Historical Happenings
Newsletter of the Kewanee Historical Society

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
It’s that time again—for our annual newsletter and an
appeal for financial assistance. This year, as in year’s
past, we are going to forego the bake sale but still ask you,
one of the 350 on our membership list, to make a donation
to help with the expenses of maintaining your museum.

Summer 2013

Board Members Will Be Missed
The Kewanee Historical Society lost three
valuable Board members who died in
the past year—Alma McLennan, Dave
VanNieuwenhuyse and Mark Hepner.

Last year’s “Annual Fundraiser Without a Bake Sale” was
a great success thanks to the generosity of many of the
lifetime members of the Kewanee Historical Society. We
received $7,500 thanks to contributions from 70 members.
That is a great help in meeting our annual expenses of about
$10,000.

Alma died at the age of 96 and had been an
active member since the beginning of the
museum in 1977 until a few years ago when her
disabilities required her moving to Missouri to
live with a daughter.

Extraordinary gifts came from Henry County Independent
Insurance Agents, $750; Hayden Baldwin, $500; Charles
Gray, $500; Michael Fischer and Jane Rogers, $250; Good’s
Furniture (Phil and Mary Good), $250; John Spets, $200;
Edward Strand, $200; and $750 from Illinois Tool Works,
which does a triple match for an employee and society
member who donated $250.

Dave, who died at age 63, was an active Board
member since 2005 after retiring as the art
teacher at Central Junior High School. As a
Kewanee native and former coach, he had a
keen interest in local history, especially sports.
His knowledge of carpentry was helpful in
several building improvements.

We have long maintained a Century Board in the museum
to recognize those who make donations of $100 or more.
Besides those just mentioned, members who made donations
that warrant recognition on the Century Board include Bill
and LaJean Breedlove, Richard and Margaret DeSpain,
James Golby, Doris Hunter, Michael Kirley, David Koehler,
Bernadine Mack, William McKee III, Robert and Jane
Morse, John and Betty Oliver, William Rose, Dan Rux,
Rachael Truninger, Marie VanWassenhove, and Ted Vlahos.
And thanks to all who contributed.

Mark, only 55 when he died this past April,
had been a Board member since 1990. In the
‘90s he organized the military area upstairs
and initiated the annual publication of our
newsletter. When Bob Richards decided
he could no longer serve as President, Mark
was elected to that office in 2001. He served
one year and then one year as treasurer, but
increased responsibilities at Washington
Junior High School in Rock Island (eventually
becoming principal), forced him to decline
offices while remaining on the Board.

This is our only special fundraising event each year.
Please support it if you can and send your check to
Kewanee Historical Society, 211 N. Chestnut St.,
Kewanee, IL 61443.
We are still “hurting” for volunteers. If you can help for just
a couple hours a week or even a month, let us know. Please
call President Larry Lock at 853-4572 or contact any of the
board members whose names are listed in this newsletter.

Officers of the Kewanee Historical Society ~
Larry Lock, Pres.		
Marci Carlson, Sec.

Steve Moon, Vice Pres.
William McKee, Treas.

Directors of the Kewanee Historical Society ~

Jeff Arch, Lee Ann Bailleu, Greg Davis, Joan Herrick, Pat Lock

BEFORE—The Great Kewanee Fire
of 1942, the subject of a mural to
be painted on the south side of the
museum, began here. Photo was
taken in 1923, one year before store
was sold to a St. Louis company and
became Kewanee Dry Goods. Built
in 1885 and located midway on the
east side of the 100 block of North
Tremont, the store for most of its
life was known as Lay and Lyman
(Hiram Lay and William Lyman, coowners). By 1923 the Lays (Frank
and Henry, sons of Hiram) had sold
their interests to William Lyman.

Walldogs Almost Here!
In our 2012 newsletter we reported “Walldogs Are Coming.” It is now June, 2013
and they are almost here.
From July 10 to 14 over 200 sign-painter/artists will be in Kewanee from all over
the country to volunteer their talents in painting 15 murals. Within 3 to 4 days
they will paint the walls of 15 downtown businesses with pictures of historic
interest, under the auspices of an organization based in Pontiac, Illinois known as
the Walldogs. They paint one town each summer and Kewanee will be their 20th.
Larry and Pat Lock met with a local committee to provide scans of numerous
pictures for ideas for mural topics. The committee narrowed the many possibilities
to 25 tentative topics. Walldog officials then chose 15 that they thought could
best be accomplished.
The overall project has been headed by Dennis and Dianne Packee. They have
been assisted by various committees of volunteers. For much more information,
including pictures of the projected murals, simply visit the website www.kewaneewalldogs.com.
When you visit the website, you will discover that one of the murals will be on the south side of our building. The theme
will be “the Great Kewanee Fire of 1942.”

AFTER—This view of the fire’s
devastation is from the northwest
corner of Tremont and Second. The
wall in front of the church on the
right is the south wall of Kewanee
Dry Goods, where the fire began. On
the southeast corner of Tremont and
Second is the remains of the Leader
Store. The fire “jumped” across
Tremont to the west destroying much
of that side of the block and then raged
west on the south side of Second
Street, being brought under control
before reaching the Hotel Kewanee.

What’s Happening...
We continue to be open on Thursday and Saturday
afternoons from 1:30 to 4:00. Pat and Larry Lock cover
Thursday afternoons and they and other board members
alternate on Saturdays. Some new volunteers will be
helping on Saturdays and special events: Arvin and Roz
Battersby and Barbara and Marita Koller. We certainly
welcome their help.
As usual we will be open for extended hours during
Hog Days—10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Sunday and
Monday of Labor Day weekend. This is easily the time
for the greatest attendance at the museum—in 2012 we
had approximately 180 visitors.
We will also be open additional hours during the Kewanee
Walldogs event: 1 to 5 on Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
July 11-13. We also were open on Saturday morning, May
11, for Kewanee’s first participation in National Train
Day. About 50 people visited that morning to see our old
Kewanee depot and train display and more.
Maintaining and improving our building is an ongoing
process. Fortunately we incurred no major problems
in 2012. This spring we did the usual minor repairs to
the roof and had some painting done to the front of the
building, but more is needed when we decide what to do
about the brick part that will not hold paint.
Thanks to local concerns that continue to make in-kind
contributions to the society: B&B Printing, Ed’s Heating
and Plumbing, Jerry Lippens ABC Signs and Network
Business Systems of Geneseo (internet provider).
Also, special thanks to following for donating their
expertise: Kent Vigor for cement patching on the
exterior south wall, Ron Van Daele for rehabilitating an
early 1900’s typewriter that now works again, and Jim
Themanson for installing the “military heroes” sign that
was removed from Veterans’ Park.
Two very capable high school students will be helping
this summer, working on displays and doing clerical work.
They are Maddie Breedlove, a Kewanee High School
senior who also volunteered last summer, and Will Kelley,
a KHS junior who also helped at the museum several
years ago.
Larry Lock continues to do power-point programs. Since
last spring he has done programs for St. Mary Altar
Society, a Kewanee High School class, Henry County
Genealogical Society, Henry-Stark Retired Teachers,
Daughters of the American Revolution, Fortnightly Club
and Methodist Church ladies group.
Larry also provided pictures and information and spoke

at the Young Stuhley Tribute conducted on June 1 at
the Boss Community Center by Ed Strand of Portland,
Oregon. The 1947 Wethersfield High School grad simply
decided Hayden Stuhlsatz, 1930s outstanding boxer,
deserved such an honor and he carried it off with about 70
people in attendance.
Programs available include Kewanee Streetcars, Walworth
and Its Predecessors, Kewanee Parks, Kewanee Scenes
in Late 1800s, the Founding of Kewanee and Historical
Background on Walldog Mural Themes.
Any group
wanting a program is welcome to contact Larry at 8534572.
Groups are always welcome to schedule a visit to the
museum. This past year we had visits from several Girl
Scout and Boy Scout groups, Central School summer
classes, ABCD after school program, a Galva sorority,
SMART (retired military who travel) and KHS Class of
1967. Class members were especially interested in the
go-go cages and murals upstairs that were part of the teen
center there in the mid ‘60s. Several were art students
who helped paint the murals and found their names still on
the wall where they painted them.
Requests for research are welcome. We get them in
person, by phone, by mail and more often these days
by email. People anywhere in the world can find us by
“googling” Kewanee or Kewanee history. And they have
in increasing numbers. Each year there have been greater
numbers of requests for information. Our website, which
is provided by Rob Bailleu, is www.kewaneehistory.
com.
And special thanks to Hayden Baldwin, Kewaneean
who now lives in Arkansas, for administrating the
website. He has added a great deal to the website
during the past year.
We have purchased another 50 copies of “Streetcars in
Kewanee and Galva,” since we sold-out the 350 that
were printed in 2009. Written by the late Fred Rozum
and published by us, the 100-page book with about
50 illustrations is available for a donation of $15. An
additional $3 is needed to send it by mail. Books are
available at the museum and also B & B Printing, Heartfelt
and Kewanee Public Library.
Another book available at the museum is “Grandma
Effie’s Diary.” It is an interesting and informative
diary account of what was happening with her family in
Kewanee during the Great Depression. The book was
published by her grandson Mike Martin. Larry helped
with pictures and information about Kewanee. For more
information see our website or Mike’s website: www.
greatdepressiondiary.wordpress.com.

New Old Stuff

We have received artifact and document donations
from nearly 50 different individuals since our last
newsletter. The museum is full, but we can always
make room for more. We can’t mention all of the
donations; the following are just some of the donated
items.
Jerry Baldwin, a Kewaneean at heart (1947 KHS
graduate) who has lived most of his life in Arizona,
has donated several items. Included are a memoir of
his youth in Kewanee including his love for flying;
a binder of articles on Ross Benedict, Kewanee Air
Force officer who was on the first Air Force global
air flight; and a copy of “The Flying Coles,” a 1974
autobiography by Duane Cole, founder of the famous
aerobatic show of the 1950s.
Dave Clarke of the Kewanee Star Courier has been
busy the past year going through material collected by
his parents and grandparents. “Finds” that have been
donated are many, including copies of the Prairie
Farmer Magazine from the 1920s and 1930s, some
of which feature Kewanee’s cornhusking champion
Bill Rose, and numerous advertising brochures and
news articles saved by his grandfather David Johnson
from the early 1900s. Dave on behalf of the Star
Courier also gave photos from the paper’s archive.
Nelson Lay donated a Kenner brand manual sweeper
sold by Lay and Lyman Department Store in the
early 1900s. The “Lay” was Hiram Lay, longtime
co-owner of the very large Kewanee department
store and Nelson’s great-great-grandfather.
An Edison record player circa 1919 that works was
donated by Ronelle Spiegel. The handsome player
complete with records was owned by her uncle and
aunt, Howard and Olive Fuerst. Olive later married
Steve Herrick, well-known Kewanee boxer.
A spinning wheel used in a Kewanee area farm home
in the 1800s by Mrs. Ludwig (Caroline) Hepner was
donated by her great-great granddaughter Martha
Hepner Jordan of State College, Pennsylvania.
Jan Otley Howard, a regular contributor to the
museum’s collection, brought in abstracts dating

back to the 1830s when Wethersfield was founded.
They detail the transactions of property northeast of
Division and East Streets known originally as the
Otley Farm and later as the Waller property.
Dennis Sullivan, outstanding reporter and columnist
from years past and husband of local historian Betty
Harper Sullivan, donated pictures, research material
and stories from his years with the Star Courier.
Two buttons from the uniform of Kewanee’s Civil War
General John Howe were donated by a descendant,
Rick Burke of Arizona, who visited the museum last
June to see the other materials that we have pertaining
to General Howe, including a war-years’ diary and
letters.
A very interesting and thorough account of the
management of the Kewanee Boilermakers, a
professional minor league baseball team in Kewanee
from 1908-1913, is contained in a ledger book of
the minutes and financial statements of the Kewanee
Baseball Association. It was donated by Mike and
Kathy (Brady) Berry. Kathy’s grandfather John Brady
was an officer of the association.
Of more recent vintage are Sandy’s playing cards,
lighter and tape measure to be added to our collection
of memorabilia from the restaurant chain founded in
Kewanee in the 1950s. They were donated by Tom
Boley, son of Dr. Lyle Boley who was a prominent
Sandy’s officer.
Please keep us in mind if you have Kewanee
memorabilia you would like to donate. If you have
interesting old photos that you do not want to part
with, they can be scanned and emailed to us. Also,
we have a laptop computer and portable scanner
and can come to you to scan pictures.
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