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ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE

The fifth administrative conference was held in West- > 
ern Tube hall, on the evening of September 9th, promptly 
at 7:30 o’clock.

President Hewlett called the meeting to order and the 
minutes of the previous meeting 'were read.

Under the head of “Unfinished Business” President 
Hewlett called for a report of the-committee-on “Room for 
Hardening Steel”.. Mr, Emil Wirth pf this .committee, 
made a report, outlining a number of, experiments which 
this committee had been carrying on, and Several recom
mendations which they made as the result of such experi
ments. President Hewlett,' after -hearing the report and 
recommendations, thought best to continue the commit
tee. - ;

The next bus-iness in order was a report of the com
mittee on “Better-Surfaces on Castings”. Mr. J. C. Ban
nister, chairman, presented a report outlining a number of 
experiments and researches which the committee had 
made. The report was very carefully prepared and out
lined a new plan of foundry procedure, which in the opin
ion of the committee, would result in improved surfaces on - 
castings.

This being all under the head of “Unfinished Business” 
the conference proceeded to the consideration of casualty 
matters. Mr. C. L. Rowley, chief of the casualty depart
ment, was called on for his report, and, same was read. 
This was very interesting, and a summary appears'else
where in this issue, in the Casualty Department.

President Hewlett stated that he was. glad to note the 
decrease in this month’s casualties over those of last 
month and then went on to call attention* to the necessity 
for each superintendent, foreman and sub-foreman, or any
one having any authority over other employes, keeping at 
all times their eyes open to guard against the possibility of 
accidents. In order to bring this subject more fully before 
the assembly, he stated that a number of those present 
would be called on to give some points o-s regards their 
experiences, in connection with the cause of accidents, and 
possibility for prevention of same. >

Mr. Emil Wirth, master mechanic, was called on and 
he referred to the fact that a number of comparatively 
minor actions were being performed day by day, which 
might develop into a source of danger. For instance: a 
belt would slip off a pulley and the operator would attempt 
to replace it on the driven pulley instead of the driving pul
ley, the latter being the proper method in all cases. Then 
again he had noticed some operators on melding machines, 
who would place their hands inside the ^machine and as
sist the sand to properly fill the receptacle. In one case 
he had called the attention of the operator, to the fact that 
this was a dangerous proceeding. He urged-fipon a-ll fore- - 
men the necessity for watching the operators under their 
care, and cautioning them against any act which might re
sult in an accident.

Mr. H. R. Radford, superintendent of the Malleable 
Foundry, was next called On, and he spoke of some of the : 
experiences peculiar to that department. There was more 
or less machinery, the operation of which was inter-de
pendent, and it takes a certain quota of men to keep it 
going, hence the absence of four or five men out of one 
hundred is just as bad as the absence of fifty. When a 
few men are absent others must be obtained immediate- : 
ly from the employment bureau, and it is difficult from the 
class of men obtained, to secure those who can lit. immedi
ately into the places of those who .are absent. Hence, .the 
necessity" for carefully explaining their duties to the new 
men, and watching them for the time being,

Mr. Alfred Gran hind, Supt. of the Tapping Depart- 
ment, was then called .on, He presented a paper which 
showed considerable thought ^op the subject, and it appears 
in another column. At the conclusion of this paper, a 
hearty round of applause greetedr f h%. speaker,

Tom Lewis, foreman of the Annealing. department, was 
then called on and he outlined some of -tfiev#NPetipncep. , 
peculiar to that department. It is the practice to place no ’

. men on the machines until they have been in the depart
ment for some time, and after a man is placed on a ma
chine h,e is carefully instructed in regard to his duties, and 
is further cautioned not to meddle with the machine in 
any way until he has operated the same for at least a 
month,, and is accustomed to its mechanical construction 
and operation.

William Nokes, foreman of the Brass Foundry, 
was next called upon. He stated that about the only acci
dents occurring in that department were caused by burns, 
resulting from molten metal. Sometimes the metal would 
escape, .bounds and if any fell from the crucible on a man’s 
foot, it might result in a bad burn, particularly if the shoe 
tops were loose; hence he had recommended strongly the 
wearing of stout shoes, particularly the “congress” type. 
He also suggested that the question of a device to guard 
against the sudden leakage from a crucible in case the 
bottom or side cracked, would receive attention and con
sideration.

At the conclusion of Mr. Nokes’ remarks, Mr. H. J. Wal
dorf, assistant to .the general superintendent, stated 
that this matter was now under careful con
sideration, and experiments were being made with a new 
type of ladle, from which the results so far indicated there 
would be a decided improvement over the past method, and 
if successful would eliminate the difficulty encountered.

Harry Mitchell, of the iron -machine shop, re
ferred to some of the experiences peculiar to that depart
ment, He called attention to the desirability of a regular 
and systematic inspection of all over-head machinery and 
shafting.

President Hewlett thought this a good suggestion, viz: 
That regular and systematic inspection be made.

Mr. W. J. Hayden, foreman of the Pipe Finishing Mill, 
was then called upon, and he gave figures which showed 
that the principal cause of accidents in his department 
was due to the fact that it was necessary to employ many 
men who could not clearly understand the English lan
guage, hence the difficulty of explaining tnoroughly, what 
their duties required and particularly of cautioning them 
of the dangers, although strenuous and frequent endeavors 
were- made in this connection. The records show that a 
large proportion of the accidents occur in the case of non- 
English-speaking employes, and hence it was the present 
practice in that department, all things being equal, to give 
the preference in hiring employes to those who could speak 
the English language.

Mr. C. D. Terry, Superintendent of the Butt Welding 
Department was called on, and he stated that a number of 
points which he had considered had been brought out in 

■ the previous discussion, but. he had jotted down a few 
points which occured to him, and which he presented. A 
summary appears in another column. At the conclusion of 
his remarks, President Hewlett stated he was much grat
ified at the thought and attention which had been given to 
this subject as shown by the tenor of the remarks of the 
various speakers. He further called attention to the respon
sibility of the Foremen, and urged them as men, interest
ed in their fellow men to take an active interest in every
thing in the surroundings of the employes which might 
have the tendency to avert an accident. Hecalled attention 
to the tenor of Mr. Terry’s remarks which very clearly 
indicated that in case of an accident some foreman or sup
erintendent was responsible. The immediate relation of the 
employe to the company was under the direct supervision 
Of the superintendents, foremen and subforemen. “The off
icers of the Company are few, and they cannot come into 
immediate contact with every employe of the company, 
hence while you may hear it said that ‘the Company should 

, do this, or the company should do that, you must remem
ber that when it comes to immediate and intimate associ
ation with the employes YOU MEN HERE REPRESENT 
THE WESTERN' TUBE COMPANY. The responsibility is 
with yeu, and it is a solemn thought and I want to leave it 
with you tonight—that of your immediate and personal
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responsibility for the safety and welfare of each employe 
in your charge.”

The next general subject was: “Improvement in Quality 
and Quantity.” President Hewlett stated that this was an 
important subject, and he knew that improvements were 
going on right along in the various departments; many of 
these came to his personal attention, and it was desired to 
call attention from time to time to the various changes 
made which resulted in improvement in quality and quan
tity.

Mr. Henry Meyer, foreman of the loading department, 
called attention to certain inconveniences which that de
partment suffered in arrangement of track for switching of 
cars, and thought some improvement might be made. 
President Hewlett referred this matter to Master Mechanic 
Wirth for full investigation.

Mr. Walter F. Swadkins was then called upon, and he 
gave a very interesting talk in connection with some of the 
trouble encountered with patterns and core boxes, and the 
treatment of such trouble. He outlined some of the in
vestigations which had been made as regards brass fur
naces, and also some of the conclusions which he had 
reached. He called attention to the necessity for being 
guided by the expensive experiments of the past in treat
ment of difficulties of the present. His talk was listened 
to with close attention by all present.

President Hewlett stated that this address had been 
very interesting.

Mr. A. J. Mather, superintendent of the Grey Iron Foun
dry, was then called upon, and he mentioned some of the 
peculiar difficulties of that department, more particularly 
in reference to the question of draughts on patterns. As 
related to the question of quality, he outlined some of the 
difficulties encountered and overcome. He stated that the 
question of good patterns was vital in the making of 
good castings, and the pattern shop could be of immense 
assistance to the iron foundry in carefully noting the man
ner in which the various patterns worked in actual prac
tice.

President Hewlett stated that these remarks were cer
tainly very interesting and instructive.

Mr. E. C. Elliott of the Iron Valve Department, was then 
called upon, and he mentioned some of the methods which 
had been taken to improve the quality and quantity. He 
referred somewhat humorously to some difficulties which 
had been encountered with the rough castings, but persist
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ent and earnest effort has resulted in improvement.
Mr. Albert Metcalf of the Brass Finishing de

partment, was the next in order. He mentioned 
some instances where some improvements had been made 
in castings and in the finishing. He called particular at
tention to the assistance which the foundries could render 
in keeping all patterns up to size. He also referred to the 
desirability of having a distinctive mark for a number of 
parts of valves which were very similar in size and ap
pearance.

Mr. Hewlett called attention to the fact that a new 
board had been created, composed of superintendents with 
practical shop experience and termed “The Consulting- 
Board,” and that all difficulties of the kind mentioned 
should be referred to this board, of which Mr. H. J. Wal
dorf is chairman, and same would receive immediate and 
careful attention.

The next general subject was the “Questions and An
swers” and in this connection a communication from Mr. 
Bannister was received and read. .

At this point the names of the absentees were read by 
the secretary. Some names were read as absentees be
cause cards had not been forwarded, and attention was 
called to the necessity for forwarding a card to the secre
tary, particularly if a man comes in late. The secretary 
should also be informed by all absentees as regards reas
ons for the absence to the end that all such absentees may 
not appear as delinquent on the roll.

Mr. Hewlett stated that the time had already expired, 
and hence he would have to close the business part of the 
conference, and turn the meeting over to the social com
mittee.

Refreshments were served during which time a num
ber of selections were rendered on the phonograph under 
the supervision of Mr. Philip Griggs. The Tube Quartet 
also rendered a selection and responded to an encore. Mr. 
G. M. Thrasher also entertained the company with banjo 
selections. The last number was a phonograph number: 
“Should Auld Acquaintance be Forgot”, and all around the 
hall the tune was taken up, many humming, some singing, 
and others whistling it.

President Hewlett then called attention to the fact that 
the time had more than expired, and declared the meeting 
adjourned until the second Monday in October at 7:30 p. m.

Statement of Secretary of Western Tube Company Employes’ Aid Association

The Aid Association is able to make a very satisfactory 
showing this month, as will be noted from the record be
low. The cash balance shows a substantial advance over 
that of a month ago. There is also an increase in mem
bership from 1067 to 1094. While this is not such a large 
gain as that registered last month (when 217 names were 
added to the rolls) yet it is an evidence of some activity. 
If the director in each department will call the attention 
of the employes in his department to the advantages of the 
Aid Association, it will serve as a reminder to all, and 
particularly the new employes.

Statement of Secretary of W. T. Co. Employes’ Aid As 
sociation for August, 1907.

C. T. Linn—Brass Finishing ..................  $17 50 $17 50
Peter Yernberg—Fittings ........................ 2 50
John Cooper—Fittings ................ ................ 85 3 35
Wm. McGinnis—R. Mill ...................... .... 4 15
Dave Jones—R. Mill .................... ............ 85
John Berkman—R. Mill .......................... 85
Chas. Wager—R. Mill mason .......... . . 30 00
Ernest Ford—R. Mill electrician ........ 18 35 54 20
Perry Cox—Butt Finishing ......................  25 00
Axel Carlson—Butt Finishing ............ 10 85
J. P. Johnson—Butt Finishing .............. 20 00
J. H. Buckley—Butt Finishing ............. 20 00 75 85

Jacob Kohler—Mall. Annealing .......... 6 65 6 65
Leon Corbin—Butt Weld. Socket .......... 2 50 2 50
A. A. Smith—Brass Foundry ................ 15 00
C. H. Nicols—Brass Foundry ........ 15 00 30 00
W. T. Co. .......................................   2 55
Services of Secretary ..........  12 50 15 05

$205 10 $205 10
Cash on hand August 1, 1907 ...'............................  $ 903 50
Receipts for August, 1907 ......................................... 547 50

$1,451 00
Disbursements ................................ .............................. 205 10

Balance August 31, 1907 ........ .................................... $1,245 90
Membership August 31, 1907,' 1094.

New Members,
Machine Sho p and Pattern 2
Grey Iron Foundry ............................................ .11
Rolling Mill ,.........................................................  8
Pipe Finishing Mill ............   3
Socket ........................ .............................. 1
Brass Foundry ........................................  1
Butt Weld.............. ............................................... 1

27
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Production Department

The object of this department is to chronicle all increases in the 
output which may occur from time to time in the various depart
ments of the company—the aim being to give credit for achieve
ment in this line wherever it is due.

K L. PINKHAM, Associate Editor.

LIST OF PRODUCING DEPARTMENTS RANKED AC
CORDING TO THE PRODUCTIVE EFFICIENCY 
SHOWN DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST, 1907.

' Department. Rank.
Iron Cock Department .................  1
Malleable Iron Foundry .......................... 2
Iron Body Valve Department................ 3
Butt Welding Furnace No. 2 ................ 4
Nipple Department—Finishing .......... 5
Drive Well Point Department—Finish. 6
Galvanizing, Fittings, Etc.......................  7
Brass Foundry ...........................  8
Socket Department—Finishing ............ 9
Brass Finishing Department................ 10
Malleable Annealing Department ..... 11
Scrap Mill ......................  12
Butt Welding Furnace No. 1 ...............   13
Nipple Department—Blanks ........... . 14
Skelp Finishing Mill No. 1 .................... 15
Union Department ..................................  16
Socket Department—Welding .......... *17.
Tapping Department ............................  *18
Butt Finishing Mill.................................. *19
Re-treating Plant ...........................  *20
Grey Iron Foundry .............................. *21
Forge Department .................    *22
Japanning Department .......................... 23
Butt Welding Furnace No. 3 .......... *24
Drive Well Point Dept.—Punching. . *25
Skelp Finishing Mill No. 3 .............. *26
Socket Department—Bending .......... *27
Galvanizing Pipe ..................................  *28
Fagot Department .. ...................   *29

♦Output affected by causes beyond control of operating 
force.

The above ratings show how the productive efficiency 
of the month compares with the best previous record in the 
same department, the department making the ■ best show
ing as against its own best previous record stands at the 
head of the list.

Under this scheme the small department has the same 
opportunity to head the list as the large one, since the 
comparison for the month is based on a standard estab
lished by the department itself.

Butt Welding Department.
The following is a list of six furnace crews in this de

partment, ranked according to scrap made during the 
month:

Welders. Furnace Rank
Cox, Bryner. and Forrest ............................ 1 1
Whitney, Ameter and Bumphrey ..........  1 2
Atkinson, Hayden and Wood ................ 2 3
Behnke, McBeth and McKinney .............. 2 4
Bond, Smith and Wagonhouser .............. 3 5

Rating.
91.33
89.69 
88.21
84.69 
83.64 
82.93
82.37
81.73 
81,63 
80.19 
76.29 
73.59 
73.16 
71.98 
71.48 
70.80
70.55 
66.03
64.73
63.37 
62.15 
62.14 
60.86 
58.68
55.73
52.45
50.46
33.55 
17.10

Baker, Agnew and Larson ........ 3 6 No. Rank Rating
The following ratings show how the scrap made dur- 26 1 128.91

ing the month compares with the best previous record 93 2 122.16
made by the same crews: 24 3 119.18

Furnace. Rank Rating 153 4 118.22
Cox, Bryner and Forrest............ 1 1 125.37 18 5 116.95
Whitney, Ameter and Bumphrey 1 • 2 107.53 8 6 115.73
Bond, Smith and Wagonhouser . 3 3 101.80 16 7 111.25
Atkinson, Hayden and Wood .. 2 4 74.28 3 8 108.69
Behnke, McBeth and McKinney 2 5 58.8S 90 9 108.23
Baker, Agnew and Larson .,.. 3 6 58.38 172 10 106.97

The crew of No. 1 furnace, day turn, August 19th, Whit
ney, Ameter and Agnew, welders, established a new record 
on one inch light pipe, having beaten the record established 
June 27th, 1907, by over 17 per cent.

A new record on y2 inch pipe was established by the 
crew of No. 3 furnace, night turn, August 20th, Bond. 
Smith and Wagonhouser, welders. The old record estab
lished September 14th, 1906, was beaten by ,over 7 per 
cent.

The crew of No. 2 furnace on day turn of August 22nd, 
broke the record established on the 19th of the same- 
month by increasing the output of 1 inch light pipe over 
16 per cent. Welders Whitney, Ameter and Agnew.

The crew of No. 2 furnace on da yturn of August 22nd, 
welders Behnke, McBeth and Bumphrey, established a new 
record on 3 inch pipe. The old record established Febru
ary 23rd, 1906, was beaten by over 7 per cent.

But: Finishing Mill.
A new record was established on day turn of August 

26th. when the crew of bench No. 5, Orley Wild, head 
henchman, and Fred Blodgett, overseer, produced over 29 
per cent more 2 inch gal vanized P. & R. pipe than is shown 
by the best previous record.

Tapping Department.
The operators of the following machines take highest 

rank for the month, in the order named:
Mach.
No. Rank Rating

25 1 108.38
10 2 106.68

7 3 103.99
17 4 103.33
14 5 100.00
11 6 99.43
21 . ' 7 99.06
13 8 98.45
12 9 98.12

2 10 98.06

Scrap Mill.
The following named are the bushelers showing the least 

loss of iron during the month:
Name. Rank.

Isaac Summerset ...................... 1
David Graham ............................ '.2
Baily Reese......................................3
Peter Astroski ............................ 4
Gus Reiff .............  5
John Reiff ....................i.............  6
Thomas. Mansell ........................ 7
James Pollock...;................... 8
Thomas Carney............................ 10

The following is a list of busheling furnaces ranked 
according to tonnage produced during August:

Fur. No. Rank Rating
5 1 100.00
2 2 99.14
1 3 94.16
7 4 93.30
4 5 92.33
6 6 89.07

Brass Finishing Department.
The operators of the following machines show the high

est efficiency for the month.
Mach. *
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Iron Valve Department.

The operators of the following machines made the best 
records in this department:

Mach.
No. Rank Rating

33 1 103.15
49 2 102.77
20 3 101.19
32 4 101.09
96 5 100.76
97 6 100.42

102 ’ 7 100.37
81 8 99.63
99 9 99.38
31 10 96.61

Iron Cock Department.

The machines making the best showing are as follows:
Mach.
No. Rank Rating

70 1 101.61
30 2 95.61
79 3 95.58
71 4 93.22
84 5 76.71

Union Department.

The operators of the following ten machines made the 
best records during the month:

Mach.
No. Rank Rating
416 1 127.11

82 2 108.70
79 3 102.01
76 4 101.46
75 5 100.67
85 6 100.00
78 7 99.67
83 8 98.65
99 9 98.49
98 10 96.73

Brass Foundry.

The operators of the following molding machines made 
the best records during August, and take rank in the order 
named:

Mach.
No. Rank Rating

1 1 104.70
2 2 104.10
3 3 96.17

This department also established a new daily record for 
melting,, having on August 21st broken the best previous 
record by over 5 per cent.

Malleable Foundry.

The operators of the following molding machine smade 
the best records in this department during August:

Mach.
No. Rank Rating

B-3 1 119.79
4 2 110.03
8 3 108.90
6 4 106.01
3 5 105.18

No. 14 molding machine established a new high record 
August 2nd, surpassing the old record established November 
5th, 1906, by over 6 per cent.

No. 3 Berkshire machine established a new daily record 
August 14th. This machine showed an output over 10 per 
cent greater than the best previous record.

No. 5 molding machine established a new record on 
August 21st by beating the old record established Septem
ber 25th, 1906, about one-half of one per cent.

Grey Iron Foundry.

The operators of the following machines made the best 
records during the month:

No.
Mach.

Rank Rating

11 1 110.70
10 - 2 105.60

7 3 104.10
6 4 103.91
2 5 103.65

Nipple Department (Blank).

The five cut-offs making the best showing are as fol
lows:

the

Mach.
No. Rank Rating

39 1 104.82
38 2 95.00
37 3 84.59
36 4 83.22
42 5 83.01

Nipple Department (Finishing).
i threading machines making the best
l are as
Mach.

follows:

No. Rank Rating
13 1 155.78
15 2 116.04
36 3 111.51
16 4 108.25
19 5 105.21

6 6 99.27
1 7 98.28
7 8 97.33

21 9 94.51
8 10 93.75

Billing Department.

Billing department’s record for the month.
Invoices completed at noon of second working day. 
Increase in errors 45 per cent.
Comparative record of machine operators in Billing de

partment:
Lines Rank Rank

per for for
Name. Lines Hours Hour Work Ac’y

Miss Dresselhouse ... ... 21,311 ' 161 132.3 1 1
Miss Rowell ................ ... 23,490 179 131.2 2 4
Miss Bradbury ---- -- ... 16,468 138 119.3 3 3
Miss Mesker ................ ___9,188 78i/2 117.0 4 2

SYSTEM.

System as applied to business is the plan under which 
the work of the entire business is carried on. It is the 
method of recording the transactions of the business and 
collecting the information in such form as will most clearly 
exhibit its conditions as a whole or the condition of any of 
its departments.

Where system ends and “Red Tape” begins is some
times hard to determine, yet the results of the two are far 
from being the same. System tends to produce order, to 
reduce labor, it keeps the management in touch with and 
makes clear the practical workings of the business. “Red 
Tape” obstructs the wheels of progress, increases labor, 
creates confusion and obscures the workings of the busi
ness.

Most people do not see the necessity for system. Every 
effort to direct the currents of business into definite chan
nels is termed “Red Tape”, but you will hear the same 
people say, “I don’t understand how you keep track of all 
these things”, yet the despised system or, as they term it, 
“Red Tape” is responsible for reducing the conduct of the 
business to what is practically a science.

The accounting department in any business es generally 
the chief stickler for system in carrying on its transactions 

Continued on page 6
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PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT
(Continued from page 5)

and it would not be in human nature to resist a fling at 
that department when opportunity offered.

Witness the following, which is not without foundation 
in fact:

First freight clerk (receiving notice of a shipment of a 
car of rod scrap, rather illegibly written). “I can’t read 
that. What do you make of it?

Second freight clerk—“Looks to me like ‘Red Tape’.”
First freight clerk—“All right, ‘Red Tape’ it is.” (Makes 

expense bill read ‘1 car Red Tape’.*)
Receiving clerk (at other end of line). “I have here a 

notice of a car of Red Tape. Where shall I have the car 
placed?”

Purchasing Agent—“I did not order anything like that, 
however, there is only one department it can possibly be
long to. You better ask the chief clerk where he wants it 
unloaded.”

A good system prevents worry. It attends to the de
tails and even provides, for the emergencies. Many people 
throw away a large part of their effort for lack of system. 
Every time a task is to be done, instead of utilizing what 
has been done before, they do it all over again from the 
beginning. They are always adopting “temporary expedi
ents”, intending to do things better later on.

A systemless business is sooner or later afflicted with 
dry rot. A lack of system is given by the commercial 
agencies as one of the chief causes of failure. _ This is not 
surprising, as it is only through system that the weak 
points of a business may be located and to locate such 
weak points is the first step toward remedying them.

A well known factory expert says: “A manufacturing 
plant which is as much as two or three per cent below 
competitors in average efficiency is doomed to extinction 
if allowed to remain in that condition.” That is a pretty 
narrow margin, but proof of the proposition is had in the 
continual decay of once prosperous and renowned manu
factories which failed to make use of system and which 
simply ceased to advance after success first came, for
getting that every day sees all things of human interest 
bettered or improved and that to let well enough alone is 
to certainly fall behind.

1 SUGGESTION BOX $
$ $

In tliis department will be given from month to month items 
concerning the Suggestion Box, notes regarding suggestions made, 
and articles showing how suggestions that have been accepted 
have proven successful in operation.

C. D. TERRY, Associate Editor.

The fourth series of six months each closed on Sept. 
5th, 1907, when the' suggestion box was opened. There 
were placed in the box during the month of August, forty- 
six suggestions, the number and titles of which are given 
below. This makes a total of two hundred and eighty-two 
suggestions for the series'which has just closed.

An inspection of the following list shows a continued 
activity in nearly all of the departments.

Some of the suggestions of previous months are still 
under consideration, and it will of course take some time 
to pass.upon the suggestions received on Sept. 5th, before 
the prizes for the fourth series can be awarded.

The committee will put forth every effort to arrive at 
a just decision of . the values of the various suggestions as 
soon as possible. Mr. A. M. Hewlett’s appointment of 
various department heads, to assist in this matter of de
termining the value of the suggestions, will be of very

material help to the judges in arriving at an early and a 
just decision.

The box is now ready to receive suggestions on the 
fifth series, and it is hoped that this series will prove to 
be even better than the one which has just closed. It has 
been truly stated that progress is the order of this age, 
and the Western Tube company employes will undoubtedly 
continue to show that since they have a means of obtain
ing commendation for worthy suggestions they are not 
slow in taking advantage of It,

Suggestions—Fourth Series.

Opened September 5, 1907.
4

No. 237—Remelting turning sand borings.
No. 238—Perforating skelp for drive well point pipe. 
No. 239—Casting threads on brass stems.
No. 240—Device for Machine No. 24, Brass Finishing 

Department.
No. 241—Disposition of nipple scrap.
No. 242—Nipple Department tools at machines.
No. 243—Belt hook for idle belts.
No. 244—Classification and grading of improvements. 
No. 245—Ratchet holder for eye-protectors on emery 

wheels.
No. 246—Iron steps for viaduct.
No. 247—Duplicate parts for Saunders’ nipple machines. 
No. 248—Another device for turning skelp.
No. 249—Conference of employes.
No. 250—Making our own barrels new.
No. 251—Extra support for bottoms of brass crucibles. 
No. 252—Improvement in automatic nipple machine. 
No. 253—Protection around beams in elevator hatch

ways.
No. 254—Inspection of second-class pipe nipples before 

threading.
No. 255—Ambulance class for first aid to the injured. 
No. 256—Guard rail around ash pit.
No. 257—Painting by dipping instead of by brush on 

structural steel.
No. 258—Unrattled malleable bushings.
No. 258%—Method of saving waste on tools.
No. 259—Automatic counter for core machines.
No. 260—Publication of Danger Notices in “Tube News”. 
No. 261—Proposed new system of cleaning brass cast

ings.
No. 262—System of awarding prizes on intrinsic, not 

relative value.
No. 263—Forged nipples.
No. 264—System of line shaft oiling.
No. 265—Screw for guage on automatic cut-offs.
No. 266—Conveyor for unloading slack at No. 4 boiler 

house.
No. 267—Disposition of nipple scrap.
No. 268—Discouragement of smoking during working 

hours. \
No. 269—Duplicate parts for Saunders’ nipple ma

chines.
No. 270—Improved cover plate for malleable foundry 

flask conveyor.
No. 271—Inspection of guages.
No. 272—Writing of suggestions in foreign languages. 
No. 273—Rubber-lined clamps for vise lexers.
No. 274—Special inducements for operators seating 

valves.
No. 275—Swivel joints.
No. 276—Improvement on ovens in men’s core room, 

grey iron foundry.
. No. 277—Brass bosses on patterns.
No. 278—Additional fire protection for gray iron blank 

stock room.
No. 279—Screwing plugs in hydraulic fittings for test

ing by machine.
No. 280—Stop guage for taps.
No. 281—Shears for cutting wire in brass finishing de

partment.
No. 282—Bells for steam pipe used for blowing pipe af

ter galvanizing.
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It will be the purpose of this department to give to the readers 
of “The Tube News” some knowledge of the present state of the arts 
which have a bearing on manufacturing generally, and on such 
manufacturing as carried on by The Western Tube Company in 
particular.

Unless in answer to some specific question, purely scientific or 
mathematical discussions will be avoided.

New discoveries in science, or new applications of mechanical 
principles, as far as possible, will be touched' upon according to 
what is considered to be their practical local value.

Proper questions, having reference to some problem or difficulty 
actually encountered in the \yorks, or in the studies of a workman 
will be gladly received and answered if possible.

All communications "find questions should be addressed to the 
Editor, Educational Department, Tube News, and dropped in box 
provided for that purpose, at the corner of Employment Bureau 
Building.

J, C. BANNISTER, Associate Editor.

Until recently it has. been considered impossible to 
make sound castings of steel produced by the Bessemer 
process. As explained in the August issue of the Tube 
News, the Bessemer process consists in treating molten 
pig iron in a peculiar egg-shaped vessel called a converter, 
a blast of air being blown up through the body of metal 
until all the carbon and some of the impurities are burned 
out; after which carbon is added in the proper amount to 
make a steel of the desired carbon content. If this metal 
is poured in molds the castings are almost sure to be un
sound, on account of the presence of oxides and occluded 
gases. By the very simple expedient of using a small con
verter, introducing the air upon the surface of the metal 
instead of through it, and thus burning out the carbon, a 
steel may be produced free from the defects mentioned 
and which will run sound castings in sand molds.

This is the process now being adopted by some manu
facturers of steel castings for such purposes as require 
absolutely tight, sound metal, like fittings and valves, and 
is said to be very successful; although, of course, castings 
made in this way are bound to cast more per pound than 
when made by the open hearth process. .

Question: How many pounds of steam will be dis
charged from a one inch pipe when discharging into an 
open tank?

Answer: When steam flows from a higher to a lower 
pressure, the amount discharged increases with the differ
ence in pressure until that difference equals 58 per cent 
of the original pressure, after 'which it remains constant. 
The discharge through a properly shaped nozzle having 
the internal area of a 1 inch pipe, would be about 67 lbs. 
per minute under the conditions of the question. The 
discharge through a 1 inch pipe would of course be slightly 
less on account of friction at entrance and in the pipe.

Question: How can the length of a cross belt be de
termined when the distance between the centers of the 
shaft and. the diameters of the pulleys are known?

First Answer: Usually the best way is to measure with 
a tape, making allowance for stretch of the belt.

If you want to save time, measure. around the pulleys, 
as though for an open belt, and make no deduction for 
stretch. This is the method adopted in this factory, as a 
rule.

Second Answer: If for any reason you cannot stop 
the machinery long enough to measure, lay out the ease on 
paper to scale, and measure the drawing. This will give 
the length approximately.

Third Answer: If neither of the above suits you and 
you have, plenty of time, try this rule: Add the radii of 
the. two pulleys and cl vide this sum by the distance be
tween centers. Then locate the number in column 2 of 
the table appended which is nearest the result just found. 
Now divide the sum of the diameters of the two pulleys 
by the number in column 3, which is opposite the number 
previously located in column 2. Call this quotient Result 
1.

Development of Ocean Liners.—The accompanying 
table, taken from “Engineering” (London) for August 2nd, 
and presented in connection with a very complete detail 
description of the Cunard turbine-driven quadruple-screw 
Atlantic liner Lusitania, presents in a compact form the 
development in capacity and efficiency of ocean liners 
since the advent of the first Cunard liner.
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steam to New - - ■ -
York.............  tons 570 1400 836 1,900 2,900 5,000*

Cargo carr’d tons 224 750 1700 1,000 1,620 1,500
Passengers ---- 115 250 320 1,225 1,700 2,198
Indicated h. p____ 710 3600 5000 14,500 30,000 68,000
Steam presure, lb 9 33 ‘ 75 100 165 200
Coal per indicated

h. p. per hr. lb 5.1 3.8 1.9 1.9- 1.6 1.45*
Speed ... knots 8.5 13.1 15.5 19 22 25

*Estimated. •

Automobile Horse Power Formula —The Association of 
Licensed Automobile Manufacturers has adopted the fol
lowing formula for rating the horse power of automobile 
engines:

Next take the number in column 1 of table which is op
posite thv number previously located in column 2, multiply 
it Dy 2, add 180, divide by 360, multiply by 3.14, and mul
tiply by the sum of the diameters of the two pulley:*. The' 
sum of this result and Result T is the length of the belt, 
very nearly.

All dimensions are to be taken in inches.
1 2 3
2 . .035 .035
4 070 .070
6 .104 .105
8 .139 .141

10 .174 .176
12 .208 .213
14 .242 .249
16 .276 .287
18 .309 .325
20' .342' .364
22 .375 .404
24 .407 ,445

Formula.

The “Horseless Age” recently published the following 
table based" on this formula:
Bore of
Cylinder
Inches

3

l
------Nui

2
n-ber of .Cylini 

3
der —— 

4 6 "

...... 3.6 7.2
] I orse-po wer

10.8 14.4 21.6
3.25 ...... ...... 4.2 8.4 12.7 16.9 25.3
3.50 ............. ...... 4.9 9.8 14.7 19.6 29.4
3.75 ...... .......... .. 5.6 11.2 . 16.9 22.5 33.7
4................... .. . ............. 6.4 12.8 19.2 25.6 38.4
4.25 ...... 7.2 14.4 21.7 •28.9 43.3
4.50 ............. ...... 8.1 16.2 24.3 32.4 48.6
4.75 ............. ... . ... 9.0 18.0, 27.1 36.1 54.1
5. ...... . . . . . . 10.0 20.0 . 30.0 40.0 60.0
5.25 -. . L . . ...... 11.0 22.0 33.1 44.1 66.1

' 5.50 ...... . . . . . . 12.1 24.2 36.3 48.4 72.6
5.75".......... .. ...... 13.2 , 26.4 39.7 52.9 79.3
6 .......... .......... 14.4 28.8 43.2 5:7.6 86.4



THE TUBlS NEWS.

THE TUBE NEWS
L. F. HAMILTON.........................................Editor-in-Chief

ASSOCIATE EDITORS.

J. C. Bannister - - - Educational Department
C. D. Terry.............................................Suggestion Box
F. L. Pinkham - Production Department
Oh as. L. Rowley - Casualty Department
Harry Elliott - Local, Personal and Social Department

Published monthly by The Western Tube Company in the in
terests of employes of the company for the reason that the company 
believes whatever is for the interests of the employes should be and 
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ploye of the company.

This company is desirous that all employes should 
strive to improve their opportunities and fit themselves for 
advancement, hence we take pleasure in calling attention 
to an exceptional opportunity for receiving instruction in 
mechanical drawing.

The Educational Committee of the Young Men’s Christ
ian Association has made arrangements for conducting an 
evening class in mechanical drawing. It is expected that 
this class will take up the study of this subject Tuesday 
evening, October 22nd, and continue for two evenings each 
week (Tuesday and Friday) up to and including December 
20th. It has been the experience of the Association that 
it is not practicable to keep the students together during 
the holiday season, and for that reason no instruction will 
be given between December 20th and January 7th. On 
January 7th the students will again take up their work 
and receive instructions up to and including March 31st.

The tuition fee to members of the Association has been 
fixed at $3.50, and to non-members $5.00, both in advance, 
and this covers almost five months’ instruction. The stu
dents will provide their own instruments, which will in
clude drawing board and tee square, etc.

The committee considers itself fortunate in that Mr. 
J. J. Harman, M. E., has accepted the position of instruc
tor. Mr. Harman, a graduate of the University of Illinois, 
class of ’02, taught in the Machine Design Department of 
the University for the past four years and recently assum
ed the duties of assistant to the chief engineer at the 
plant of the Western Tube company.

Everyone Tyho intends to become a member of this 
class should enroll at once, as the room available for the 
class is limited and those who enroll first will receive pre
ference should the Association be unable to take care of 
all who are anxious to receive instruction. The Associa
tion is also anxious to have prompt enrollment so that a 
sufficient number of tables and lights can be provided.

Enrollment cards may be secured at the Association 
building, corner of Main and First streets.

As will be noted from the table showing the productive 
efficiency of the producing departments, the ranking 
changes from month to month. The Socket Department 
(welding) was first during the month of July, having brok
en the previous record of that department. During the 
month of August* the ranking of this department was 17, 
although the output was affected by causes beyond the 
control of the operating force. On the other hand, the 
Iron Cock Department, which ranked fifth during the month 
of July with a rating of 82.51 per cent of its best previous 
record, ranks first during the month of August, with a 
rating of 01.33 per cent. The Malleable Iron Foundry 
ranks second and considerable gain was made by the Nip
ple Department (Finishing) during the month of August, 
for same jumped up from the eighteenth place during the 
month of July to fifth place during the month of August.

We give below ten departments which head the list 
during August with their corresponding ratings during 
May, June and July:

August July June May
Iron Cock .............................. ........ 1 5 7 30
Malleable Iron Foundry ... .......... 2 3 12 9
Iron Body Valve ............................ 3 4 -1 12
Butt Welding, Furnace No. 2 ... 4 6 13 *27
Nipple (Finishing) ............ ........... 5 18 *29 17
Drive Well Point (Finish) .......... 6 20 16 19
Galvanizing, Fittings, Etc. .......... 7 9 2 7
Brass Foundry .................... .......... 8 12 21 15
Socket (Finishing) ....................... 9 7 24 23
Brass Finishing .................. ........ 10 10 19 18

* Output affected by causes beyond control of operating 
force.

CASUALTIES—THEIR CAUSE AND PREVENTION.

Paper Presented at Administrative Conference by C. D.
Terry, Supt. Butt Welding Department.

president Hewlett and Fellow-workmen: —
In seems to me that the ground has been very well 

covered by the speakers who have preceded me. When I 
was asked to make a few remarks concerning the subject 
in hand, 1 jotted down a few points which enter into our 
practice in the Butt Welding Department, and which are, 
I believe, to a certain extent, general in their application tb 
other departments.

The first point is that of taking, so far as possible, em
ployes who speak or at least understand the English lan
guage. J believe this to be necessary for two reasons. The 
first being that without an understanding of our language, 
it is very difficult to properly instruct them as to the 
possible dangers of their positions. The second is that we 
have found that employes who are not English speaking 
are to a large extent much more careless in their work 
than Americans. They either do not appreciate the possi
ble dangers of the work, or they are careless as to results 
of possible accidents to themselves.

The second general point is that those who occupy pos
itions of any responsibility whatsoever must at all times 
exercise great vigilance to prevent accidents, and to pre
vent workmen from exposing themselves to danger in an 
unnecessary way. This, I believe, to be one of the greatest, 
if not the greatest responsibility resting upon each one cf 
us who is here present. It is something we cannot dispose 
of ; it is something we cannot “clean up”, or get rid of as 
we can most of our pieces of work. It must be ever present 
in our minds, and when we think that some poor fellow 
may possibly be permanently injured, or even lose his life 
through perhaps even a small oversight on our part, it 
means that our minds should be, as far as is possible, occu 
pied with the thought at all times of caretaking.

The third general point is that of continual endeavor 
to guard dangerous places, and this can be sub-divided into 
several specific points. The first of these is uncovered 
gears, which are responsible for so many lost fingers. The 
second is that of projecting cap screws and set screws, 
which are so apt to catch clothing and draw workmen in
to danger. The third is that of at all times guarding such 
holes §is may be made necessary through excavations for 
foundations or hatchways for going down into basements 
or pits of various kinds. The fourth is that of guarding 
against unsafe ladders or weak or rotten overhead plat
forms, which may cause workmen to fall and seriously in
jure themselves. The fifth is a point which may appeal to 
our own department rather than to others, but I believe 
the point will find a place through the various departments. 
This is of guarding doors through which rapidly moving 
loads come with no especial warning. We have in our de
partment two such places, which might cause serious acci 
dent, through a man stepping from a door and perhaps 
walking into a load of skelp or of hot pipe. These we have 
guarded in a manner similar to that with which the main 
track near the malleable core room is guarded, that is with 
bells and lights, and I believe that wre, perhaps, have pre- 

(Continued on page 15
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HARRY ELLIOTT, Associate Editor.

BRASS CORE DEPARTMENT.

Miss Mabel Gilkey, Reporter.

Miss Lillian Larson has been absent from work the 
past week on account of sickness.

Miss Bessie Perks who has been quite sick with typhoid 
fever at her home in the west part of the city, died Friday, 
August 23rd, at one o’clock. The funeral services were 
held at the house at 2:30 and at the Primitive Methodist 
church at 3:00 o’clock, Sunday. Six of her girl friends 
acted as pall bearers. The sympathy of her associates is 
extended to the bereaved relatives.

Miss Mildred Campbell has returned to work after 
visiting with friends in Beardstown, 111.

Mr. Koert Brown and Miss Hillie Morris were married 
Wednesday, August 28th, at the Christian parsonage. All 
the girls extend congratulations.

Miss Emma Hanawalt has severed her connection with 
this department and will teach school near Galva the com
ing term.

Miss Belle Bradley, after spending two weeks visiting 
friends in Sterling and Dixon, returned to work this week, 
Sept. 1st.

Mr. Ed. Wilson and Miss Ethel Grady were married 
August 4th at the home of the groom on Tremont street. 
Rev. George Hewlett, rector of St. John’s, officiated. All 
of their friends extend congratulations.

Misses Zela Murphy and Chilla Waddell of Cuba , 111., 
began working in the Brass Core department recently.

Miss Beulah Bond who has been working in the Brass 
Core department for some time, left Monday, August 31st, 
for Milwaukee, where she will make her future home.

Miss Annie Stuhkatz left Saturday for Chicago where 
she will visit friends.

CHEMICAL LABORATORY.

Mr. G. M. Thrasher returned recently from Klinger, 
Michigan, after enjoying a week’s absence. Mrs. 
Thrasher and son Philip, who accompanied Mr. Thrasher 
on the trip, remained in Elkhart for another week before 
returning home.

Mr. Harrison Batton has returned from an enjoyable 
visit in Peoria and vicinity.

Mr. George VanBrunt returned recently to the Univer
sity of Illinois to resume his . studies for the ensuing year. 
Mr. VanBrunt is taking a course in chemistry.

TOOL MAKING DEPARTMENT.

W. T. Price, Reporter.

Richard Krumptinger was transferred to the Brass Fin
ishing Department.

Ben Wickham, we understand, has quit, and is at pres
ent with a racing stable, following the fairs.

Percy Johnson took a day off Sept. 7th.
John P. Johnson was off duty several days attending his 

father’s funeral, who died at his home in New Bedford. 
Interment was at Princeton, 111.

Well, your scribe returned from a visit September 3rd, 
having enjoyed himself immensely. Two weeks were spent 
visiting at the home of Mrs. Price’s parents at Ports
mouth, Ohio, after which other points were visited. Cin
cinnati, Indianapolis, Marysville and Chicago. We are glad 
to be back among the old folks again. Mrs. Price’s mother 
Mrs. Oliver Nourse, accompanied us home and expects to 
visit with us till spring.

SOCKET DEPARTMENT.

S. J. Mack, Reporter.

The one-day old son of Foreman and, Mrs. August 
Schultz, died Saturday, August 31st, at the home of the 
parents. The funeral was held at the residence and the 

I remains were interred in the Wethersfield cemetery.
Carl Johnson (Cully) has returned from a very enjoy

able fishing trip.
Frank Hepner can again be found at his old post as 

heater of the coke furnace.
August Daytoisheavers, welder on No. 1 roll machine, 

has a new boarder, a 10 lb. boy.
S. J. Mack is the happy father of an 8 lb. boy.
The boys in the welding department are all smiles, af

ter reading the last month’s “Tube News” and seeing the 
excellent showing made by their department.

IRON MACHINE DEPARTMENT.

Harry Mitchell, Reporter.

John Griggs is at work again after an absence of ten 
days on account of a bad burn on his foot. John says he 
gained twenty pounds while off.

Wm. Hahn went over to the Illinois river on a fishing 
trip. He returned minus the fish but with a bad cut in his 
wrist. “Better luck next time, Bill”.

C. H. Hall spent a week with his brother at Lincoln, 
Nebraska.

Bryant Bannister who has been working with the con
struction gang during the past summer, has left for the 
University of Illinois, where he will take up a course in 
engineering.

Martin Olson has resumed his studies at the High 
School after a summer’s work at the molding machines .

ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT.

C. A. Barney, Reporter.

Willis Montgomery, No. 3 charger operator, was on the 
sick list August 17th. Frank Shakier finished his run.

Ernest Ford, after successfully undergoing an operation 
at St. Francis hospital, returned to work August 19th.

Lawrence Hall, who has been connected with this de
partment during the summer vacation, left August 24th 
for Lincoln, Nebr., and vicinity, for a short visit before 
resuming his school work.

Clayton Stimson, operator of the galvanizing crane, took 
in the Princeton fair recently.

Geo. Perkins is back on No. 3 charger after a week’s 
absence.

Albert Gibson was off a couple of days this week on ac
count of sickness.

Frank Ehrig spent Sunday in Dallas City.
Ed. Bronson, operator on No. 1 yard crane, has decided 

to go out of the crane business. His position will be 
filled by Mr. Harris.

Clifford Cully has been looking after Jim Adams’ work 
during his absence.

Wm .Sweet, operator on Butt Weld crane, is taking a 
few weeks off to rest up and incidentally catch a few 
fish. We are credibly informed his exchequer amply 
provides for the lack of fish caught. Geo. Hutton is look
ing after his work on the crane.

8-20 night run. Will Sweet, crane operator, James Bow
den and Guthrie Strom, operators on No. 3 charges, re
ceived a premium on a record run, recently.

August 19th and 22nd H. E. Adams, crane operator, 
Roy Slown and Wm. Soderlund, operators on No. 1 charger, 
received premiums on both of the above dates, (day turn) 
for record runs.

H. E. Adams, crane operator, Ben Angell and Louis 
Kull, operators on No. 2, received premiums for record 
run.
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ROLLING AND SCRAP MILLS.

Leslie Howe, Reporter.

Roy Haley, one of our weighmen, played ball with the 
Clippers last Sunday and received a “warm” one on the 
nose so much so, that it was hard for his most intimate 
friends to recognize him when he returned to work Mon
day.

Oliver Thompson returned to work in the mill office 
after spending a pleasant visit at his home in Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa.

“Bunk” has been heard from again. Instead of catch
ing ball, he has turned his attention to catching pies.

Ed. Lee has been" confined to his home for the past sev
en weeks with rheumatism.

Nels E. Anderson returned last Monday from the Black 
Hills after an extended business visit looking after some 
mining property in which he is interested.

Mike Daily returned to work Tuesday after paying a 
visit with Peoria and Canton friends.

Eugene Mattingly left last week for Louisville, Ken
tucky, for an extended visit with relatives and old friends.

The boys of this department were taken by surprise to 
learn of the marriage of Aaron Gustafson. Of course con
gratulations were in order, but cigars were “nit”.

Wm. Snyder of the Scrap Mill, had the misfortune to 
sprain his ankle while playing ball with the Pipe Mill nine.

By the change in the roof at the rolling mill it has 
made it a great deal cooler for the roll workers.

Dexter Hixon of this department, has just returned from 
a visit to Toulon. Some of the boys seem to think that 
cigars will be passed around soon.

Wm. Thompson started to work last Monday as extra 
weighman in this department.

No. 3 mill started up Monday morning, Sept. 9th, after 
being down for two weeks on account ol putting up a new 
roof and extending the track for the new electric crane.

Ben Whitwell had been off from work some time on ac
count of sickness.

One of the new features of the rolling mill- is the shields 
placed around belt wheels and gearings.

One of our friends on No. 3 machine has begun train
ing by trying to reduce his flesh, so he will be in the best 
form possible when he starts playing with the Kewanee 
Regulars football team this season.

Nels Bangson who was recently married, is certainly 
having hard luck by being laid up with a broken leg.

ANNEALING DEPARTMENT.

Ray Jobes, Reporter.

Charlie Ham, of the hard iron conveyor, is quite sick. 
It is hoped, however, he will soon be able to be with us 
again.

It is interesting to note that the Annealing Department 
affords so many enthusiastic sportsmen. Chief among the 
number is our great bear hunter, who gives us many en
tertaining descriptions of life in pursuit of big game.

Ben Willits severed his connection with this depart
ment September 7th. It was not learned what occupation 
he will follow. We all wish him good luck and success in 
whatever he takes up.

Charley Ham and Will Donovan took Friday off to attend 
the annual outing of the Ymmietdrah societies. The 
classes went to Starved Rock this year, a historical place 
possessing many interesting scenes.

Charles Pilipanis had the misfortune to cut his finger 
August 19th. It was thought that amputation was neces
sary at first, but after examination it was not found neces
sary. He is improving as well as can be expected.

Robert Cox was a Chicago visitor recently.
John Olson is suffering with a sore finger which was 

accidentally bruised August 20'th.
Will Vaniter was overcome by heat August 30th. His 

condition was quite serious at first, but after resting and 
careful treatment, he so far recovered as to be able to 
resume his duties the next day.

MALLEABLE CORE ROOM.

Blanche King, Reporter.

Misses Anna and Hilda Halstene are spending a few 
weeks with their parents at Geneseo.

Miss Clara Samuelson and Miss Nellie Palmer of Galva, 
spent a few days with friends in Kewanee.

Miss Nellie Anderson spent a few days with friends in 
Chicago.

Miss Edith Clark left August 10th for a two weeks’ visit 
with relatives in Muscatine, Iowa.

Miss Anna Herb has returned to work. She was con
fined to her home with an injured back.

Miss Gerlie May spent Sunday with her mother in 
Chicago.

Miss Sara Packee spent a month very pleasantly with 
her brother in Milwaukee.

Miss Francis Lauless has returned to work after spend
ing a few weeks at her home in Bradford.

From out of the land where “we see through a glass 
darkly” into the one where we shall “see face to face” from 
where we “know in part” to where we shall “know as we 
are known” one of our dear girls has gone. Miss Mary 
Johnson was employed in this department. She was a 
charter member of the Tube Bible class and she is the 
first one called home. God knew she was ready and de
served promotion to a higher class. While she was one 
of the quiet ones, she was most faithful in attendance and 
ready with enthusiasm and interest in the Bible Class 
work. Her bright cheery smile, her quick sympathy and 
her ready understanding made her place in the class and 
in our hearts a large one.

But how little we appreciate the quiet ones' until we 
know they have gone from us forever.

Mary’s presence at work, at the lunch room and the 
Bible class was ever a helpful one; her influence was a) 
wavs towards the better, higher things and the memory of 
her presence, of her readiness, and willingness to go when 
God called without any need of preparation will inspire 
each girl to live better and be also .ready.

While we know we should rejoice for her there re
mains an empty chair, which no one can fill—and an ach
ing place in our hearts, which none can comfort. We can 
not understanl why God needed her, but in the days to 
’come we shall have in her one tie uniting our hearts 
more closely to the far-off shore Her funeral was held 
Sunday, Sept. 8th, at the Lutheran church and thence to 
Galva cemetery for interment.

“Yet Love will dream and Faith will Trust 
Since He who knows our needs is just 
That somehow, somewhere, meet wre must.1’

WOOD PATTERN SHOP.

Geo. E. Requa, Reporter.

Supt. VanBrunt returned Sept. 9th, a part of the time 
being spent in Augusta, 111., and vicinity.

Fred Williams and Geo. Requa enjoyed three days of 
sight-seeing in. Chicago during the week of August 25th.

Fred Wing left Saturday, Sept. 7th, for Rockford, where 
he will make his future home, having accepted a position 
with the Barnes Drill company.

Lee Young returned to work August 25th, after an ex
tended illness.

Jas. McClintock acted as foreman during Mr. Van- 
Brunt’s recent absence.

Frank Tompkins enjoyed a visit with relatives and 
friends in Wheeling, Mo., recently.

Arthur Ruskamp spent a pleasant week in Quincy the 
latter part of August.

Mrs. A. F. Ramsey and children returned home August 
31st after visiting for four weeks in Memphis, Mo.

Ed. Lundeen and Roy McGuire were among those who 
saw Chicago “Laboi Day”.

Chas. VanBrunt has returned to school after three 
months of work in the pattern shop.
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TAPPING DEPARTMENT.

Pearl Nelson, Reporter.

Esther, the six and one-half months old daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs.-Hjalmar Oldine, passed away on the 14th of Aug
ust after a short illness. This was one of the twins that 
were born to the family in February, the other child dying 
about three months ago. Interment was in Pleasant View 
cemetery by the side of her sister.

John Pfirter departed the last of August for Zurich, 
Switzerland, where he will make his future home with his 
parents.

Emil Nelson is the proud father of a baby boy which 
was born on the 27th.

Alfred Lindholm went to Galesburg on the 31st of Aug
ust where he attended the funeral of his mother, who died 
on the 30th in Baltoc, Marshal county, Kansas.

Mr. and Mrs. Hjalmar Oldine wish to thank the boys 
of this department for the beautiful flowers which they 
placed upon the casket of their daughter, Esther.

Mr. Olof Johnson reports the wedding of his daughter, 
Elsie to Mr. Winfred Larson, on the 14th of August, at his 
home on Prospect street.

Frank Krahn can again be found at the same old stand 
after returning from his visit of six weeks in the state of 
Washington.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mill on August 8th, a girl, j
W. Bergstrom’s daughter, only three years old, held the 

lucky number which won the beautiful piano at the Griggs 
music store on the 30th.

We are looking for that checker player from the Iron 
Valve department who has been defeating everybody in 
that territory. We would like to match a man from this 
department against him. How about it, boys?

Frank Hamilton was called home from work on the 14th 
of August by the serious illness of his brother, Edward, 
but before he reached his bedside, he had passed away.

Gust Larson came home on the 21st from Augustana 
hospital at Chicago, where he has been receiving treat
ment. He has not fully made up his mind whether to re
turn in the near future and have an operation performed, 
or not.

Your reporter from this department visited with his 
relatives and friends at Cambridge, his old home, for sev
eral days.

Andrew Youngquist, an employe of this department for 
several years, passed away on August 20th at Augustana 
hospital, Chicago, where he was taken for treatment. He 
was past sixty-five years of age and was a good provider 
for fiis family, as well as a Christian, upright man. He 
will be greatly missed by all who knew him. The funeral 
was held at the Swedish Lutheran church, of which he 
was a member, on the 22nd. Interment was in Pleasant 
View cemetery.

Elmer Lundberg held number 11 on the ball game on 
the 31st and won the $100 pool. Elmer was so good- 
natured he divided over half amongst his three best 
friends.

John Fredrickson had the misfortune to have a piece of 
his first finger cut off while putting in a chuck on 
the 14th, which incapacitated him for working for several 
days.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Hamilton and family again wish 
to thank the boys from the Tapping Department for the 
beautiful flowers which they placed upon the casket of 
their son and brother, Edward.

Several of the boys from this department laid off on the 
30th and 31st to attend the convention at the Swedish 
Mission church.

The wedding bells will again ring in this department 
the middle of the month. This time it will be one of the 
feeders. Particulars in the next number of the “Tube 
News”.

William Mattingly has returned from ten days’ ab
sence. While away he visited Niagara Falls, Buffalo and 
several other points in New York state and vicinity.

Mrs. Chris. Anderson is visiting relatives and friends 
in Annawan. While away, of course, Chris will batch.

Fritz Anderson and Emil Nelson spent a short time in 
Peoria. While there they saw several games of ball in 
the Three-Eye League.

Ralph Kennish has taken his time on the sorting con
veyor and is going back to school.

GREY IRON FOUNDRY.

Wm. Bennett, Reporter.

Chas. Packee is taking his “much needed rest” and ex
pects to spend most of his time near Bradford, visiting 
friends.

Amos DeWitt spent a week visiting at Canton, Lewiston 
and St. David with friends recently.

Thos. McGrath has moved from Commercial street to 
one of Wm. Herzberg’s new houses on Willard St.

Supt. Mather was called to Denver August 9th by the 
sudden death of his uncle, Archie Miller.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Burns a boy, Aug. 25th.
Ed. Reece, Harry Dice and Wm. Bennett spent Sunday 

August 25th in Galesburg.
Philip, the fourteen days’ old son of Bruno Antonias, 

passed away Aug. 22nd. The funeral was held at St. 
Joseph’s church August 24th, Father Conrads having 
charge. Interment was made in Mt. Olivet cemetery.

Barney Coddens spent Aug. 24th and 25th at Mineral 
with his friend, Sims Bernia and reports a fine visit.

Fred Steer was one of the many who spent Labor Day 
in Peoria and reports a fine time,—“but no air ship”.

Harry Dice went to Princeville August 31st where he 
played ball with the Meyers Bros.’ team against the Prince
ville nine and was defeated by a score of 10 to 2.

Thos. McGrath was called to Sterling by the death of 
his niece, Mabel Bracken.

Frank Green returned from a visit in Wisconsin, feeling 
fine and dandy.

Fred Smith got a transfer and is now working in the 
rolling mill.

Wm. Connell after an absence of a few years, is back 
molding in the Grey Iron foundry.

John Streicher was a Princeville visitor Aug. 31s,t, be
ing in attendance at the game between Meyers Bros.’ team 
and the local nine of that place.

Chas. Beck left Sunday, Sept. 8th, for an extended visit 
with his relatives in Kentucky.

By fire on August 8th, Wm. Eisenhuth lost all his house
hold goods. The conflagration was started by an explosion 
of a can of gasoline at his home on East Eighth street.

James Duncan formerly of Morris, 111., has charge of 
the pouring on the snap floor, left vacant by the resigna
tion of Fred Smitn.

Carroll Kennish spent the last ten days of August in 
Chicago attending the bi-ennial convention of the Delta 
Tau Delta fraternity.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Suwanski on West Fifth St., 
a boy, Sept. 4th.

GREY IRON CORE ROOM.

Miss Myrtle McLaughlin, Reporter.

Miss Mary Sunquist is spending a short time in Minne
apolis, Minn.

Jess Andrews has severed his connection with the com
pany and has returned to his old home at Macomb. Axel 
Anderson has been promoted to fill Mr. Anderson’s posi
tion.

Miss Myrtle McLaughlin spent some time in Springfield, 
Peoria and Jacksonville, recently.

James Mortenison has returned to work after a long 
siege of sickness.

The girls of the Grey Iron Core Room presented Miss 
Ida Engel with a gold cross and chain in honor of her 
birthday.

Miss Bessie Rocke is enjoying a two weeks’ visit, 
spending it in Peoria, Washington and Fairbury.

Miss Violet Swartz of the Malleable Core Room, is 
filling Miss FJprence Atkinson’s position.
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GENERAL OFFICE.

W. H. Bruce, Reporter.

Edward Newman of the office force, and Miss Lulu C. 
Moore, were recently united in marriage at Cambridge, 111. 
Mr. Newman’s many friends unite in best wishes to the 
young couple.

Miss Emma Dresselhouse has returned from a three 
days’ visit in Rock Island and Sheffield.

Mr. Lawrence Clark was absent a day on account of 
sickness.

The month’s work was closed a little late this month, 
owing t othe fact that we had several holidays. The 
statements were finished, however, at noon September 6th.

Miss Rhoda Lindburg was absent three days this month.
Mr. B. B. Everett has been obliged to give up his work 

in the time-keeping department for a few weeks on ac
count of sickness.

Mr. Sloan Cathcart returned after an absence spent at 
his home in Elmwood, 111.

Mr. W. S. Guthrie departed for his home in Philadel
phia. He expects to visit Niagara Falls, Montreal and oth
er points of interest along the way.

Several of the Time-keeping Department spent a Sun
day at Starved Rock and report an enjoyable time explor
ing that historical spot.

Miss Emma Meyer spent Labor Day at' her home in 
Peru.

Lawrence Johnson has severed his connection with the 
Order Department and is now employed in the Iron Body 
Department.

John Bauer has returned to work after a visit in Chi
cago and vicinity.

John Maynard has returned after a pleasant visit spent 
at Niagara Falls.

Jake Fleming is confined to his home on account of 
sickness from whicn we hope he will soon recover.

Roy Smith has again returned to work, after having 
been confined to his home on account of sickness.

Miss Anna Matheson, who for some time has been em
ployed in the Order Department, writing orders, has now 
been given a typewriter upon which she is doing very 
satisfactory work.

Miss Anna Graham has returned, after having spent a 
week very pleasantly in Galesburg.

Bennett Thompson has returned from a trip which he 
spent very pleasantly in the East.

GENERAL LABOR.

Frank Rash, Reporter.

A break in the storm sewer caused the Galvanizing 
Department to shut down for two days.

A large force of our men has been quite busy the last 
two weeks changing the track in the rear of the Grey Iron 
Foundry to enlarge the pig iron yard.

Part of our force has been excavating and laying con
crete wall along the depressed tracks leading to the new 
pipe warehouse.

Elmer Remick has been on the^sick list the past week.
George King, a member of the window washer crew, has 

left the employ of the company to engage in business.

BRASS FOUNDRY.

W. E. Anderson, Reporter.

Our foreman, Wm. Nokes, was on the sick list for a 
few days the first of the month.

Theodore Carman returned to work Sept. 4th, after 
being sick for two weeks.

A. T. Testrine is expected back to work Monday, after 
having a tussle with typhoid fever.

Our assistant foreman, P. N. Bowen, had the misfor
tune to get his feet burned with hot metal August 23rd, 
but we are glad to say he is able to return to work.

The ball season being about over, we can depend on 
Evard being at his bench every day in the week.

UNION DEPARTMENT.

Henry Cox, Reporter.

Mr. John Fowler has resigned his position as superin
tendent of the Union department on account of his health. 
Mr. Fowler will leave in, about two weeks for southern 
Idaho where he will look around a while before purchasing 
some farm land. The Union Department, with one voice, 
expresses sincere regret that Mr. Fowler has to leave, but 
we all know that it is for his good and hope that his health 
will take a speedy change for the better.

Wm. Willets made an enjoyable visit" to Riley’s 
camp on Rock River, during, the latter part of August. 
Mr. Willets declares that Riley’s camp is one of the “swell- 
est” summer resorts on Rock River.

John Platvitch was off for a couple of days on account 
of sickness in the family.

Forrest Irvin has been promoted to inspecting Kewanee 
Union threads.

August Grose has started working in this department, 
operating No. 89 automatic.

John Abaduska recently returned to the Union depart
ment and is selecting samples.

Harry Yale spent a week in Kansas City, Mo., the lat
ter part of August.

James Putzer may now be found operating No. 82 ma
chine in the Union Department.

Peter Globis commenced trucking flange unions in the 
Union Department. .

Melford Johnson spent a week in Chicago with relatives 
the latter part of August.

Joseph Surtees may now be found operating No. 91 cut
off in the Union Department.

Fred Perkins spent a week at Cambridge during the 
fair week.

Charles Webb had the sad misfortune to lose his six 
months’ old baby boy. The cause of the baby’s death was 
cholera infantum.

Joe Fowler has quit his position in the Union Depart
ment to take up farming in the state of Idaho.

John Ongenars was absent from his position for a week 
on account of a sore foot.

Henry Cox has been promoted foreman of all the as
sembling in the Union Department since the resignation of 
Mr. Fowler, Mr. Loyal Williams has been promoted to be 
foreman in charge of all the machines and Paul Lofquist 
will ha we charge of all the clerical work, orders and all 
the stock.

Henry Cox made a visit of one week during the lat
ter half of August, visiting relatives and friends in Iowa 
and other points near Muscatine.

Henry Parks had a three weeks’ outing, visiting afr va
rious places in the state of Iowa.

Paul Lofquist was among the “bunch” that spent the 
day at Starved Rock during the Ymmietdrah outing.

Frank Osborne is working in the Union Department, as
sembling pipe clamps.

MALLEABLE FOUNDRY.

Roy Radford, Reporter.

Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Radford have returned after a visit 
at Niagara Falls and other eastern points of interest.

Guy Rogers has returned to work after spending sev
eral days in Davenport, Iowa.

John Johnson has returned to work after a week’s visit 
in Chicago. Carl Johnson assisted in Mr. Johnson’s place.

Charlie Galasky, an old-time foundry man, returned re
cently and resumed work in the foundry.

George Rogers has returned to work after being off 
several days on account of sickness.

The carpenters have completed a new roof on the 
foundry.

The foundry was off one day last week, so the boys took 
in the fair.
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BUTT WELDING DEPARTMENT.

Frank Strickland, Reporter.

Our superintendent, Mr. Terry, has returned from a 
trip to Mackinac Island and Chicago.

The Pipe Mill ball team has played several games since 
last writing. The teams played and scores follow:

Annawan, .6; Pipe Mill, 20.
Boptown Regulars, 1; Pipe Mill, 4.
Atkinson, 7; Pipe Mill, 2.
Christian Ymmietdrah, 10; Pipe Mill, 11.
Bobtown Cadets, 6; Pipe Mill, 18.
It may be you noticed in the July issue of the Tube 

News just a suspicion of a prediction that there might be 
some new records made in this department during the 
summer months.

T. H. Jones spent the 7th and 8th in Chicago visiting his 
brother.

Emanuel Teece has moved from Galva to this city and 
is now located at the corner of Burr and South streets.

The reporter from this department and his family with 
a number of others from Kewaneo spent Labor Day at 
Starved Rock and of course by so doing, missed seeing 
that air ship sailing over Kewanee.

Mr. Chas. Hill and family spent a week visiting at 
Sparling and vicinity.

More records broken during the month of August. No. 
1 furnace made a new record for one inch light.

No. 2 furnace beat all previous records for three inch 
pipe.

No. 3 furnace Set a new record for V2 inch pipe.
And now the question is what will they do when the 

weather gets cooler.
Mr. S. A. Anderson of this department, who has had 

charge of the skelp yard for so many years, was called 
to Peoria August 12th, by the death of his motheir. With 
her death Peoria lost one of the most philanthropic and 
highly respected members of society in that city and the 
men of this department sympathize with Mr. Anderson in 
the deep personal loss which he has sustained.

TEAMING DEPARTMENT.

Plummer Culp, Reporter.

Supt. Culp of this department,- being out of town on 
business at the time of going to press, copy is rather shy.

Jesse Wall and Ben Watson have been employed as 
helpers on wagons the past week.

PAINTING DEPARTMENT.

Ivan Conrads, Reporter.

Ralph Duchardt spent four days in Beardstown with 
friends and relatives and enjoying fishing trips on the 
Illinois river. No fish stories, as yet.

Nick Pejanish had the misfortune to get his arm quite 
badly burned by hot steam, but thanks to the expert care 
of our emergency hospital, he is all right again and did not 
have to lose more than two hours’ working time.

Ernest Hagan has left for his home in DePue, 111., upon 
receipt of a telegram that his mother was seriously sick. 
He intends to stay indefinitely.

Wm. Oldfie’d spent Labor Day in Rock Island.
The reporter of this department enjoyed a ten days’ 

visit in Madrid, Iowa, with his father, and made several 
fishing trips to the Des Moines river. The fishing was not 
very good as nothing larger than ten pounds was caught. 
Made a visit to the state capital building at Des Moines, 
admiring its beautiful architecture. The main dome is 
covered with gold, also four smaller domes—it lies at the 
highest point in the city. One is impressed on approaching 
it from the east, with its magnificently beautiful lines.

Carl Wilson has moved his family from Astoria, 111., 
and is now situated at 1029 North Grace avenue in a house 
recently purchased by him.

GALVANIZING DEPARTMENT.

Frank A. Castle, Reporter.
Vochef Beleuch was sick several days during the last 

of August.
Supt. Nelson attended the annual outing of the Baptist 

Ymmietdrah at Starved Rock and reported a good time.
Our night foreman, C. C. Snyder and Miss Ogle Friend 

were united in marriage at the home of the bride’s parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rash, on Monday, August 27th, at 10:00 
o’clock a. m. They left on the noon train for LaSalle, Chi
cago and other points in the north. The entire department 
extends congratulations and best wishes and hope their 
journey through life together will be happy.

During the absence of Night Foreman Snyder, Daniel 
Griffin filled his position.

Our blacksmith, Fred Harrison, had the misfortune to 
have his hand caught in a drill press while it was in motion 
and was off several days on account of the accident.

Day Engineer Geo. Ickes spent the 17th and 18th of 
August in Moline. His little son, who had been visiting 
over there, returned home with him.

Joe Hooker Ickes was transferred from the Grey Iron 
foundry and is now working with us.

The night turn was taken off the pipe galvanizing 
department, the first of August.

John Heick, head man in the re-treating plant, spent a 
few days in Davenport the last of August the guest of his 
sister.

Sam Krause spent a few days the last of August at 
Green River.

C. C. Stinson, one of our crane operators, spent a few 
days the first of September, at his old home in Princeton 
and incidentally took in the fair at that place.

Albert Kreiter has been promoted to be third fittings 
galvanizer.

The reporter had for guests during the fair the Misses 
Alice Holmgren and Esther Swanson of Joliet, and Rosa 
Swanson of Altona, 111.

Everett Ferguson, second fittings galvanizer, has been 
losing several young “fries” from his chicken coops, and in 
order to stop these nocturnal drains from his feathered 
tribe, he recently purchased a high bred South American 
bull dog from Supt. Nelson.

What are you doing to make the Western Tube an ideal 
manufacturing plant? Have you noticed some place about 
the machines that could be improved and yet said or done 
nothing about it? Have you passed by or over a dangerous 
place and not spoken about having it remedied? Get busy. 
If our time is not worth this much to the company, it is 
not very valuable.

UNLOADING DEPARTMENT.

Napoleon DeClercq, Reporter.
Arthur Topelier has returned to work in this depart

ment after an absence of about four months.
Reno Van Nevel can now be found working in this de

partment, having been transferred from the brass foundry.
As the C., B. & Q. switchmen were preparing for their 

day’s work Thursday morning, August 29th, an earthquake 
occurred in the east railroad yards, about ten square feet 
of earth disappearing from view underneath the tracks.

Cyriel Van Puyvelde was off duty a couple of weeks 
with a touch of typhoid fever.

Andrae Egman has taken his time from this department 
and departed for Ft. Custer, Montana.

Jonas Hedlund says that when he gets his airship fac
tory to going there will be no more Jacksonville, Jr., or 
Labor Day airship performances without his airships being 
in line. He also states that there will be no acid escape 
to eat up the balloon feed pipe.

Most all of the boys in this department 4:ook in the fair 
on Thursday and some of them saw the airship go up on 
Labor Day.

Mrs. Ed. Turkelboom left August 22nd for a visit to 
Belgium, her native land, leaving Ed. to do his own cook
ing white sho is gone.
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STRUCTURAL SHEET STEEL DEPARTMENT.

Albert Griggs, Reporter.

John Rogers is “back among the old folks once more”. 
He is now a structural iron worker in this department.

John Ashenfelter, Sr., is back from the fruit districts . 
of Colorado and is once more identified with the sheet 
metal workers. We hope he is back for good, but you can 
never tell. He is already talking of going into the milk 
business.

A device for turning skelp is under construction in this 
-department.

Harry Lamasters has severed his connection with this 
department and gone to Aurora, where he will go to work 
for the C., B. & Q. road.

New fire escape platforms are being made for_the new 
stock building and machine shop.

John Ashenfelter, Jr., returned to work On the 5th, af
ter an absence of three days on account of the death of 
his brother-in-law, Yern Conrad.

Fred Ward recently moved his' household goods to 
East Lake street. He also took his potato patch along.

The boiler shop is now wearing a new coat of black 
paint.

The structural workers have almost completed the roll
ing mill job. Two more steel trusses and the ventilator 
and the job will be finished. Structural Foreman Rogers 
says this job was much easier than the north side on ac
count of not having so many steam and water pipes to con
tend with. All the trusses on the south side were raised 
in one piece, while on the old part they were compelled to 
cut a truss in several sections in order to get them in 
place.

PIPE FINISHING MILL.

Orley Wilde, Reporter.

W. Pyer returned the 26th from a trip to Jamestown and 
reports a delightful time. f

J. H. Buckley has returned from a trip on the lakes. 
We will bet J. H. enjoyed every minute of the time.

Chas. Nelson spent two days in Chicago recently.
Harold Green of the office force, is wearing that smile 

that won’t come off. It is due to the bright-eyed girl who 
arrived in the family.

Foreman Daley spent several days at Starved Rock, 
Deer Park and Peoria, recently. No doubt “Doc.” had a 
good time.

Jack Miles has been promoted to be head brakeman of 
the “dummy” on the night turn.

We missed Fred Blodgett Sept. 3; come to find out, he 
was at home entertaining a young lady who arrived at his 
home Labor Day and who expects to stay permanently.

We understand Ed. Girkins received several prizes at 
the fair recently.

Lee Dennis has moved in from the farm and is again at 
work with us. We are always glad to welcome the old 
boys’ return.

Ed. Gilky was absent for several weeks on account of 
sickness, but is again at the old stand.

WATCHMEN’S DEPARTMENT.

John Whitaker, Reporter.

Watchman George Hall spent Thursday, August 22nd 
at the Cambridge fair.

Mr. Jesse Milton was on the sick list recently.
Watchman George Hall filled the position of Mr. Mort, 

the regular watchman at the Main street gate, who was 
forced to hurry to Nebraska, because of the serious illness 
of his wife’s father.

Watchman Mr. Milton of the machine shop, had the 
pleasure of spending a very enjoyable evening with a 
cousin whom he had not seen for several years.

Watchman Beebe has been complaining for some time 
of hay fever, but is much better at the present writing.

STOCK HOUSE.

J. A. Eyer, Reporter.

D. L. Hankins spent a few days in Chicago recently.
' Tom Lindon is now at home with an attack of malaria 

and has been detained from work for several days.
Fred VanHecker and his brother Frank drove to Anna- 

wan Saturday afternoon, August 24th, to get his wife and 
sister-in-law, Miss Elsie DeBates, who left a couple of days 
earlier and who stopped a day or two at Sheffield to visit 
relatives before going to Annawan. All returned Sunday 
evening with the exception of Frank, who remained until 
Monday.

Ed. Martin returned to work after spending a three 
weeks’ vacation at Des Moines, Iowa, Milwaukee, and Chi
cago.

Frank Larson may now be found at 310 Pay son street, 
having recently moved into his new house, just completed.

Arthur Winters of the stock house office and Wm. Ben
der of the packing department, were transferred to the 
brass machine shop.

Chas. Roche was away Friday and Saturday, August 
30th" and 31st on account of sickness.

Pete VanHecker, together with his wife and daughter, 
spent Sunday and Monday, Sept. 1st-and 2nd at Sheffield, 
visiting relatives.

True Eldridge can now be found in the engineering de
partment, having taken a transfer Sept. 4th.

Dan Manley visited a few days at Mendota this week.
Frank Mang and Al. Blazier took in the Princeton fair 

on Thursday, Sept. 4th.

NIPPLE DEPARTMENT.

Will Teece, Reporter.
J. O. Burch returned from a visit in Ohio and Kentucky. 

Mr. Burch’s home-coming was saddened by the news of the 
death of his young daughter, her death taking place during 
his absence.

Machine No. 7 is at its old stand doing business. It is 
fitted with a friction clutch and the improvement is notice
able.

Victor Carlson was married last week. We unite wish
ing him all good luck.

The scrap reports are getting very low, owing to the 
good work of the subforeman.

Machine No. 20, operated by J. O. Burch, and under 
Will Teece, leads in percentage last month.

Our baseball team won another game last week. The 
coaching of Theo. Peterson and the pitching of Wright 
were the features.

The editor learns that our reporter has taken unto him
self a “better half”. We wish him a long life and much 
happiness.

CARPENTER DEPARTMENT.

David Nance, Reporter.

Mr. and Mrs. W. M. West attended the wedding of his 
nephew, Frank Neville at LaHarpe, 111., the first of this 
month.

James Howard of this department had the misfortune 
to have his house struck by lightning.

Hiram Nance attended the fair at Princeton, 111.
Robt. Craig of this department, visited with friends in 

Wyoming,. 111., Sept. 8th.
P. W. Nance, superintendent of the Carpenter Depart

ment, returned Sunday evening from spending Sunday out 
of town.

Benj. Moss returned to work Monday, Sept. 9th, after 
one week’s visit with friends in Princeton, 111., during fair 
week.

Hiram Nance started to work in the Carpenter Depart
ment Sept. 9th.

The painters are touching up the lumber sheds of this 
department which makes quite a difference in their appear
ance.



Tins tube news. 15
IRON VALVE DEPARTMENT.

Frank Wilson, Reporter.

Laurence Larson, an old time shop boy, returned to 
work in our department recently.

The clerks and the machine operators surprised Mr. and 
Mrs. E. C. Elliott, August 14th, it being their wedding anni
versary., and presented them with two fine rocking chairs.

Superintendent E. C. Elliott went to Starved Rock on 
the Ymmietdrah excursion August 16th.

Ben Logsdon returned to work August 20th after a short 
stay in Springfield, Illinois.

Roy Lowe returned to work August 26th, after a week 
spent at the home of his parents at Delavan, Wisconsin.

Oscar Harshbarger was recently promoted from floor 
workman to operating the testing machine.

Born August 28th to Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Jernborg, a 
boy.

Fred Gustafson resigned his position in the tool room 
and went to Chicago, where he will work at his trade.

John Bezzer returned to work September 15th, after a 
few days’ visit at the home of his parents in Chicago.

MEN’S GREY IRON CORE ROOM.

Grover Graham, Reporter.

Chas. Swanson moved August 12th to his new home 
which he recently purchased on Water street.

Edward Parquett was on the sick list the latter part of 
the month.

Robert Burchfield and wife have been enjoying a week’s 
outing at Rock River and reports a most enjoyable time.

Earl Ashley was on the sick list last month.
Robert Burchfield was absent Wednesday afternoon, 

September 4th, to attend a funeral.

DRIVE WELL POINT.

James E. Hart, Reporter.

Elmer Fred paid a visit to his home in Wisconsin Sept. 
1st, returning Sept. 7th.

Wm. Macklin, well point solderer, has left the employ 
of the company. .

Barry Birch was called home Sept. 7th by the sad news 
of the sudden death of his sister.

A guage has been installed on the drill press which was 
done through an item mentioned in last suggestion box 
news. It proves to be quite a find in enabling us to coun
ter-sink the holes in washer points to accurate depth. We 
also made an improvement by putting on a small rotary 
pump to feed water on drill.

BRASS FINISHING DEPARTMENT.

John Corcoran, Reporter.

John Carter spent a week in Chicago.
We are all glad to see our old sweeper back again. He 

was out for a couple of weeks with a sprained shoulder.
A. C. Metcalf attended the Y. M. C. A. encampment at 

Starved Rock. He reports a good time.
Perry Hott was off all the week of August 17th, visiting 

his father in Missouri.
Glen Meeker of the order department, was absent this 

week.
Carol Bowen has taken a transfer to the Engineering 

Department.
Harry Chubb can be found running No. 11 machine now.
Dale Hankins can be found running out castings on the 

south side now.
Ed. LaFave has absented himself from the tool room.
Chas. Metsker can be found running one of the new Fox 

lathes now.
John Brown has taken his time and started to school. 

Chas. Golden, from the Nipple Department, has taken his 
place.

Arthur Winter can now be found running machine No. 
190.

Casualty" Department
CHARLES L. ROWLEY, Associate Editor,

All gearing and running machines in the Tapping De
partment are now covered. There were no accidents dur
ing the month of August that were caused by machines or 
tools being out of order or repair.

During the month of August, less accidents were re
ported than during the month of July.

Considerable attention was given at the Administrative 
conference to the question of casualties. Articles on this 
subject appear in several other places in this issue.

It is essential that all superintendents and foremen 
send in “Returned to Work” reports at once when any 
employe who has been injured, returns to work. Prompt 
attention to this materially assists a proper keeping of our 
records.

Casualties—Their Cause and Prevention
Continued from page 8

vented several accidents by so doing. The sixth is that of 
having plenty of overhead blast for cooling the workmen, 
thus preventing heat prostrations in the summer time. The 
seventh is tha't of not allowing any loose material to be 
stored or to accumulate upon the timbers composing the 
roof trusses. If a rail which is to be put up for an inciden
tal job is left there, it is only a matter of time until the vi
bration of the structure will cause it to drop on the floor 
beneath. This is true of all loose materials, which upon 
the completion of the job should be taken down from an 
overhead position.

The eighth is keeping the building itself in repair; 
this is especially true of those who work in a building 
covered with corrugated sheet steel, for if these sheets 
become loose, they are very apt to blow off in a high wind, 
and one blovm from the edge of a building, might prove to 
be the cause of a very serious injury. This same point 
would also include the guarding against loose window sash 
and loose wdndow frames.

The fourth general point is that of discharging habit
ually careless employes. When an employe proves by his 
continued actions that he cares little or nothing for his own 
{safety, no good can be attained by keeping him, and in 
Yjustice to the company" he should be discharged, so that 
he may secure employment in a line of work which per
haps does not expose him to the dangers which are every
where incident to the work among machinery.

The fifth general point is the discharge of weak sight
ed employes. We have found it necessary to discharge 
men who were so near sighted or whose eye sight was so 
weak that they could not guard against accidents or see 
what was apt to happen to them.

The sixth and last general point is the discharge of 
reckless or irresponsible employes—and I distinguish be
tween these and the habitually careless employes—in that 
they do not only take no cave of their own safety, but are 
doing acts which endanger other employes. They are 
known as “Smart Alecks,” and the only thing to do with 
this type of man is to get him away from the grounds im- 
jmediately before he injures himself, or what is of more 
importance, injures some one who is a much better work
man or citizen than he is.

There are probably other points in connection with 
this subject which I have not covered, because it is a sub
ject which has no limit, so far as our watchfulness and care 
is concerned, but I believe if all of us put forth our best 
efforts to keep the above points in mind, we may be able 
not only to feel that the Company has had its expense de
creased, through lessening the number of accidents, but 
that a great number of our fellow men are perhaps .wear
ing their full complement of fingers and toes, some of which 
they might have lost through our not realizing" the respon
sibilities of our position.
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A Paper Read at the Last Administrative Conference by 
Alfred Granlund, Supt. Tapping Department.

On the question what can be done to lessen accidents 
and prevent injuries to employes T think the company has 
done everything that can be done so far in connection with 
covering gears, and giving every possible protection wher
ever there is any place at all dangerous, or where an acci
dent may occur. However, it seems to me that more 
might be said in the -way of warning against accidents, and 
it should be the constant aim of all those present to talk 
'and teach at all times regarding the prevention of acci
dents so that this matter may be sure to be constantly in 
the minds of all employes.

Much might be said about the causes of accidents, for 
if the cause of an accident is known a remedy may be 
found to prevent a repetition. I would like to explain some 
of my own experiences, for I have lost one finger and a 
thumb myself; the finger was stuck on again, but the 
thumb is missing. I have also had several very close calls, 
which looked bad at the time, but I managed to get out all 
right. In every case when I met with an accident the 
cause was carelessness, and as I look back now that is 
the only name I can give it, although I meant well in not 
stopping the machines, and thereby endeavored to lose no 
time in the act of setting the oil pipe in position, when my 
Ifinger was caught as in the first case and in the second 
case I was replacing a spindle while the machine was in 
operation. I did not violate any orders, though, as we did 
not have the instructions at that time which we now have, 
yet we must now contend against the same spirit, viz: the 
desire to accomplish work quickly and not take the proper 
care to guard against the possibility of accidents. Not
withstanding all the instructions which we have both writ
ten and verbal, whenever a piece worker can gain a little 
time by ignoring some rule, there is a frequent tendency to 
do so and run the risk, regardless of the possible danger to 
himself.

The last accident we had in our department during last 
month was an example .of the above, in that the operator 
nlaced his hands on a moving gear in order to grease it. 
This was an experienced operator, and no cause can be giv
en besides carelessness, because he knew better, and at 
the same time was violating specific orders.

Another cause for accidents is ignorance, that is a man 
does not know any better. I had a man some years ago 
Iwho cut his finger off and did not know it himself until 1 
told him, and then he almost fainted away. He came to 
me and said he was hurt, and that he had broken a screw 
driver (part of which he held in his hand), yet he did not 
know that his finger was cut off until I came to the ma- 
ichine and found part of his finger lying there. Then lie 
explained to me how the accident happened. I could not 
assign the cause to anything except gross ignorance. He 
was trying to loosen a lead-screw nut, which had become 
stuck on the screw, by placing a screw driver in the slot 
on the nut and holding it with his hand while the machine 
was running. He got the screw driver in the slot alright, 
and then it went around until it ran against the bed of the 
machine and there his finger was between the screw driver 
and the bed. Of course something had to give way. Now 
he knew that the nut was fastened tight to the machine, 
for ho had tried to loosen it first with his hand, and find
ing he could not do this, attempted to get it loose in the 
manner above described. I told him if he did not know any 
better than that, the best course for him was to use a pick 
and shovel for he would never make a machine man. He 
took my advice and is following that trade today. Other 
instances might be mentioned, but the above is typical.

Some years ago, I was present in court as a witness, 
and I learned more from that trial than I had learned all 
the years before, for I did not fully realize the responsibil
ity imposed on a “master,” the Court called it, or man

who is in charge of any work. As soon as a man is hired 
by me I am held responsible if anything happens to him 
while at work, and if I should instruct him as regards 
every point about the machine, but not the particular point 
by which he may happen to get hurt the Court will hold 
i'uc responsible, that is, unless I can prove that the man 
had full instructions and that the accident was not caused 
(by any ignorance on his part. In this instance we C'u'd 
clearly prove that the man had received proper instruc
tions, but every foreman should bear this in mind, and b^ 
very, careful in placing men to carefully instruct them as 
regards all points in connection with the machine on which 
they work, and the duties with which they may be en
trusted.

>
Now'. it is sometimes a question in my mind as to 

whether full and complete instructions of this sort are 
'given in each case, and if given, whether same are thor
oughly understood. 1 believe this subject should be agi
tated, and that foreigners, who can speak English, should 
be made to explain to others of their nationality who can- 
]Bot,. the importance of learning their specific duties, and 
thereby guarding against the possibility of accidents. If 
this was made the subject of general talk among the men. 
I am positive it would have a tendency to lessen accidents

A talk like that of Mr. Ladd at the recent Administra
tive Conference does much good. A large number of our 
men cannot read, and therefore written instructions mean 
nothing to them even if they are written in their own lan
guage. Within the last few years we have had some diffi
culty in securing as operators intelligent men who can 
speak the English language, hence have been compelled to 
use an interpreter. The difficulty is not so great if the 
man once instructed stays on the same job, for the duties 
of that position have been explained to him by the inter
preter, and he may understand that work fully, but if a 
sudden need should arise to change his work, then should 
the interpreter not happen to be at hand, it is necessary to 
explain by all sorts of motions just what the man is to do, 
and just what he is to guard against, and I would fre
quently rather do the work myself than endeavor to ex
plain in this way to some unintelligent employe, for there 
is always a certain amount of danger when a man does not 
thoroughly understand his duties. I will just mention one 
example of this kind, that is the kind of man on whom one 
is afraid to turn his back for fear something will happen to 
him.

I put a man at work on one occasion to clean off the 
base of a machine, and gave him a long handled scraper, 
and showed him carefully just how to do the work. I went 
away, aud after a little while came back to see how he was 
getting along. I could not find him. I glanced under the 
machine, not looking for him, but to see if he had 
cleaned all the dirt off, and there he was, all doubled up 
under the shafting with gears overhead, scraping away the 
dirt. I did not dare to say anything, for fear he would get 
caught in the machine, but I ran'quickly and shut off the 
machine, and then I went to him'and ordered him out im 
mediately'. I then questioned him as to why he went down 
under the machine, and from his motions I gathered he 
thought he could do the work so much quicker and better 
with a short handled scraper than with the long handled 
scraper which I had given him to work with up on top.

There is one other point which 1 would like to men
tion, viz: that we cannot be too careful around and about 
machinery to thoroughly and periodically inspect pulleys, 
hangers and gears, and not allow anything to run which is 
at all defective, like a cracked spoke, or loose bolt, but 
have it fixed or replaced at once after it is discovered. At
tention to this' may prevent some accidents. The general 
question as to what to do to prevent accidents is certainly 
a large problem, and I will be very glad to hear from oth
ers here this evening as to their experiences, and what sug
gestions they have to offer on this subject.


