
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 
It’s that time again—for our annual newsletter and an 
appeal for financial assistance.  This year as last year we 
are going to forego the bake sale but still ask you, one of the 
350 on our membership list, to make a donation to help with 
the expenses of maintaining your museum.

Last year’s “Annual Fundraiser Without a Bake Sale” was a 
great success thanks to the generosity of many of the lifetime 
members of the Kewanee Historical Society.  We received 
$7,700 thanks to contributions from 60 members.  That is 
a great help in meeting our annual expenses of  $10,000 to 
$12,000.

Extraordinary gifts came from Ronelle Spiegel, $1,000;  
Henry County Independent Insurance Agents, $750; Hayden 
Baldwin, $500; Charles Gray, $500; Duane Lempke, $500; 
Michael Fischer and Jane Rogers, $250; James Golby, $250; 
William McKee III, $200; James and Hildegunde Ratcliffe, 
$200; Ted Vlahos, $200; Bill and LaJean Breedlove, $150; 
Michael D. Kirley, $150; William J. Rose, $150;  and $750 
from Illinois Tool Works, which does a triple match for an 
employee and society member who donated $250.  

We have long maintained a Century Board in the museum 
to recognize those who make donations of $100 or more.  
Besides those just mentioned, members who made $100 
donations include Jeff Arch, Robert and Barbara Briggs, 
Peter Caras, Marilyn Cosner, Patricia Damron, Greg and 
Ann Davis, Richard and Margaret DeSpain, Tom Dura, 
Doris Hunter, Norman and Connie Johnson, David Koehler, 
Bob and Jan McPheeters, Phil Miler, Robert and Jane 
Morse, Joe Nosal, Eric Olson, Peoples National Bank, John 
Spets, Rachael Truninger and Marie VanWassenhove.  And 
thanks to all who contributed. 

Memorial gifts were received for Mark Hepner, $510; 
Alma McLennan, $435; and Peter Rogula, $250.

This is our only special fundraising event each year.   
Please support it if you can and send your check to 
Kewanee Historical Society, 211 N. Chestnut St., 
Kewanee, IL 61443.

We are still “hurting” for volunteers.  If you can help for just 
a couple hours a week or even a month, let us know.  Please 
call President Larry Lock at 853-4572 or contact any of the 
board members whose names are listed in this newsletter.
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Mark R. Hepner Honored
The military section of the museum is now the “Mark 
R. Hepner Military Room.”  The designation was made 
official at a dedication ceremony following the May 10 
board meeting   attended by family and friends of the late 
Mark Hepner.

The board bestowed the honor in recognition of Mark’s 25 
years of service to the society, which included a year as 
president, two as treasurer, 25 as board member and Bob 
Richards’ “right-hand man” during the 1990s.

The military room was chosen for the recognition because in 
1992 Mark developed the room by building a partition wall 
and display tables and then organizing our many military 
artifacts.

An article in Dave Clarke’s “Around Town” in the Star 
Courier was an outstanding tribute to Mark and did a 
great deal to give recognition to Mark’s contribution to 
the historical society, to his town and to the students who 
benefited from Mark’s career as a teacher and administrator.

Jerry Lippens of ABC Signs designed, painted and donated 
the sign honoring Mark that was placed at the entrance of 
the military section.

Pictured above are Mark’s family outside the military room 
at the dedication. His parents, Bob & Norma Hepner and 
daughter, Linnea. In back are Dan Craig, Pastor of the 
Church of Peace (Mark’s family church), and Larry Lock, 
President and Curator of the Kewanee Historical Society. 
Mark’s wife, Annette, was absent due to illness.  Photo by 
Dave Clarke.



Kewanee History Mural Restored
Thanks to a major donation of $1,250  by David Good, 1961  KHS 
grad and retired history professor, the mural on the museum’s south 
wall depicting landmarks of Kewanee history was restored by 
Walldog artist Doug Haffner of Wyoming, Illinois and his assistant 
Shannon Ingles.  They  completed the restoration during the week 
before the Walldog event last summer.  

Created and painted by David Washburn in 1997, the mural had 
become seriously faded and needed help.  It once again looks as 
good as new.

Neville Brand Featured
in Mural No.16

A mural featuring Kewanee’s own movie star Neville Brand will 
become No. 16 in Kewanee’s  collection of murals painted by 
Walldogs.  The mural will painted on the north wall of the Wanee 
Theatre from July 16 to 19, Wednesday night to Saturday.

The Walldog project will be part of a number of activities during the 
four days being touted as the Prairie Chicken Festival.  Included will 
be the showing of Neville Brand movies at the Wanee free of charge.

One of the highlights will be a “Neville Brand Night” sponsored by 
the Kewanee Historical Society on Wednesday night from 6:30 to 8:30 
at the Boss Community Center.  The program will be emceed by Dave 
Clarke of the Star Courier.

The event will be patterned after the very successful “Young Stuhley 
Night” held two years ago that was the brainchild of society member 
Ed Strand of Portland, Oregon.  After introductory remarks by Dave, 
those in attendance will be asked to share their memories of Neville 
Brand, who after graduation from Kewanee High School in 1939 and 
service in World War II went on to become a movie star in the 1950s 
through 1970s. 

For more information on the 4-day event google “Kewanee Prairie 
Chicken Festival.” 

WALLDOGS 
WERE HERE

In mid July of 2013, 15 impressive murals 
depicting aspects of local history were added 
to downtown Kewanee.  The successful 
and popular event was accomplished by 
approximately 250 artists/sign painters and 
many local volunteers organized by Dennis and 
Dianne Packee.

The historical society played an important role 
in the project by providing scores of pictures 
that were used by the Walldogs to create the 
murals.

One of the murals, “the Great Kewanee Fire 
of 1942,” was painted on the south side of the 
museum.  The Walldog crew that did the work 
included four women from Canada, including 
the designer.

The murals were sponsored (funded) by various 
donors.  Those responsible for the Kewanee 
Fire were the families of the Lay brothers, 
Nelson, Doug and Corey.  They are the great-
great grandsons of Hiram Lay, co-founder of 
the department store where the fire began.  
Built in 1885 the store was the biggest and best 
in downtown Kewanee from 1885 to 1942.

Excellent pictures of the murals can be seen 
on our website:  kewaneehistory.com. On the 
front page under “Kewanee Historical Society 
Pages” click on “Kewanee Murals.”

The pictures were taken by and also placed 
on the website by Hayden Baldwin, society 
member who volunteers to administer our 
website.  Hayden is a 1966 graduate of 
Kewanee High School now living in Arkansas.  
Commentary on each mural is included, written 
by Larry Lock.

Where Am I?



What’s Happening...
 We continue to be open on Thursday and 
Saturday afternoons from 1:30 to 4:00.  Pat and 
Larry Lock cover Thursday afternoons and they 
and other board members alternate on Saturdays.  
Also  helping on Saturdays and special events are 
Robert Richards Jr., Arvin and Rosalind Battersby 
and Barbara and Marita Koller.

 As usual we will be open for extended hours 
during Hog Days—10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday of Labor Day weekend.  This 
is easily the time for the greatest attendance at 
the museum—in 2013 we had approximately 170 
visitors from 12 states and Austria.

 We were also open extra during last year’s 
Walldog event.  During those three days last July 
we had 130 visitors.

 We will also be open additional hours during the 
Prairie Chicken Festival  event--from 1:00 to 4:00 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, July 17-19.

 We have many interesting visitors throughout 
the year from all over the country, many of whom 
are former Kewaneeans.  On two occasions we 
even had guests from Sweden doing research on 
ancestors.

 We are losing another important volunteer 
member of our organization as board member 
Greg Davis and his wife Ann are moving to 
Springfield where they have a grandchild.  A retired 
Kewanee school teacher, Greg loves reading and 
talking history, including Kewanee’s, and was 
always willing to help with special projects.    

 Maintaining and improving our building is 
an ongoing process.  Fortunately we incurred no 
major problems in 2013, but did have the front of 
the building painted and the south wall patched in 
several places last summer.  This spring we did the 
usual minor repairs to the roof.

 We owe a special thank you to B&B Printing 
(Rob and LeeAnn Bailleu) and Heartfelt (Will and 
Sue Sagmoen) in connection with 1,000 booklets 
that were printed and sold during the Walldog event 
last summer.  Entitled “Behind the Bricks,” they 
contained historical background on each of the 
murals written by Larry Lock.  B&B printed them 
for very little and Heartfelt sold most of them.  We 

made about $800 for the society.

 Also, a special thank you to Dave Clarke and Mike 
Berry at the Star Courier for giving extra publicity to 
our events and activities.

 Thanks to local concerns that made in-kind 
contributions to the society:  B&B Printing, Ed’s 
Heating and Plumbing, Jerry Lippens ABC Signs, 
Breedlove Sporting Goods and Network Business 
Systems of Geneseo (our internet provider). 

 We will miss two student volunteers this summer. 
Maddie Breedlove just graduated from KHS and is 
working in Florida this summer before enrolling at the 
University of Missouri. Will Kelley, a KHS senior-to-
be is busy with two summer camps and two jobs before 
leaving this fall for an AFS program in France.

 Larry Lock continues to do power-point programs.  
He did 10 the past year, most of them on Historical 
Background on the Walldog Murals.  Other programs 
available include Kewanee Streetcars, Walworth and 
Its Predecessors, Kewanee Parks, Kewanee Scenes in 
Late 1800s, the Founding of Kewanee and A Look at 
Kewanee 100 Years Ago.   The last one will be given 
on July 28 at 1:30 at the Kewanee Public Library for 
the Henry County Genealogical Society.  Any group 
wanting a program is welcome to contact Larry at 
853-4572.

 Groups are always welcome to schedule a visit 
to the museum.  This past year we had visits from 
Baptist Church Cub Scouts, Henry County Historical 
Society volunteers and Delta Kappa Gamma teachers’ 
sorority.

 Requests for research are welcome.  We get them 
in person, by phone, by mail and more often these days 
by email.  People anywhere in the world can find us by 
“googling” Kewanee or Kewanee history.  And they 
have in increasing numbers.  Our website, which is 
provided by Rob Bailleu, is www.kewaneehistory.
com.  It is administered by Hayden Baldwin, native 
Kewaneean who now lives in Arkansas.

Officers of the Kewanee Historical Society ~
Larry Lock, Pres.  Steve Moon, Vice Pres.
Marci Carlson, Sec. William McKee, Treas.

Directors of the Kewanee Historical Society ~
Jeff Arch, Lee Ann Bailleu, Joan Herrick, Pat Lock

http://www.kewaneehistory.com/
http://www.kewaneehistory.com/


New Old Stuff
We have received artifact and document donations 
from 55 different individuals since our last newsletter.   
The museum is full, but we can always make room 
for more.  We can’t mention all of the donations; the 
following are just some of the donated items.

The First Congregational Church of Kewanee 
donated its extensive collection of historical 
documents, including church records of meetings 
dating back to 1855, the organizational resolution 
(constitution) when the church was founded in 
Wethersfield in the late 1830s, pictures of several 
founding members, church directories, anniversary 
booklets and slides on the history of the church and 
Wethersfield and Kewanee done by the late Jerry 
Sarff for the church’s 125th anniversary.

Two donations are the computer handiwork of Larry 
Flannery of Kewanee.  He converted to CDs slides of 
Kewanee businesses produced in the mid 1970s by 
Kewanee High School students and negatives from 
the Star Courier of the 1954 Centennial celebration 
in Kewanee.

Mary Puskar Lossiah of Cherokee, N.C., formerly of 
Kewanee, donated an 1893 City Directory, which 
gives us three from the 1800s.  The others are 1876 
and 1898.

Two old business ledger books were added to our 
collection, one donated by Nancy Waller Nadler of 
Chicago of the Boss Mfg. Co. for 1900, the other by 
Lou Little of the Miles and Minnick Grocery Store 
for 1887.  Mr. Little also donated a Peters Pump 
handle from the Little property on South Street.

Two impressive paintings of local interest were 
donated by the artists, one of the old Kewanee depot 
by Mark Robinson of Aurora, the other of the VFW 
hall when it was the Highland Grocery Store in the 
1920s by John Finin of Kewanee.

Newspaper articles and pictures from 1950 to 2003 of 
Kewanee Boiler that were collected by the late Lois 
Spiegel, longtime Boiler employee, were donated by 
Carol Nyert of Kewanee.

Mrs. Jack Anderson of Kewanee, before moving to 
Texas, gave a variety of items pertaining to Walworth 
that were collected by her late husband and his father, 
both longtime Walworth employees.  Included are a 
1907 issue of an employee-produced newsletter called 
“The Tube News” and similar newsletters called the 
Walworth Craftsman from the 1920s and 30s. 

Finally, Dan Bennett of Kewanee donated a 17 by 
23 inch framed poster displaying a biography and 
military record of Neville Brand, the subject of 
Kewanee’s16th downtown mural.

Please keep us in mind if you have Kewanee 
memorabilia you would like to donate.  If you have 
interesting old photos that you do not want to part 
with, they can be scanned and emailed to us.  Also, 
we have a laptop computer and portable scanner 
and can come to you to scan pictures. 

Kewanee Historical Society

Open Thurs. & Sat.
May 1 - Oct. 1 • 1:30pm - 4:00pm

or by Appointment call:
309-853-4572 • 309-853-8605

211 N. Chestnut St. • Kewanee, IL 61443
309-854-9701

www.kewaneehistory.com
kewaneehistory@kewanee.com

Where Are You? Answer
An easy one for sure, you are on Main Street in 
1954 looking at the Wanee Theatre where as the 
marquee shows Kewanee’s own Neville Brand is 
starring in “Riot in Cell Block II,” one of his most 
highly acclaimed roles.   If you saw “Riot” at the 
Wanee in 1954, let us know.  We will mention it at 
“Neville Brand Night” on July 16.  Better yet, come 
in person and tell us.


