 pounds working and 6,000 
pounds per square inch test pressure. 
Then by closing the upper drilling 
gate and opening the line gate valves 
nd lower drilling gate, the discharge 

of gas and oil is led through pipe 
lines to wherever wanted.

Between the wells and refineries are 
extensive systems of storage tanks 
and pipe lines that require cast iron 
double disc valves and fittings. Mavbe 
miles away are located refineries that 
take this crude oil and by different 
processes “crack” it into the various 
grades of gasoline, kerosene, fuel oils, 
paraffin, etc., that are sold on the 
market.

Crude oil is a mixture of different 
substances varying with the locality 
in which it is found. It comes from

ancient trees and vegetation that na
ture has enclosed within the earth’s 
surface, and through the processes of 
decomposition and pressure has pro
duced and stored as “black gold” for 
man’s service when and as he learns 
to use it. It is generally found under 
domes (thick layers of rock that are 
convex toward the earth’s surface) 
and together with gas generated dur
ing the process of its formation. This 
gas collected under these domes pro
vides pressures of sometimes thou
sands of pounds which until it is used 
up serves to force the oil up through 
the wells drilled through its rock 
ceiling or dome. “Cracking” includes

not only distilling the lighter oils but 
also by means of heating under pres
sure, the actual breaking down or 
“cracking” of these oils found in this 
crude oil mixture to give up its gaso
line, the fluid most desired in this 
motor age of ours.

Here in these “cracking” processes, 
the usual temperatures reached is 
over 1,000 degrees Fahrenheit and 
in some special instances touches 
1,400 degrees Fahrenheit. Remember
ing that a steel pipe glows a dark 
red at 1,000 degrees Fahrenheit and 
that this temperature is about double 
the flash point of oil, you can imagine 
what a burst of flame if a fitting or 
valve lets go in that kind of service. 
Needless to say, those lines are 
equipped with steel valves and fittings 
and one of the most efficient pro
cesses is safely guarded with concrete 
walls.

One of the dangers from cast iron 
valves and fittings around a refinery 
is that they are liable to crack if in 
case of a fire a hose stream should 
hit them. In steel valves they are

[5]

careful to keep out any parts of brass 
or other metals that soften under in
tense heat. Yes, and they use copper 
tools in many places for fear of a 
spark from a steel tool.

The distribution oil and gas lines 
running from the oil fields hundreds 
of miles to the larger cities use many 
valves and fittings in connection with 
their booster pumping systems which 
are installed at certain distances 
apart to keep the oil and gas moving. 
Here is where our largest lubricated 
valves are used such as 20-inch and 
24-inch Venturi on Texas and Kansas 
gas lines. On one California job 18- 
inch straightway valves were used 
with reducing connections in a 26-inch 
gas line. The oil industry is the big
gest customer for lubricated plug 
valves Walworth Company has and 
for certain services no other type of 
valve will satisfy.

Other products especially designed 
for oil field use are the refinery and 
heavy oil malleable fittings. The en
tire product of the Westcott Works 
is for oil field use. Kewanee and steel 
unions, Walco wrenches and the 
higher pressure bronze valves are 
also good sellers with them. On ac
count of the chemical treatments in 
the refinery processes, valves of spe
cial alloys are often called for. Prob
ably more than any other industry 
Walworth Company feels the ups and 
downs of the oil business in its manu
facturing operations.

Statement of
Walworth Aid Association 

For Month of January, 1937
Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1937.. $2,305.20 
5% dividend on deposit in

Union State Bank............... 36.22
Dues deceived during the 

month ..................................... 831.50

$3,172.92
Disbursements 

Sick benefits to 31
members ............. $751.67

Benefits a/c 3 Wal
worth accidents. . 81.67

Benefits a/c outside 
accidents ............. 133.33 966.67

Cash on hand Feb-
ruary 1st, 1937.. $2,206.25

Howard Humble called on Pete 
Dolieslager one night. It seems How
ard made a mistake in following 
Pete’s directions. He stopped at a 
house and upon rapping at the door 
he was much surprised to see a girl 
get up and start to put on her hat 
and coat. Howard didn’t wait. He 
scrammed.
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WALWORTH CRAFTSMAN
DOPE PEDDLERS

We read in the papers of the strong-arm methods 
that the government of China is using to eliminate 
the sale of opium to its people. According to 
writers on the subject, the smoking of opium is a 
short cut to a state of mind in which the victim 
imagines himself to be in the possession of the 
pleasures of life which, normally, are attained only 
by hard work, self-sacrifice and intelligent planning 
over a period of many years. In other words, he 
is dreaming himself into a fanciful happiness 
which he did not have before he took the opium 
and which becomes even more unattainable after 
he comes out of the dream and faces the truth 
about his condition.

Why does the peddler sell him dope if it does 
him more harm than good? Simply because it is 
an easy way to make money out of the ignorance 
and weakness of his fellow-man. All dope is 
peddled for the personal gain of the peddler and 
the man higher up/who prepares the dope, stays 
away from the firing line and gets most of the 
profits.

China is not the only field of the dope-peddler 
and opium is not the only kind of dope peddled. 
Anything fed to the human mind or body with the 
intention of making a lie appear to be the truth is 
dope. Anyone peddling this kind of dope to his 
fellow-man to take advantage of that man’s ig
norance or weakness for his own personal gain is 
a dope peddler.

We find this dope everywhere, narcotic rings, 
boot-leggers, politics, courts, business, religion, 
education, the press, and in nearly every activity 
of life. Compare the condition of the people of 
Spain today with that of the time before the dope- 
peddlers started to work on them. Their dream is 
over, the work of three generations overthrown, 
and the present condition of the people ten times 
worse than before.

Cutting off the dope-peddler’s head with a nice, 
sharp sword is an effective way of eliminating him. 
That, however, is only part of the job and peddling 
opium to the Chinese will not stop until they cut off 
the head of the man higher up and then it will 
stop “very, very quickly, please”.

The best way to stop dope peddling is to stop 
the people from accepting it and the big problem 
is to educate them to recognize dope for what it is 
and know the truth about its harmful effects. If 
people could be taught the truth about dope and 
its results to them, pernicious propaganda and

lying gossip would soon cease to take its heavy toll 
of human happiness.

FINGER RINGS
In years gone by the safety department from 

time to time cautioned employees against the habit 
of wearing finger rings while working around ma
chinery and we thought we had this hazard licked 
but reports are coming in that such is not true for 
rings are being worn by men while operating ma
chines.

This is a very dangerous practice and should be 
stopped. Many a finger has been lost and in some 
cases the entire hand has been mangled beyond 
repair, all because the victim forgot to leave his 
ring at home.

One of the National Safety Council pamphlets 
has this to say: “Finger rings, key chains or even 
watch chains should not be worn while working 
around machinery. If a ring or chain is caught, it 
tends to increase the severity of the injury. Any 
form of jewelry is out of place in the shop es
pecially when one is working as a machine operator’ ’

Walworth employees have at all times shown a 
willingness to comply with safety rules and we 
are quite sure they will comply with this request. 
The safety department feels the same as Isaiah 
Hale, safety superintendent of the Santa Fe 
system, who says, “I have abiding faith in men, 
and the older I grow the greater is that faith. I 
believe most men want to do what is right when 
they know what right is, and that when they do 
wrong it is more apt to be because of their ig
norance on that particular subject than because of 
any deliberate or wilful wish to do that which is 
wrong.”

JOIN THE AID
We are justly proud of our Aid Association and 

the fine showing it has made.
The Aid was organized for the protection and 

benefit of employees of this plant. It pays a disa
bility benefit of $10 a week for thirteen weeks and 
a $100 death benefit.

This association is organized, controlled, and di
rected by the employees. Every employee should 
belong. Owing to the drifting of some labor, of 
course, we cannot expect to make the percentage 
of membership 100. To those, however, who intend 
to remain with the Walworth a reasonable length 
of time we strongly recommend joining the Aid.

[6]
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Chicago Warehouse Sales Meeting Held Here

WHEN SALEMEN MADE PLANT TOURPlan To Exceed Last Year’s 
Record Sales This Year.

Chicago warehouse salesmen held 
.i two-day meeting in Kewanee on 
January 21 and 22, in which they 
drew up campaign plans for 1937.

The purpose of holding the gath
ering in Kewanee was to reacquaint 
the salesmen with the various manu
facturing operations that go in the 
making of a valve or fitting and to 
afford them the chance to see the 
strides the Kewanee works has taken 
in improving the quality of our pro
ducts.

A plant tour with J. E. Kemp, Tom 
Harwood, Fred Priestman and Ben 
Roseluna acting as guides occupied 
the larger part of the first day of the 
meeting. Students taking sales train
ing here accompanied the groups 
through the tour.

Thursday evening a fried chicken 
dinner was tendered to the visiting 
salesmen at the Waunee Farm Res
taurant. After-dinner speeches were 
given by A. J. Mather, vice president 
and general manager of the Kewanee 
Works, H. S. Strauss, manager of the 
Chicago warehouse, and J. E. Kemp, 
supervisor of the Kewanee wcrks 
training school.

Mr. Mather welcomed the Chicago 
salesmen, commended the record 
showing they had made in the past 
year, and explained how the quality 
of Kewanee works products was ob
tained through skillful and well 
trained labor, constantly improving on 
production equipment and methods, 
and subjecting all items to rigid tests 
ana inspection.

Mr. Strauss in his talk praised the 
splendid co-operation the Kewanee 
works has given the Chicago sales 
force and mentioned that good ser
vice ranked second only to quality in 
the minds of the customers.

Mr. Kemp addressed the group on 
the successful efforts of the Kewanee 
works to develop skilled labor 
through our training school. He 
pointed out that such training is of 
mutual benefit to the employee and 
employer alike. Kemp, who when su
perintendent of maintenance served 
as architect and construction engineer 
in erection of some of our most val
uable and highly prized buildings, 
went on record as saying that the 
building of men was more noteworthy 
than the construction of buildings.

Friday, the second day of the meet
ing, opened with a conference of the 
salesmen. This was followed by a 
products discussion under the leader
ship of H. S. Strauss.

In the afternoon of the second day 
the following lectures were given to 
the salesmen: “Improvement in

1. Strauss; 2. Luttrell; 3. O’Laugh- 
lin; 4. Roselund; 5. Kimball; 6. Ven
ables; 7. Harwood; 8. Fetter; 9. 
Mather; 10, Priestman; 11. Horton;

Foundry Practice” by C. A. Demmler, 
“Production Problems” by E. W. 
Beckman, “Handling Customer’s Or
ders” by A. E. Withered, and “Con
trol of Quality” by J. E. Kemp.

Chicago sales for 1936 broke all 
previous records in that territory. 
They amounted to 10 per cent of the 
Walworth sales. However, these hust
ling order getters are not satisfied 
with that. They expect to do even 
better in 1937. So more power to 
them inasmuch as we of the Kewanee 
plant consider them as our mission
aries abroad.

Visitors
Seems as though the Kewanee 

works is becoming the mecca for all 
tourists interested in the valves and 
fittings industry. Among others who 
visited Kewanee and looked us over 
this month were Mr. Waterhouse, a 
Purdue graduate, who will soon as
sume duties as a salesman in Chi
cago; P. D. Lawson, a N. 0. Nel
son salesman; Mr. Murphy from the 
Walworth branch at Harrison, N. J.; 
Mr. Belz, company comptroller; and 
E. H. Best of the general office engi
neering sales.

Being careful is better than MAY
BE being lucky.

12. DeGroot; 13. Belz; 14. Schamp; 
15. Lamberty; 16. Garland; 17. 
Rogers; 18. Westray; 19. Kessler; 20. 
Cannon; 21. Allen; 22. Kemp.

Salesmen of the Dixie Mill Sup
ply Company Visit Plant
Three salesmen from the Dixie 

Mill Supply Company of New Or
leans, Louisiana made a plant tour 
of the Kewanee works on Friday, 
February J2th. They were W. M. 
Clark, W. V. Houston, and J. L. 
Kahn, who is a son of the president 
of the Dixie Mill Supply Company. 
These men have been on an inspec
tion tour of all the manufacturing 
companies that supply them.

The Dixie Mill Supply Company is 
a jobbing house, employing between 
fifty-five and sixty men. It has long 
been one of our largest customers 
in the southwest.

We understand that a certain 
young lady of the order department 
and her cousin have forsaken the new 
Plymouth for an ordinary sled quite 
a few times this winter.

Anyone wishing to know the latest 
Mother Goose rhymes and their cor
rect presentation see Art Schultz for 
full particulars. Art seems to have 
had a little experience along this line 
lately.

By the bye, Howard Humble is the 
proud father of a nine-pound baby 
boy.
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noon notes

Spring can’t be far away. Frank 
Lakosky is beginning to talk about 
fishing, and Jerry Smith about golf. 
Don Smith still sticks to indoor 
sports—mainly bending the elbow.

Bill Doffer should be placed in 
charge of all tools in the electric re
pair. He has them most of the time 
anyway.

For advice on the care and hand
ling of dogs see “Do” Williams.

Guy Daniel and Stan Forstrom of 
the electric repair fought it out for 
a week with old man Flu.

John Stenwall was transferred 
from the steel finishing to the tool 
making.

Walter Cramer of the tool making 
is recovering from pneumonia.

Alfred Stenwall was transferred 
from the tool making to the machine 
repair.

Eric Bengston, who fell and broke 
his arm, is getting along fine. Eric 
expects to be back in the tapping 
soon.

Andy Van Durme of the brass fin
ishing was ill for a week and a half. 
He lost a lot of weight, but says that 
within a few months he will be back 
to 185 pounds and ready for anything.

Louis Hylton’s dinner pail disap
peared for a couple of weeks. After 
Louis bought a new pail, the old one, 
still filled, turned up.

It will cost L. W. plenty if he falls 
off the wagon.

After hearing a call for boats for 
the flood area over the radio, some of 
brass finishing boys suggested Jack 
Webb send his shoes down there.

Elmer Johnson, better known as 
“Spot”, has always been in demand a as 
soloist for musical shows as long as we 
can remember. In the 
minstrel at Visitation 
which was directed by 
“Zigfeld” Gulshen, 
bis efforts were well 
received by a large 
audience. If you’re 
looking for a fourth 
for a quartette, he 
can be found in the 
union department.

Frances Krapausky celebrated her 
birthday by having a party for the 
girls of the brass core room.

Bob Ray, “Lefty” Lasky, and 
“Red” Miller, the popular lugs of the 
brass finishing, received valentines 
this year as usual. . •

Fred Kennish liked his ride in 
Black Maria so well he may even 
get a duplicate when he trades again.

One day during the rush of a few 
weeks ago, Bill Goempler thought he 
would get out of working overtime 
by letting the boys teach him how 
to smoke a cigarette. Well, the 
scheme didn’t work but Bill did (till 
5).

During the icy season, we found 
that after two years of married life 
Dale Whitehouse’s wife still falls for 
him.

This, my good readers, is Chucklehead 
Albright, alias, “Snoopnagle”, the 
feature writer from the 
brass foundry. He has just! 
called on the editor and de-j 
manded more space for thej 
notes he doesn’t send in.
Know why he is grinning?§§
Well, he pounded the desk] 
and said to the ed, “Every! 
groun’hog 'as a cornin’ outj 
day in Feb’ary, when yo 
all gonna hab you’as. ” Look* 
at B. B. brain laughing.

We are all feeling sorry for Alf 
Taylor’s boy friend these days. We 
understand that she bites uncon
sciously.

It isn’t the color of the tie but the 
size of the tie that appeals to Bill 
Galvin.

Maynard Mitton’s recent theme 
song seems to be: “Get Along, Little 
Doggie, Get Along.”

It’s not a secret any longer. The 
boys have found out that Howard 
Dusehene recently purchased himself 
a DeSoto car.

A certain person wishing to com
municate with a particular party over 
an office phone was surprised to hear 
over the wire:

“Well, I’m at this end of the line, 
begin!”

When Johnnie (the boy who an
swered the phone) found out whom 
the call was for, he tried to explain 
but there are several people who are 
still in doubt as to whether he really 
thought it was the freight office call
ing him, or whether he thought it 
was his wife.

Bernie Rapsack would like some in
formation on who sent those valen
tines.

Rueben F. has changed his inter
ests this month from millinery t 
men’s spring suits. After his exper 
ence of several days ago, he has 
kindly offered to instruct the men of 
the Walworth office where they may ► 
purchase the latest style suits for the 
least money. We would advise the 
office men ta take advantage of this 
unusual opportunity.

Bob Ross is the “Bing Crosby” of 
the malleable foundry. After a hard 
day’s work he croons a lullaby to the 
baby.

Helen Taylor is a newcomer in the 
brass core.

Peter Lippens returned to work in 
the nipple department on the 15th of 
February, after being absent for five 
weeks on the account of a broken 
shoulder. Glad you’re back, Pete.

James Cloud of the nipple depart
ment has been absent due to illness.

Sophie Sadlowski, Marie Borkgren, 
and Nellie Gedvil of the malleable 
core were on the sick list this month.

The girls of the malleable core 
wish to express their sympathy to 
Dollie Davis who lost her sister re
cently.

Were the valentines sent to differ
ent ones fitting or not? We know one 
person that didn’t think so.

Mary Clark enjoyed the minstrel 
show at Visitation in the company of 
a certain person.

The mysterious “Mr. Seatonville” 
is back in town.

On the birthday of Adele Rashid 
the girls of the malleable core got 
a treat.

Catherine Roser, reporter for the 
grey iron core, writes in that Rose 
Haberman has returned to work after 
a sick spell.

Again that question. Who sent all 
the pretty valentines to the girls in 
the grey iron core ?

Virgie V. of the grey iron core 
was trying to play Cupid for Helen. 
Frances, and Marie at a card par' 
recently. It worked out pretty we*.

We wouldn’t want 
you to believe that 
life has been a bowl 
of cherries for Bob 
Ouart. He’s had his 
troubles like you and I 
but can you blame 
the Lubricated crowd 
when they call him 
“Lucky”. He pur
chased a lottery tick
et for 25 cents that 
netted him over$1600.
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