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Our annual newsletter is a bit late again this year, 
but to be sure we are still here, keeping busy  and 
ready to make our annual appeal for financial 
assistance.

This year as in past years we are asking  you, one of 
the 350 on our membership list, to make a donation to 
help with the expenses of maintaining your museum.

Last year’s “Annual Fundraiser” was a great success 
thanks to the generosity of many of the lifetime 
members of the Kewanee Historical Society. We 
received over $10,000 thanks to contributions from 
70  members. That is a great help in meeting our 
annual expenses of approximately $12,000-$14,000.

Extraordinary gifts since the 2016 newsletter came 
from the following:  $2,000 from Michael DeWalt and 
matching $2,000 by Caterpillar; $1,500 triple match 
by Illinois Tool Works for $500 from anonymous 
donor; $1,000 from Col. Duane Lempke and from an 
anonymous donor;  $500-999--David Good, Charles 
Gray, Henry County Independent Insurance Agents 
and Kewanee Rotary Club; $200-499--Jeff Arch,  
Bill and LaJean Breedlove, Richard and Margaret 
DeSpain, Michael Fischer and Jane Rogers, James 
and Alice Ann Golby, Jim Grier, William McKee 
III, Robert and Jane Morse, Ron Oldeen, William J. 
Rose, John and Mary VanDyke, and Ted Vlahos.

Donations of $100 to 199 came from the following:  
Eldon and Virginia Aupperle,  David and Sara 
Boswell,  Marilyn Cosner, Patricia Damron, Patricia 
Friese, Good’s Furniture,  Doris Hunter,  Norman 
and Connie Johnson, Kewanee Woman’s Club, Milan 
and Pearl Layman, Lyndell and Lynette Lempke, 
Bernadine Mack, James and Hildegunde Ratcliffe, 
Paul and Janice Rist,  John Spets, Shirley Sumbles,  
Rachael Truninger, Marie VanWassenhove, Tamara 
Weir  and  Jim Weston. 

And finally those gifts not recognized here are 
certainly just as much appreciated.  Thank you to 
all.

This is our only special fundraising event each year.   
Please support it if you can and send your check to 
Kewanee Historical Society, 211 N. Chestnut St., 
Kewanee, IL 61443.

Where Am I?

Annual Fundraiser 2017

You’re at the Kewanee Historical Society’s Robert and 
Marcella Richards Museum viewing one of the many 
artifacts pertaining to World War I, which began for 
Americans 100 years ago.  You will find much more 
concerning all of the wars in which young Americans 
have been called upon to serve.



 The giving of Michael DeWalt has continued in a 
big way since our last newsletter. 
 In honor of Mike’s recent retirement from Cater-
pillar as vice president of Strategic Services Division, 
the company donated $10,000 to a charitable organi-
zation of Mike’s choice, which was the Kewanee His-
torical Society.  It is our plan to use this toward some 
improvements to the museum.
 A 1976 graduate of Kewanee High School, Mike 
and Caterpillar have made significant donations to the 
society the past 3 years.  One year ago a $5,000 dona-
tion from  Caterpillar arranged by Mike in connection 
with his contribution to the Caterpillar political ac-
tion committee provided the funds for air condition-
ing the museum’s upstairs rooms. Another $5,000 in 
connection with the PAC was donated early in 2017.  
 Mike, who lives in Peoria with his wife (Kathy Day 
also a 1976 KHS grad), is a history enthusiast, and  is 
volunteering at the museum and joining our board of 
directors.  His computer and photography skills will 
be a big benefit to the museum.
 Mike began his 36 year career with Cat in 1981 
as an accountant.  His distinguished career included 
working for Cat in Northern Ireland from 1996-2001, 
director of strategic investments including corporate 
mergers and acquisitions and the voice of Caterpillar 
to the investment community since 2005.
 Cat’s loss is our gain.  Congratulations Mike and 
welcome!

Digital Newspaper Project
 The project to digitize Kewanee newspapers is well 
underway with microfilm of Kewanee newspapers 
from the 1850s to 1954 now available online through 
the Kewanee Public Library’s website.
 The effort began last October when members of 
the Kewanee Historical Society and Henry County 
Genealogical Society along with supporters of the 
library were asked to donate to the project.
 Members of the historical society responded 
very generously; approximately 70 members made 
donations.  Combined with funds from the genealogy 
society and the library that has gotten newspapers 
digitized to the year 1954.
 As funds continue to be raised in the future, 
newspapers beyond 1954 will be scanned and made 
searchable.
 To access the website go to kewaneelibrary.org.  
Then scroll down the left side of the home page to 
the article entitled “Access To Digital Newspapers.” 
Click on the title and you are at the digital newspaper 
website.  Happy hunting!

Mike DeWalt is shown with the $10,000 check awarded to the his-
torical society by Caterpillar in honor of his recent retirement.  Also 
pictured, from the left, are society officers Marci Carlson, secretary, 
Sue Busenbark, treasurer and Larry Lock, president.  Unable to at-
tend due to work was Steve Moon, vice president.  (Photo courtesy 
of Dave Clarke and Star Courier)

Abner Little Log Cabin
 The log cabin constructed 180 years ago during the 
Wethersfield Colony’s first full year of settlement has 
been restored and will be dedicated sometime before 
the end of the year, according to Mark Mikenas, 
chairman of the Kewanee Preservation Society.
 Constructed by Abner Little in 1837, the preserved 
cabin has been restored with seed funds provided 
by Louis Little, great-grandson of Abner and Nancy 
Tenney Little, to the Kewanee Preservation Society.
 Besides Mikenas, the preservation society board 
includes LeeAnn Bailleu and Steve Moon, all three 
Kewanee Historical Society members.
 Abner Little and his wife Nancy Tenney Little and 
their entire family were among the “Pioneers of ‘37” 
who started the village of Wethersfield.  
 To find out more about the Preservation Society and 
see pictures of the cabin go to the facebook page 
www.facebook.com/preservekewanee/

Michael  DeWalt 
& CAT Give Big



What’s Happening...
 
We continue to be open on Thursdays and 
Saturdays.  Thursday is from 1 to 4 while Saturday 
is from 11 to 2.  Pat and Larry Lock cover Thursday 
afternoons and other board members and volunteers 
alternate on Saturdays.
 As usual we will be open for extended hours 
during Hog Days—10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday of Labor Day weekend.  This 
is easily the time for the greatest attendance at the 
museum—in 2016 we had approximately 150 visitors.
 We will also have extra hours this season during 
the Prairie Chicken Festival.  We will open 1 to 4 on 
Friday, July 14 and 11 to 4 on Saturday, the 15th.  In 
2016 the festival brought 85 visitors to the museum.  
The festival will feature chalk art drawing, a car 
show, art and craft fair and mural tours.  For more 
info see www.downtownkewanee.com and www.
facebook.com/kewneechalkart.  
 Since the last newsletter we have had visitors 
from 19 states and D.C. and two foreign countries--
United Kingdom and Germany.  Besides Illinois the 
state with the most visitors was Iowa with 7 while 5 
came all the way from California.
 Maintaining and improving our building is an 
ongoing process.  A major maintenance project in 
2016 was painting the south exterior wall, the cost 
of which was increased by having to rent a lift and 
covering the two murals to avoid paint splatter.  
Several improvments were made inside the building 
by society member Jim Themanson, who donated 
his expertise and time. 
 Thanks to local concerns that made in-kind 
contributions to the society: B&B Printing, Ed’s 
Heating and Plumbing, Jerry Lippens ABC Signs 
(new sign for front of building), Network Business 
Systems of Geneseo (our internet provider), Mark 
Tudder (trash pickup),  Mark Dana (welding repair 
to fire escape), Kewanee Star Courier and WKEI.
 Liz Bral, KHS grad and St. Ambrose College 
student, is volunteering at the museum for the second 
summer as part of the Americorps program. 
 Larry Lock continues to do power-point 
programs.  The past year he has done programs 
for residents of Courtyard Village and Courtyard 
Estates, Central School summer school students and 

Faith Lutheran Women.  Programs available include 
Kewanee Authors, Churches, Lincoln in Kewanee, 
the Civil War’s 124th Regiment, Kewanee Streetcars, 
Walworth and Its Predecessors, Parks, the Founding 
of Wethersfield and Kewanee and Kewanee 100 Years 
Ago.  Any group wanting a program is welcome to 
contact Larry at 853-4572.
 Groups are always welcome to schedule a visit 
to the museum.  This past year we had visits from 
ABCD grade school students, PEO and 30 members 
of a car club from northeast Illinois. 
 Requests for research are welcome.  We get 
them in person, by phone, by mail and more often 
these days by email.  People anywhere in the world 
can find us by “googling” Kewanee or Kewanee 
history.  Our website, www.kewaneehistory.com, is 
provided by Rob Bailleu of B&B Printing and is 
administered by Hayden Baldwin, KHS grad who 
now lives in Arkansas.
 Check out our website.  It contains a variety 
of interesting items, including images inside the 
museum and pictures of the Walldog murals, both 
by Hayden, captioned pictures of Windmont and 
Northeast Parks, past newsletters, and articles on the 
history of Kewanee, Western Tube Co., Kewanee 
Boiler, Billy Sunday’s 38-day revival in Kewanee, 
Civil War General John Howe, 19th century artist 
Junius Sloan, and more.

SMILE if you’re 
on AMAZON

 Thanks to an alert from society member Michael 
Fischer of Mill Valley, CA, whose family roots in 
Kewanee go back to the 1870s, Kewanee Historical 
Society is now registered with AmazonSmile.
 AmazonSmile is a program where Amazon donates 
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the 
charitable organization selected by the customer.
 To participate, you start your shopping by going 
to http://smile.amazon.com.  You will be asked to 
enter your email address and Amazon password 
before choosing a charitable organization.  Please 
select “Kewanee Historical Society”….and of course 
buy lots.



New Old Stuff
 One of the most interesting of the many 
donations from over 40 individuals since last 
June is the recent gift of transcriptions and 
photocopies of letters written home during World 
War II by a 1938  graduate of Kewanee High 
School.
 The letters, mostly addressed to his mother, 
were written by Captain William Mumford, 
who left Kewanee shortly after the war and lived 
in Oregon most of his life where he practiced law 
and accounting.  He died in 2015 at age 94.
 William’s son Michael has copied and 
transcribed the letters and has made them 
available to the museum.  The letters are very 
interesting because they contain much more than 
the ordinary how’s the weather and the food.  
William makes it clear that “war is hell.”  
 Capt. Mumford’s communications cover the 
Battle of the Bulge in early 1945, the following 
months fighting into Germany, Nazi surrender in 
May and the occupation of Germany, including 
William’s presence at Nuremburg during the war 
crimes trials of Nazi leaders.
 Continuing with the military service theme, 
we received from Colonel Duane Lempke (USA, 
retired), KHS 1957 grad, a copy of his latest 
photographic masterpiece, “Remembrance: a 
journey through the Pentagon Memorial.”  Go 
to www.tribute4foundation.com to learn about 
Duane’s distinguished military and photography 
careers, his other books and how to acquire them.
 Some other items, but certainly not all, that 
show the wide range of donations include the 
following with the donors names in parenthesis:
 The February 25, 1863 edition of the Henry 
County Dial newspaper (Mark and Sue Bowen);
 An  original 1893 atlas of Henry County 
(Marci Churling);
 Wedding dress worn by Bertha Wilsey in 
1906, the grandmother of Sharon Tilden, who also 
donated a case to display the dress and Sharon, 
who volunteers at the museum, also designed 
and quilted an attractive, patriotic cover for our 
Vietnam War display table;
 A spinalator used in the medical/chiropractic 
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practice of Dr. William Odey in Kewanee from 
1939 to 1992 (Tim Odey, his son);
 Programs of balls and parties sponsored by 
the Catholic Order of Foresters of Kewanee in 
1903 to 1906 (Jean Berlinski); 
 Photo albums of Windmont Park Christmas 
light displays from 1989 to 2014 (Brent and Jo 
Huffman);
 Souvenir yardstick from the 1941 National 
Cornhusking Contest, the last of its kind because 
of World War II and the onset of corn picking 
machinery, held near Tonica, Illinois (Fred 
Spangler, whose father attended the contest);
 Films of Wethersfield Flying Geese football 
and basketball games of the 1950s and ‘60s, 
including four games from 1962-63 that have 
been converted to DVDs (Carrie Hodge Winter, 
daughter of the late Denny Hodge who played 
on teams in early 1960s and later was on the 
Wethersfield  school board).  


