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Our annual newsletter is a bit late this year, 
but to be sure we are still here and ready 
to make our annual appeal for financial 
assistance.
 This year as last year we are going to forego 
the bake sale but still ask you, one of the 350 on 
our membership list, to make a donation to help 
with the expenses of maintaining your museum.
 Last year’s “Annual Fundraiser Without a 
Bake Sale” was a great success thanks to the 
generosity of many of the lifetime members of 
the Kewanee Historical Society.  We received 
$8,500 thanks to contributions from 60 
members.  That is a great help in meeting our 
annual expenses of  $10,000 to $12,000.
 Extraordinary gifts since the 2014 
newsletter came from the following:  $1,000 
or more--Michael DeWalt and matching gift 
by Caterpillar, David Good, and an anonymous 
donor; $500-999--Dick and Bea Clark, 
Charles Gray, Henry County Independent 
Insurance Agents, and a matching gift by 
Illinois Tool Works for an anonymous donor; 
$250-499--Richard and Margaret DeSpain, 
Michael Fischer and Jane Rogers, James Golby, 
Robert and Jane Morse, James and Hildegunde 
Ratcliffe, and Ted Vlahos.
 We have long maintained a Century Board 
in the museum to recognize those who make 
donations of  $100 or more.  Besides those just 
mentioned, members who made donations of 
$100 to $249 include James Andrews, Jeff Arch, 
Bill and LaJean Breedlove, Robert and Barbara 
Briggs, Marvin and Lola Charlet, Marilyn 
Cosner, Patricia Damron, Phil and Mary Good, 
Doris Hunter, Michael Kirley, Milan and 
Pearl Layman, William McKee III, Phil Miler, 

William J. Rose, Rachael Truninger, and Marie 
VanWassenhove.   Special thanks to all who 
gave.
 Gifts totaling $750 were received recently 
from family members in honor of the 90th 
birthday of James Ratcliffe of Chicago, a 1942 
Kewanee High School graduate who for many 
years has made annual visits to the museum 
and donations.  A note from his son said “I 
know how much the Society and its work in 
preserving Kewanee’s history means to him.”
 Memorial gifts were also received for Walter 
and Frances Jackson, $500 from the family; 
and Garnet and Stella Butterwick, $100 from 
grandson John VanDyke. 
 This is our only special fundraising event 
each year.   Please support it if you can and 
send your check to Kewanee Historical 
Society, 211 N. Chestnut St., Kewanee, IL 
61443.
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Neville Brand Night
 The society participated in last summer’s Prairie 
Chicken Festival by hosting a Neville Brand Night at 
the Boss Community Center.  The main attraction of the 
festival was the creation of a mural on the north wall of 
Wanee Theatre by Walldog artists honoring Kewanee’s 
nationally-known movie star of the 1950s and ‘60s, but 
the “Night” at the Boss attended by over 100 proved to 
be a well-received addition to the festivities.
 Dave Clarke of the Star Courier emceed the event, 
society president Larry Lock reviewed Brand’s life in 
Kewanee, World War II record and movie career, but the 
highlight of the evening was comments by Mimi Ziegler 
of Oak Park , daughter of Neville’s sister Barbara Byrne 
of River Forest, and by Dan Hood of Toulon, son of 
Neville’s late sister Louise Hood Turngren, a life-long 
Kewanee resident.
 Mimi read heartfelt comments from her mother, who 
was unable to attend, and offered her own memories of 
Neville, while often imitating the movie star’s unique, 
gravelly voice.  She thanked all concerned for the event, 
saying “this is really moving; I know that my Uncle 
Nev would have gotten a big kick out of this.”
 We wish to thank those who helped:  Steve Martin 
of the Boss Community Center, Bruce Lang for video 
recording, Mark and Tom Goodwin for making a CD 
of the recording, Jerry Lippens, B&B Printing, Peoples 
Cleaners and the Star Courier and WKEI for publicity.

Outstanding Citizen for 2015
 The Ambassadors Club of the Chamber of 
Commerce recently brought recognition to the 
Kewanee Historical Society when it named 
society president Larry Lock its Outstanding 
Citizen for 2015.
 The announcement stated that after 
retirement (in 2000) Larry and Pat (his wife) 
helped Robert and Marcella Richards at the 
museum and eventually became curators of the 
museum that is named in honor of the Richards.
 Dan Kuffel (on left below), Ambassadors 
president, said “Lock’s passion for history and 
community service has really excelled in his 
work at the Kewanee Historical Society where 
he and Pat have volunteered countless hours 
behind the scenes cataloging and organizing the 
thousands of pieces of Kewanee memorabilia as 
well as doing research requested by people from 
all over the country trying to piece together 
information regarding Kewanee.”
 Larry and Pat came to Kewanee in 1968.  
He taught history and government for 32 years 
at Kewanee High School and Pat also retired in 
2000 after 20 years at Kewanee Public Library.
 The award included a recognition dinner 
held on May 5 at Damron’s Cafe.
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VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS NEEDED!!
The museum is still looking for volunteers.  
If you can help for just a couple hours a week 
or even a month, let us know.  Please call 
President Larry Lock at 853-4572 or contact 
any of the board members whose names are 
listed in this newsletter.



What’s Happening...
 We continue to be open on Thursdays and 
Saturdays but we have changed the hours 
somewhat.  Thursday is from 1 to 4 as usual while 
Saturday has been changed from 11 to 2.  Pat and 
Larry Lock cover Thursday afternoons and  board 
members alternate on Saturdays.  Also  helping on 
Saturdays and special events are Robert Richards Jr., 
Barbara and Marita Koller and Shawn McGill.
 Will Kelley, who has volunteered at the museum 
for several years, will be leaving us soon.  Will 
graduated in May from Kewanee High School and 
will leave at the end of June for the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, New York.  
Our loss is the country’s gain.  Good luck, Will! 
 As usual we will be open for extended hours 
during Hog Days—10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday of Labor Day weekend.  This 
is easily the time for the greatest attendance at the 
museum—in 2014 we had approximately 150 visitors, 
including KHS graduate Joe Remick of Vienna, 
Austria, who visits the museum most  Hog Days.
 We were also open extra during last year’s Prairie 
Chicken Festival that honored Neville Brand with 
a Walldog mural.  During those three days last July 
17-19 we had 40 visitors.
 We have many interesting visitors throughout the 
year from all over the country and even world, many 
of whom are former Kewaneeans.  Most notable 
was a party of five persons, not former Kewaneeans, 
that included a couple from Great Britain, a couple 
from St. Lucia and a man from Canada.  They were 
descendants of Cephas N. Whitney, founder of the 
Kewanee Courier in 1876 and his daughter Minnie.  
Cephas moved on after several years, but Minnie and 
her husband Theron Chesley, who became publisher 
of the Courier, remained and are buried in Kewanee.
 We also had visitors from Italy and 23 states, 
ranging from California and Washington on the west 
coast to Florida and New Jersey on the east.
 Maintaining and improving our building is an 
ongoing process.  Fortunately we incurred no major 
problems in 2014, but we did acquire the services 
of handyman Jim Themanson who took care of a 
number of minor problems.  
 Jim also volunteered to take on a major project--
the restoration of a deteriorated sign that once was on 
the Kewanee Machinery and Conveyor factory.  The 
sign consists of the letters “K e w a n e e” that were 

the logo on Machinery and Conveyor products.  It is 
30 feet in length and 3 feet high.  Besides repairing 
the sign, Jim repainted it according to tips from Jerry 
Lippens.  The sign was donated by Hayden Motley 
and will sometime this summer be attached to the 
north side of the museum.
 Thanks to local concerns that made in-kind 
contributions to the society:  B&B Printing, Ed’s 
Heating and Plumbing, Jerry Lippens ABC Signs, 
and Network Business Systems of Geneseo (our 
internet provider).
 Larry and Pat Lock assisted in the publication of 
the “Murals of Kewanee” by the Star Courier.  Larry 
and Pat  provided text for historical background on 
each of Kewanee’s  murals. The coffee-table type 
book is available from the Star Courier.
 Larry Lock continues to do power-point programs.  
The past year he has done programs for residents of 
Courtyard Village and Courtyard Estates, Rotary, 
Henry County Genealogical Society, summer classes 
at Central Junior High, and Fortnightly Reading 
Club.  Programs available include Kewanee Authors, 
Lincoln in Kewanee, the Civil War’s 124th Regiment, 
Kewanee Streetcars, Walworth and Its Predecessors, 
Kewanee Parks, the Founding of Kewanee, and 
Kewanee 100 Years Ago.  Any group wanting a 
program is welcome to contact Larry at 853-4572.
 Groups are always welcome to schedule a 
visit to the museum.  This past year we had visits 
from Boy Scout groups, students from ABCD after-
school program, the Annawan-Alba Women’s Club, 
Illinois Valley Antique Auto Club, and Bureau Valley 
Camping Club.
 Requests for research are welcome.  We get 
them in person, by phone, by mail and more often 
these days by email.  People anywhere in the world 
can find us by “googling” Kewanee or Kewanee 
history.  Our website, www.kewaneehistory.com., 
is provided by Rob Bailleu and is administered by 
Hayden Baldwin, native Kewaneean who now lives 
in Arkansas.
 Check out our website.  It contains a variety of 
interesting items, including images inside the museum 
and pictures of the Walldog murals, both  by Hayden, 
captioned pictures of Windmont and Northeast 
Parks, past newsletters, and articles on the history 
of Kewanee, Western Tube Co., Kewanee Boiler, 
Billy Sunday’s 38-day revival in Kewanee, Civil War 
General John Howe, 19th century artist Junius Sloan, 
and more.



New Old Stuff
 Over 50 individuals have donated artifacts 
and documents since our last newsletter.  The 
following are just some of those additions to the 
museum.
 The Neville Brand mural and related events 
led to a number of artifacts donated to the 
museum.  Most notable is a shirt worn by Neville 
in the TV series “Laredo.”  It was given to his 
late sister Louise Hood when she and her mother 
visited in Hollywood in 1966.  The shirt was 
donated by Dan Hood, Louise’s son and Neville’s 
nephew.
 Other items include an enlarged, signed 
photo of Neville donated by Neville’s sister 
Barbara Byrne of River Forest, an advertising 
poster for “Riot in Cellblock 11” donated by Andy 
Koehler, and a 2 foot by 8 foot sign depicting the 
Wanee Theatre marquee for “Riot in Cellblock 
11” created by Kewanee artist/sign painter Jerry 
Lippens for the Neville Brand Tribute.
 The closing of the Whiting Home for Elderly 
Women resulted in numerous items being donated 
by the Whiting Trust.  Included are four large 
family photos, a parlor chair manufactured in 
1874, two dining table chairs with brass name 
plates for Edward and Charlotte Whiting, personal 
items of the Whitings, family and Whiting Home 
records and other items.  Built in 1902 for the 
Whitings retirement, it became a home for elderly 
women in 1932.
 Among the many other items are an x-ray 
machine used at Kewanee Public Hospital in 
the 1930s, a pre-1903 watchmaker’s bench 
used originally at the Larson Jewelry Store, 
a bread dough scale used at the North Home 
Bakery, a barrel used for bootleg whiskey during 
Prohibition in the 1920s, more pictures of boxing 
legend Young Stuhley to add to the museum’s 
extensive collection and an impressive scrapbook 
of the 1947 Kewanee High School graduating 
class.

Please keep us in mind if you have Kewanee 
memorabilia you would like to donate.  If you 
have interesting old photos that you do not 
want to part with, they can be scanned and 
emailed to us.

Kewanee Historical Society
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Thursdays • 1:00pm - 4:00pm
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309-853-4572 • 309-853-8605

211 N. Chestnut St. • Kewanee, IL 61443
309-854-9701
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Who do we have here?
Answer

 Not many in Kewanee remember me, but the  
good looking guy behind the wheel is me, Billy 
Papke, middleweight champion of the world in 
1908, at least for three months. My boxing career 
was good enough to earn my induction into the 
International Boxing Hall of Fame in 2001.  I 
made a lot of money boxing and saved a lot, but I 
did indulge in one luxury, my 1910 Stutz roadster.  
Next to me is my brother Ed, who owned a cigar 
store at  209 West Second Street.  Born in 1886 
and raised in Spring Valley, I lived in Kewanee 
from 1907 to 1919 when I moved to California 
with  my wife and family.  I died in disgrace in 
1936 when I killed my divorced wife and then 
turned the gun of myself.  (For more about 
me visit the museum or wait for a book being 
written by a retired California policeman who is 
receiving research help from the museum.)
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