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Our annual newsletter is a bit late again this year, 
but to be sure we are still here, keeping busy  and 
ready to make our annual appeal for financial 
assistance.

This year as in past years we are asking  you, one of 
the 350 on our membership list, to make a donation to 
help with the expenses of maintaining your museum.

Last year’s “Annual Fundraiser” was a great success 
thanks to the generosity of many of the lifetime 
members of the Kewanee Historical Society.  We 
received over $9,000  thanks to contributions from 
nearly 70  members.  That is a great help in meeting 
our annual expenses of approximately $12,000.

Extraordinary gifts since the 2015 newsletter came 
from the following:  $2,000 from Michael DeWalt and 
matching $2,000  by Caterpillar; $1,500 triple match by 
Illinois Tool Works for $500 from anonymous donor; 
$1,000 from anonymous donor; $500-999--Michael 
Fischer and Jane Rogers, Charles Gray, Paul and 
Janice Rist and Henry County Independent Insurance 
Agents; $200-499--Douglas and Joy Bloom, Bill and 
LaJean Breedlove, Richard and Margaret DeSpain, 
James Golby, William McKee III, William J. Rose, 
John VanDyke, and Kewanee Rotary Club.

Donations of $100 to 199 from the following:  Jeff Arch, 
David and Sara  Boswell, Marvin and Lola Charlet, 
Marilyn Cosner, Patricia Damron, Patricia Friese, 
Good’s Furniture, Dan and Sarah Hood, Doris Hunter, 
Norman and Connie Johnson, Michael D. Kirley, David 
Koehler, Milan and Pearl Layman, Bernadine Mack, 
Matt and Mary Michalik, James Ratcliffe III, Rachael 
Truninger, Marie VanWassenhove, Ted Vlahos, Tamara 
Weir, Jim Weston. 

A most extraordinary gift came from the Caterpillar 
Foundation in the amount of $5,000.  It was arranged 

by Michael DeWalt in connection with a donation to 
the Caterpillar Political Action Committee.  The money  
has been used to install central air conditioning to the 
upstairs, which will help maintain military uniforms 
and other clothing and make summer visits more 
comfortable, especially at the often very warm Labor 
Day (Hog Days) weekend.

And finally those gifts not recognized above are 
certainly just as much appreciated.  Thank you to 
all.

This is our only special fundraising event each year.   
Please support it if you can and send your check 
to Kewanee Historical Society, 211 N. Chestnut St., 
Kewanee, IL 61443.

We are still looking for volunteers.  If you can help 
for just a couple hours a week or even a month, let us 
know.  Please call President Larry Lock at 853-4572 
or contact any of the board members whose names are 
listed in this newsletter.
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The board members decided last December to 
honor Joan Richards Herrick for her 40 years in 
the Kewanee Historical Society.

Accordingly, they surprised her at the April board 
meeting with a plaque “in appreciation of her 40 
years of membership, service and leadership in 
the Kewanee Historical Society.”  Adding to the 
surprise was the attendance of family members 
for the presentation.

Joan was further honored with an open house at 
the museum on Saturday, May 7 that was attend-
ed by about 70 persons.  It was also opening day 
for the 2016 season of the museum.

Joan was one of 14 persons who organized the 
Kewanee Historical Society at a December 1976 
meeting.  She was elected to the board of direc-
tors while her father Bob Richards, who initiated 
the meeting,  was elected president. 

Through the years Joan has remained on the 
board of directors and for about 20 years served 
as secretary, giving up that position in 2012.  

In making the award, President Larry Lock said 
that he knows Joan is especially proud of helping 
to build and arrange  four rooms upstairs in the 
museum furnished like a home from 100 years 
ago.

It is believed, Lock said, that Joan is the only per-
son living of the “original 14.”  For sure, he said, 
she is the only one who has been active in the or-
ganization for the past 40 years.

Joan Herrick Honored

The Abner Little log cabin that has survived since it was 
constructed in 1837 was disassembled last November for 
restoration and is nearly completed.

The restored cabin is being replaced on its original site on 
the property of Abner’s great-grandson Louis Little, who 
several years ago moved to Florida.  

Mr. Little has donated the cabin, use of land, and resto-
ration funding to the Kewanee Preservation Society for the 
purpose of preserving a valuable piece of Wethersfield/Ke-
wanee history.

The KPS was formed as a 501(c)3 for the purpose of pre-
serving historic sites and buildings in Kewanee.   The so-
ciety’s board includes Mark Mikenas, LeeAnn Bailleu, and 
Steve Moon.  All three are members of our society and 
Steve is our vice president.

Abner Little and his wife Nancy Tenney Little and their en-
tire family were among the “Pioneers of ‘37” who started 
the village of Wethersfield.  Mrs. Little was the sister of Rev. 
Caleb Jewett Tenney who organized the Connecticut Asso-
ciation in Wethersfield, Connecticut, that sent representa-
tives to Illinois in late 1836 to purchase land for the “colony 
of Wethersfield, Illinois.”

As the eldest member of the founders of 1837, Abner was 
given first choice of 160 acres and he chose the site just 
south of South Street where the cabin will remain.  Abner 
and Nancy’s sons became prominent members of the vil-
lage.  One son, Henry, would become one of the founders 
of Kewanee in 1854.

One of the other sons, Rodney Augustus, is Louis’ grandfa-
ther while Louis’ father is Charles Tenney Little.

Photo above is of rebuild taking place June 17, 2016 courtesy of KPS

Little Cabin Restoration

photo courtesy of Star Courier



What’s Happening...
 We continue to be open on Thursdays and Saturdays.  
Thursday is from 1 to 4 while Saturday is from 11 to 2.  
Pat and Larry Lock cover Thursday afternoons and  board 
members alternate on Saturdays.

As usual we will be open for extended hours during 
Hog Days—10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday of Labor Day weekend.  This is easily the time 
for the greatest attendance at the museum—in 2015 we 
had approximately 150 visitors, including KHS graduate 
Joe Remick, who visits the museum most  Hog Days, all 
the way from Vienna, Austria.

We will also have extra hours this season during the second 
edition of Prairie Chicken Festival .  We will open 1 to 4 
on Friday, July 15 and 11 to 4 on Saturday, the 16th.  The 
festival will feature chalk art drawing, a car show and flea 
market.  For more info see www.downtownkewanee.com 
and www.facebook.com/kewneechalkart.

We have many interesting visitors throughout the year 
from all over the country and even world, many of 
whom are former Kewaneeans.  Most notable were two 
young persons from Belgium who are working on a 
documentary on Belgians in America and a family from 
Sweden who were interested in seeing where ancestors 
lived and worked in Kewanee in the early 1900s. 

We also had visitors from China and 23 states, ranging 
from Washington on the west coast to Florida on the east.  
Florida was the leader with 8 visitors.

Maintaining and improving our building is an ongoing 
process.  Fortunately we incurred no major problems in 
2015, but we did acquire the services of handyman Jim 
Themanson who donated his expertise to make several 
repairs/improvements. 

The stuccoed, 50-foot high south wall of the museum 
that contains our two murals  is an ongoing problem.  In 
May of this year Kent Vigor did some major patching 
on the wall.  While we paid for a man-lift and materials, 
Kent donated his labor, which he has done for previous 
repairs.  Fortunately the areas of the murals show no 
problems; the needed patching is mainly down low and 
up high.

 Thanks to local concerns that made in-kind contributions 
to the society:  B&B Printing, Ed’s Heating and 
Plumbing, Jerry Lippens ABC Signs (new sign for front 
of building) Network Business Systems of Geneseo (our 

internet provider), Ted Canellos (cleaned several military 
uniforms at Peoples Cleaners), Mark Tudder (trash 
pickup) and  Mark Dana (welding repair to fire escape).

As noted elsewhere a major improvement to the museum is 
the addition of central air conditioning to the upstairs.  The 
$5,000 and $2,000 gifts from Caterpillar Foundation, 
arranged by Michael DeWalt, Kewanee High School 
graduate and a Caterpillar vice president, were more than 
enough to cover the cost. 

In 2015 Rachel Wentworth helped at the museum and 
she is doing the same this summer along with Liz Bral.  
Both are college students who are part of the Americorps 
program administered in Kewanee by Etta LaFlora.

The book that we mentioned in the 2015 newsletter has been 
published.  Larry Carli’s “The Illinois Thunderbolt” is 
available on Amazon and Barnes and Noble websites.  We 
provided pictures and information used in the biography 
of Billy Papke, boxing champion who lived in Kewanee 
from 1907 to 1918.  Check it out; the book is well done 
and very interesting.

Larry Lock continues to do power-point programs.  The 
past year he has done programs for residents of Courtyard 
Village and Courtyard Estates, Kiwanis, Rotary, Kewanee 
Church Fellowship, summer classes at Central Junior 
High, junior English classes at Kewanee High School.  
Larry also did two programs at the museum on 
Saturday mornings on Historical Pictures and Kewanee 
Parks.

Programs available include Kewanee Authors, Churches, 
Lincoln in Kewanee, the Civil War’s 124th Regiment, 
Kewanee Streetcars, Walworth and Its Predecessors, 
Parks, the Founding of Wethersfield and Kewanee and 
Kewanee 100 Years Ago.  Any group wanting a program 
is welcome to contact Larry at 853-4572.

Groups are always welcome to schedule a visit to the 
museum.  This past year we had visits from ABCD grade 
school students, Cub Scouts, Kewanee Woman’s Club 
and Kewanee High Class of 1965. 

Requests for research are welcome.  We get them in 
person, by phone, by mail and more often these days 
by email.  People anywhere in the world can find us by 
“googling” Kewanee or Kewanee history.  Our website, 
www.kewaneehistory.com., is provided by Rob Bailleu of 
B&B Printing and is administered by Hayden Baldwin, 
native Kewaneean who now lives in Arkansas.

Check out our website.  It contains a variety of interesting 
items, including images inside the museum and pictures of 
the Walldog murals, both  by Hayden, captioned pictures 



NEw OLD StUFF
We continue to receive many artifact and 
document donations.  Since the last newsletter 
35 persons have made such donations. Following 
is a sampling.

Book dedicated to Edwin Peterson and the 
company he founded, Martin Engineering of 
Neponset (originated in Kewanee) was donated 
by Chuck Fleming.  Mr. Peterson was also a 
Kewanee city council member and mayor from 
1950-1951.  Our own Charlie Gray (super 
internet researcher) is recognized in the book for 
his career at Martin Engineering. 

Also, with donor in parenthesis:  three large 
framed pictures of Hyster, later Compaction 
America (Cindy Looney); Kodak Hawkeye 
camera from 1920s sold by Krieg Jewelry and 
Optical (Larry Marshall of San Diego, CA); 
scrapbooks of St. Francis Hospital memorabilia 
(Elizabeth “Wink” Barry); 10 ledger books kept 
by Miles and Minnick grocery store in late 
1800s (came from Little log cabin);

Multiple copies of “Walworth News” in 1957-58 
that belonged to Dean Snider (Marylee Bickhaus, 
his daughter); copies of the “K”, Kewanee H.S. 
newspaper from 1937-38 (William Mumford of 
Eugene, OR); Kewanee Black Knights Drum 
and Bugle Corps field director’s uniform worn 
by Milo Sturm in early 1950s (Virginia Sturm 
Wise, his sister) and game statistics books 
used by Rocky Stuffelbeam of the Star Courier 
in covering Wethersfield H.S. football and 
basketball from 1972 to 2016.

Please keep us in mind if you have Kewanee 
memorabilia you would like to donate.  If you 
have interesting old photos that you do not 
want to part with, they can be scanned and 
emailed to us.

Kewanee Historical Society

Open May 1 - Oct. 1 
Thursdays • 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Saturdays • 11:00am - 2:00pm

or by Appointment call:
309-853-4572 • 309-853-8605

211 N. Chestnut St. • Kewanee, IL 61443
309-854-9701

www.kewaneehistory.com
kewaneehistory@kewanee.com

Where Am I? Answer

Officers of the Kewanee Historical Society ~
Larry Lock, Pres. Steve Moon, Vice Pres.
Marci Carlson, Sec. Sue Busenbark, Treas.

Directors of the Kewanee Historical Society ~
Jeff Arch, Arvin and Rosalind Battersby, Joan 
Herrick, Pat Lock, William McKee, Shirley Sumbles

of Windmont and Northeast Parks, past newsletters, 
and articles on the history of Kewanee, Western 
Tube Co., Kewanee Boiler, Billy Sunday’s 38-day 
revival in Kewanee, Civil War General John Howe, 
19th century artist Junius Sloan, and more.

Abner Little cabin picture and the passage above 
about the cabin were printed in Sketches of Wethers-
field by Frank Craig published in 1925.  Mr. Craig’s 
hope for the cabin will continue to be reality thanks 
to Louis Little and the Kewanee Preservation Soci-
ety.  See article elsewhere in this newsletter.

Little Cabin 10/26/15


